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INTRODUCTION:
THE PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1
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People in Turkey were staggered by the news of a military coup attempt on a Friday 
night, July 15. F-16 jets flying low over Istanbul and Ankara, tanks moving on 

the streets to block major routes, bombardment of Parliament, occupation of TV 
stations, raiding of the hotel where the President was staying in etc. Unprecedented 
events took place until early hours of 16 July Saturday morning. Several thousand 
people went on the streets to stand against and block the movement of military 
troops; citizens flocked to the Ataturk Airport in Istanbul to meet the President 
who addressed the people over a facetime video appearance and advised them to go 
out and resist the putschists. Those soldiers and officers who did not participate in 
the coup attempt tried to prevent and stop the perpetrators. Chief of Staff General 
Hulusi Akar who was taken hostage by his aide-de-camp resisted the pressure to 
sign a declaration. President Erdoğan announced in a press conference he held upon 
his arrival to Istanbul at around 4:00 AM that the coup attempt was averted and 
those responsible were a group within the Turkish armed forces associated with 
Fethullah Gülen, a preacher who lived in the USA and masterminded a clandestine 
and extensive religious network.  
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Turkey experienced several military takeovers before 
but this was the bloodiest coup attempt during the 
Republican era and the only one fought back by ordinary 
citizens. The President, government, Parliament, all 
political parties, civil society and media organizations all 
reacted strongly against the coup attempt and refused to 
cooperate with the putschists. With an ill-prepared coup 
plan and disintegration among the perpetrators, they 
could not stand against the joint forces of Turkish society. 
The message was clear: Turkey’s government can only be 
replaced though free and fair elections; the time of coups 
in Turkey are long over.

Following the large-scale arrests of the perpetrators and 
their collaborators, it was now time for Turkey to move 
on, to leave the abhorrent coup attempt behind and move 
along on the road to normalisation. However, what we 
may call as Turkey’s recovery from the coup attempt is 
not a simple process. It became apparent with the coup 
attempt that even the most critical positions in the military, 
security forces, judiciary and other public institutions 
such as the President’s aide-de-camp became infiltrated by 
the Gülen organization. The organization which started 
its activities since the 70’s but intensified them from the 
1990’s on, had built a vast network of affiliates aiming to 
create a parallel state within the State. This was already 
known and investigations were carried out to that effect. 
However with the coup d’etat attempt it became apparent 
that the ultimate aim was to win over the state completely 
by using force. From then on, the organization began to 
be titled as FETÖ, Fethullah Terrorist Organisation since 
its members did not hesitate to bomb the Parliament 
building and killed 240 civilians and injured 1535 persons 
resisting the coup attempt on the streets. After the failure 
of the coup attempt, the first priority became to eliminate 
all personnel and officials affiliated with this organization 
from the military, judiciary, police, education system, 
universities and all levels of bureaucracy. While this may 
seem like a largescale purge, it is inevitable given the 
extensive infiltration of the state apparatus by affiliates and 
members of a clandestine organization aiming to takeover 
total control of the country by the use of force and terror. 
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In the aftermath of the coup attempt Turkey is endowed 
with a unique opportunity to restructure and rejuvenate 
the State based on the principle of merit and competence, 
to integrate different elements of the society on the basis 
of a renewed patriotic consensus and to employ the 
potential of all citizens for the further democratization 
and development of the country.  The coup attempt was 
an alarm bell for the government as well as opposition 
parties and civil society that Turkey had now averted a 
great danger and had now no other alternative but to build 
a democratic consensus and continue to work adamantly 
for peace, stability and welfare of the people. 

This report intends to provide a brief account of what 
happened during and after the coup attempt, who the 
perpetrators were and how the government, opposition, 
civil society, business world and the EU reacted to 
the developments in Turkey.  Turkey’s EU perspective 
continues to matter in the aftermath of the coup attempt 
and EU reforms will provide an anchor role in Turkey’s 
democratization path. 

Ayhan Zeytinoğlu 
IKV Chairman
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TURKEY’S 
LONGEST NIGHT: 

WHAT HAPPENED ON THE 
NIGHT OF JULY 15?

2
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The events of 15 July caught many people in Turkey by surprise. Until then, it was 
mostly believed that the time of coup d’etat’s were over in Turkey and that the 

reforms carried out during Turkey’s preparations for EU negotiations in the early 
2000’s made a clean break with military tutelage over politics. However the coup 
attempt of 15 July showed that this was not so and military establishment could be 
seized by forces that aimed to topple the democratically elected government by force. 
A group within the Turkish Armed Forces (TSK) attempted to take over control of 
the country by force. President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan was targeted by a group of 
soldiers who assaulted the hotel he was vacationing in. Chief of Staff General Hulusi 
Akar was taken hostage by his close aide de camp and his executive assistant. The 
Parliament was bombarded, Bosphorous Bridge was blockaded by tanks, Turkish 
State Television (TRT) was seized by putschists and an announcement was made 
about the takeover of the state and government by the army. However, President 
Erdoğan survived the attack since he left the hotel he resided in a few minutes before 
the arrival of the assassin group. 

A major television channel was able to connect to him over the phone and he made 
a plea to citizens not to give in and go out on the streets to prevent the military 
operations. Several thousands of citizens went to strategic locations such as the 
Bosphorous Bridge, army barracks, governmental buildings and the Presidential 
Palace to stop the army, parliamentarians stayed in the The Grand National Assembly 
of Turkey (TBMM) to protect the Parliament despite the heavy bombardment going 
on. Thus for the first time in history, Turkish parliament, government, police forces, 
military and people stood against the coup attempt and did not give in against the 
attempt to take over control of the country by force. Unfortunately a total of 240 
citizens lost their lives and 1535 were wounded as a result of clashes with the army. 
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Footsteps of the Coup Attempt

Approximately at 22:00-22:20 
PM on 15 July, sounds of the 

F16 fighter aircrafts which were the 
property of Turkish Air Forces started 
to echo over the capital city Ankara 
and the most crowded city of Turkey, 
İstanbul. F16 jets flew over these two 
cities lower than ever, aiming to cause 
fear among the citizens by creating 
supersonic impacts. At the same time 
photos and videos of soldiers blocking 
off two main bridges connecting Asia 
and Europe in İstanbul reflected on 
the press and the social media while 
military vehicles were surrounding 
General Staff Headquarters in Ankara 
and Atatürk Airport in İstanbul. 

As it has become evident that some 
unusual activities were taking place, 
fire shots were heard inside and outside 
of General Staff HQ and Police Special 
Operations Center in Gölbaşı Ankara. 
As events unfolded, Prime Minister 
Binali Yıldırım made the first statement 

on a television channel, described 
these fatal actions as an insurrection 
and declared that it would not be 
tolerated. Prime Minister Yıldırım 
also emphasized that the perpetrators 
were a small group within the army. At 
that time, the perpetrators took Chief 
of General Staff Gen. Hulusi Akar 
hostage and opened fire on National 
Intelligence Organization (MİT) 
Headquarter from military helicopters. 
Most of the commanders-in-chief were 
also taken hostage.

Prime Minister Binali Yıldırım: “In fact we are 
considering the possibility of an insurrection. It 
is evident that an illegal action is being carried 
out by some people within the army outside of 
the chain of command. Citizens should know 
that no action which may harm democracy 
will be permitted. The democratically-elected 
government of the Turkish Republic is in power 
reflecting the will of the people. This government 
can only be discharged as a result of the people’s 
decision; this should be known. Those who 
are responsible for the insurrection, for this 
madness, will pay a heavy price. We will never 
be frightened off by such attempts. They should 
know that we will never allow such delusions.”  
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Coup wasn’t “Televised” but the President was FaceTimed

Turkey has a long history of coup 
attempts starting from the first 

successful coup d’état perpetrated by 
the National Unity Council on 27 May 
1960. During most of the coup attempts 
that took place in Turkey, one of the 
first moves of the putschists has always 
been taking control of TRT, national 
radio and television corporation. 
Perpetrators of the failed coup attempt 
also tried to take control of TRT on 
15 July. Approximately at 00:15 AM 
putschists entered the TRT studio 
and forced the news anchor to read a 
declaration drafted by the perpetrators 
claiming they took control of Turkey in 
the name of “Council of Peace at Home”. 
The declaration referred to seizing of 
control of the country. However this 
was not the case since clashes were still 
going on between military units who 
participated in the coup attempt and 
those that resisted them, police forces 
and civilians. In a short time, satellite 
communications agency suspended 
transmission of TRT and TRT was 
recovered from putschists. 

President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
managed to address the citizens on 
CNN Turk through a FaceTime video 
connection. Erdoğan stated that the 
coup attempt was taking place by a 
minority group within the army which 
acted in contravention of the chain of 
command of  Turkish Armed Forces, and 

President Erdoğan: “Today’s development is unfortunately 
an attempt by a minority within our Armed Forces. It 
is an attempt perpetrated by the parallel structure. They 
will receive the necessary punishment, a good response, 
from our people against this attempt to ruin the unity, 
integrity and togetherness of our people. They will pay a 
heavy price for countering the people by using the tanks, 
cannons, planes etc. brought together by the resources 
of our people. The President, Prime Minister and the 
government, we are going to take the necessary steps, 
we will stand upright. We will not give free rein to them 
and will end the occupation very soon. Nobody will have 
enough power to test our resolve. We will clamp down 
on this attempt decisively. I want to appeal to my nation: 
I invite them to go out on the squares of our cities, to 
airports.. Let us meet as a nation at the airport. Let this 
minority group come with its tanks and weapons and do 
whatever it can against the nation. I have not known a 
force over and above that of the people to this day….”  



9

asked the people to take to the streets, 
resist the coup attempt specifically by 
occupying airports and public squares. 
His call on the video connection made 
an enormous impact on different layers 
of Turkish society. Turkish people took 
to the streets; political party leaders, 
key civil society representatives, and 
business community condemned the 
coup and delivered solidarity messages 
with the President and the government. 
At 02:30, a spokesperson for the MİT 
declared on television that the coup 
attempt has been repelled. 

After the appearance of President 
Erdoğan on CNN Türk through 
video connection, iconic composition 
of American poet Gil Scott-Heron 
“Revolution will not be televised” 
come to the minds. Even though the 
putschists tried to raid and take over 
media organizations such as CNN 
Türk and Hürriyet and prevent any 
statement from the President and 
political leaders; Turkish media played 
a crucial role against the coup attempt 
and “the President was FaceTimed”. He 
then boarded on a plane destined to 
Istanbul Ataturk Airport. Hundreds of 
citizens went to the there to meet him. 

What Happened at the “Veteran” Assembly on the Night of 15 July?

When TBMM was first opened 
on 23 April 1920, the Turkish 

Republic was not even founded yet. 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk gathered the 
Assembly in Ankara, at that time a 
small town in Central Anatolia, in order 
to lead the Struggle for Independence. 
Istanbul, the capital city of the Ottoman 
Empire was under occupation by the 
Allied Powers of the First World War. 
The objective of the Assembly was to 
rescue the country as a constituent 
assembly. The Chief Commander of 
the independence war, Mustafa Kemal 
Ataturk has been elected within this 
assembly and its members fought for 
independence and freedom. For this 
reason historically TBMM has been 
called the Veteran Assembly. The 
Assembly secured its “veteran” status 
once again by confronting the coup 
attempt heroically on the night of 15 
July. 

The Speaker of the TBMM İsmail 
Kahraman and representatives of all 
parties in the Parliament went to the 
Assembly just after the announcement 
of the coup attempt and denounced 
the coup in unity. To this end, at 01:40 
AM, TBMM was called into session 
with an extraordinary agenda. MPs 
from all four parties made speeches 
condemning the coup attempt during 
the General Assembly gathering. 

At 02:40 AM, putschist F16 fighter jets 
targeted the Parliament and started 
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bombing. Parliament personnel and 
the police officers got injured during 
this phase. Then at 02:49 AM another 

round of bombardment started; 
for this very reason; speaker of the 
TBMM Kahraman and the MPs took 
cover in the Assembly’s shelter. All 
these attacks directed to the “Veteran” 
Assembly caused enormous damages 
on the TBMM buildings. Yet, the MPs 
didn’t leave the building until the coup 
attempt was over.   

The four parties represented in the 
TBMM; the Justice and Development 
Party (AKP), Republican People’s Party 
(CHP), Nationalist Action Party (MHP) 
and People’s Democratic Party (HDP), 
made a joint declaration deploring the 
coup attempt:

“We as the AK Party, CHP, HDP and MHP groups strongly condemn the coup 
attempt perpetrated on the night of 15 July and defused in the morning of 16 July, 
which targeted our beloved nation, will of the people, our state, especially members 
of Parliament representing the national will and the veteran Assembly, as well as 
the attacks against the Assembly. Our nation set an example for the whole world 
by standing against the bloody coup attempt and preventing it from succeeding. 
This beloved nation that protected the Turkish Republic and its institutions by 
risking their own lives more than deserves all kinds of praise and appreciation…. 
The TBMM as the representative of this heroic and beloved nation, executed its 
duty under bombardment and showed once again that it is worthy of its nation.  
It should not be forgotten that TBMM is an Assembly that conducted the War of 
Independence, realized Turkey’s transition to democracy, and struggled to raise a 
nation from want and poverty to contemporary civilization…The resolve displayed 
by the TBMM against the ominous coup attempt is extremely valuable for the further 
consolidation and improvement of democracy in Turkey…”  

Speaker of the TBMM, Ismail Kahraman: 
“Our political parties, NGOs, public bodies, the 
beloved majority of our armed forces resisted the 
coup attempt with dignity, courage and honour 
and prevented it from succeeding. Unfortunately 
the rebels caused the death and injury of many 
officials and civilians, damaged public buildings 
and bombed our veteran Assembly…This is a 
form of terror. This deplorable insurrection did 
not succeed and prevented by law and justice as 
well as the resolve of our nation and their stance 
against the putschists by mounting on tanks. 
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Plotters Raided the Hotel in Marmaris Where the President Stayed

Just some hours after the first F16 jets 
flew over Ankara and İstanbul, as well 

as the military occupation of two main 
bridges connecting Asia and Europe; 
when first surveillance reached the 
competent government bodies; it was 
evident that the coup was orchestrated 
by members of the clandestine Gülenist 
organization. The perpetrators aimed 
to take control of key institutions; 
MİT, Special Operations Command, 
TSK, TRT, TURKSAT Satellite Facility. 
Moreover they targeted key figures; 
Prime Minister Binali Yıldırım, 
high ranked military personnel, 
commanders in chief and Chief of Staff. 
Beyond these, the most critical target 

of the coup attempt was obviously 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. 

President Erdoğan was at a hotel in 
the Aegean resort of Marmaris with 
his family when the malicious attempt 
started. Just after he departed the 
hotel for İstanbul Atatürk Airport, 
3 military helicopters containing a 
team of Gülenist military officers with 
special “search and rescue” training 
reached the village where Erdoğan 
and his family had stayed for holiday 
to detain the president. The armed 
conflict between the putschist and the 
presidential guards together with police 
forces has continued until perpetrators 
escaped the area. Plotters also bombed 
the village from helicopters just after 
the President has left the area. 

As widely covered by the press, at 
least two rebel F16 jets harassed the 
Presidential jet which took off from 
Dalaman airport while it was in the 
air en route to İstanbul.  At around 
03:00 AM, President Erdoğan arrived 
at İstanbul Atatürk Airport safely and 
held his first press conference at the 
airport at around 04:00. He said the 
following:

“A minority group within the armed forces which could not accept our country’s 
unity, integrity and togetherness was itself the parallel structure and this structure 
infiltrated TSK, security forces and other state institutions, and disguised itself 
over a period of 40 years until today.  This attempt is an act of treason and the 
perpetrators will pay a heavy price for it. It is ultimately a blessing of God since it 
will open the way to the removal of this structure from our armed forces… Whatever 
they do, Turkey is not the old Turkey. The behaviour patterns of the new Turkey are 
very different…”
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The Coup Attempt Has Been Repelled 

Turkish citizens played a significant 
role on the night of 15 July with 

their heroic resistance by confronting 
the pro-coup soldiers at the occupied 
buildings of the media organizations 
including TRT, on blocked bridges and 
critical squares of the cities. During 
attacks from air vehicles and tanks to the 
Presidential Complex, Gölbaşı Special 
Operations Center and Kızılay Square 
in Ankara and Bosphorus Bridge in 
İstanbul, a large number of citizens lost 
their lives. Heroic stance of Turkish 
citizens from different backgrounds 
and walks of life, operations of police 
and military forces; the unity of 
political parties, civil society as well as 
the business circles broke the attempt.

TRT resumed broadcasting after 
Gülenists who tried to seize the 
building had been detained. Prime 
Minister Yıldırım announced at 
05:20 AM, 130 pro-coup soldiers 
have already been arrested who were 
suspected of taking part in the coup 
attempt. Public prosecutors started 
launching investigations concerning 
the coup attempt and until 10:00 AM in 
the morning of 16 July a total of 1,563 
members of the clandestine Gülenist 
organization have been detained; 
during that time soldiers occupying 
Bosphorus Bridge surrendered. 

1st Army Commander Gen. Ümit 
Dündar appointed as acting chief of 
general staff till Chief of Staff Gen. 
Hulusi Akar was rescued in the morning 
of 16 July. Special police forces seized 

the Gendarmerie General Command 
and military officers who were detained 
by the putschists since that refused to 
take part in the coup attempt were 
released from General Staff HQ.

After one of the longest and bloodiest 
nights in the history of the Turkish 
Republic, Prime Minister Yıldırım 
together with the Chief of Staff 
General Hulusi Akar, Minister of 
the Interior Efkan Ala, Minister of 
Justice Bekir Bozdağ and Minister 
of National Defence Fikri Işık held a 
press conference and announced that 
insurrection has been suppressed. 
Prime Minister gave detailed 
information about the coup attempt, 
with a total of 161 martyred, 1440 
injured, 20 putchists killed, and 2839 
soldiers detained. After expressing his 
condolences for the citizens who lost 
their lives or were injured while trying 
to protect the country from the coup 
attempt, he referred to 15 July as the day 
of democracy. He said that the events 
displayed the extensive experience of 
the Turkish nation with democracy 
and the indispensability of democracy 
and national will for the independence 
of our country. He also talked about 
the government’s plan of action in the 
following days: “The first phase of our 
job is completed. From now on, we will 
proceed to act against these mobs while 
our citizens will continue their normal 
lives.”  
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HOW WAS 
THE ATTEMPT 

ORCHESTRATED?  

3



14

The failed coup attempt which 
directly targeted the lives of 

civilians and constituted a grave threat 
for Turkish democracy, rule of law 
and constitutional order has been 
orchestrated by a rogue faction within 
the Turkish military together with their 
accomplices in law enforcement and 
judiciary. At this starting point, it is 
crucial to underline that the command 
chain and the great majority of the 
TSK including all commanders in chief 
stood up against the attempt.

Approximately 70 prosecutors carry 
the investigations to reveal every detail 
of the failed attempt regarding how and 
by whom the coup was orchestrated 
and to bring all the perpetrators to the 
justice. A vast majority of evidences 
and testimonies point out to Fethullah 
Gülen, Turkish preacher based in the 
USA as the leader of the coup attempt; 
his followers within the Turkish army 
planned and executed the attempt to 
seize power from the democratically 
elected government. Lt. Col. Levent 

Türkkan, who was the aide de camp 
of the Chief of General Staff Gen. 
Hulusi Akar, and among the ones that 
took Akar as hostage during the coup 
attempt, confessed after he was arrested 
to being a member of the clandestine 
Gülenist organization and taking orders 
from his immediate superior within 
the organization. The complex web of 
relations started to be unfolded during 
the investigations while there are still 
important suspects who are sought 
after by security forces. To give an 
example, Adil Öksüz, a professor at the 
Sakarya University studying theology 
is being searched at the time of writing 
for his links with Gülen and acting as 
his undercover representative in the 
Turkish Air Forces. He was taken to 
Court after he was found at the Akıncı 
Air Base in Ankara during the coup 
attempt where he was never allowed 
to set foot on as a civilian in the first 
place but was released after 20 minutes 
by a judge who was later found to be a 
member of the Gülen Organization. 
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Who is Gülen and How the Clandestine Gülenist Organization is 
Structured?  

Fethullah Gülen was born in 1941 and 
served as an “imam” in İzmir until 

1981. Even though he hasn’t completed 
any formal education on Islam, he 
followed an influential İslamic figure 
Said Nursi who also started a sect titled 
“Nurcular” with his followers. Gülen 
himself became a dominant cult figure, 
“respected teacher” (Hoca efendi) for his 
followers. Fethullah Gülen showcased 
himself as a proponent of interfaith 
dialogue, education as well as alliance 
of cultures/civilizations and in this way 
gained significant complaisance from 
the West; managed to recruit nearly 3 
million followers in Turkey, America, 
Turkic Republics and rest of the world. 
He also developed close relations with 
prominent politicians and made use 
of his growing influence to expand 
the power base of his congregation. 
As secularism in Turkey began to be 
revised allowing more room for the 
manifestation of religion in the public 
realm from mid-80’s and especially 
90’s on, his congregation intensified its 
activities under the guise of civil society 
and/or educational organizations. 
Banks such as Bank Asya were also 
formed by his supporters extending the 
financial base of Gülenists and several 
companies established and owned by 
his supporters generously contributed 
to the movement. 

In 1999, although there weren’t any 
threats or evidence for him to be 
prisoned he immigrated to the USA and 
declared that he was in a self-imposed 

“What took place in Turkey was close to a 
tragedy, a civil war. We should all be glad that 
it did not succeed. It was very different from the 
coup I experienced in 1980 and coups in other 
countries. Good or bad, the coups we witnessed, 
were planned with care and in line with the 
chain of command and were realized with the 
aim of returning to democracy at one point. In 
this case however, we do not know the exact 
motivation of the coup plotters. Still it is evident 
that they intended to bring down the democratic 
order and bring a secret organization to power…
We are all waiting for precise facts but most of 
the evidence point in the direction of the Gülen 
movement. I do not only mean statement by the 
Turkish government. It is obvious that the coup 
plotters are not part of the established military 
order.   As far as I know the Gülen movement 
infiltrated extensively in to the military. I wit-
nessed this during the Balyoz (Sledgehammer) 
investigations, when it was attempted to interro-
gate Hakan Fidan (Chief of intelligence) and the 
corruption cases of 2013. A large segment of the 
bureaucracy was infiltrated by the Gülen move-
ment and their allegiance was to this movement 
not to the State.” 

James Jeffrey 
Former Ambassador of the USA 
to Ankara, interview published at 
Hurriyet daily, 14.08.2016
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exile. Within the current situation, 
Turkish government intensified efforts 
for the demand of the extradition of the 
top person behind the coup attempt, 
Gülen and the extradition demand is 
supported by a vast majority of political 
parties and NGO’s.

Gülenist organization generally focused 
on appealing and recruiting bright 
children of conservative families from 
a lower middle class background and 
emphasized intensive secondary as well 
as higher education to them. Gülenist 
education system which put special 
emphasis on Islam, mathematics and 
natural sciences reached into all aspects 
of the life of the followers; mentorship 
system (abi/abla – elder brother/elder 
sister) became the key element in 
providing for internal communication 
and bondage among followers. In time, 
this mentorship element established a 
clear hierarchy and ideological unity. 
With this unity and intensive education 
methodology, the organization 
established Gülenist student dorms 
and camps where they prepare students 
to the university exams and introduce 
them to Gülenist publications and 
preachings. 

With this methodology, in time, 
followers of the clandestine Gülenist 
Organization managed to take high 
level university education and managed 
to infiltrate technical departments of the 
government and get quickly promoted 
to higher ranks within institutions such 
as law enforcement agencies. As many 
researchers, investigative journalists 

and representatives of the judiciary put 
forth when they manage to infiltrate 
government institutions, especially 
to ministries of education, interior, 
justice, law enforcement institutions, 
judiciary and military establishment, 
they usually disguise themselves, do 
not proclaim their affiliation to Gülen, 
and even conceal their religious beliefs 
in order not to be associated with the 
Gülen movement. This made some 
of the followers of the organization at 
key positions such as aide de camps 
of important figures impossible to 
identify.  In addition to this, they 
formed parallel hierarchic structures 
within the government institutions 
thus damaging the legal institutional 
hierarchies and command and control 
systems. 

Gülen’s method of operations was 
based on infiltration to major organs of 
the state such as the judiciary, security 
forces, police, army, and bureaucracy to 
gradually gain control of the state:

 � recruit children and young people 
to your cause by supporting 
them financially, paying for 
their education, hosting them in 
dormitories and Gülen schools; 
instigate loyalty to the Gülen 
movement and indoctrinate these 
students.

 � guide these students and aid them to 
attend schools and universities such 
as law schools, military schools etc so 
that they may become judges, public 
prosecutors, governors, provincial 
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administrators, military officers, 
police etc; establish networks for 
cheating in the exams such as giving 
the answer codes to their followers. 
(for ex. in a pending case on cheating 
in military school entrance exams, 
it was found out that 1214 pupils 
received full scores in the math test 
in 2010 while this number dropped 
to 2 in 2014 when controls became 
more thorough.1)

 � continue secret links to these 
students as they enter bureaucracy, 
public administration, security 

forces, judiciary etc where they 
would follow the directions and 
orders from the Gülen movement 
while they keep themselves 
undercover. A book called “Imamın 
Ordusu (Imam’s Army)” explaining 
the complex and notorious 
relationship between the Gülen 
movement and politics and how 
the movement infiltrated the State, 
was confiscated by the police and its 
copies destroyed before it could be 
published while its author, Ahmet 
Şık, an investigative journalist, was 
taken into custody2.

How the Gülenists Grew Strong Enough to Attempt a Coup?

After the clandestine Gülenist 
organization infiltrated within 

the judiciary, police and military, they 
aimed at placing their followers to key 
positions of the government institutions 
such as personnel departments that 
have great influence in appointments 
and promotions; assessment and 
evaluation departments where they 
would steal exam questions; intelligence 
units; supreme courts. They used illegal 
means and methods to claim more 
power as well; warrantless wiretapping, 
blackmailing, forging false evidence.  

When they grew strong enough, 
they used state power and illegal 
means to remove and imprison their 
opponents. To that end, one of the most 

critical examples were the infamous 
Sledgehammer (Balyoz) and Ergenekon 
cases which claimed that high-
positioned military officers including 
on active duty and retired generals and 
colonels plotted a coup basing the cases 
on false and forged evidences. After 
the suspension and imprisonment of 
numerous military officers with these 
cases, Gülenist organization managed 
to place its followers to higher ranks 
within the military. At the same time 
their power and dominance in the law 
enforcement mechanisms helped them 
to imprison investigative journalists 
who were uncovering how the 
organization operated as may be seen 
in the case of Ahmet Şık’s book cited 
above. 

1. T24, “Askeri lise sınavında matematikten tam puan alan 1214 kişi sızmanın kanıtı mı?/Is the 
existence of 1214 persons receiving full scores  in math in the military highschool exam proof of leakage?), 
25.07.2016, http://t24.com.tr/haber/askeri-lise-sinavinda-matematikten-tam-puan-alan-1214-kisi-
sizmanin-kaniti-mi,351791 (22.08.2016).

2. Ertuğrul Mavioğlu, “İmamın Ordusunda Neler Var? / What is there in Imam’s Army?), Radikal, 
29.03.2011, http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/imamin-ordusunda-neler-var-1044470/ (22.08.2016).
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In addition to these, clandestine 
Gülenist organization enhanced its 
international reach, economic position 
and public profile by chartering 
schools in more than 140 countries 
and using these schools as instruments 
of recruitment and brainwashing. 
For a long time, the Gülen movement 
was viewed in a favourable light as 
a philanthropist organisation that 
was based on a moderate version 
of Islam. Consecutive governments 
allowed space for the operations of this 
organization and supported the vast 
network of schools established all over 
the world as a contribution to Turkey’s 
international clout. 

The Gülen organization began to use 
its power to the detriment of the state 
and government after its economic 
and political interests began to be 
threatened by government decisions. 
A critical juncture in this regard was 
the decision by the government to 
close the “dersane’s, i.e. courses that 
trained students for university exams. 
The Gülen network was especially 
powerful in this sector and closing 
of these  “dersane”s would hurt the 
organization both economically and 
in terms of recruitment of human 
resources. The 17-25 December 2013 
corruption scandal that exposed 
the tactics used by the Gülenist 
organisation such as wire-tapping, 
planting of evidence also showed the 
extent of infiltration in critical state 
organs such as the intelligence services, 
military, police and judiciary. In May 

2016, the National Security Council 
adopted a recommendation to the 
government proposing to depict the 
Gülen movement as the “Fethullah 
Terror Organization” making it 
possible for its members to be tried the 
same way as members of other terrorist 
organizations such as the PKK3.

Taking into account Gülen’s secretive, 
gradual and behind-the-scenes style, 
the organization of a coup by the Gülen 
organization was an unexpected and 
uncharacteristic development. It was 
the growing pressure on the Gülenist 
organisation, the elimination of its 
supporters from influential positions 
and the weakening of its power in the 
economy and media that prompted 
Gülen to act in such a hasty and radical 
manner. A short and easy answer to  why 
Gülen chose to act at this specific time 
would be that: ”Clandestine Gülenist 
organization attempted the take over 
the government at a critical period 
just before the High Military Council 
were to meet in August in order to take 
precautions against a probable purge of 
his supports in the military. This could 
be the last chance for Gülen in his 
attempt to topple the government and 
seize control of the country. 

 3. CNN Turk,“MGK’da Fethullah Gülen Kararı / Fethullah Gülen deicsion by the NSC”, 27.05.2016,http://
www.cnnturk.com/turkiye/mgkda-fethullah-gulen-karari (22.08.2016).
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HOW DID THE 
GOVERNMENT REACT 
AND WHAT MEASURES 

WERE ADOPTED?

4
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FETÖ has staged a coup attempt 
in Turkey on 15th July 2016. 

This bloody attempt against Turkey’s 
democratic and legitimate government 
as well as against its constitutional 
order was defeated by the Turkish 
State, acting together with its people 
and security forces. The exact details of 
the coup attempt only became known 
later on as the persons responsible were 
seized by security forces. Testimonials 
and depositions by those convicted 
shed some light on the extent and 
perpetrators of the coup attempt. It was 
found out that only a fraction of the 
army collaborated with the instigators 
of the coup attempt and it could not 
succeed both due to the resistance by 
the government, parliament and the 
people but also because most of the 
army did not participate and refused to 
collaborate with the putschists such as 

Sergeant Ömer Halisdemir who lost his 
life after shooting General Semih Terzi 
to prevent the seizure of  the Special 
Forces Headquarter in Silopi by the 
putschists4. 

In order to fight against the 
FETÖ terrorist organization in a 
comprehensive and effective manner 
which poses a grave threat to survival 
and security of Turkish state through 
its clandestine infiltration to state 
mechanisms, the Council of Ministers 
of Turkey decided on 20 July 2016 
that a nationwide state of emergency 
be declared as from July 21, 2016 for 
a period of ninety days. In this part 
of our report we briefly explain the 
background and legal basis of the 
current state of emergency in Turkey, 
followed by some additional remarks 
concerning the measures taken.

4. Haberturk, “Kahraman Ömer Halisdemir’in şehit edilmesiyle ilgili yeni görüntüler ortaya çıktı / New 
shootage of the killing of Hero Ömer Halisdemir Came Out”, 18 August 2016, http://www.haberturk.
com/gundem/haber/1283662-kahraman-omer-halisdemirin-sehit-edilmesiyle-ilgili-yeni-goruntuler-
ortaya-cikti/7 (22.08.2016). 



21

The Declaration of the State of Emergency after the Failed Coup Attempt 
on July 15

On 20 July 2016, the Turkish 
government announced a state 

of emergency for the entire country 
in response to the failed military coup 
which took place on 15 July 2016. The 
state of emergency is scheduled for a 
period of three months, starting from 
21 July 2016. The decision took into 
consideration the National Security 
Council’s advisory decision, published 
on the same date. An approval decision 
by TBMM was published in Official 
Gazette no. 29778 on 22 July 2016. 
The state of emergency was endorsed 
by the TBMM on 21 July by 346 votes 
to 115. The Justice and Development 
Party and the Nationalist Movement 
Party supported the state of emergency, 
whilst the Republican People’s Party 
and the Peoples’ Democratic Party 
opposed it. Prime Minister Binali 
Yıldırım said at the Parliament that the 
state of emergency was necessary to 
“get rid of this scourge rapidly”.

The legal basis of the state of emergency 
is Article 119, 120 and 121 of the 
Turkish Constitution and Law No. 2935 
on State of Emergency (the “SoE Law”). 
The phrase “State of Emergency” 
is not specifically defined in the 
legislation. However, in legal doctrine, 
it is defined as “the extraordinary 
administrative procedure announced 
within the context of the definite 
reasons which enables the temporary 
suspension of the fundamental rights 
and freedoms partially or completely 
or imposition of financial, property 

based or working obligations for 
citizens”. The Constitution and the SoE 
Law foresee that a state of emergency 
may be announced in the event of, 
among others, serious indications of 
widespread acts of violence aimed at 
the destruction of the free democratic 
order or fundamental rights and 
freedoms. The maximum term of 
a state of emergency is limited to 
six months by law; Parliament may 
terminate or extend the duration of the 
state of emergency for periods of four 
months upon recommendation by the 
government. The announcement of 
the state of emergency does not per se 
restrict citizen movements or activities. 
However, certain measures such as 
curfew orders, limitation of access to 
certain areas for public safety, or search 
and confiscation without a court order 
may be adopted. 

The most significant legal implication 
of SoEs under Turkish law is known 
to be the legislative authority, which 
under normal circumstances belongs 
to the Parliament, being also granted 
to council of ministers for the matters 
that are necessitated by the SoE. By 
way of such authorization, the council 
of ministers (as the executive body) 
becomes entitled to issue decree laws 
(Kanun Hükmünde Kararname) with 
respect to matters necessitated by the 
SoE, without following the Parliament’s 
ordinary legislative procedures.  Such 
decree laws stand in the equal position 
with the laws under the hierarchy 
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of norms. Since 21 July 2016, three 
Decrees with Force of Law have been 
enacted within the context of State of 
Emergency. The first decree law adopted 
following the declaration of SoE has 
been published in the Official Gazette 
dated 23 July 2016 (“Decree Law No. 
667”), the second decree law adopted 

has been published in the Official 
Gazette dated 27 July 2016 (“Decree 
Law No. 668”) and the third decree 
law adopted the Official Gazette dated 
31 July 2016 (“Decree Law No. 669”). 
The following are the summary of the 
main measures taken and regulations 
brought with these Decree Laws.

Measures Taken During the State of Emergency

In accordance with these Decree 
Laws many institutions and 

organizations found to be linked to 
the Gülen organization have been shut 
down on the basis of being a threat 
to national security. These include: 
Private health institutions, Private 
educational institutions and student 
dormitories and pensions, Foundation 
and associations, universities, unions, 
federations and confederations. All 
assets, receivables, rights, documents 
and information belonging to closed 
entities are transferred to the Turkish 
Treasury.

Sanctions are introduced for judicial and 
public officials who are deemed to have 
acted against Turkey’s national security. 
Specified judicial and public officials 
have been dismissed by the relevant 
authorities. Impacted individuals 
include members of the Supreme Court, 
Constitutional Court, and Council of 
State, as well as Turkish Armed Forces 
members, police officers, and university 
academics. During investigation and 
prosecution proceedings, special 
passports and gun licenses for these 
individuals are cancelled. Procedural 
regulations are introduced for several 

crimes committed within the scope 
of the Turkish Criminal Code no. 
5237 and Antiterrorism Law no. 3713. 
Special provisions extend the detention 
period for suspects to 30 days after 
arrest, as well as change interrogation 
conditions, along with detainee rights 
and obligations.

These Decree Laws also included 
provisions regarding the media/press. 
The private-run radio and television 
institutions, newspaper, magazine, 
publishing companies and distribution 
channels which belong to, connect to, 
or contact with the Fethullah Terrorist 
Organization (FETÖ), established 
posing a threat to the national security, 
have been closed down. Just to give 
an indication, 3 news agencies, 16 TV 
and 23 radio channels, 45 newspapers, 
15 magazines/journals as well as 29 
publishing houses and distribution 
channels have been closed. Cihan 
News Agency, Taraf daily, Zaman daily 
and many other local newspapers 
are among the closed newspapers. 
The movables and all sorts of assets, 
debits and rights, documents of the 
newspapers and magazines that have 
been closed will be transferred to the 
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Treasury. A number of journalists, 
who are allegedly supporters of the 
FETÖ terrorist organization during 
or before the coup plot are also being 
investigated.

Under the statutory decrees, a total 
of 3,073 military personnel including 
158 general and admirals have been 
dismissed from TSK over links to FETÖ. 
President Erdoğan’s chief aide-de-
camp Col. Ali Yazıcı, Chief of General 
Staff Gen. Hulusi Akar’s aide-de-camp 
Lt. Col. Levent Türkkan and Defense 
Minister Fikri Işık’s speech writer Col. 
Tevfik Gök were among the dismissed 
soldiers. These soldiers dismissed from 
the TSK will be dispossessed of their 
ranks and their positions as officials 
without requiring a conviction order. 
They will not be able to serve as public 
officials and be assigned directly nor 
indirectly any more. Their firearms 
licences will be revoked and they will 
have to leave the public housings within 
15 days. They will not be able to work 
as founders, partners or employees of 
private security firms. Their passports 
will immediately be cancelled. 

Certain changes have also been made as 
to structure of the TSK within frame of 
these decree laws. The Turkish military 
will be subjected to a series of changes 
in a number of fields, including its 
services commands, educational and 
health institutions and the Supreme 
Military Council (YAŞ), in a move that 
should be considered as part of a larger 
restructuring process that includes the 
state and the judiciary. As part of the 
decree laws, the Land Forces, Naval 
Forces and Air Force commands will 
come under the control of the Defence 
Ministry, while the president and the 

prime minister will have the authority 
to receive direct information and issue 
force commanders direct orders that 
will be executed immediately without 
the need for approval from another 
post. 

Meanwhile, several top cabinet 
ministers will have seats on the 
Supreme Military Council (YAŞ). YAŞ 
will consist of Prime Minister, Chief 
of General Staff, Vice PMs, Minister 
of Justice, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Minister of Interior, Minister of 
National Defence and commanders-in-
chief. The members of the council before 
the Decree were fixed as PM, Chief of 
Staff, Minister of National Defence, 
commanders-in-chief, Gendarmerie 
Forces Commander, Navy Commander 
and full generals and full admirals. The 
council’s secretary services are taken 
from the Deputy Chief of the General 
Staff and assigned to the Ministry of 
National Defence.

Turkey’s war academies, military high 
schools, and high schools that train 
non-commissioned officers have been 
closed. Students who continue their 
studies in war schools, faculty and 
colleges will be registered to appropriate 
faculties and colleges. Students who 
are set to graduate from military 
academies by August 30 will not be 
appointed to posts of commissioned 
and non-commissioned officers.  A new 
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university called the National Defence 
University will be established under 
the Defence Ministry. The university 
will be tied to a rector and will feature 
institutions that will educate staff 
officers and provide graduate-level 
education and operate Land Forces, 
Navy Forces and Air Force schools, 
non-commissioned officer colleges and 
non-commissioned officer vocational 
schools for higher education.   The 

university’s rector will be chosen by the 
president out of three names suggested 
by the Defence Ministry and also 
approved by the prime minister.  The 
decree also assigns Ankara’s Gülhane 
Military Medical Academy and 
military hospitals across Turkey under 
the Ministry of Health. Health service 
priorities will be given to the relatives 
of martyrs and veterans.

Will Turkey Be in a Perpetual State of Emergency?

In sum, it can be argued that the 
purpose of the state of emergency 

is to take required measures in the 
most speedy and effective manner 
in the fight against FETÖ terrorist 
organization in order to save Turkey 
from this ferocious terror network and 
return to normalcy as soon as possible. 
According to the statements issued by 
the Turkish government, in this process, 
utmost care will continue to be shown 
to uphold Turkey’s democracy and 
the fundamental rights of its citizens 
with the rule of law, as always. These 
statements also underline that the state 
of emergency is a measure regulated by 
the Turkish Constitution and relevant 
national legislation and also a practice 
permissible under international 
human rights law, including European 
Convention of Human Rights. It is 
not only Turkey who resorted to state 
of emergency in such circumstances. 
Many developed countries did the same 
when facing similar security threats. 
France, a member of the EU and the 
Council of Europe, also declared State 
of Emergency on 14th November 2015. 

It has been also expressed many 
times by key government officials 

and in the statements issued by the 
government, that Turkey is fully aware 
of its obligations related to democracy, 
human rights, the principle of rule 
of law and international conventions 
in this process and as in the past, due 
respect will be shown to fundamental 
rights and freedoms and the principle 
of supremacy of law will be strictly 
observed. The purpose of the 
declaration of the state of emergency, is 
not to restrict fundamental freedoms of 
Turkish citizens, but to eliminate FETÖ 
terrorist organization in a more speedy 
and effective way. Although the SoE 
has been declared for a period of 90 
days, all extraordinary measures will be 
terminated once the result in the fight 
against the FETÖ terrorist organization 
will be successfully attained. During 
an interview on 21 July 2016, Turkish 
Deputy Prime Minister Numan 
Kurtulmuş said, ‘We want to end the 
state of emergency in about 1.5 months’.  
Kurtulmuş also said he wished no other 
reason will come about to extend the 
state of emergency and that no steps 
will be taken that violates the basic 
rights and freedoms.  We have given a 
guarantee on these. 
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HOW DID THE 
OPPOSITION PARTIES 

REACT? 

5
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Following news of the coup d’état 
attempt, all parties present in the 

TBMM joined forces and strongly 
condemned the coup attempt. One 
should remind that whilst members 
of parliament were in session, the 
Parliament had been bombed by 
planes, causing havoc and tremendous 
damage. 

Indeed, in an extraordinary session 
held in the Parliament on the afternoon 
of the 16th July, the four political parties 
represented in Turkey’s Parliament 
issued a joint declaration condemning 
the coup attempt along with strongly 
highlighting their solidarity and 
cooperation against any threat or 
attempt posed upon the democratic 
institutions of Turkey. In that context, 
the Speaker of TBMM İsmail Kahraman 
underscored the necessity for the 
perpetrators of the coup to be swiftly 
brought to justice and be faced with 
the “heaviest penalty”. On the other 
hand, Prime Minister Binali Yıldırım 
praised the political parties for joining 
their efforts in condemning the coup 

attempt, underlining that it constitutes 
a milestone in Turkey’s political history. 
Moreover, Yıldırım also added that he 
saluted each deputy “without making 
any party distinction” whatsoever. 

The leader of the main opposition party 
CHP Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu reminded 
that the Turkish Republic had been 
established by “pain, blood and tears” 
and stressed that what had happened 
on the 15th July was an “open attack 
on the Turkish Republic and its 
collective history”. Moreover, he also 
indicated the critical importance of 
certain articles within the framework 
of the Constitution of the Turkish 
Republic with respect to the defence 
of democracy, the superiority of law 
and the secular nature of the State. He 
highlighted that the CHP has always 
strongly condemned all attempts 
made upon a democratically elected 
government at all instances. 

On the other hand, Devlet Bahçeli, 
leader of the second opposition party 
MHP (Nationalist Action Party), 
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underscored that that had been under 
attack on the 15th was precisely the 
“national will”. He went on to stress the 
key importance to defend and protect 
the unity of Turkey under “one state, 
one flag, one language, one land and 
one nation”. 

The final comments were expressed 
by İdris Baluken from the HDP 
(Democratic Party of the Peoples). 
Baluken indicated that his party strongly 
condemned the “coup mentality” and 
underscored that there cannot be any 
kind of legitimate reason to “military, 
bureaucratic and civil coup attempts”. 
Baluken also added that a “conflictual 
environment” had emerged as a result 
of the June 2015 elections last year 
which have facilitated in paving the way 
to the coup attempt.  Highlighting that 
all political institutions bear a “crucial 
responsibility” upon their shoulders, 
Baluken stressed that the government 
must take the lead in reaffirming and 
defending the democratic processes of 
the country.

Following the statements issued by each 
representative from the four political 
parties present in the Parliament, 
Parliament Speaker İsmail Kahraman 
read the joint statement which added 
the following: 

“We, the groups of four parties, strongly 
condemn the coup attempt against our 
mighty nation, the national will, the 
State, lawmakers and the Parliament. 
The Turkish Parliament is on duty as 
one heart”. Adding that he reflected 
a historical time, Kahraman went on 

and added as follows: “Despite our 
political differences, we all are on the 
side of the national will. We embrace 
it and we will embrace it forever with 
all our lawmakers and organisations. 
Determination in Parliament will also 
contribute to the development and 
settlement of democracy in Turkey”. 

Following the statement made at the 
Parliament, the political parties have 
joined hands in organising “democracy 
rallies” where they have expressed 
their continued condemnation of any 
attempt on the democratically elected 
government of the country. In that 
context, rallies across the country have 
been held with tremendous fervour. 

In a show of solidarity with the people 
who prevented the coup attempt and 
in a sign of reaffirmation their strong 
belief and support for Republican values 
along with democracy, the Republican 
People’s Party (CHP) held a “Republic 
and Democracy Meeting” in Istanbul’s 
Taksim Square on 24 July 2016. In a 
rally which drew several thousands of 
people, CHP leader Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu 
read out to cheerful crowds what has 
been known as the “Taksim Manifesto”. 
In that context, he spelled out ten key 
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points following the coup attempt in 
Turkey as follows: 

1. “The coup attempt on 15 July was 
made against our parliamentary 
democracy. The Turkish Parliament 
was bombed yet the Parliament 
executed its duty and repelled the 
coup attempt. We condemn those 
responsible for this coup attempt, 
as well as its internal and external 
supporters.

2. All political parties strictly opposed 
the coup attempt, displaying an 
undisputable notion of common 
sense about democracy in 
Turkey. This common sense 
has to facilitate a culture of 
reconciliation in politics. 

3. Standing strictly against every 
kind of coup attempt and every 
kind of domination must be the 
debt of honour for all democrats 

and partisans of democracy in 
this country. We shall always 
keep saying “neither coup nor 
dictatorship, long live democracy” 
altogether.

4. “People using the right of 
resistance” against the coup 
attempt against our democratic 
parliamentary system have created 
a new meaning and dimension for 
our understanding. “The right of 
resistance” came out as a lawful 
way of protecting democracy. 

5. It has been repeatedly proven 
how much the principle of a 
“democratic, secular and social 
state of law” is vital for Turkey. 
The democratic, secular and 
social state of law shall be the key 
to bring us to modern civilisation. 

6. This coup attempt has proven 
the importance of the balance-
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supervision function of the 
“separation of powers” principle 
that is the “executive, legislative 
and judicial powers”. 

7. Giving back status and rights to 
those who were the victims of such 
lawsuits as “Balyoz”, “Ergenekon” 
and the military espionage case 
shall be on the agenda of all 
political parties.

8. This coup attempt has proven 
that governance must be based on 
qualification. Political partisanship, 
blood relations, communitarianism 
and sectarianism must never be 
taken as a basis in the functioning of 
the government. On the contrary, 
knowledge and experience shall be. 
In other words, the point of view 
of “taking over the state instead of 
governing it” must be consigned 
in history. In this context, the 
reconstruction of the State is a 
must.

9. The beautiful people of this 
beautiful country must freely 
walk around every street, every 
square, and every part in this 
country. No one must forget – the 
coup attempt on 15 July is a result 
of third-class democracy. People 
in this country must be governed 
not with a third-class democracy 
but fully libertarian democracy. 
Turkey must be fully purified 
from the laws of the coup. 

10. The State cannot be governed 
with anger, hatred and prejudice. 

Those people who attempted the 
coup must be put on trial lawfully 
according to the principle of 
the rule of law. Torture, cruel 
treatment, pressure and threats 
lower the State to the same level 
as the coup plotters. It must not 
be allowed”. 

Other parties, such as MHP and 
HDP, have also held their own rallies 
in support for democracy and the 
existing institutions and in a clear 
condemnation of the coup attempt. 

An important step which was taken by 
the government as a result of the coup 
attempt was the decision to establish 
a 3-month long nationwide state of 
emergency. As a result, the deputies 
gathered in the Parliament on 21 July in 
order to discuss the details of the state 
of emergency as Article 121 of Turkey’s 
Constitution was expressly invoked in 
that respect. While the ruling AK Party 
and MHP yielded full support in favour 
of the decision, the main opposition 
parties CHP and HDP voted against 
the proposal. Speaking on behalf of 
the CHP’s Parliamentary Group, CHP 
Deputy Chair Bülent Tezcan indicated 
that whilst there was indeed legal 
ground for the decision to establish a 
state of emergency, he added that it was 
“not politically viable in the current 
environment”. He thus argued that 
it is of utmost importance to pursue 
a normalisation process through 
“normal, ordinary procedures” instead 
of exceptional measures. The HDP 
showed an even more critical reaction, 
stating that such a measure could be 
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used as a means to eliminate all kind 
of oppositions, paving the way towards 
the dissolution of fundamental rights 
and freedoms with the establishment of 
a de facto presidential system. 

On 7 August 2016, within the 
framework of a Democracy and Martyrs 
rally organised by the Presidency 
of the Republic, CHP leader Kemal 
Kılıçdaroğlu and MHP leader Devlet 
Bahçeli joined ranks with President 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, Prime Minister 
Binali Yıldırım, the Speaker of TBMM 
İsmail Kahraman in delivering a joint 
message of condemnation of the coup 
and in testimony of the solidity of 
Turkey’s democracy and established 
institutions. The rally was indeed 
deemed as a rare event in which the 
leaders of the three major political 
parties of the country came together, 
thus leaving substantially aside their 
respective political differences in that 
respect. 

MHP leader Devlet Bahçeli was the 
first leader of a major opposition party 
to address the crowds during the event.  
He highlighted the fact that the 15 
July actually represents a “milestone 
for Turkey”, praising the resilience of 
Turkish citizens in face of the coup, 
sometimes putting their own lives 
in danger. Furthermore, indicating 
that the rally showed the diversity of 
Turkey’s population including people 
from all walks of life, the country was 
united and one soul in face of adversity. 
He called upon the beginning of a 
new page in Turkish politics, based on 
national consensus, by defending the 
rule of law and fundamental rights and 
freedoms. Bahçeli also pinpointed the 
critical importance of distinguishing 
in the army those who were directly 
involved in the coup attempt from 
those who weren’t and thus added the 
need for the army’s reputation not to be 
further more tarnished. 
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On the other hand, CHP leader Kemal 
Kılıçdaroğlu highlighted that the 15 
July represented a “door of consensus” 
for Turkey, and that a new Turkey had 
emerged as a result of these events. He 
also alluded to the critical importance 
for political leaders to draw their own 
conclusions and learn from the coup 
attempt. As on the 24 July, Kılıçdaroğlu 
further read out a 12 article long list 
similar to the one he had read out at 
the CHP’s rally on that date. In that 
context, as before, he put the emphasis 
upon the Republic and its values and 
underscored the utmost importance 
of defending and consolidating 
further democracy, the rule of law, the 
parliamentary system along with the 
independence of the judiciary and the 
media sectors. Another key point of his 
speech was with respect to secularism. 
In that respect, he stressed the necessity 
for all parties to be more careful in 
defending this key principle of the 
Turkish Republic. 
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Prime Minister Binali Yıldırım at the Yenikapı Democracy Rally: We are not going to spoil this 
togetherness; we will further strengthen consensus and cooperation… we will act on the basis of law 

not revenge. We will not concede from democracy and we will expand freedoms. We will decrease the 
number of enemies and increase the number of friends. We have to resettle all the problematic events of 

our recent history which prick our conscience… nobody need to worry about the schools, dormitories 
being closed down. Our NGO’s will fill the void in a much more qualified manner. …”

MHP Leader Devlet Bahçeli at the Yenikapı Democracy Rally: “…Let us open a new page, draw 
the roadmap of the future based on a national consensus respecting rule of law, human rights and 

freedoms… We should protect our unity resolutely. We should cut off polarisation and segmentation. 
Wherever you are from, from the north, south, east, west, whoever you are, wherever you are born, 

whatever your roots, religion etc, you came to Yenikapı to say “my motherland, my flag, my nation, my 
democracy...”

CHP Leader Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu at the Yenikapı Democracy Rally: “We should base our state structure 
on merit. We should protect our democracy under all conditions. This coup attempt showed how 
important democracy is… The Fethullah Terror Organisation infiltrated the army, the judiciary and 
every level of the state. We used to call it F-type organisation; now we describe it as the Fethullah Terror 
Organisation. Why is independence of the judiciary important? Where can we find justice? In the 
Courts. If a judge does not rule according to his/her conscience but according to the orders he receives 
from Pennsylvania, he/she is not a judge and that court is not a Court.” 



33

HOW DID THE CIVIL 
SOCIETY REACT? 

6
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Message from NGOs: “No Alternative 
to Democracy for the Future of Our 
Country”   

As a common stance shared by all political 
parties in the Turkish Grand National 

Assembly (TBMM) civil society organizations 
were unequivocal in their condemnation of the 
coup attempt. They pointed out the importance 
of rule of law and fundamental rights in 
conducting the fight against attempts to take 
over control of the country by a clandestine 
organization. 

On the 20th of July 2016, the Joint Declaration 
from NGOs was read by the President of 
the Union of Chambers and Commodity 
Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB) M. Rifat 
Hisarcıklıoğlu at the Grand National Assembly 
of Turkey, which was a significant sign in terms 
of changing wrong perceptions on what Turkey 
faced with. As the 538 prominent syndicates, 
confederations, professional and civil society 
organizations, they stated that there is no 
alternative to democracy for Turkey’s future. 
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5. The Joint Declaration can be seen at http://www.tobb.org.tr/Sayfalar/Detay.
php?rid=21323&lst=MansetListesi.

Joint Declaration from NGOs at the Grand National Assembly of Turkey

“Today, we are at the Turkish Grand National Assembly as the 538 prominent syndicates, 
confederations, professional and civil society organizations of our country.

The National Assembly was the target of a heinous attack on Friday. Traitors bombed it 
for the first time in history. The National Assembly resisted heroically, earning its title of 
‘Veteran’ once again.

It is clear that without democracy and the rule of law, there can be no civil society 
organizations. We, who have convened here today, see no alternative to democracy for the 
future of our country.

The defiance of our people from the night of Friday to the first light of day has given us all 
hope for the future of our country. All democratic institutions of our country and our people 
rose to protect our democracy in the face of this heinous attack.

The media resisted armed takeovers, putting their lives of the line in order to preserve the 
right of our nation to news.

The President of the Republic of Turkey, the National Assembly Speaker and Prime Minister 
as well as all political parties stood tall and foiled the plans of the putschists.

Our people, while tanks were running over cars and people in the streets, while bombs rained 
from the sky, while under fire, filled the squares, putting forth their determination and will 
for democracy.

Heroic law enforcement officers and honorable Turkish soldiers stayed true to their vows to 
prevent the success of the coup, endangering their lives. They caught the perpetrators red-
handed.

Turkey acted as it should as a whole. Our democracy passed an exam of maturity.

The joint declaration5 from NGOs is as follows: 
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Turkish democracy and the institutions of the Turkish Republic proved that they are strong 
enough to never again yield to brute force.

Those who made an attempt at the political and economic gains of our country in the last 93 
years have failed.

We, prominent civil society organizations, are grateful that the dark hours of Friday night 
were overcome through unity and solidarity.

Today, we are here at the Veteran National Assembly to urge that the democratic 
understanding reached in Friday continue.

Going forward, we should never forget the understanding we’ve reached today. Common 
cause should reign.

This coup attempt which disregarded the fact that sovereignty is derived solely from the 
will of the people has shown that the institutional infrastructure of our country must be 
strengthened.

The place where these precautions will take place and will be put into effect will the Turkish 
Grand National Assembly.

The traitors must be judged according to the letter of the law and be brought to account in 
front of Turkish justice.

At the same time, the precautions necessary to prevent such heinous attacks should be put 
into effect.

We must not harm our heroic army and patriotic soldiers in any way.

We, the representatives of 538 syndicates, confederations, professional and civil society 
organizations of our country, have come to our great National Assembly to fulfill our duty 
to democracy.

We are preserving the national will.

It is all of our duty to leave behind a stronger, more peaceful, more prosperous and more 
democratic country for the future and our children. That is why we must all focus on our 
work.”

The Chairmen and representatives of TOBB, the Confederation of Turkish Trade Union 
(TÜRK-İŞ), the Confederation of Turkish Real Trade Unions (HAK-İŞ), the Confederation 
of Turkish Tradesmen and Craftsmen (TESK), the Confederation of Public Servants Trade 
Unions (MEMUR-SEN) and Turkish Employers Syndicate Confederation (TİSK) came to-

gether to condemn the coup attempt during a joint press conference held on the 16th of July 
2016 in Ankara.  
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TOBB President M. Rifat 
Hisarcıklıoğlu and the chamber 
and exchange chairs from Turkey’s 
81 provinces and 160 counties 
have vehemently condemned the 
coup attempt. As TOBB President 
Hisarcıklıoğlu was reading the 
declaration along with the chamber 
and exchange presidents of Ankara 
and its counties, 365 chamber and 
exchanges also expressed their 
response simultaneously in their 
respective provinces and counties.

Stating that the Turkish private 
sector has put forth its stance 
against the coup attempt as soon as 
the news broke, Hisarcıklıoğlu said, 
“This traitorous uprising’s failure 
was possible through the stance, 
determination of the Turkish nation 
and its will to embrace democracy.”

The full text of the declaration is as 
follows:

“Democracy is essential; our nation’s will, brotherhood and 
future.

Representing the whole Turkish private sector, TOBB and 
its 365 Chamber-Exchanges in 81 provinces are making this 
declaration simultaneously.

On the night of July 15th our nation and institutions prevented 
a heinous attack targeting our democracy. Our people have 
preserved the ballot boxes and democracy.

Our Union and Chamber-Exchange community put forth its 
stance against the coup attempt as soon as the news broke.

This traitorous uprising’s failure was possible through the 
stance, determination of the Turkish nation and its will to 
embrace democracy.

It has been the greatest joy to see that all institutions, political 
parties, NGOs, press organizations have embraced democracy.

The unity, solidarity determined stance of both the ruling party 
and opposition parties against the enemies of democracy is 
praiseworthy.

We congratulate the President, National Assembly Speaker, 
Prime Minister and other National Assembly Members for 
their stance against the junta.

Resisting the attacks of the putschists, the National Assembly 
has once again shown us how deserving of its “Veteran” title.
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We are deeply grateful to everyone, the heroic law 
enforcement forces and the honorable members of 
the Turkish Armed Forces who resisted this coup 
attempt.

But most of all we are overjoyed by the staunch 
resistance of our people with determination and 
courage against the arms of the putschists.

We do not want an authority which is not derived 
from the will of the people. There is no alternative to 
democracy for our country.

This terrorist gang organized inside the military 
should be brought to light and judged.

I pray for the grace of Allah upon the people who 
were martyred, we extend our condolences to their 
families; We hope those wounded will recover as soon 
as possible.

We have emerged from this with a stronger 
democracy, unity and solidarity.

We must all recognize the value of this great contract 
in society in regards to democracy.

We must be stronger, embrace each other and love 
one and another. That is what makes us, us, as a 
nation.

We will not fall into the trap of those who wish to drag 
us into chaos. As the business community, we say it 

is time to work harder, to produce and to generate 
employment.

As in the past, now and in the future, TOBB and its 
365 chambers and exchanges will always side with 
democracy, our nation and our government.

We will stand against those who would oppose the 
unity, solidarity and democracy of our country.

As the private sector we will work with greater vigor 
for our country and nation, bringing Turkey to its 
great goals.

With Mustafa Kemal Atatürk’s words, “Sovereignty 
rests unconditionally with the nation,” always in our 
minds, we will produce for our country.

 All that is necessary is that we remember the value of 
our unity and solidarity; all that is necessary is that 
we love each other, believe in each other and trust 
each other.

We once again declare that we will not recognize any 
authority but that of the nation, we will never give 
up democracy and we will stand against all coup 
attempts.

We exist so long as our government and country 
exists. We exist as long as democracy exists.

May God spare us from the like of this anguish in the 
future.

We respectfully submit this to the public.”

Representing 81 provinces and 160 counties at the press conference held at the TOBB Twin Towers were live 
connections to Trabzon, Diyarbakır, Antalya and Denizli. Following TOBB President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu’s 

speech, chamber and exchanges of the provinces established live broadcast with Ankara and expressed the 
reaction of their provinces to the coup attempt. 
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C20 Turkey Organisations Make a Plea to the International Community

STATEMENT BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN TURKEY IN THE 
AFTERMATH OF THE 15 JULY COUP ATTEMPT

We, the undersigned non-governmental organizations, representatives of the civil society 
engagement group of G20 during Turkish Presidency in 2015 (C20 Turkey), wish to convey 
a message to international civil society concerning the situation in Turkey following the failed 
coup attempt of 15 July. 

The coup attempt of 15 July directly targeted the lives of civilians and constituted a grave 
threat for Turkish democracy, rule of law and the constitutional order.  The attempt was 
averted with courage and resolution of all elements of the society encompassing the Turkish 
government, parliament, all political parties, civil society and the people in allegiance to 
democracy and freedom. 

The state of emergency declared after the coup attempt is a direct response to the gravity of 
the situation in Turkey. The form of widespread infiltration of all branches of government 
and the state apparatus by members of the clandestine Gülen organization necessitated the 
adoption of emergency measures. We expect this phase to focus on direct threats of the Gülen 
organization and to conclude at the end of the three month state of emergency order. 

We believe the solidarity of Turkish people against the atrocious attack to democracy and 
freedom gives us hope and provides the means to proceed further in Turkey’s democratization 
course and ensure the socio-political reconciliation in society. We are committed to a swift 
return to Turkey’s democratization path based on rule of law, liberty, respect to human life 
and dignity as well as adherence to universal norms of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. 

As representatives of civil society in Turkey, we will closely monitor this process, continue to 
advocate for democracy, rights and freedoms in Turkey and advise the government to show 
utmost respect for rule of law and fundamental rights in its struggle against the clandestine 
Gülen organization. 

Close to 500 civil society organizations from 91 countries around the world including the 
undersigned institutions endorsed C20 Turkey Communiqué in 2015 stating: “The right 
to organize and the freedom to speak out against inequality and injustice require legal, 
political and social space for civil society. This space enables citizens to participate and hold 
governments to account.” As civil society organizations in Turkey, we will continue to uphold 
our right and responsibility to preserve this space and act as watchdogs throughout Turkey’s 
normalization process in the aftermath of the coup attempt. 

In this respect, we call upon international society and our counterparts for their solidarity 
in the process of recovery and Turkey’s effort to preserve and further its democracy and 
constitutional order. We urge the international civil society community to engage with their 
counterparts in Turkey, to be alert regarding widespread misinformation in the media and to 
support the democratization process in partnership with civil society in Turkey. 
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IKV: “EU Membership Is the Goal for Turkey As An Anchor For 
Democratization”

As Economic Development Foundation (IKV), following the coup attempt 
against Turkey’s democracy, we released our strong message concerning the 

unity and solidarity for our country’s future. 

Since its establishment, IKV held important roles in the process of Turkey’s 
membership to the EU. In this purpose, we strongly wish that EU’s fundamental 
rules will play a significant role in defending democracy in Turkey. Regarding our 
commitment to democracy, rule of law and human rights, Turkey should continue 
in its path of Europeanization and democratization by strengthening the quality of 
democracy on the basis of fundamental rights and freedoms, secularism, pluralism, 
rule of law and political order based on separation of powers.

IKV Press Release 

On The Coup Attempt in Turkey

A faction within the Turkish Armed Forces attempted to take over control of the government 
and country in the night of 15-16 July. The coup attempt was thwarted as a result of the 
efforts of security forces, the call by President Erdoğan to the people to go out on the streets in 
opposition to the takeover attempt and support to democracy and resistance against military 
intervention by opposition parties, civil society organizations and the media.

The coup attempt was a watershed in Turkish politics since its prevention showed the extent 
and strength of democratic government in Turkey. We congratulate the government, opposition 
parties, civil society, media organizations and most importantly the People of Turkey in their 
unwavering support for democracy and relentless opposition to an attempt to take over power 
by force. We also wish to express our condolences for those who have lost their lives during 
the clashes. Those who are responsible for the coup attempt will be tried in accordance with 
principles of due process of law.

As a non-governmental organization working to support Turkey’s EU integration since 1965, 
we strongly believe in the continuing relevance of EU membership goal for Turkey as an anchor 
for Turkey’s development and further democratization.

In the aftermath of a coup attempt which had both tragic and path-breaking aspects, it is very 
important for all branches of government and society as well as the military establishment 
to make every effort to return back to normalcy. Turkey’s problems regarding consolidation 
of democracy, rule of law, Kurdish question and internal security should be handled in an 
atmosphere of pluralism, liberty and solidarity.

It is our expectation and wish that Turkey having thwarted a threat to democratic order, should 
continue in its path of Europeanisation and democratization by strengthening the quality of 
democracy on the basis of fundamental rights and freedoms, secularism, pluralism, rule of law 
and a political order based on separation of powers. 

*This press release was published on the 16th of July 2016 at IKV’s website in Turkish and 
English.
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On behalf of IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu: We invite EU leaders to Turkey. The 
statement made by IKV Chairman is the following: 

“We Invite EU Leaders to Turkey”

In these difficult days our friends from 
the EU should stand by Turkey, an EU 
candidate and a custom union partner. 
EU is built upon values such as democracy, 
freedom, equality. EU urges upon candidate 
countries that they adopt principles such as, 
efficient working state institutions, public 
appointments based on merit and equality 
and principle of good governance. 

It is of grave importance that members of 
the Gülen terrorist organization should be 
removed from all institutions in order for 
all government institutions work efficiently 
and that good governance is formed in 
its full meaning. This is a necessity for 
a public administration based on merit 
and equality. Furthermore, cleaning the 
members of this clandestine organization 
who have penetrated critical institutions 
such as the educational system, judiciary 
and the armed forces will open the way 
for the establishment understanding of 
governance that is compatible with EU 
norms in its full sense. In this sense, EU’s 
not only moral support and solidarity but 
also technical assistance seems necessary 
for Turkey in this process.

The Council of Europe, including 47 
European countries and in which Turkey 
became a 13th Member on the 13th of April 
1950, is an organization which represents 
European values such as democracy, 
human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
Turkey since 1987 also has recognized 
individual application to the European 
Court of Human Rights incorporated by 
Council of Europe. Council of Europe 
membership once again confirms that 
Turkey is a European country. Secretary 
General of the Council of Europe 
Thorbøjrn Jagland visit is important in this 
respect. Jagland not only supports Turkey 

in this difficult period but also makes self-
criticism in that inadequate response was 
shown by Europe to the unlawfulness in 
the cases of Ergenekon and Balyoz. Jagland 
also claims if a coup attempt similar to 
the one in Turkey were to take place in 
any European country same measures 
would have been taken. Jagland’s warnings 
that state of emergency must be with 
the standards of Council of Europe and 
investigations regarding the coup should 
comply with the European Convention on 
Human Rights and case law of European 
Court of Human Rights, must also be taken 
into consideration.

On behalf of IKV Chairman Ayhan 
Zeytinoğlu, we are calling out to “Mr. 
Juncker, Mr. Tusk, Mr. Schulz, Ms. 
Mogherini, Mr. Hahn, Ms. Merkel, Mr. 
Renzi, Mr. Hollande and to other leaders. 
Come to Turkey. In this difficult period 
that Turkey is passing engage with our 
government. 

Give advice, offer help. There is a saying in 
Turkish: Out of sight, out of mind. We all 
know the critical importance of Turkey’s 
EU perspective both for Turkey and the EU. 
For this perspective, continue to be effective 
in shaping the future of Turkey, show the 
World and the Turkish public that you 
stand besides Turkey. Tell both to friend 
and foe that Turkey is part of Europe and 
will remain that way.

We have a call to officials: Come to Turkey. 
Show the World and the Turkish public that you 
stand besides Turkey. Give the message both to 

friend and foe that Turkey is part of Europe and 
will remain that way.
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HOW DID THE EU 
REACT?

7
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EU officials received the 
shocking news about the 

coup attempt in Turkey while in 
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia for the 11th 
Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Summit. 
Following PM Binali Yıldırım’s 
announcement on national television 
that certain factions in the army had 
engaged in an attempted coup around 
11:00 PM on 15 July, it took the EU 
some time to react to the news about 
the coup attempt. Meanwhile, 
Commission Vice-President/High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy Federica Mogherini 
tweeted that she was in constant contact 
with the EU Delegation in Ankara and 
called for restraint and respect for 
democratic institutions. 

The official statement by the President 
of the European Council Donald Tusk, 
President of the European Commission 
Jean-Claude Juncker and HR/VP 
Mogherini Federica Mogherini came at 
02:10 on 16 July 2016. In a joint 
declaration issued on behalf of the 
Member States present in Ulaanbaatar, 
Tusk, Juncker and Mogherini 
confirming Turkey’s role as a key 
partner for the EU, reaffirmed their full 
support for the democratically elected 
government and the rule of law in 
Turkey. Calling for a swift return to 
constitutional order Tusk, Juncker and 
Mogherini, pledged to follow the 
developments and to coordinate with 

the Member States. The EU’s rather 
slow reaction to the events unfolding in 
Turkey on the night of 15 July 2016 has 
been a subject of criticism by Turkey. 
The delay in EU’s response has led to 
criticisms that rather than outright 
condemnation of the coup attempt, the 
EU had once again adopted “wait and 
see” tactics. 

In the aftermath of the coup attempt, 
High Representative Mogherini 
conveyed an extraordinary meeting 
of the EU Foreign Ministers present 
in Ulaanbaatar, to assess the situation 
in Turkey. In the declaration released 
after the meeting, it was stated that the 
EU foreign ministers had expressed 
support to the democratic institutions 
of the country and condemned the 
use of violence against them. They had 
agreed that any escalation of violence 
involving civilians has to be avoided. 
It was announced that the ministers 
were to meet in Brussels for the Foreign 
Affairs Council meeting scheduled 
for 18 July 2016 where they would be 
discussing the situation in Turkey. The 

Statement by the President of the European 
Council, the President of the European Commis-
sion and the EU High Representative on behalf 
of the EU Member States present at the ASEM 

Summit on the situation in Turkey
16/07/2016

Turkey is a key partner for the European Union. 
The EU fully supports the democratically elected 
government, the institutions of the country and 
the rule of law. We call for a swift return to Tur-
key's constitutional order. We continue to follow 
closely the developments and to coordinate with 

the 28 EU Member States.
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declaration also stated that HR/VP 
Mogherini had been in contact with 
Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu as well as 
other Foreign Ministers and NATO 
Secretary General Stoltenberg.

President of the European Parliament 
Martin Schulz, in a statement released 
on 16 July 2016, condemned the 
coup attempt in the strongest terms. 
However Schulz’s condemnation 
was accompanied with emphasis on 
adherence to democracy and the rule 
of law. 

HR/VP Mogherini and the Commissioner 
for European Neighbourhood Policy and 
Enlargement Negotiations, Johannes 
Hahn in a joint statement issued in the 
morning of 16 July 2016, condemned the 
attempted coup and reiterated their full 
support for the democratic institutions 
in Turkey. Indicating that they were in 
contact with the Turkish authorities, 
they expressed their regret for the loss of 
lives and offered their condolences to the 
families of the victims and the injured. In 
the joint statement, Mogherini and Hahn 
called for an end to the use of violence 
and for continued restraint and 
responsibility to be shown by the police 

and security forces to prevent further 
casualties. Underscoring that societal 
tensions could only be addressed 
through democratic processes, 
Mogherini and Hahn underlined the 
need for a swift return to constitutional 
order and stressed the importance 
for the rule of law and fundamental 
freedoms to prevail. Finally, they 
confirmed EU’s solidarity with Turkey 
and the Turkish people.

It is important to note that following 
messages of condemnation of the 
attempted coup and a symbolic show 
of solidarity with the Turkish people, 
there has been an evident shift in the 
EU’s stance towards a highly critical 
tone. Failing to understand the severity 
and the magnitude of the threat 
posed by the attempted coup and its 
mastermind FETÖ, the EU has been 
quick to criticise the measures taken 
by the government to cleanse the state 
institutions from Gülenists. In addition, 
the EU’s focus has shifted to the debate 
in Turkey concerning the reinstatement 
of the death penalty which has surfaced 
in the immediate aftermath of the failed 
coup attempt. Numerous key European 
figures including President of the 
European Parliament Martin Schulz, 
President of the European Commission 
Jean-Claude Juncker, HR/VP Federica 
Mogherini and Elmar Brok, who chairs 
the European Parliament’s Foreign 
Affairs Committee, have cautioned 
that reinstatement of the death penalty 
would deal a huge blow to Turkey’s EU 
membership aspirations. It is important 
to note that calls for the reinstatement 
of the death penalty have come at a time 

The attempted coup yesterday evening in Turkey 
is shocking and I condemn it in the strongest 
terms… Return to the rule of law, complete sep-
aration of powers and the full respect of funda-
mental sights are expected immediately.

Martin Schulz
President of the European Parliament
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when emotions have been running high 
in Turkey and so far, no attempt has 
been made to include the issue on the 
agenda of the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly. We expect the debate on 
the reinstatement of death penalty to 
subside as Turkey returns to normalcy. 

Failing to understand the threat posed 
by the clandestine organisation which 
has penetrated deep into the cells of 
Turkey’s state structures over decades, 
the EU criticised the arrests and removal 
of a large number of FETÖ-associated 
judges and military personnel.  
Commenting on the swift removal of 
coup suspects, Commissioner Hahn 
told the press that the swift removal of 
judges and others after the failed coup 
attempt created the impression that the 
government had prepared the lists in 
advance.

The failed coup attempt in Turkey 
was on the agenda of the EU Foreign 
Ministers in their exchanges with US 
Secretary of State John Kerry and in 
the Foreign Affairs Council meeting on 
18 July 2016. The statements made by 
the HR/VP Mogherini and John Kerry 
as well as the Council Conclusions 
adopted also confirmed the shift in the 
EU’s tone from messages of solidarity to 
emphasis on rule of law and democracy.

In the joint press conference6, HR/VP 
Mogherini and the US Secretary of 
State Kerry while strongly condemning 
the attempted coup, urged Ankara 
to uphold democratic standards, 
fundamental rights and the rule 
of law. In response to a question 

on the discussions concerning the 
reinstatement of death penalty and 
whether Turkey is shifting away 
from democracy, HR/VP Mogherini 
underscored that the abolition of death 
penalty is an essential requirement for 
EU membership and is included in the 
EU acquis. With regards to a question 
on NATO and the Turkish government’s 
recent measures, US Secretary of State 
Kerry replied by reminding that NATO 
has a requirement with respect to 
democracy.

The EU Foreign Affairs Council 
convening on 18 July 2016, adopted 
conclusions condemning the coup 
and expressing EU’s solidarity with the 
Turkish people. Apart from that, EU’s 
focus has instantly shifted to the rule 
of law. The content and the tone of the 
Council Conclusions on Turkey were 
also dominated by EU’s reaction to the 
discussions concerning the possibility 
of reinstatement of death penalty.

On 19 July 2016, European Parliament’s 
Committee on Foreign Affairs 
(AFET) convened an extraordinary 
meeting to discuss the situation in 
Turkey. Following the exchange of 
views with Commissioner Hahn, EP 
Rapporteur for Turkey Kati Piri and 

6. Full transcript of the press conference is available at http://www.state.gov/secretary/
remarks/2016/07/260174.htm 

“No country can become a EU member-state if 
it introduces death penalty. That’s very clear in 
our acquis.”

Federica Mogherini
High Representative of the EU for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
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AFET Chair Elmar Brok, in a joint 
statement, expressed their concern on 
the developments in Turkey.  Warning 
against the threat that Turkey could 
move away from Europe, Brok stated 
that the introduction of the death 
penalty was a clear redline, however he 
underlined the importance of staying 
calm. Brok also highlighted Turkey’s 

significance as a strategic partner, 
while emphasizing EU’s importance for 
Turkey. 

EP Rapporteur for Turkey Kati 
Piri underscored the importance 
of upholding the rule of law and 
democracy and stated: “After such a 
violent attack on Turkish democratic 
institutions, it’s important that in 
the end democracy and rule of law 
come out of this strengthened, not 
weakened”. While recognising the 
government’s right and obligation to 
bring people involved in the attempt 
to justice, Piri stated that the reactions 
by the authorities raised the fear of a 
witch-hunt. Encouraging the Turkish 
government for restraint and respect 
for the rule of law, “I sincerely hope that 
Turkey takes this as an opportunity for 
reconciliation and national unity after 
years of polarization” Piri said.

EU’s Reactions Following the Declaration of the State of Emergency

Following the declaration by the 
Council of Ministers of a three-

month nationwide State of Emergency 
in Turkey on 20 July 2016 effective from 
21 July 2016, despite assurances by 

President Erdoğan that the rule of law 
will not be compromised and that the 
SoE was declared to protect the civilians, 
EU was quick to express concern over 
the developments in Turkey. 

“We are here to show solidarity... to show that 
we care and to show that we very much support 
you in maintaining democratic institutions. [The 
coup attempt] was not just an attack on govern-
ment, it was an attack on the people, on the free 
media. That’s the reason for my visit.”

Kati Piri
EU Rapporteur for Turkey, during 
her visit to Turkey, 23.08.2016 

Council Conclusions on Turkey
16/07/2016

“The EU strongly condemns the attempted coup in Turkey 
and reiterates its full support to the legitimate institutions 
of the country. It deplores the high number of casualties 

and stands in solidarity with the Turkish people. The EU 
welcomes the common position of the political parties in 

support of Turkey’s democracy. 

The EU calls for restraint to be shown by Turkish author-
ities, including by the police and security forces. All must 
be done to avoid further violence, to protect lives and to 

restore calm. 

The EU calls for the full observance of Turkey’s consti-
tutional order and stresses the importance of the rule 
of law prevailing. It is crucial to ensure full respect for 
all democratic institutions of the country including the 
elected government and the Turkish Grand National 

Assembly. The EU underlines the need to respect democ-
racy, human rights and fundamental freedoms and the 

right of everyone to a fair trial in full compliance with the 
European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights 

and Fundamental Freedoms, including Protocol 13 on 
the abolition of the death penalty. In this context, the EU 
recalls that the unequivocal rejection of the death penalty 

is an essential element of the Union acquis.
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 7.  “State of Emergency Declared in Turkey in the Aftermath of Coup Attempt on 15th July 2016”, 
Embassy Announcement, Republic of Turkey Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Embassy in Hanoi. Available 
from http://hanoi.emb.mfa.gov.tr/ShowAnnouncement.aspx?ID=310103 on 8 August 2016.

HR/VP Mogherini and Commissioner 
Hahn reacted to the SoE with a strong-
worded joint statement dated 21 
July 2016 in which they voiced their 
concern about the developments in 
Turkey.  The joint statement stated: 
“This declaration comes in the wake of 
the recent unacceptable decisions on 
the education system, judiciary and the 
media. As outlined in the conclusions 
of the Council and in the discussion of 
the European Commission this week, 
we call on Turkish authorities to respect 
under any circumstances the rule of 
law, human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, including the right of all 
individuals concerned to a fair trial.”

Mogherini and Hahn called on Ankara 
to respect the rule of law, human 
rights and fundamental freedoms 
including the right to free trial.  The 
joint statement reminded that core 
fundamental values should be inviolable 
in the SoE. Referring to assurances by 
President Erdoğan that the measures 
will in no way affect democracy, the 
rule of law and fundamental freedoms, 
Mogherini and Hahn indicated that 
the EU will continue to monitor the 
situation closely including the practical 
implications of the SoE.

It is important to note that the SoE was 
declared with the aim of comprehensively 
and swiftly eliminating FETÖ affiliates 
in state institutions. As stated in the 
announcement by the Turkish Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs7, many developed 
countries have resorted to State of 
Emergency when faced with similar 
security threats. Most recently, France, 

a founding EU member state and a 
founding member of the Council of 
Europe (CoE), declared SoE following 
the 14 November Paris terrorist attacks. 
Following the failed coup attempt, as 
France has done following the Paris 
terrorist attacks, Turkey resorted 
to the right of derogation from the 
European Convention on Human 
Rights (ECHR) as stipulated in Article 
15 of the Convention.  Ironically, the 
EU has made no similar statements 
when the French Parliament decided 
to extend for the third time the State 
of Emergency which has been in place 
since November 2015. 

EU’s lukewarm response to the failed 
coup attempt invoked criticism on 
part of Turkey as well as among some 
visionary Europeans. On 23 July 2016, 
Turkey’s Minister for EU Affairs and 
Chief Negotiator Ömer Çelik, in press 
conference on the failed coup attempt 
perpetrated by FETÖ, indicated that 
some European interlocutors failed to 
understand the gravity of the events 
that took place on the night on 15 
July in Turkey and that they reacted 
as if the coup attempt were “a game of 
pokemon”. 

“Some of our European friends think that the 
coup attempt is a pokemon game. Everyone in 
Turkey was under life threat on the night of July 
15. They should come to Turkey and see what 
really the coup threat is”.

Ömer Çelik
Minister for EU Affairs & Chief 
Negotiator 
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EU Affairs Minister Çelik voiced his 
disappointment that no senior official 
from the EU or its member states 
except for UK’s Minister of State for 
the Foreign Office, Sir Alan Duncan, 
has visited Turkey. “I personally would 
have expected the officials of the 
European Commission, the European 
Parliament, and European Council 
to visit Turkey, stand by the Turkish 
statesmen and to speak up in Ankara 
for the democratic values of Turkey and 
also for our common values” Çelik said 
in a statement released on the same 
day. Denouncing the EU’s tendency to 
condemn the coup attempt in a single 
sentence while questioning Turkey’s 
democratic credentials in ten sentences, 
Çelik recalled the EU’s collective 
response to the attacks in France and 
underscored Ankara’s expectation that 
the same unconditional support and 
solidarity should be shown to Turkey.  

In an opinion piece8 published in 
Politico on 2 August 2016, former 
Swedish Prime Minister, Carl Bildt 
suggested questioned the logic – or lack 
thereof - behind EU’s tepid response to 
the developments in Turkey by asking 
the question “Is Brussels asleep, or just 
ignorant?”. Highlighting the extent 
of the catastrophic consequences the 
coup could have ranging from a civil 
war on the EU’s doorstep to millions of 
people seeking refuge in the EU, Bildt 
reminded the EU leaders that luckily 
this scenario was  averted.  Noting that 
it took the EU some time to condemn 
the coup attempt, Bildt criticised the 
EU for not sending any senior officials 
to visit Turkey. In his article, the former 

Swedish PM also stressed Turkey’s 
legitimate right to take measures to 
safeguard itself against those trying 
to topple its constitutional order and 
drew attention to the EU’s hypocrisy 
in criticising the State of Emergency in 
Turkey forgetting that France did the 
same after the Paris attacks.

Referring to the EU’s failure to respond 
to the 2013 coup in Egypt, Bildt 
warned that “the EU risks losing its 
moral authority if it does not appear 
particularly engaged in dealing with 
the coup itself ”. Bildt argued: “The 
EU would be in a far better position 
today if EU leaders had gone to Turkey 
immediately to express their horror at 
the coup, congratulate the people of 
Turkey for defeating it and sit down 
with the President, the government, 
the leaders in the Grand National 
Assembly and others to discuss how 
to collectively ensure a democratic and 
European path for Turkey.”

On 3 August 2016, Secretary-General 
of the Council of Europe, Thorbjørn 
Jagland became the first high-ranking 
European official to visit Turkey. In the 
context of his two-day visit to Ankara, 
where he came together with key 
officials including President Erdoğan, 

8. Carl Bildt, “Europe, stand up for Erdoğan” Politico, 2 August 2016. Available from http://www.
politico.eu/article/europe-stand-up-for-Erdoğan-brussels-greece-coup-european-union/

“The EU risks losing its moral authority if it does 
not appear particularly engaged in dealing with 
the coup itself.”

Carl Bildt
Former Swedish Prime Minister
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Prime Minister Yıldırım, and Foreign 
Minister Çavuşoğlu and leaders 
of main political parties, Jagland 
admitted that “There has been too 
little understanding in Europe about 
the challenges facing democracy and 
state institutions in Turkey after the 
outrageous coup attempt of 15 July”. 

Speaking at the joint press conference 
with Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu, 
Jagland agreed that Turkey needed to 
investigate and prosecute those behind 
the coup attempt while stressing that 
this had to be done in conformity with 
the ECHR and European Court of 
Human Rights case law. Underscoring 
Turkey’s importance for Europe and 
Europe’s importance for Turkey, “We 
should do all we can to help Turkey deal 
with this very difficult situation in the 
best way possible” Secretary-General 
Jagland added. 

HR/VP Mogherini had a phone call with 
Secretary-General Jagland following 
his visit to Turkey. The statement issued 
following the phone call stated that 
Mogherini and Jagland reaffirmed their 
strong condemnation of the attempted 
coup and underlined that the reactions 
to the attempted coup need to be in full 

respect of democracy, rule of law and 
fundamental freedoms.   

The failed coup attempt and the 
developments in Turkey have rekindled 
the debate on Turkey’s EU membership 
prospects. The developments in Turkey 
have also stirred an intra-EU debate on 
the future of the March 2016 refugee 
deal and visa liberalisation for Turkish 
citizens. Some anti-Turkey circles 
within the EU have wasted no time to 
use the measures taken by Ankara in 
the aftermath of the failed coup attempt 
as a pretext to try to derail Turkey’s EU 
membership process. Most notably, on 
3 August 2016, Austrian Chancellor 
Christian Kern, in an interview with 
the Austrian broadcaster ORF, claiming 
that Turkey is far from meeting the 
democratic and economic standards 
of the EU membership, indicated his 
intention to raise the issue of freezing 
accession talks with Turkey in the 
upcoming informal EU Summit on 
16 September in Bratislava. Kern’s 
comments have been dismissed by 
European Commission President 
Juncker who stated that ending 
accession talks with Turkey would 
be a grave foreign policy mistake. “I 
don’t think it would be helpful if we 
would unilaterally tell Turkey that the 
negotiations are over” Juncker added. 

Turkey’s EU Affairs Minister Çelik 
likened Austrian Chancellor’s 
statement to those by the far-right 
figures and expressed his unease about 
such comments. Reacting to Kern 
on social media, “At a time when we 
face a coup attempt, we would expect 

“There has been too little understanding in 
Europe about the challenges facing democracy 
and state institutions in Turkey after the 
outrageous coup attempt of 15 July.”

Thorbjørn Jagland
Secretary General of the Council of 
Europe
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words of solidarity instead of an anti-
Turkish statement with far-right 
language” Çelik added. Moreover, 
Austrian Foreign Minister Sebastian 
Kurz in an interview on 7 August 2016 
expressed his opposition to any steps 
that would bring Turkey closer to the 
EU and signalled that Austria would be 
blocking the opening new chapters in 
Turkey’s accession negotiations.

The controversial call by Klaus 
Schneeberger, the mayor of Wiener 
Neustadt- a small town around 50 
kilometres south of Vienna- for Turkish 
flags to be removed from the residences 
of Turkish citizens has created further 
tensions in the relations between 
Vienna and Ankara.

Meanwhile, a news ticker featuring the 
highly controversial quote “Mit Türkei-
Urlaub unterstützt man nur Erdoğan” 
(“With vacation in Turkey you will 
only support Erdoğan”) displayed 
in Vienna’s Schwechat International 
Airport, caused yet another crisis 
between Vienna and Ankara. 
Commenting on the anti-Turkey quote, 
EU Affairs Minister Çelik stated that 
the scandalous quote which aims to 
discourage people from traveling to 
Turkey is in clear contradiction with 
EU values. The anti-Turkey quote was 
later removed from the news ticker 
upon the initiative by Foreign Minister 
Çavuşoğlu. The scandal was followed 
by another episode of tension when 
the news ticker at the same airport 
displayed a statement which falsely 
claimed that Turkey allows intercourse 
with children under the age of 15. The 

statement which was the courtesy of 
Kronen Zeitung, caused harsh criticism 
by Ankara. The Turkish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, in a statement dated 
14 August 2016, strongly condemned 
that “an international airport, located 
in the center of Europe and used by 
passengers from different countries, 
was abused by a discredited newspaper 
to spread irresponsible, distorted and 
falsified messages which defame a 
friendly country and the nation.” The 
issue concerning the baseless statement 
by the newspaper, caused further 
controversy when Swedish Foreign 
Minister Margot Wallström, took the 
statement for real and commented on 
the issue on Twitter. 

In the aftermath of the coup, relations 
between Germany and Turkey have 
become strained due to a decision by 
the German Constitutional Court not 
to allow President Erdoğan address an 
anti-coup and pro-democracy rally in 
Cologne via video conference on 31 
July 2016. The decision to bar President 
Erdoğan from attending the rally raised 
concerns on part of Turkey, given the 
fact that in September 2011 German 
authorities had seen nothing wrong 
in allowing a senior PKK militant, 
which is on the EU list of terrorist 
organisations, address a crowd in the 
same city. While German authorities 
claimed that the measure was taken 
for security reasons, the move was 
criticised by senior Turkish officials 
for being politically-motivated and in 
clear violation of democratic principles 
including freedom of expression and 
association. 
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In contrast to these unfortunate 
statements lacking vision, Swedish 
Foreign Minister Margot Wallström, 
in an interview published on 6 August 
in the Swedish newspaper Expressen, 
indicated Sweden’s continuing support 
for Turkey’s EU membership bid and 
maintaining dialogue with Turkey. 

On 16 August 2016, a month after 
the coup attempt, a mission led by 
the President of the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe 
Parliamentary Assembly (OSCE PA), 

Christine Muttonen visited Ankara 
to discuss the coup attempt and its 
aftermath. The OSCE mission, visited 
the TBMM which was bombed in 
the course of the coup attempt. The 
delegation was received by Speaker of 
TBMM Ismail Kahraman, who thanked 
the MPs for their solidarity. During 
the visit, speaking on behalf of the 
mission, OSCE PA President Muttonen 
condemned the coup attempt in the 
strongest terms and stated that the 
most characterizing sign of the coup 
attempt’s target was the bombing of the 
TBMM. 

EU’s Response to the Coup Attempt: Too Little, Too Late?

The EU’s tepid response to the 
attempted coup d’état and hasty 

statements by key officials criticising the 
measures taken by the government to 
eliminate FETÖ associates within state 
institutions, in essence reveals the EU’s 
failure to comprehend the severity of 
the threat posed by the attempted coup 
and its mastermind FETÖ. Instead of 
standing in solidarity with the Turkish 
people at a highly critical time, it is with 

regret that key EU officials and leaders 
have been pre-occupied with criticising 
the measures taken by the government 
and questioning Turkey’s commitment 
to rule of law and democracy. The fact 
that at the time of writing this report, 
a month since the coup attempt, 
which left nearly 250 people dead and 
a thousand injured, not a single EU 
head of state or government has visited 
Turkey to show solidarity with the 

“The most characterizing sign of the coup bid’s target ... was the bombing of the parliament. We, as 
parliamentarians, condemn the coup attempt in the strongest terms.”
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elected government and the Turkish 
people is very unfortunate. As argued 
by Turkey’s EU Affairs Minister Çelik, 
had the issue been about the refugee 
crisis in which Turkey’s cooperation is 
deemed essential, key EU officials and 
leaders including Merkel would be on 
the first plane to Ankara. 

The lukewarm response by the EU 
has partially to do with the prevailing 
misinformation circulating in the 
Western media. Some anti-Turkey, 
anti-government media sources have 
gone so far in their baseless accusations 
by suggesting that the coup attempt 
had been staged by the government. 
The fact that debates and exchanges 
between European and Turkish officials 
are currently being conducted through 
mass media and have gone beyond 
the established norms of international 
diplomacy points to a worrying trend.

The EU’s failure to understand the 
magnitude and severity of the threat 
posed by FETÖ, and the historic 
struggle for democracy by the Turkish 
people not only feeds into anti-Western 
and Euroskeptic sentiments among 
the Turkish public, but also threatens 
to further diminish its already waning 
political leverage on Turkey. Our aim 
is not to suggest that the EU should 
abandon advocating its core values of 
respect for the rule of law, fundamental 
rights and democracy, but to try to 
comprehend the peculiarity of the 
threat posed by FETÖ and try to 
engage with Turkey in a more balanced 
and constructive way rather than 
issuing public warnings. As suggested 
by former Swedish PM Carl Bildt in his 
article for Politico, “Europe risks losing 
its moral authority if it does not appear 
particularly engaged in dealing with 
the coup itself ”.

From Inaction to Intense Diplomatic Traffic: Turkey-EU Relations Back on 
Track

The rather unfavourable situation 
has begun to improve since the 

last weeks of August. In response to 
criticisms voiced by Turkey on various 
levels that the EU has failed to side 
with Turkey against the heinous coup 
attempt, visits by key EU officials, which 
have ground to a halt in the aftermath 
of 15 July, gained impetus and a vast 
number of key officials from the EU 
institutions and its member states have 
started flowing to Turkey. At the time 
of writing this report, Ankara has once 
again become an epicentre of intense 
European diplomacy. 

Numerous ministers from EU member 
states including Slovakia, Lithuania, 
Poland, Romania, Estonia and the 
Netherlands visited Turkey to show 
their solidarity with the government 
and people of Turkey. Senior EU officials 
including Commissioner for Migration, 
Home Affairs and Citizenship Dimitris 
Avrampoulos, European Commission’s 
Director General for Neighbourhood 
Policy and Enlargement Negotiations 
Christian Danielsson, AFET Chair 
Elmar Brok and EP Rapporteur for 
Turkey Kati Piri travelled to Turkey in 
the last weeks of August. On 26 August 
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2016, Bulgarian PM Boyko Borissov 
became the first EU leader to visit 
Turkey in a show of solidarity, while 
the visit at the highest level on behalf 
of an EU institution was carried out 
by EP President Martin Schulz on 1 
September 2016 – over a month and a 
half after the failed coup attempt. 

Following their visit to Turkey, AFET 
Chair Brok and EP Rapporteur for 
Turkey Kati Piri openly admitted that 
their opinion on FETÖ and the coup 
attempt has changed since their visit 
and that they have underestimated the 
traumatic effect of the coup attempt 
on the Turkish people. Informing 
AFET members of their visit, Brok 
and Piri urged the committee to 
constructively engage with Turkey on 
visa liberalisation.

Similarly, EP President Martin Schulz, 
following his exchanges with PM 
Binali Yıldırım, admitted that they 
did not know about FETÖ and that’s 

why they failed to respond to the 
developments in Turkey in a timely 
manner. Moreover, EP President 
reconfirmed Turkey’s importance for 
the EU and stated that the meetings 
provided a good opportunity to hold a 
frank, open and productive discussion 
on the state of Turkey-EU relations 
after weeks of undue estrangement.

On 9 September 2016, EU foreign 
policy chief Mogherini and 
Commissioner Hahn paid a long-
awaited visit to Ankara to participate 
in the EU-Turkey High Level Political 
Dialogue meeting. The visit bore 
symbolic importance as it marked the 
duo’s first visit in the country, in the 
aftermath of the 15 July coup attempt. 
During the meeting, which brought 
Mogherini and Hahn together with 
Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu and EU 
Affairs Minister Çelik, the Turkish side 
informed their European counterparts 
on the 15 July coup attempt and its 
aftermath. The parties had a frank 
and constructive discussion on 
Turkey’s accession talks and Turkey-
EU cooperation in a wide range of 

“On a personal note, after this visit, I have taken 
a different view than I had before regarding 
various Gülen-related issues. This is a group 
which has developed as a secret alliance over 
the decades and has invaded the state this way. 
With regards to the [infiltration] situation 
within various ministries and the army, I think 
the numbers are much more serious than we 
realized.”

Elmar Brok
AFET Chair

“Yıldırım spoke of a faction within the military 
that aimed at overthrowing the government 
through a coup. I would like to thank Mr. 
Yıldırım. We did not know of this and did not 
show the necessary reaction in a timely manner.”

Martin Schulz
President of the European Parliament
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areas including the migrant crisis, 
visa liberalisation and upgrading the 
Turkey-EU Customs Union. In the 
joint press conference following the 
meeting HR/VP Mogherini, stated that 
the meeting was an important occasion 
to reiterate the EU’s unequivocal 
condemnation of the attempted coup 
and to stress the EU’s solidarity with 
Turkey. Mogherini’s main message 
was that of a strong recommitment to 
dialogue and working together, “We 
need to talk more with each other, not 
about each other” Mogherini stated. 
According to EU Affairs Minister 
Çelik, the meeting was important 
to renew dialogue and to underline 
the genuine agenda of Turkey-EU 
relations. As such, the High Level 

Dialogue meeting was significant for 
reinforcing Turkey-EU cooperation 
in areas of mutual interest and shared 
concern and turning a new page in 
Turkey-EU relations.
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HOW DID THE RECENT 
EVENT IMPACT ON 

TURKISH ECONOMY? 

8
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The Turkish economy passed the “difficult exam” successfully after the failed 
coup attempt on 15 July. There has been a short term volatility in money and 

capital markets.  Despite a decline in the value of the Turkish lira against major 
currencies and the decrease in Turkey’s credit ratings right after the coup the markets 
recovered in a short period of time. The market reaction to the attempted coup 
has been moderate. The financial institutions including the banks, stock exchange, 
commodity markets and commerce centers opened without interruption on the 
following business day. The rise in the interest rates and foreign currencies were not  
devastating and the stock exchange decline was not sharp considering the severity 
of the coup attempt.  

Reactions of the Financial Markets

The financial markets reacted 
immediately to the coup attempt. 

The Turkish lira depreciated against the 
US dollar nearly by 5% in the evening 
of 15 July. But the currency recovered 
quickly and rose by 1.4% on the 
following days. In the middle of August 
the currency of the Turkish lira against 
the US dollar appreciated and reached 
its highest level since the coup attempt.

Istanbul stock exchange, Borsa Istanbul 
was also affected by the coup attempt. 
The main index (BIST 100) of Borsa 
Istanbul declined nearly by 9%. But 
contrary to worries, the worst case 
scenario did not materialized. On July 
the 19th   on the second business day 
after the failed coup attempt, the stock 
exchange’s decline slowed down to a 
daily loss of 1.0%. The BIST 100 index 
regained value by 7 %. 
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Two factors have been crucial in this 
recovery. Local investors tried to protect 
market share and limited losses by 
choosing to make purchases, Secondly 
precautions were taken by the Central 
Bank of the Republic of Turkey (TCMB) 
to prevent liquidity problems, as well as 
emergency moves were made before the 
market re-opened and foreign investors 
were reassured.  Neither the Capital 
Market Board (SPK) nor Borsa Istanbul 
needed to take emergency measures 
after the coup attempt. Regulators let 

the markets flow and they did not make 
any limitations or regulations. 

It is important to point out that the 
Turkish financial system is strong and 
supportive enough to overcome the 
trouble caused by the coup. Real GDP 
growth of about 4 per cent, low public 
debt-to-GDP ratio of 34 per cent, a 
strong banking system along with the 
measures taken after the coup attempt 
all, are helping the rapid recovery of the 
economy.

Reactions of Credit Rating Agencies

The immediate reaction of financial 
markets to the coup attempt 

also set the credit rating agencies 
in motion. Following the political 
uncertainty reigned in the country, 
one of the “Big Three” rating agencies 
Standard & Poor’s downgraded on 20 
July 2016 Turkey’s foreign currency 
rating from “BB+” to “BB” and also 
revised its outlook to negative. In its 
announcement, the agency stated that 
if prolonged the political uncertainty 
could cause the deterioration of the 
investment environment and thus 
put additional pressure upon Turkey’s 
balance of payments. However it is 
noteworthy to point out that Standard 
and Poor’s new rating was determined 
just before the announcement of the 
tree-month state of emergency and the 
precautionary measures to ensure the 
good functioning of the markets.

The two other credit rating agencies, 
Moody’s and Fitch have announced 
that they will review Turkey’s credit 

rating. In a statement made by Moody’s 
on 5 August 2016, it was confirmed 
that the review process would be 
complete within 90 days of the July 18 
announcement. Moody’s credit rating 
for Turkey was last set at the level of 
“Baa3” with “negative outlook”.  As for 
Fitch, it announced its review on 19 
August 2016 and decided to maintain 
existing sovereign rating of Turkey, 
which stands at the level of “BBB-”. 
But on the other hand, Fitch lowered 
Turkey’s outlook from “stable” to 
“negative”

The quick response taken by the 
government to minimize the adverse 
effect of the political situation in Turkey 
should be considered as important steps 
for the restoration of confidence in the 
business and investment environments. 
In addition to these precautionary 
measures, Turkey’s sound macro 
fundamentals will contribute without 
doubt to the improvement of financial 
markets.  Furthermore the fact that all 
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four major parties condemn the coup 
attempt undermined the argument 
of increased risk of polarization 

and is providing a more favorable 
environment for foreign investors.

Precautionary Measures Adopted After The Coup Attempt

In the aftermath of the failed 
military coup attempt, the Turkish 

government payed great attention at 
taking the necessary measures in order 
to prevent that this political turmoil 
leads the country into a severe economic 
crisis. Within this framework, the 
Central Bank has announced on 17 July 
2016 a series of precautionary measures 
to minimize the adverse effects of the 
coup attempt and to ensure the efficient 
functioning of the markets. In order 
to restore confidence among investors 
and stabilize the financial market, the 
Central Bank ensured first of all that 
unlimited liquidity will be provided to 
banks.

These precautionary measures are as 
follows:

1. The Central Bank will provide 
banks with needed liquidity 
without limits.

2. Commission rate for the Intraday 
Liquidity Facility will be zero.

3. Banks will be allowed to place 
foreign exchange deposit as 
collateral without limits for 
needed Turkish lira liquidity.

4. Banks’ current foreign exchange 
deposit limits of around 50 billion 
US dollars may be increased and 
utilization conditions (collateral 

and cost) may be improved if 
deemed necessary.

5. All markets and systems (the 
Electronic Fund Transfer and 
the Electronic Security Transfer 
and Settlement systems) will be 
left open until final settlement of 
transactions.

6. Market depth and prices will be 
closely monitored.

7. All measures will be taken to 
ensure financial stability, if 
deemed necessary.

The Central Bank has taken additional 
measures to support the efficient 
liquidity management of banks. For 
instance the Central Bank cut its 
overnight lending rate on 19 July 2016 
by a quarter points from 9% to 8.75%. 
The Bank also lowered the late liquidity 
window interest rates from 10.5% to 
10.25%.  

After the announcement of state of 
emergency the government assured 
that this would not affect the Turkish 
economy and the daily life of the people 
stressing that the economy will work 
under the market rules. 

The immediate action taken to reduce 
the negative economic effects of 
the coup attempt were welcomed 
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by international institutions. IMF 
Managing Director Christine Lagarde 
in an interview commented on 
Turkey saying “Turkish authorities, 
central bank, finance ministers and 
treasury operations have all reacted 
very strongly, in a concerted way, in 

order to make sure that there would 
be liquidity available, that the banks 
would function. In the main, there was 
an orderly functioning of the markets 
after something that was massively 
disorderly”

Strong Macro Fundamentals of the Turkish Economy

All these measures adopted after the coup attempt will contribute in ensuring 
the good functioning of the financial system and improving the investment 

environment. It is also important to stress that the Turkish economy presents strong 
macro fundamentals that will help limit the negative economic effects of the political 
turmoil. 

Turkey is one of the largest upper middle-income with a Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) of nearly $ 800 billion in 2015; Turkey is the 18th largest economy in the 
world and the 7th largest economy in Europe. As it is known, Turkey is a member of 
the OECD and the G20, and has also become over the last years an important donor 
to bilateral Official Development Assistance (ODA).

Turkey has presented an outstanding economic performance over the last decade. 
The economy grew with an average annual real GDP growth rate of 4.7 percent 
over the period between 2002 and 2014. It is also important to point out that 
while many developed countries were struggling with the aftershocks of the recent 
global economic crisis, the Turkish economy has proved its resilience to external 
shocks. Indeed the Turkish economy grew by 9.2% in 2010 and 8.5% in 2011. These 
indicators show that Turkey is one of the fastest growing economies in Europe. In 
the first quarter of 2016 Turkey recorded 4.8% percent growth rate which is one of 
the highest in emerging economies.
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Turkey’s fiscal and monetary policy mix proved relatively successful in the aftermath 
of the global financial crisis. In addition to the fiscal and monetary stimulus measures, 
the implementation of strict regulatory and supervisory regulations on banks and 
financial institutions enabled the Turkish economy to improve the resilience of the 
economy and thus overcome the effects of the global economic crisis in a short 
period of time.

Furthermore, the implementation of structural reforms played a key role in helping 
Turkey’s fast recovery from the global crisis and it contributed also to its robust 
economic growth. Without doubt, the accession process with the EU presents an 
important anchor for Turkey’s ongoing structural reforms. The main objectives of 
these reforms were to increase the role of the private sector in the Turkish economy, 
to enhance the efficiency and resiliency of the financial sector and to provide the 
social security system a more solid foundation. 

As these reforms have strengthened the macroeconomic fundamentals of the 
country, inflation drastically decreased to single digit levels down from 68.5 % in 
2001 to 8.8% in 2015. With the Central Bank succeeding in reducing the inflation 
rates, more stability has been brought to the financial markets in Turkey.

On the other hand, it is also worth pointing out that Turkey is in better position 
than most of the Member States of the EU in terms of budget deficit and public 
debt. The Turkish government debt fell to 32.6% to GDP in 2015. Turkey has been 
meeting since the year 2004 the Maastricht criteria concerning the gross debt to 
GDP ratio that should not exceed 60%. Moreover, in 2015, the central government 
budget deficit to GDP is at the level of 1.2% which is also lower than the Maastricht 
criteria for the budget deficit determined at the level of 3%. 
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As a gateway to Europe, the Middle East, North Africa and Central Asia, Turkey 
is considered as an important hub for trade and foreign direct investments in its 
region. Turkey’s successful economic performance over the past decade, along with 
its qualified and competitive labour force and liberal and reformist investment 
climate are key factors that drive investments in Turkey. Furthermore, along with 
its strategic geographic position, the highly developed infrastructure and logistics 
network are also important factors for attracting foreign investors. By the end of 
the year 2015, the number of foreign firms active in Turkey exceeded 46.000 and 
916 foreign firms have established liaison offices. The total amount of foreign 
direct investments exceeded $ 165 billion in 2015. Turkey’s strong economy and its 
attractiveness for foreign investors will not be undermined by the failed military 
coup attempt.

Figure 2: General Government Debt Stock/GDP (%) - Main Countries 2014 

Source: Ministry of Economy
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The immediate measures taken by the Turkish government to minimize the adverse 
effects on the economy are of great importance for restoring the confidence among 
foreign investors. Furthermore, a new incentive package for both national and foreign 
investors is envisaged by the Turkish government that will improve the investment 
environment of the country. This package includes a tax exemption of 20 years in 
strategic sectors such as defence, health, petrochemicals and electronics. Besides, 
Turkey is continuing to focus on the structural reforms to improve the functioning 
of the markets. These reforms will contribute to enhance the overall productivity of 
the country and contribute to the robust economic growth of Turkey.

The government is planning also establish a Sovereign Welfare Fund in order to 
keep growth on track and limit economic damage of the 15 July coup attempt. The 
fund is expected to boost Turkey’s economic growth by an additional 1.5 percent 
in the next 10 years. The draft law on the establishment of the Turkish Sovereign 
Wealth Fund was submitted to Parliament.  The new wealth fund is envisaged to 
be financed from the government’s asset sales program, cash surpluses from the 
privatization fund and other government institutions. 

Another measure to support the economy is the interest rate cuts. A downward 
revision in consumer, corporate and housing loans is expected from the lenders 
in the financial sector . Lowering the interest rates below 10 % without creating 
pressure on the sector in order . Considering the importance of the construction and 
the housing sector in the economy the government initiated work to reduce interest 
rates on housing loans and provide relieve to people by increasing the number of 
instalments for consumer loans. Banks Association of Turkey (TBB) is envisaging 
to raise the maximum maturity in consumer loans to 48 months or more from the 
current 36 months. 

Banking Regulation and Supervision Agency (BDDK) is carrying out studies to 
structure deferred receivables, adding that studies include consumer loans as well 
as credit card debt. Deferred credit card debts will be waived and others will be 
restructured with low interest applied in order to ease consumers and enable the 
economy to regain the total amount deferred.  
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HOW ABOUT TURKEY’S 
EU PERSPECTIVE

9
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9. “Turkey-EU Relations”, Republic of Turkey  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, acessed Augıst 16, 2016. 
Retrieved from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/relations-between-turkey-and-the-european-union.en.mfa.

Europe is our common home that we have united around common norms, principles 
and values. As a part and parcel of the European family, Turkey not only has 
influenced the political, economic and socio-cultural developments in the Continent 
but has also been influenced by them. An overall evaluation of the history of Europe 
cannot be made without analyzing the role that Turkey played in the Continent. As 
in the past, the destinies of Turkey and other European countries are intertwined. 
We face the future together. In this context, our goal to become an EU member is a 
strategic choice.9

This statement of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Turkey 

underlined the fact that Turkey 
positioned itself as a part of Europe’s 
future and therefore declares EU 
membership as a strategic choice. For 
Turkey the EU membership meant 
reaching the standards of not only 
economic, scientific and technological 
development but also democracy, 
human rights and rule of law. Turkey’s 
long-standing aspiration to become 
a member of the EU witnessed many 
ups and downs along with important 
developments both in Turkey and EU. 
However the transformative power 
of EU membership goal in Turkey 
has been always stronger when both 
parties are committed to carry out this 

relationship to a next stage or become 
more integrated. In the past Turkey 
changed its laws and regulations, 
made important reforms, formed new 
institutions and bodies in order to 
establish the last stage of Turkey-EU 
Customs Union and to start accession 
negotiations. 

Turkey still attributes a great 
importance to the transformative 
power of EU membership. A recent 
public opinion survey conducted in 
April 2016 by IKV and Realta Research 
Company indicated that the public 
support to Turkey’s EU membership 
is 75.5%, which is one of the highest 
levels of support since the start of the 
accession negotiations. 

“

“
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Turkey’s EU perspective continues to be relevant for the country’s development and 
democratization and the relations between Turkey an EU has more potential to go 
beyond existing accession negotiations. Relations with the EU continue along the 
following pathways: 

Accession Negotiations

Since the opening of accession negotiations between Turkey and the EU on 3 
October 2005, 16 chapters have been opened to negotiations yet only one of them 

(“Science and Research” – Chapter 25) has been provisionally closed. “Financial 
and Budgetary Provisions”, which was opened on 30 June 2016, has been the last 
chapter opened in Turkey’s accession negotiations. The negotiation process has lost 

As Turkey’s business community, our approach to the EU rests on a win-win approach. Turkey’s 
accession to the EU will benefit our democracy, our people, our youth, our women, our workers, 

our farmers, all in all, all segments of our society. Similarly, the EU has also a lot to gain by Turkey’s 
accession. It will be more powerful and dynamic politically and economically. Turkey’s EU mem-

bership will also contribute to regional and global stability and peace. 

M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoglu, TOBB Chairman
Opening speech at IKV’s 50th Year Ceremony, 9 May 2016

“In a public opinion poll conducted by IKV in 18 cities of Turkey, on 23-24 April 2016, we have 
found out that 75 % of the respondents favour Turkey’s membership to the EU. This is a rise of 13 % 
compared to last year’s result.  So we can be sure that the people generally espouse Turkey’s EU goal 
which makes a sound basis for acceleration of the accession process on Turkey’s part…. Turkey and 
the EU’s fates are intertwined as the areas of interdependence and mutual concern such as events 

like the Syria war and refugee crisis show to us time and time again. Turkey needs the EU as a driv-
ing force and model for its socio-economic development and integration to the global system, while 

the EU needs Turkey as a major contributor for the resolution of its problems such as irregular 
migration, an effective foreign and security policy, energy security and dynamism of its economy…
We believe that the optimal means to manage and foster Turkey-EU relations is by way of Turkey’s 

integration to the EU as a Member State.” 

Ayhan Zeytinoglu, IKV Chairman
Opening speech at IKV-ACELG Seminar: “Turkey and EU Relations-Common Interests or 

Divergent Paths?”, 30 May 2016, University of Amsterdam.
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momentum due to many obstacles such as the Cyprus issue and the unilateral vetoes 
of some EU Member States. However Turkey and EU continued their efforts to re-
energize accession process since both parties recognise the vitality of strengthening 
cooperation towards common challenges such as economic development, fight 
against terrorism, security of energy supply, refugee crises etc. Therefore both 
parties engaged in closer cooperation by organising high level dialogue meetings in 
the areas of politics, economy and energy.

Information Society and 
Media  
(19.12.2008) 

10

Consumer and Health 
Protection  
(19.12.2007) 

28

Enterprise and Industrial 
Policy  
(29.03.2007) 

20

Table 2: Current Situation in Turkey’s Accession Negotiations

OPENED CHAPTERS

Regional Policy and 
Coordination of Structural 
Instruments (5.11.2013) 

22

Free Movement of Capital  
(19.12.2008) 4

Trans-European 
Networks
(19.12.2009) 

21

Science and Research 
(12.06.2006, Provisionally 
closed) 

25

Food Safety, Veterinary 
and Phytosanitary Policy  
(30.6.2010) 

12

Taxation
(30.06.2009)  16

Company Law 
(17.06.2008) 6

Statistics  
(26.06.2007)  18

Economic and Monetary 
Policy 
(14.12.2015) 

17

Environment
(21.12.2009) 27

Intellectual Property Law  
(17.06.2008) 7

Financial Control 
(26.06.2007) 32

Financial Budgetary 
Provisions 
(30.06.2016)

33

CHAPTERS OF WHICH OPENING BENCHMARK IS ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL 
Free Movement of Goods 1

Right of Estalishment 
and Freedom to Provide 
Services  

3

CHAPTERS BLOCKED BY GCASC UNILATERALLY 

CHAPTERS WITHOUT POLITICAL BLOCKAGES 

Financial Services 9 Agricultural and Rural 
Development11

Fisheries 13 Transport Policy 14 Customs Union  29 External Relations30

Freedom of Movement 
for Workers 2 Energy 15 Judiciary and 

Fundamental Rights 23 Justice, Freedom and 
Security 24

Education and Culture 26 Foreign, Security and 
Defence Policy31

Public Procurement 5 Competition Policy 8 Social Policy and 
Employment 19 Institutions

(at the end of negotiations) 34

Other Issues 
(at the end of negotiations) 35
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After the coup attempt on 15-16 July 
Turkey decided to make important 
changes in its military, judiciary, law-
enforcement, education system and 
public administration, so that civil 
servants and other employers will be 
elevated to any position by suitability 
and merit. While Turkey faces a new 
challenge to re-establish governance 
with aforementioned criteria, EU 

acquis and experience will provide 
the main guidance for Turkish public 
authorities. As the history proved many 
times, EU accession has an important 
influence over Turkey to make reforms 
and to progress in democracy, human 
rights, rule of law. Considering this, the 
European and Turkish authorities shall 
create a more constructive narrative 
and closer cooperation.

Refugee Agreement

Turkey and EU are both affected by 
the unprecedented displacement 

crisis. According to the data of UNHCR 
in 2015 over 1 million people (refugees, 
displaced persons and other migrants) 
have made their way to the EU, either 
escaping conflict in their country and 
in quest of better economic prospects. 
Many of those people reach their 
destination through a dangerous 
journey and require basic humanitarian 
assistance. Over the last years Turkey, 
as a transit country for migration, 
also became a target country, which 
today hosts over than 3 million Syrian 
refugees. In order to tackle refugee 
crises both Turkey and EU developed 
a comprehensive approach and new 
cooperation mechanisms.

On 18 March 2016 EU and Turkey agreed 
to end the irregular migration from 
Turkey to the EU and replace it instead 

with legal channels of resettlement 
of refugees to the European Union. 
The aim was to replace disorganised, 
chaotic, irregular and dangerous 
migratory flows by organised, safe and 
legal pathways to Europe for those 
entitled to international protection in 
line with EU and international law. 

Both parties took significant steps in 
the implementation of the Turkey-EU 
deal, so that the number of migrants 
decreased drastically. Whereas in the 
weeks before the implementation of the 
Turkey-EU deal around 1,740 migrants 
were crossing the Aegean Sea to the 
Greek islands every day, the average 
daily arrivals decreased to 47 since May.

It is important to note that Turkey 
carries out the political determination 
to continued success of the Turkey-EU 
migration agreement.

Visa Liberalisation

At the end of 2013, Turkey and 
EU initiated visa liberalisation 

dialogue which aims to make progress 
towards the elimination of visa 

obligation imposed on Turkish citizens 
when they are traveling to the Schengen 
Area for a short term visit.  Within the 
dialogue the Turkish legislation and 
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administrative practices are screened 
and elaborated by the Commission in 
the document called “Roadmap towards 
visa-free regime with Turkey”. 

Turkey made important reforms in 
order to meet the requirements included 
in the Roadmap, such as improving 
document safety, establishing anti-
corruption training programmes for 
officials dealing with visas, carrying out 
border surveillance along all the borders 
of the country, ratifying the Council 
of Europe Convention on Action 
against Human Trafficking, ratifying 
relevant international data protection 
conventions, ratify the EU-Turkey 

readmission agreement initialled on 21 
June 2012.

The remaining criterion regarding 
changing the anti-terrorism legislation 
became a source of tension in Turkey-
EU visa liberalisation dialogue. 
However Turkey officials announced 
that they are ready to modify anti-terror 
law, as the EU requested, if that didn’t 
hurt the fight against terrorism. In the 
coming days it is critical for both parties 
to work on securing visa-free travel for 
Turkish citizens, so that one of the main 
obstacles in Turkey-EU relations will be 
removed and the credibility of EU in 
Turkish public will be improved.  

Modernization of Turkey-EU Customs Union

On the 31 January 1996, the Customs 
Union between the EU and Turkey 

came into effect, thereby creating the 
closest economic relationship between 
the EU and a non-member country. 
The Customs Union has brought 
fundamental changes in Turkey’s trade 
and competition legislation and policies 
and created new opportunities and 
challenges for the Turkish economy. 

On the 12th May 2015, the European 
Commissioner for Trade Cecilia 
Malmström and Turkish Minister of 
Economy Nihat Zeybekci announced 
their decision to revise the framework 
and to expand the scope of the Customs 
Union between Turkey and the EU 
that was established 20 years ago. This 
represents an opportunity for both 

parties to strengthen their bilateral 
economic and trade relations. 

The framework and scope of Turkey-
EU Customs Union established 20 years 
ago has become outdated. The reasons 
leading to the revision of Turkey-EU 
Customs Union can be summarized as 
follows: 

 �Changes in the world trading system 
(i.e. emerging issues in international 
trade, new form of protectionism, 
rise of bilateral/regional free trade 
agreements).

 �Number of complaints voiced out 
increased over the last few years 
in regard to the functioning of the 
Customs Union, especially Turkey’s 
absence in the decision making 
mechanism.
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 � Shift in EU’s trade policy towards 
more deep and comprehensive 
Free Trade Agreements with key 
economic partners.

 �Reluctance shown by some of EU’s 
Free Trade Agreements partners 
to negotiate a separate Free Trade 
Agreement with Turkey thus 
creating an asymmetric situation to 
the detriment of Turkey’s economic 
interests.

 �The application of quotas to 
Turkish trucks and visa to Turkish 
businessmen have also been 
important causes of concern since 
these discriminatory treatments 
put the free movement of goods in 
jeopardy.

Turkey-EU Customs Union needs to be 
revised not only in the light of the new 
global tendencies of world trade but also 
in the light of shortcomings resulting 
from Turkey’s absence in the decision 
making process and the obstructions 
encountered in the free movement of 
goods. In this respect, it is essential 

not only to revise the framework of the 
Customs Union but also to expand the 
scope of the agreement to new areas 
such as agriculture, service and public 
procurement. 

Today, the EU is Turkey’s number-one 
import and export partner; mean-
while, Turkey ranks sixth in the EU’s 
top import and fourth in export 
markets. Turkey’s exports to the EU 
are mostly machinery and transport 
equipment, followed by manufactured 
goods whereas EU exports to Turkey 
are dominated by machinery and 
transport material, chemical products 
and manufactured goods. Additionally, 
the EU is the main source of FDI in 
Turkish economy. 

The modernization of the Customs 
Union will allow both parties to 
improve existing economic and trade 
relations, to strengthen economic ties 
and to have more integrated markets. 
Moreover it is also critical for Turkey 
to continue its liberalisation process 
and become more integrated and 
competitive in global market. 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Ex
po

rt
s thousand $ 52,935 62,589 59,398 63,040 68,514 63,999

Share in 
total, % 46.5 46.4 39 41.5 43.5 44.5

Im
po

rt
s thousand $ 72,391 91,439 87,658 92,458 88,784 78,681

Share in 
total, % 39 38 37.1 36.7 36.7 38
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“Would there have been a ‘European history’ excluding Turkey? Some argue that Turkey has 
been in Europe not of Europe. Yet, modern Turkey is the inheritor of the Byzantine and Ottoman 

empires, which have shaped Europe, notwithstanding nationalist denials, including in Turkey itself.  
Moreover, if Turkey is not European then the Balkan states are not European either, given their 
Muslim or Slavic Orthodox characters and their history “at the margin of Europe”. Most impor-

tantly, it was at its inception, with Atatürk modernist agenda in the 1920s, that Turkey chose 
Europe, its political institutions and the idea of a secular state.That Kemalism should be a Euro-

pean project par excellence is demonstrated by its great resemblance with all European nationalist 
projects and their mix of progressive and exclusionary ideology.11 For the most part, the political 
dynamic of the country throughout the 20th century, has been based on an affirmation, at times 

consensual, at times contested, of this European project….

Excerpt from “Turkey is European … for Europe’s sake” by Kalypso Nicolaidis 
Published in: Turkey and the European Union: From Association to Accession? Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, The Netherlands, January2004, p.5, http://users.ox.ac.uk/~ssfc0041/turkey_european.pdf 

(22.08.2016)

“It is clear that the arguments in favor of Turkish accession are numerous and strong, starting, with 
the respect of the given word: if the European Union wants to exist, it must first honor the texts that 

is has signed. Tomorrow, with Turkey, we shall be stronger to face the challenges which await us. 
Not only shall we reinforce the credibility of the European word, but we shall also succeed in taking 

it where it is poorly heard today”.

Excerpt from Michel Rocard, “Yes to Turkey” cited by Ariane Bonzon
“Yes to Turkey: The Strategic Interest of Turkey’s Accession to the EU”, 23.10.2009, http://www.

institut-bosphore.org/upload/publication/917821319113862.pdf (22.08.2016). 

“In particular, Turkey is an important partner as a new economic powerhouse for the Single 
Market and a growing regional power that could contribute to our shared foreign policy effort. 

We believe strongly in the benefits the Turkish accession process has brought both to the EU and 
Turkey and in its continued importance for driving progress towards shared goals such as economic 

competitiveness, energy security and regional stability.”

The EU and Turkey: Steering a Safer Path Through the Storms by Eleven EU Foreign 
Ministers

 01.12.2011, https://euobserver.com/opinion/114473 (22.08.2016).
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The world is going through a period of rapid transition displaying historical, cultural and strategic 
transformations. In such a period states and politicians need to have a resolute vision about the 

world and the future more than ever… Turkey and the EU have a lot to contribute to a rule-based 
international order. However some circles in the EU ignore historical realities due to their ideolog-
ical myopia. Turkey provides a very important opportunity to start a new chapter of the European 

project. Today, Europe is faced with the challenge of agreeing on a common answer to the ques-
tion: “What kind of EU?”… Turkey’s accession will immensely contribute to the EU’s dynamism, 

self-confidence, soft power and ability to project stability to the rest of the world.   

Franco Frattini, Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Italy
“Turkey’s EU membership on the 50th Anniversary of Turkey-EU Relations”, Conference 

organized by IKV, 07.05.2013. 

In the turbulent times we are living in, a stable, democratic and prosperous Turkey is ever more 
in the vital interest of the European Union and Turkey. We call upon Turkey to resume its de-

mocratisation and reverse its political shortcomings. In this context, we are firmly convinced that 
re-launching a credible accession process can buttress Turkey’s efforts to cure its internal rifts and 

accelerate political reform. It can also support Turkey in pursuing the necessary economic reforms 
to avert crisis and progress along the path of economic development. And it can maximize the full 
potential of cooperation between the EU and Turkey on strategic questions such as energy and for-
eign policy. The Independent Commission on Turkey strongly believes that change in both Turkey 

and the European Union has become imperative.

Excerpt from “Turkey in Europe: The Imperative for Change”
Third Report of the Independent Commission on Turkey, March 2014, p.48, http://www.indepen-

dentcommissiononturkey.org/pdfs/2014_english.pdf (22.08.2016). 

“..And make no mistake: the West’s attitude toward Turkey matters. Western diplomats should 
escalate engagement with Turkey to ensure an outcome that reflects democratic values and is 

favorable to Western and Turkish interests alike.

A democratic and European Turkey could be a bridge to deliver reform and modernity to the Mus-
lim world; an alienated and authoritarian Turkey could bring conflict and strife back to Europe’s 

eastern borderlands. What happens on the Bosphorus affects us all.”

Excerpt from Carl Bildt, “Taking Turkey Seriously”
Project Syndicate, 12.08.2016, https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/turkey-geopoliti-

cal-importance-by-carl-bildt-2016-08 (22.08.2016). 
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WHAT NEXT FOR 
TURKEY?

10



73

Turkey faced many hurdles and challenges in the last couple of years. A series of 
terrorist attacks took place since 2015 in the Southeast of the country as well 

as large cities such as Istanbul, Ankara and Bursa, the last one being the suicide 
bombing of a wedding in Gaziantep leading to the loss of 54 lives. Foreign policy 
problems mostly related to the instability in the Middle East centered around the 
ongoing war in Syria. The crisis over the downing of a Russian jet over the Turkish-
Syrian border led to a deterioration of relations until a rapprochement culminating 
in Erdoğan’s visit to Moscow on 9 August. Despite losses in the tourism and export 
sectors Turkish economy continued to grow by 4.8% in the first quarter of 2016. 
Turkey also continued to host nearly 3 million Syrian refugees and continued to 
cater for their needs aided by the Turkey-EU joint action plan and March 18 refugee 
agreement. It may be said that one of the most important qualities that Turkish 
people have gained over their long history is resilience to shocks and ability to 
survive despite tantalizing developments around and inside the country.  
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“What Doesn’t Kill Me, Makes Me Stronger”

The July 15 coup attempt once 
again brought Turkish people 

together around their common 
identification with their country. 
Despite ideological, ethnic, and 
religious differences they were able to 
join forces against an existential threat 
to the democratic regime. This was 
not the only threat facing Turkey as 
evidenced by the impending attacks 
by ISIS that necessitated the recent 
military operations in Syria with the 
coalition forces. The extreme instability 
and bloodshed in Syria and Iraq also 
affected countries in the region such 
as Turkey. In the aftermath of the coup 
attempt, the government engaged 
in a largescale restructuration and 
elimination of Gulenist elements in 
public administration and the economy 
and became more involved with the 
fight against ISIS in Syria. Although 
these are important challenges for any 
country, they are inevitable for Turkey 
to weather the storm and emerge as 
more powerful.  

Following the coup attempt and state 
of emergency, many questions come up 
regarding Turkey’s future. Will capital 
punishment return? Will Turkey 
suspend the European Convention of 
Human Rights for an indefinite period? 
Will Turkey reconsider its ties to the 
West? Will it search for alternative 
alliances? In answering all these 
questions it should be kept in mind 
that Turkey stays on course as part 
of the Western alliance with a strong 
partnership with the EU on the basis 

of the goal of eventual membership. 
Turkey’s strategic and security ties 
with NATO and the USA as well as its 
political and economic ties to the EU, 
its number one trading partner, are 
precious and indispensable. Despite 
frequent differences and conflict of 
interests, it cannot be denied that 
mutual interests underlying the Turkey-
EU relationship are vital and strong. 

Turkey’s place in Europe depends on a 
conglomeration of geography, history 
and culture as well as geopolitical 
and institutional ties and it cannot be 
eradicated as a result of a period of 
extraordinary circumstances. Turkey’s 
ties to current European structures go 
back to the end of the Second World 
War when it became a member of the 
Council of Europe, NATO and OECD 
but also go back much before in history 
to the westernization efforts of the 
Ottoman Empire. The establishment 
of the Turkish Republic as a European-
style national state may be seen as 
the culmination of this process. The 
Turkish Republic based on national 
sovereignty, will of the people, 
secularism and rationalism, embodied 
the principles and ideas of the European 
Enlightenment. Turkey took its place 
in the Euro-Atlantic community 
following the Second World War and 
aimed at gradually strengthening 
and deepening its relations with 
the European Communities which 
continued to this day through the 
Association relationship and the 
accession negotiations. 
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Turkey will remain part of European 
institutional structures and work for 
full integration into the EU. Turkey’s 
ties to Eurasia and the Middle East are 
also critically important and vital. They 
are not alternatives to its European 
vocation but only complementary to 
it. As Turkey’s probable membership to 
the EU is bound to strengthen the EU’s 
outreach to this part of the world, so does 
Turkey’s EU vocation contribute to its 
role and impact in its neighbourhood. 
Moreover, Turkey’s EU perspective still 
plays a very important anchor role in 
terms of pushing forwards economic 
and political reforms in Turkey. For 
it to remain that way, the accession 
negotiations should be accelerated with 
a view to their completion by the end of 
the decade. 

Despite controversy surrounding the 
return of the death penalty in Turkey 
in the heat of the post-coup attempt 
days, Turkey’s level of democratization 
and European ties prevent such an 
occurrence.  Following the completion 
of the state of emergency, Turkey will 
continue on its democratization path 
on the basis of a renewed consensus 
among major political parties and 
strive to resolve impending issues such 
as drafting a new constitution. The 
recalibration of Turkey’s foreign policy 
towards mending ties with countries 
such as Israel, Russia, and Egypt and 
making a decisive contribution to the 
stabilization of Syria will also contribute 
to an improvement in Turkey’s ties with 
the West. 

In the signing ceremony of the Ankara 
Agreement on 12 September 1963, the 
President of the EEC Commission, 
Prof. Dr. Walter Hallstein made the 
following statement: “…Turkey is part 
of Europe. That is really the ultimate 
meaning of what we are doing today. 
It confirms in incomparably topical 
form a truth which is more than the 
summary expression of a geographical 
concept or of a historical fact that holds 
good for several centuries…”10. A lot 
has happened since then, the Cold 
War ended, Soviet Union collapsed, 
Germany became one again, the 
EU enlarged to Central and Eastern 
Europe, USA experienced the 9/11 
bombings, Americans entered into 
Iraq, Arab uprisings took place, war 
erupted in Syria, ISIS engaged in terror 
attacks in France and Belgium… On 
the background of changing world, 
can we make the same statement 
that Hallstein made 54 years ago? 
Looking at the gateway position that 
Turkey occupies at the southeast end 
of Europe, its significance in terms of 
contributing to European security and 
stability be it in the fight against ISIS 
and/or control of irregular migration 
to the EU, and its modern, dynamic 
and rapidly-developing society we can 
answer in the affirmative: Yes Turkey is 
part of Europe but in order for Turkey 
to espouse its European ties and for the 
EU to continue to matter for the future 
of the country, it needs more support 
and a genuine commitment from its 
European friends. 

10. Archive of European Integration,  Address by Professor Dr. Walter Hallstein, President of the 
Commission of the European Economic Community, on the occasion of the signature of the Association 
Agreement with Turkey. Ankara, 12 September 1963, University of Pittsburgh, http://aei.pitt.
edu/14311/1/S77.pdf (24.08.2016).
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