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THE 2021 TURKEY REPORT: IMPASSE IN THE ACCESSION 
PROCESS CONTINUED

It was a year in which efforts were made to pursue a “positive agenda” in Turkey-EU relations and 
tension has eased on some issues. However, looking at the Turkey Report, one can see that no 

concrete progress has been made in the relations.  

As part of the Enlargement 
Package for 202�, the European 
Commission published the 

Country Reports for all candidate 
and potential candidate countries on 
�9 October 202�. The Enlargement 
Package was announced with the 
presentation of Olivér Várhelyi, 
the European Commissioner for 
Neighbourhood and Enlargement. 
The reports were prepared in line with 
the new enlargement methodology 
following the decision taken by the 
EU last year. The new methodology 
puts more emphasis on fundamental 
reforms in areas such as the rule of 
law, the functioning of democratic 
institutions and economy, freedom 
of expression, freedom of press and 
pluralism, and public administration.

The 202� Enlargement Strategy 
underlines that Turkey is a candidate 
country for EU membership. 
However, it states that the accession 
negotiations with Turkey are still frozen 
and Turkey is an important partner 
for the EU in key areas of common 
interest. On the other hand, it also 
points out that the high-level dialogue 
and cooperation between Turkey and 
the EU have increased in 202�.

It was a year in which efforts were 
made to pursue a “positive agenda” 
in Turkey-EU relations and tension 
has eased on some issues. However, 
looking at the Turkey Report, one 
can see that no concrete progress 
has been made in the relations. The 
content and language of the report 
do not contain surprises for those 
who have been following Turkey-EU 
relations closely in recent years.

The Commission’s Assessments
In the report, Chapters 23 and 

24 -respectively on Judiciary and 
Fundamental Rights and Justice, 
Freedom and Security -stand out as 
the sections where the most critical 
expressions were used and according 
to the Commission, the backsliding 
continued. One can see that criticism 
is expressed in almost all areas 
covered by these chapters and that 

the warnings and recommendations 
made in the previous reports are 
reiterated. Noting that Turkey’s 
preparations are at an early stage 
in Chapter 23, it is stated that 
serious backsliding continued in the 
reporting period. While 
acknowledging that some positive 
steps were taken last year with the 
adoption of the new Human Rights 
Action Plan, the report notes that the 
plan does not provide concrete steps 
to solve urgent problems. In addition, 
it is underlined that the backsliding 
continues regarding the civil society, 
democratic institutions and human 
rights.

In contrast to the bleak picture the 
Commission paints in the above areas, 
migration and asylum policy stand 
out as areas where Turkey’s efforts 
are praised. The report emphasizes 
that Turkey has made some progress 
in immigration and asylum policy. 
It is praised and appreciated that 
Turkey increased the surveillance and 
protection capacity especially at its 
eastern borders and hosts the largest 
number of refugees in the world. 
Despite all these positive statements, 
it should be noted at this point that 
the EU does not make any statement 
about its own obligations regarding 
migration and asylum.

Turkey’s withdrawal from the 
İstanbul Convention is paid particular 
attention in the report. It is stated 
that the withdrawal raised concern 
regarding Turkey’s commitment to 
international agreements. Besides, the 
withdrawal is interpreted as a setback 
in women’s rights in Turkey. It is also 
criticized that many human rights 
defenders protesting the withdrawal 
in the streets were detained and 
imposed a fine.

Turkey’s foreign policy is also an 
area that has been harshly criticized as 
in previous reports. The report claims 
that Turkey maintains an “assertive” 
foreign policy and criticizes its military 
presence in the regions such as 
Iraq, Syria and Nagorno-Karabakh.
Although de-escalation in the Eastern 
Mediterranean and discontinuation of 
hydrocarbon exploration and drilling 
activities by Turkey are considered 
positive, it is underscored that the EU 
will maintain defending the rights of 
the Greek Cypriot Administration and 
Greece in the region. For such reasons, 
the report argues that Turkish foreign 
policy  continued to collide with EU 
priorities under the Common Foreign, 
Security and Defence Policies. It is seen 
that Turkey’s alignment rate with CFSP 
declarations, which was 2�% in the 
2020 report, decreased to �4% in the 

202� report.
As a result, it is stated in the 

Turkey Report that more efforts are 
needed for legislative alignment 
with the EU acquis in many areas. It is 
mentioned that implementation and 
enforcement in all areas are needed 
to be significantly improved. It should 
be noted that the Turkey Report 
covers the period from June 2020 to 
June 202�. The 202� Turkey Report 
indicates good progress in � chapter, 
some progress in �0 chapters, limited 
progress in 9 chapters, no progress 
in 6 chapters, and backsliding in 7 
chapters. Overall, Turkey’s alignment in 
3 out of 33 chapters is well advanced 
and its preparations in 6 chapters are 
at a good level. Turkey is reported to 
be moderately prepared in �� of the 
remaining chapters. It has some level 
of preparation in �0 chapters while 
preparations in 3 chapters are said to 
be at an early stage.

Turkey’s Response
The Turkish Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs responded to the 202� 
Turkey Report with a strong written 
statement. The harshest reaction was 
shown to the criticism at Chapter 23. 
Emphasizing that the allegations in 
the aforementioned section were 
baseless and unfair, the statement 
pointed out that the political 
obstacles in front of these chapters 
have not been removed and criticisms 
are directed on controversial issues 
even in the EU Member States. In 
addition, it is mentioned that unjust 
and disproportionate assessment 
were made without taking into 
consideration the specific conditions 
of Turkey.

As regards the praise shown to 
policies in areas such as migration, 
“The EU’s willingness to conduct  ‘give 
and take’ relations on a daily basis 
with Turkey only in areas of its own 
interests” is harshly criticized and it 
is emphasized that this approach 
is unacceptable. As stressed by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the 
statement, it is seen that the EU 

uses a balanced and soft language 
and reduces the level of criticism, 
especially on issues that are in its own 
interest.

It should be noted that placing 
the responsibility for the slowdown 
in the EU accession process solely on 
the shoulders of Turkey is a one-sided 
approach. In this context, the tone 
adopted in the report as if  Turkey 
were the only party responsible for 
the interruption of the process is not 
promising for the future of relations 
between the two sides.

As a result, for the solution of 
current problems and for the future of 
relations, both Turkey and the EU need 
to show full political will. It is clear that 
no matter how willing Turkey is and 
whatever it does for the chapters, it 
will not be able to make significant 
progress with an EU whose appetite 
to enlarge further has disappeared. It 
is of utmost importance for the future 
of bilateral relations and Turkey’s EU 
journey that the EU sees Turkey as a 
candidate country again and removes 
political blockages in front of the 
crucial chapters.

It should also be noted that 
Turkey’s EU membership perspective 
and Europeanisation process 
continue. Being a member of the EU 
still continues to be a strategic choice 
for Turkey. In particular, the recent 
steps taken on the European Green 
Deal and the ratification of the Paris 
Climate Agreement by the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey are cases 
in point. The most important indicator 
of Turkey’s continuing European 
perspective this year is the declaration 
of the Human Rights Action Plan, 
the Judicial Reform Strategy and the 
National Action Plan for Accession to 
the EU, although the EU is cautious 
on the grounds that it does not offer 
concrete solutions. Turkey must 
maintain this perspective and strive to 
fulfil the membership criteria and give 
impetus to reforms. It is necessary to 
take steps especially in areas where 
harsh criticism is directed, such as the 
political criteria.
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The General Assembly of the 
European Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry (EUROCHAMBRES), 
chaired by President of the Union of 
Chambers and Commodity Exchanges 
of Turkey (TOBB) M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu, 
was held online on �5 October 202�.

At the meeting where the 
President, Vice Presidents and 
President Deputies for the 
2022-2023 term were elected, 
TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu was 
re-elected as EUROCHAMBRES Vice 
President.

TOBB PRESIDENT 
HİSARCIKLIOĞLU 
RE-ELECTED AS 
EUROCHAMBRES VICE 
PRESIDENT 

IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu 
visited Brussels on �3 and �4 

October 202� to hold a series of 
meetings on Turkey-EU relations. 

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
started off his exchanges in 
Brussels by visiting Turkey’s 
Permanent Delegation to the 
EU where he was received by 
Turkey’s Permanent Delegate 
to the EU Ambassador 
Mehmet Kemal Bozay. During 
the meeting, the latest 
developments in 
Turkey-EU relations were 
discussed. Highlighting the 
importance of resuming high 
level dialogue meetings between 
Turkey and the EU, Ambassador 
Bozay congratulated IKV for 
its efforts aimed at improving 
Turkey-EU relations and noted 
that efforts for launching the 
Customs Union modernisation 
process would continue. 

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
visited European Commissioner 
for Neighbourhood and 
Enlargement Olivér Várhelyi 
in his office. Emphasizing the 
importance of the continuation 
of Turkey’s EU perspective and 
the goal of full membership 
during his visit, Zeytinoğlu 
highlighted Turkey’s position 
in terms of economic growth 
figures and as a leading supplier 
to the EU economy. During the 
meeting in which launching the 
Customs Union modernisation 
talks, visa liberalisation and high 
level dialogues on topics such 
as energy, climate and health 
were discussed, information was 

provided on the activities and 
objectives of IKV.

For his part, Commissioner 
Várhelyi stated that Turkey is 
an important neighbour and 
a strategic partner for the EU. 
Noting that the ratification of 
the Paris Climate Agreement by 
the Grand National Assembly 
of Turkey (GNAT) was a very 
promising development, Várhelyi 
expressed the EU’s readiness 
to support Turkey’s alignment 
with the European Green 
Deal. Underlining that Turkey 
continues to be a candidate 
country, Várhelyi pointed out 
that the process would continue 
depending on the fulfilment 
of the necessary requirements. 
Várhelyi congratulated IKV 
Chairman Zeytinoğlu for his work 
and wished him success. 

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
also met with Thomas Frellesen, 
Head of the Turkey Division at the 
European External Action Service 
(EEAS) and Baiba Aleksejuka-
Tavaresa, member responsible 
for Turkey at the cabinet of EU 
High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy and 
Vice-President of the European 
Commission Josep Borrell Fontelles. 
During the meetings, the 202� 
EU Enlargement Strategy and the 
Turkey Report, which are expected 
to be published soon, the role of 
civil society in Turkey-EU relations 
and steps towards revitalising 
Turkey-EU relations were discussed. 
IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu 
was accompanied by IKV Secretary 
General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas 
and Brussels Representative Haluk 
Nuray.

IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU MET 
WITH EUROPEAN COMMISSIONER 
VÁRHELYI IN BRUSSELS

The EU Delegation to Turkey and IKV 
İstanbul EU Information Center held 

the EU-Turkey Youth Climate Forum 
in cooperation with Science Virus 
Organisation on 26 October 202� on 
the occasion of EU Climate Diplomacy 
Week. The Forum brought together 
�00 young people, including EU Young 
Climate Ambassadors, from different 
cities of Turkey.  Concrete proposals 
developed by the young participants 
are envisaged to be presented to local 
leaders as the response of the Turkish 
youth to the climate crisis.

Following the opening speech 
by Şule Yücebıyık, founder of Science 
Virus, the Forum, which was moderated 
by Myra Project Director Damla Özer, 
continued with speeches by EU 
Delegation Climate Change Sector 
Manager Alper Acar, UNDP Turkey Head 
of Communications Dr. Faik Uyanık 
and Deputy Head of Cooperation at 
the EU Delegation to Turkey Laurent 
Guirkinger. 

In the second part of the EU-Turkey 
Youth Climate Forum, Head of the 
EU Delegation to Turkey Ambassador 
Nikolaus Meyer-Landrut, artist Zülfü 
Livaneli, author Buket Uzuner, and 

youth climate activists Melisa Akkuş 
and Resul Hüseynzade shared their 
views.

High school and university 
students participating in the Forum 
shared their views in workshops 
consisting of parallel working groups 
held under the themes of Climate and 
Policy, Climate and Advocacy, Climate 
and Urbanisation, Climate Justice and 
Rights, Climate and Gender Equality, 
Climate and Education, Professions, 
Specializations, and Climate and the 
Arts. In the final part of the Forum, 
the outputs workshops in seven 
different themes were presented to 
the audience by the young people 
representing the groups.

IKV EU INFORMATION CENTER 
ORGANISED THE EU-TURKEY YOUTH 
CLIMATE FORUM

IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU VISITED 
BELGIAN CONSUL GENERAL DICKSCHEN

IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu 
paid a courtesy visit to 

Belgium’s Consul General in 
İstanbul Serge Dickschen on 
7 October 202�. The latest 
developments in Turkey-EU 
relations and the reform process 
in the EU were the main topics 
discussed during the visit. There 
was also a conversation about 
the economic relations between 
Turkey and Belgium, and views 
were exchanged on what could 
be done to further develop and 
improve bilateral economic ties. 
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Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu 
visited Poland to attend the 7th 

Warsaw Security Forum. 

The Grand National Assembly of 
Turkey ratified the Paris Climate 

Agreement.

The European Commission 
Spokesperson issued a statement 

on the Kavala case.

The 1st Turkey-EU High-Level 
Dialogue on Migration and 

Security was held in Ankara.

German Chancellor Merkel paid 
a farewell visit to Turkey.

President Erdoğan visited 
Angola, Togo and Nigeria. 

10 embassies in Turkey issued a 
statement on the Kavala case.

 The European Commission 
adopted the 2021 Enlargement 

Package.   

EU leaders met in Brussels to 
discuss the measures to be taken 
to prevent soaring energy prices.

8 of the 10 foreign embassies 
reiterated their compliance with 

the diplomatic principle of
 non-interference.

Turkey joined the Horizon 
Europe, Erasmus+ and European 

Solidarity Corps programmes.

G20 Leaders’ Summit convened 
in Rome under the Italian 

Presidency.

COP26 kicked off in Glasgow.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu paid 
a courtesy visit to Belgium’s 
Consul General in İstanbul Serge 
Dickschen.

IKV İstanbul EU Information Center 
organised an online workshop 
entitled “Disinformation in 
Emergency Co. Creathon”.

IKV Secretary General Nas 
discussed the European Green 
Deal at the webinar hosted by 
Kadir Has University.
IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu met 
with Turkey’s Permanent Delegate 
to the EU Ambassador Bozay in 
Brussels.
IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu visited 
European Commissioner for 
Neighbourhood and Enlargement 
Várhelyi in Brussels.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu issued 
a statement on the Turkey Report 
released as part of the 2021 
Enlargement Package.

IKV organised a project cycle 
management, advocacy and 
social media training under the 
INFL(EU)NCE Project.

IKV discussed the latest 
developments in Turkey’s EU 
accession process after the Turkey 
Report at the webinar held within 
the scope of the INFL(EU)NCE 
Project.

IKV EU Information Center 
organised the EU-Turkey Climate 
Youth Forum.

The closing event of the 
INFL(EU)NCE Project was held 
under the theme “Alignment with 
the European Green Deal and EU 
Funds”.

IKV published the Turkish 
summary of European 
Commission’s 2021 Turkey Report.

OCTOBER 2021

1965
2020

IKV STATEMENT ON EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION’S 2021 TURKEY 
REPORT
IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu 

issued a statement concerning 
the Turkey Report presented 
on �9 October 202� as part of 
the 202� Enlargement Package 
comprising of the Enlargement 
Strategy and Country Reports 
for candidate and potential 
candidate countries. The 
statement reads as follows:

“The annual country reports 
and the Enlargement Strategy 
prepared by the European 
Commission were presented 
on �9 October 202�. As IKV, we 
paid a working visit to Brussels 
on �3 and �4 October and met 
with senior officials including 
Commissioner Oliver Várhelyi who 
is in charge of the Directorate 
General for Neighbourhood 
and Enlargement Negotiations 
responsible for drafting the 
Turkey Report. We stressed the 
importance of maintaining 
Turkey’s EU accession perspective 
and provided information on 
the work we perform as a civil 
society organisation to contribute 
to the process. Commissioner 
Várhelyi is aware of Turkey’s 
importance for the EU and 
supports advancing the relations 
in areas other than migration and 
security such as climate, trade, 
energy and transport. However, 
the overall lack of will concerning 
Turkey’s EU accession is also 
reflected on the Commission’s 
position. While emphasizing 
that Turkey remains a candidate 
for accession, developments 
such as placing Turkey within 
the same directorate as the 

Southern Neighbours creates 
the impression that Turkey’s 
EU candidacy status is being 
disregarded and Turkey is being 
treated as a neighbouring 
country instead.”

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
clarified some of the points 
made in the report: “The report 
released today forms part of 
the monitoring process as a 
requirement stemming from 
Turkey’s candidacy status. 
Although the report evaluates 
Turkey’s progress in terms of 
fulfilling the EU membership 
criteria and legislative alignment, 
it fails to make recommendations 
on how to revive the accession 
negotiations and improve the 
relations. It can be observed that 
the report is drafted in a tone 
as if Turkey were the only party 
responsible for the interruption 
of the process while there is 
no mention of the obligations 
falling upon the EU and the 
Member States. Concerning 
the existing problems in the 
Customs Union, various issues 
such as certain technical barriers, 
implementation of local content 
requirements and deviations 
from the EU’s common customs 
tariff were mentioned. The fact 
that significant issues such as 
obstacles in Turkey’s exports to 
the EU, transport quotas, the 
negative effects of Turkey being 
left out of the EU’s free trade 
agreements, and the failure 
to launch the Customs Union 
modernisation process were not 
being addressed stands out as 

an important shortcoming. While 
it was noted that the Turkish 
economy was recovering rapidly 
after the COVID-�9 pandemic, 
some structural problems and 
imbalances were also included 
in the report. Although the 
ratification of the Paris Climate 
Agreement by the GNAT was 
welcomed, the report mentioned 
the need for alignment in 
environment and climate 
policies. Turkey’s withdrawal from 
the İstanbul Convention and 
shortcomings in law, democracy 
and fundamental rights in 
Turkey were also emphasized. 
However, it should be noted 
that Chapter 23 on Judiciary and 
Fundamental Rights could not be 
opened in Turkey’s EU accession 
negotiations and it is blocked by 
the Greek Cypriot Administration. 
While the de-escalation in the 
Eastern Mediterranean was 
mentioned in a positive tone, the 
continuation of the completely 
discriminatory approach towards 
Turkey’s Aegean and Cyprus 
policies and the disregard for 
Turkey’s legitimate arguments 
undermine the EU’s possible 
contribution to peace and 
security in the region. We expect 
the European Commission to 
take on more responsibility for 
Turkey’s EU accession process to 
gain impetus and proceed on a 
positive trajectory. In addition, 
we think that as Turkey, we 
should continue to do our part 
and work resolutely to fulfil the 
membership criteria, particularly 
the EU political criteria.”
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IKV organised various events and trainings 
within the framework of the Improving the 

Influence Capacity of Civil Society Sector in EU 
Accession Process – INFL(EU)NCE Project carried 
out with EU funding in partnership with the 
Jean Monnet Alumni Association under the Civil 
Society Support Program II. On �8-20 October 
202�, a project cycle management, advocacy, 
and social media training was held with the 
participation of around 250 people. Asuman 
Erdem, founding member of ABKAD and project 
coordinator at ZİÇEV, gave the project cycle 
management training while Ayşe Tuğçe Önge, 
founding partner of Asay Global E-Commerce 
and Consultancy Company and digital media 
and marketing strategist, gave the advocacy and 
social media trainings.

On 22 October, IKV hosted a webinar entitled 
“Latest Developments in the EU Accession 
Process after the Turkey Report” within the scope 
of the INFL(EU)NCE Project. IKV Chairman Ayhan 
Zeytinoğlu delivered the opening speech of the 
webinar which was moderated by IKV Deputy 
Secretary General M. Gökhan Kilit. In his opening 
speech, IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu provided 
information about his recent visit to Brussels 
where he met with European Enlargement 
Commissioner Várhelyi. Commenting on the 
Turkey Report, Zeytinoğlu said that Turkey’s 
candidacy status was disregarded, and urged 
the EU institutions to take on more responsibility 
to accelerate Turkey’s EU accession process. IKV 
Chairman Zeytinoğlu concluded his remarks by 
conveying his expectation for concrete steps 
regarding the modernisation of the Customs 
Union.

Ambassador Başak Türkoğlu, Director General 
for Relations with the EU at the Turkish Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs gave a keynote speech at the 
webinar. Ambassador Türkoğlu said that the 
202� Enlargement Package reflected the new 
methodology and criticised the current approach 
for putting the emphasis on the Western Balkans 
and ignoring Turkey’s EU candidacy status.

In the panel session, Cemre Kocabaş 
Yoloğlu, Head of the Relations with EU Branch 
at the International Relations Department of 
the Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation 
provided information on the “Environment” 

chapter of the Turkey Report. İpek Yalçındağ 
Dursun, Trade Expert at the Ministry of Trade 
gave a presentation on Turkey-EU trade 
relations and the Turkey-UK FTA while Kadriye 
Gül Yeşilkaya, Industry and Technology Expert 
at the Ministry of Industry and Technology, 
delivered a presentation on “Regional Policy and 
Coordination of Structural Instruments”. Osman 
Cihan Selvi, Industry and Technology Expert at 
the Ministry of Industry and Technology talked 
about the EU budget and emphasized the 
importance of IPA funding especially for countries 
with a low GDP such as the Western Balkans. 
IKV Secretary General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas 
emphasized the need to maintain the goal of EU 
membership, despite the challenges in political 
relations.

The closing event of INFL(EU)NCE Project was 
organised under the theme “Alignment with the 
European Green Deal and EU Funds” in Fairmont 
Quasar Hotel, İstanbul on 27 October. Delivering 
the opening speech, IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
underlined IKV’s crucial role in informing Turkey 
on the EU and the EU on Turkey and stated that 
under the leadership of TOBB, IKV and TEPAV 
would form a “Green Platform” focusing on the 
essential and comprehensive transformations 
that would gain impetus with the European 
Green Deal. 

The speakers of the panel session, 
moderated by IKV Deputy Secretary General M. 
Gökhan Kilit, were Director General for Financial 
Cooperation and Project Implementation at 
Turkish Foreign Ministry’s Directorate for EU 
Affairs Bülent Özcan, Deputy Director General 
for International Agreements and EU the 
Ministry of Trade Bahar Güçlü and IKV Secretary 
General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas. Güçlü provided 
information on the Fit for 55 package and related 
EU initiatives as well as Turkey’s Green Deal 
Action Plan. Özcan gave detailed information 
on EU programmes and funding opportunities 
under the IPA III, Erasmus+, LIFE and Horizon 
Europe. The final speaker of the panel, Assoc. 
Prof. Nas talked about the future of the relations 
between Turkey and EU with particular emphasis 
on the European Green Deal. The event 
continued with group activities, a networking 
exercise and lunch.

IKV ORGANISED A SERIES OF 
EVENTS WITHIN THE SCOPE OF THE 
INFL(EU)NCE PROJECT 

IKV AGENDA

IKV EU INFORMATION CENTER 
ORGANISED A WORKSHOP ON 
“DISINFORMATION IN EMERGENCY”

IKV İstanbul EU 
Information Center 

organised an online 
workshop entitled 
“Disinformation 
in Emergency 
Co. Creathon” 
on 2-9 October 
202�, in order to 
raise awareness 
especially among 
young people and 
students on the 
negative effects of disinformation in times of 
emergency. University students discussed in 
teams and developed ideas for contributing 
to the solution of disinformation in 
emergency problem and related issues 
under the guidance of prominent mentors 
from leading universities and institutions.

A closing event was held on 9 October 
where team leaders of the participant 
students made presentations for solutions 
concerning the disinformation problem. The 
closing event, which commenced with the 
opening speeches by IKV Secretary General 

Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas and EU Delegation 
to Turkey Strategic Communication Expert 
Dr. Lale Dündar, continued with student 
group presentations under the moderation 
of  Workshop Coordinator Can Güvenir. At 
the end of the event, Chair of the Media 
Department at İstanbul Bilgi University 
Communication Faculty Head Assoc. Prof. 
Erkan Saka and Chair of the Cinema and 
Television Department at Anadolu University 
Faculty of Communication Sciences Head 
Prof. Nezih Orhon delivered the closing 
speeches of the event and the music band 
“Perdenin Ardındakiler” gave a concert.

IKV SECRETARY GENERAL NAS 
PARTICIPATED IN VARIOUS EVENTS

IKV Secretary General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem 
Nas discussed Turkey-EU relations in 

various events throughout October. IKV 
Secretary General Nas took part in the 
webinar entitled “Alignment with the Green 
Deal: Where Are We in the Transformation?” 
hosted by the Dünya newspaper on 7 
October 202�. IKV Secretary General Nas 
highlighted the need for coordination 
among public and private institutions in 
alignment to the Green Deal and pointed 
out to that change should include all 
actors and sectors as it involved the entire 
supply chain. On �2 October, IKV  Secretary 
General Nas took part at the webinar titled 
“What is the Green Deal and What are its 
Effects?” jointly organised by Kadir Has 
University Center for Energy and Sustainable 
Development (CESD) and Energy and the 
Climate Change Foundation (ENIVA) as a part 
of the Green Deal and Turkey Conversation 
Series. In the webinar, Assoc. Prof. Nas shared 
her views on the importance of raising 

awareness on the Green Deal and its effects, 
and the steps to be taken to adapt to the 
green transformation. 

On �7 October, IKV General Secretary 
Nas was the guest of Gökalp Badak on 
Medyascope where she analysed the 
developments in light of the Polish 
Constitutional Tribunal’s ruling questioning 
the primacy of EU law. Assoc. Prof. Nas 
spoke at the webinar titled “Climate Policies 
towards Glasgow 3 – Climate Negotiations 
in the Context of International Relations” 
hosted by the Istanbul Policy Center on 
�8 October. Nas discussed the novelties 
and transformation foreseen in agriculture 
under the European Green Deal at the 7th 
Sustainable Food Summit on �9 October. 
On 20 October, she gave a lecture on “The 
European Green Deal and Its Effects on 
Turkey” within the scope of  “Öğlen Arası” 
in-company training programme of Digital 
Customs Services.

Assoc. Prof. Nas delivered a presentation 
titled “EU’s Fit for 55 Package and Turkey” 
at the webinar held as part of the  “Green 
Transformation in İzmir” seminar series on 
22 October. A day later, Nas participated 
in Friedrich Naumann Foundation’s 30th 
anniversary event held in Bodrum where 
she discussed the state of play and the 
future of Turkey-EU relations. Nas took part 
in the “Femfikir” programme broadcast on 
Medyascope prepared and presented by Işın 
Eliçin on 27 October and discussed Turkey’s 
relations with the West.

ISSUE: 78 NOVEMBER 202�
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FIRST TURKEY-EU HIGH-LEVEL MIGRATION AND SECURITY 
DIALOGUE HELD IN ANKARA

The High-Level Dialogue on 
Migration and Security, proposed 

as part of the “positive agenda”, was 
launched with a meeting co-chaired 
by Turkey’s Interior Minister Süleyman 
Soylu and European Commissioner for 
Home Affairs Ylva Johansson in Ankara 
on �2 October 202�.

The agenda of the meeting was 
based on the conclusions of the 24-25 
June European Council meeting which 
addressed preparations for high-level 
dialogues with Turkey on topics of 
migration, public health, climate, 
counter-terrorism and regional issues. 
Interior Minister Soylu stated that 
constructive and useful consultations 
on terrorism and security, migration 

management, fight against drugs, 
human-trafficking, smuggling and 
organised crime as well as current 
developments took place during the 
meeting. Minister Soylu extended 
his thanks to the delegation for their 
sincere touch towards global and 
regional issues and expressed Ankara’s 
wish for increasing and strengthening 
cooperation and coordination with the 
EU further. Migration has been high 
on Turkey’s agenda after the recent 
developments in Afghanistan. Referring 
to the increased risk of a potential 
migration flow to Turkey, President 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan had stated that 
Turkey would not be able to shoulder an 
additional migration burden. 

For her part, recognising 
Turkey’s role in hosting the highest 
numbers of refugees worldwide, 
Commissioner Johansson said that 
the challenges resulting from the 
situation in Afghanistan and other 
areas of concern could “only be 
solved by working together”. The 
European Commissioner pointed 
out that technical discussions 
between Turkey and EU would 
begin after her visit to Ankara to 
step up cooperation for breaking 
the networks of migrant smugglers 
who are also involved in drugs 
and firearms trafficking and are 
exploiting almost 90% of the illegal 
crossings through EU borders.

The High-Level Dialogue on Migration and Security was launched by Turkey’s Interior Minister Soylu and 
European Home Affairs Commissioner Johansson in Ankara.

TURKEY-EU WATCH

On 9 October 202�, the European Commission 
Spokesperson issued a statement criticising 

Turkey for not making progress regarding the 
release of  “businessman and human rights 
defender” Osman Kavala who has been imprisoned 
over his alleged role in the 20�3 Gezi Park protests 
and the 20�6 coup attempt “despite the binding 
judgment of the European Court of Human Rights 
in 20�9, six decisions and an Interim Resolution by 
the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe 
calling for his immediate release.” 

Referring to Turkey’s international obligations as 
a long-standing member of the Council of Europe 
and the Turkish candidacy for EU membership, the 
statement urged Turkey to make “concrete and 
sustained progress” with respect to fundamental 
rights. The statement also included a call to the 
Turkish judiciary to implement, ahead of the next 
session of the Committee of Ministers of the Council 
of Europe in November, the recommendations 
made by the Council of Europe to strengthen the 
rule of law, democracy and fundamental rights, 
areas which are also crucial for EU-Turkey relations.

Following the statement, the embassies of 
Canada, France, Finland, Denmark, Germany, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden 
and the USA issued a joint statement regarding 
“the ongoing detention of Osman Kavala” on �8 
October. After referring to the negative impact “on 
democracy, the rule of law and transparency in the 
Turkish judiciary system, of the “continuing delays 
in his trial, including by merging different cases 
and creating new ones after a previous acquittal 
the joint statement by the embassies of the �0 
countries called for “ a just and speedy resolution to 
his case” and “securing his urgent release”. 

Turkey reacted by summoning the 
ambassadors of these �0 countries to the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry the next day on the grounds 
that their statement interfered with the Turkish 
judiciary by remarking on an ongoing case. Senior 
Turkish officials criticised and commented on the 
statement on social media. However, the most 
serious reaction came from President Erdoğan 
when he instructed the Foreign Minister to declare 
the ambassadors in question “persona non grata”.

While France and Germany stayed silent, 
Canada, Denmark, Finland, the Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, and Sweden issued 
another statement on 25 October, announcing 
their compliance with Article 4� of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Relations which declares 
it a duty of the ambassadors not to interfere in 
the internal affairs of the states they serve in. The 
statement confirming non-interference in internal 
affairs in Turkey was welcomed by President 
Erdoğan and a diplomatic crisis was narrowly 
avoided at the very last minute.

INTERNATIONAL STATEMENTS ON 
THE KAVALA CASE AND TURKEY’S 
RESPONSE

TURKEY’S GROWTH FORECAST 
UP AS GLOBAL COMPANIES 
SHIFT PRODUCTION TO TURKEY
Leading international financial 

institutions upgraded their growth 
projections for the Turkish economy in 
202�. The World Bank, in the fall edition 
of its Europe and Central Asia Economic 
Update Report released on 5 October 
202�, raised its growth projection for 
Turkey to 8.5% up from the initially 
foreseen 5%. The report states that the 
Turkish economy was among the few 
economies to avoid a contraction last 
year, partly because of substantial credit 
expansion. According to the report, 
growth was strengthened further in the 
first half of the year as vaccination allowed 
for relaxing the COVID-�9 restrictions, 
supporting robust services activity and 
retail sales. Activity was also fuelled by a 
sharp recovery in industrial production and 
goods exports to the Euro Area as external 
demand solidified. Turkey’s GDP growth is 
expected to moderate to 3% in 2022 and 
rise to 4% in 2023.

Similarly, the International Monetary 
Fund, in the latest edition of the World 
Economic Outlook released on �2 
October, raised the growth forecast for 
the Turkish economy to 9%, up from 
the 5.8% foreseen in the April edition of 
the report. Meanwhile, the IMF kept the 
growth projection at 3.3% for 2022. With 
the Turkish economy expected to grow 
by 9%, Turkey is the second country to 
register the highest GDP growth after 
India which is expected to grow by 9.5% 
this year. 

In addition to the upward revisions to 
Turkey’s growth projections, international 
companies are taking steps to shift more 
production to Turkey as part of their plans 
to diversify and re-organise their global 
supply networks. The disruptions in global 
supply chains caused by the pandemic 
have led major European companies to 
move their production closer to home. 
With its geographical proximity to Europe 
and cost advantages, Turkey has been on 
the radar of leading European companies 
seeking to relocate production closer 
to home. German pharma company 
Boehringer Ingelheim and Belgian 
packaging firm DW Reusables announced 
new investments in Turkey. Swedish      
flat-pack furniture company IKEA has 
become the latest example of this trend. 
IKEA’s CFO Kerim Nişel announced 
the company’s plan to move more of 
its production to Turkey “to minimise 
problems associated with global supply 
chains and increased shipping costs”.
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TURKEY-EU WATCH

During the COVID-�9 lockdowns, 
the world has seen many artists 

perform their art from their homes 
or even their balconies in every city. 
People had the chance to access 
those images and videos on digital 
media while having to quarantine at 
home. With lockdowns coming to an 
end and the number of restrictions 
decreasing, artistic activities have 
started to claim their place back in 
public life. İstanbul is hosting more 
in-person and on-site art events 
nowadays.

One of these was the �6th 
Contemporary İstanbul which 
took place on 7-�0 October 202�. 
�6th Contemporary İstanbul is 
Turkey’s largest art fair and the first 
international art event to take place 
since the lockdown. The founder 
and Chairman of the Contemporary 
İstanbul Foundation Ali Güreli stated 
that he believes in the future of art 
in İstanbul and that Contemporary 
İstanbul Foundation is aware of its 
role and responsibilities in this regard.

25th İstanbul Theatre Festival, 
organised by İstanbul Foundation for 
Culture and Arts (IKSV), on the other 
hand, offers audiences from all over 
Turkey the opportunity to watch 

online screenings of plays. The online 
screenings can be accessed on Passo 
Studio from 8pm on 22 October to 
midnight on 20 November 202� and 
the audience is allowed to watch 
the screenings twice with pause and 
rewind options available. 

Another important cultural 
event happening this month is the 
re-opening of the Atatürk Cultural 
Center (AKM) to visitors as of 29 
October 202�. AKM will be hosting 
theatre plays, ballet performances 
and various music concerts. Culture 
and Tourism Minister Mehmet Nuri 
Ersoy expressed his excitement at 
finalising the finishing touches on 
such an important project. 

Art is continuing in the shadow 
of the pandemic and art galleries, 
museums and theatres are reaching 
art-lovers by adapting to the “new 
normal” using digital technologies.

İSTANBUL’S VIBRANT ART 
AND CULTURE SCENE MAKES A 
COMEBACK

The Head of the EU Delegation 
to Turkey Ambassador Nikolaus 

Meyer-Landrut visited the new 
Boğaziçi University Algae Based 
Biorefinery which is Europe’s 
first carbon-negative biorefinery 
facility on 7 October 202�. 
Ambassador Meyer-Landrut was 
given a tour of the biorefinery 
project, which is being carried out 
by the Boğaziçi University İstanbul 
Microalgae Biotechnology 
Research and Development Unit. 

The carbon-negative 
biorefinery was established 
under the INDEPENDENT Project, 
which is co-financed under the 
Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Assistance (IPA) and the 
Competitive Sectors Programme 

implemented by Turkey’s Ministry 
of Industry and Technology.

INDEPENDENT Project 
Coordinator Dr. Berat 
Haznedaroğlu from Boğaziçi 
University stated that they have 
developed algae-based sustainable 
biotechnological products for five 
different sectors such as energy, 
food, health, agriculture and 
livestock, and established the first 
carbon-negative biorefinery in 
Europe and Turkey. 

During the visit, 
Ambassador Meyer-Landrut 
pointed out that such 
programmes focusing on green 
transformation are crucial 
and are among the EU’s most 
comprehensive future strategies. 

EUROPE’S FIRST CARBON-NEGATIVE 
BIOREFINERY IN İSTANBUL

G20 LEADERS CONVENED IN ROME 
WITH CLIMATE, COVID-19 AND 
ECONOMY ON THEIR AGENDA 

The G20 Leaders’ Summit took 
place in Rome over the weekend 

of 30-3� October 202�. At the 
end of the �6th G20 Summit, the 
world’s largest economies came 
to acknowledge the need for 
accelerated actions toward global 
COVID-�9 recovery and tackling the 
climate crisis as well as the global 
minimum corporate tax rate.

G20 leaders have approved 
a minimum global corporate tax 
of �5% targeting multinational 
companies such as Google, Amazon, 
Microsoft, and Meta (aka Facebook) 
in a bid to make the international 
tax system fairer. While the host of 
the summit Italian Prime Minister 
Mario Draghi focused on the need 
to increase the number of people 
who had at least one dose of vaccine 
in the world and the determination 
of the G20 countries to reach net 
zero by the middle of the century, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
who attended the summit via video 
conference, not only mentioned 
achieving carbon-neutrality, but also 

announced Russia’s aim to emit less 
greenhouse gases in the next 30 
years compared to the EU. President 
Putin also called on the health 
ministers of the G20 countries for 
recognition of Sputnik-V vaccines and 
Russian vaccine certificates. Stating 
that some countries still do not have 
access to the COVID-�9 vaccine, he 
drew attention to unfair competition 
with respect to global vaccine 
distribution. Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, who also attended the 
summit remotely, called for solidarity 
to accelerate global development 
and address governance challenges 
and suggested launching the 
“Global Development Initiative” in 
this context. European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen 
announced that an agreement 
had been reached in the steel and 
aluminium customs tariffs dispute 
between the EU and the US at a press 
conference with US President Biden 
with the result that the EU will export 
some of the steel and aluminium 
products in question to the USA 

without paying customs tariffs.
Turkish President Recep 

Tayyip Erdoğan and US President 
Joe Biden came together for a 
meeting on the sidelines of the G20 
Summit. Libyan elections, Eastern 
Mediterranean, South Caucasus, 
political processes and diplomatic 
developments in Syria were 
discussed in the 70-minute meeting. 
In an announcement made, while 
emphasizing the importance of 
cooperation with Turkey in the field 
of defence, President Biden expressed 
his concerns about Turkey’s purchase 
of the S-400 air defence system 
from Russia. He also made a point of 
sharing his views on human rights, 
the rule of law and democracy. On 
the margins of  the summit, President 
Erdoğan also held meetings with 
French President Emmanuel Macron, 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi, 
Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte, 
European Council President Charles 
Michel and European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen.

ISSUE: 78 NOVEMBER 202�

Pegasus Airlines CEO Mehmet 
T. Nane was elected as the 

next Chairman of International 
Air Transport Association’s (IATA) 
Board of Directors at the 77th 
Annual General Meeting, making 
him the first ever Turkish Chairman 
of IATA’s Board of Directors. Nane 
served as the Chairman of the 
IATA Audit Committee last term, 
and has also been a Member of 
the IATA Board of Directors since 
20�9. 

Making a statement on the 
subject, Nane said that he is very 
proud to be “honoured with such 

an important title” especially since 
“it is an important indicator of the 
level Turkish aviation has reached.” 
Referring to the fact that IATA 
represents 82% of the total air 
traffic with 290 member airlines 
from �20 countries currently and 
that the aviation industry also 

plays a critical role for many other 
sectors, Mehmet T. Nane pointed 
out that IATA’s mission would be 
to bring the industry to “the 
pre-pandemic conditions as soon 
as possible and to continue with 
the sustainable growth.”

Mehmet T. Nane will take 
over the position from the current 
Chairman Robin Hayes, CEO 
of JetBlue, at the 78th General 
Assembly to be held in Shanghai 
on �9-2� June 2022 and start 
his one-year term and will also 
become a member of the IATA’s 
chair committee for three terms.

IATA ELECTED ITS FIRST EVER TURKISH CHAIR
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DIPLOMATIC TRAFFIC BETWEEN TURKEY AND THE EU INTENSIFIED

The  high-level visits between 
Turkey and the EU intensified 

in October as German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, whose �6-year rule has 
come to an end, paid a farewell visit 
to Turkey while earlier in the month 
Turkey’s Foreign Minister Mevlüt 
Çavuşoğlu visited Poland.

German Chancellor Merkel 
visited İstanbul and came together 
with Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan on �6 October 202�. During 
the meeting between the two leaders 
issues such as visa liberalisation, 
Customs Union modernisation, and 
updating the �8 March Turkey-EU 

Statement were discussed. The 
two leaders exchanged views on 
the developments in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, Afghanistan, Libya 
and Syria. Speaking at the joint 
press conference held following 
the meeting, President Erdoğan 
expressed his pleasure to host 
Chancellor Merkel and her delegation 
once again in İstanbul. Drawing 
attention to Chancellor Merkel’s 
sensible and solution-oriented 
approach, President Erdoğan stated 
that Chancellor Merkel has never 
refrained from taking initiative and 
responsibility on numerous issues 
ranging from preventing irregular 
migration from Syria to providing 
humanitarian aid to northern Syria. 
President Erdoğan also underscored 
that Turkey would always recognise 

the positive contributions that 
Chancellor Merkel made despite 
all the obstacles and difficulties on 
Turkey’s path to full EU membership.

Indicating that Turkey-EU relations 
were discussed during the meeting, 
Chancellor Merkel highlighted the 
importance of addressing irregular 
migration. Chancellor Merkel 
underlined that the cooperation 
between the EU and Turkey would 
continue in the fight against human 
smugglers and it was imperative 
for the EU to support Turkey in this 
regard. Merkel also described Turkey 
as an important partner and a NATO 
ally, and pointed out that Turkey had 
developed quite a bit during her time 
in office and that the country saw 
its standards rise despite economic 
challenges.

On 4-5 October, Foreign Minister 
Çavuşoğlu visited Poland to attend 
the 7th Warsaw Security Forum. In 
the context of the visit, Minister 
Çavuşoğlu held a meeting with his 
Polish counterpart Zbigniew Rau and 
was also received by Polish President 
Andrzej Duda. After the meetings, 
Minister Çavuşoğlu emphasized that the 
strategic partnership between Turkey 
and Poland was deepening and that 
both countries would further strengthen 
their cooperation on trade, defence 
industry and irregular migration. Minister 
Çavuşoğlu also noted that Turkey and 
Poland were getting closer to reaching 
the �0 billion dollar trade target. 
During the visit, a memorandum of 
understanding on cooperation between 
the diplomacy academies in Poland and 
Turkey was signed.

HIGH-LEVEL EXCHANGES

On �2 October 202�, President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan participated in the 

G20 Extraordinary Leaders’  Meeting on 
Afghanistan. In his address to the virtual 
Leaders’ Meeting, President Erdoğan 
suggested forming a working group on 
Afghanistan under the auspices of the 
G20 and stated that Turkey was ready to 
lead this group. Turkey, a key transit point 
for asylum seekers on their way to Europe, 
has already been witnessing an increased 
influx of Afghan refugees. President 
Erdoğan reiterated that Turkey, which 
already hosts approximately 5 million 
migrants, 3.6 million of who are from 
Syria, could not bear a new migration 
burden originating from Afghanistan. 
Erdoğan noted that the international 
community faced a new political and 
geopolitical reality in Afghanistan, which 
should be resolved through dialogue and 
a strategic approach. Indicating that this 
was a global issue which required a global 
vision, President Erdoğan made the case 
for establishing a dedicated working 
group within G20.

Two days after President Erdoğan’s 
suggestion, a high-level Taliban 
delegation from Afghanistan visited 
Ankara and held a meeting with Foreign 
Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu. The meeting 
between Foreign Minister Mevlüt 
Çavuşoğlu and Amir Khan Muttaqi, the 

Taliban- appointed Foreign Minister, 
comes after Taliban leaders held a series 
of talks with representatives of  the US, 
�0 European nations, and the EU the 
week before.  

During the press conference 
following the meeting, Foreign Minister 
Çavuşoğlu reiterated Turkey’s advice to 
the Taliban delegation on the need to 
form an inclusive government in the 
war-torn country and to ensure female 
participation in education as well as 
public life and employment. The Taliban 
officials have pledged to provide the 
utmost support to Afghan refugees 
who want to return to the country from 
Turkey, added Çavuşoğlu. Çavuşoğlu 
also expressed that they discussed 
the flights from Kabul airport after the 
Taliban requested Ankara’s help on 
matter. Turkey has been working with 
Qatar to re-open the airport in Kabul 
for international travel. However, repairs 
are needed before commercial flights 
can resume. After the meeting, Acting 
Taliban Ministry Spokesman Abdul 
Qahar Balkhi stated on social media 
that the wide-ranging discussions with 
officials in Ankara covered bilateral 
diplomatic ties, humanitarian aid, 
Afghan refugees, and resumption 
of Turkish commercial flights to 
Afghanistan. 

AFTER TURKEY’S PROPOSAL 
FOR AFGHANISTAN, HIGH-LEVEL 
MEETING HELD IN ANKARA

PRESIDENT ERDOĞAN’S WEST 
AFRICA TOUR

Turkey’s President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan paid a 

four-day official visit to three 
African countries, Angola, Togo, 
and Nigeria on �7-20 October 
202�. The Angola and Togo visits 
were the first presidential visits 
from Turkey to these countries. 
President Erdoğan’s African 
tour proved to be productive 
with numerous cooperation 
agreements signed between 
the three African countries and 
Turkey. 

Having visited 28 African 
countries to date, President 
Erdoğan’s latest diplomatic 
tour to the continent is 
viewed as part of Ankara’s 
policy aimed at contributing 
to the development of Africa 
with peace and stability and 
strengthening bilateral ties on 
the basis of equal partnership 
and mutual benefit. Turkey’s 
political and economic 
influence in Africa has increased 
in recent years. The number 
of Turkish embassies in Africa 
increased from just �2 in 2002 to 

43 in 202�. The trade between 
African countries and Turkey has 
reached 25.3 billion dollars in 
2020 from just 5.4 billion dollars 
at the end of 2003. 

Angola was the first stop 
of President Erdoğan’s African 
tour. President João Manuel 
Gonçalves Lourenço of Angola 
greeted President Erdoğan 
with an official ceremony at 
the Presidential Palace. In the 
joint press conference held 
after the meeting, President 
Erdoğan pointed to significant 
cooperation opportunities 
between the two countries, 
especially in the field of energy. 
Noting that the potential of the 
bilateral trade between Turkey 
and Angola has fallen short of 
the mark, Erdoğan highlighted 
that trade volume between 
Angola and Turkey, which was 
�77.5 million dollars in 2020, 
has reached approximately 
�32 million dollars in the first 
eight months of 202�. Pointing 
to Angola’s request for Turkish 
drones, President Erdoğan 

stressed that Turkey was ready 
to give support to Angola’s 
defence industry. In the context 
of the visit to Togo, President 
Erdoğan also came together 
with his counterparts from 
Burkina Faso and Liberia.

At the second stop of his 
African tour, President Erdoğan 
came together with Togolese 
President Faure Essozimna 
Gnassingbé. In the joint press 
conference with his Togolese 
counterpart, President Erdoğan 
indicated Turkey’s willingness to 
advance bilateral cooperation 
with Togo in the economic, 
commercial, political, and 
military areas. Touching upon 
bilateral economic relations, 
Erdoğan noted that the Turkish 
companies stood ready to 
make exemplary investments in 
Togo namely in sectors such as 
tourism, agriculture, energy, and 
construction.

President Erdoğan’s African 
tour concluded in Nigeria where 
he was greeted by Nigerian 
President Muhammadu Buhari. 
Erdoğan stated that Turkey’s 
bilateral trade volume with 
Nigeria reached 2 billion dollars 
in 2020. Underscoring that 
Turkey followed the challenges 
that Nigeria was facing in the 
form of attacks by terrorist 
organisations, armed gangs, 
and pirates, President Erdoğan 
said that the two countries’ 
enhanced cooperation on 
military, defence, and security 
matters would make a 
difference.  
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TURKEY JOINED IN THE NEW CLIMATE REGIME
AHEAD OF COP 26 

The much-anticipated moment 
has finally arrived since the 
Paris Agreement, which aims 

to limit global warming to well below 
2°C, and preferably �.5°C above 
pre-industrial levels, was opened for 
signature by the Parties at the 2�st 

Conference of the Parties (COP2�) 
in 20�6. After years of declining to 
ratify the Paris Agreement due to 
its position in the OECD, Turkey has 
finally moved forward to ratify the 
Paris Agreement; thus being the last 
G20 and OECD country to become a 
part of the current climate regime. 

Last G20 Country to Ratify the 
Paris Agreement

In an atmosphere where Turkey’s 
request to withdraw from the Annex 
I of the UNFCCC was reiterated just 
a short time ago, President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan’s speech at the 76th 
UN General Assembly signalling 
that the Paris Agreement would be 
ratified was welcomed by the whole 
world. Stating that those countries 
that cause the most damage to 
nature should also contribute the 
most, President Erdoğan announced 
that the Paris Agreement will be 
submitted to the Parliament for 
approval before the COP26, in line 
with constructive steps and within 
the framework of Turkey’s declaration 
of national contribution.

Following President Erdoğan’s 
speech, the “Proposal on the 
Approval of the Paris Agreement” 
was presented to the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey on � 
October 202�. The “Proposal on the 
Approval of the Paris Agreement 
”firstly notes that Turkey is located 
in the Mediterranean macroclimate 
region, one of the regions that will 
be most affected by climate change 
in terms of its geographical location. 
The proposal also draws attention 

to the significance of achieving the 
Paris Agreement goals and taking 
part in global cooperation. It finally 
endorses the implementation of 
the Agreement; however, it also 
stresses that “Turkey will implement 
the agreement provided that it does 
not prejudice the right to economic 
and social development”, signalling 
that the implementation will be 
conditional on Turkey’s needs and the 
funding it will receive.

The news that Turkey would 
ratify the Paris Agreement was 
welcomed both inside and outside 
of Turkey. The Turkish business 
community and civil society were 
amongst the Turkish general public 
that welcomed this move. Turkey’s 
ratification of the Paris Agreement 
was also noted by UN Secretary 
General António Guterres, COP26 
President Alok Sharma as well as the 
European Commission’s Executive 
Vice-President for the European 
Green Deal Frans Timmermans. 
Executive Vice-President 
Timmermans pronounced Turkey’s 
ratification of the Paris Agreement 
as a “very welcome step”. As it is, the 
Paris Agreement is expected to enter 
into force on �0 November 202�.

Latest Developments in Turkey’s 
Climate Policy

In addition to the ratification 
of the Paris Agreement, Turkey has 
continued to take further actions 
on its climate policy. Following the 
Cabinet Meeting on �� October 
202�, President Erdoğan announced 
that the name of the “Ministry of 
Environment and Urbanisation” 
has been changed to the  “Ministry 
of Environment, Urbanisation and 
Climate Change”. With this change, 
the Turkish State Meteorological 
Service and the General Directorate 
of Combating Desertification and 
Erosion, which were originally 
under the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry, will now be placed 
under the Ministry of Environment, 
Urbanisation and Climate Change. 
Most importantly, Turkey has also 
started to prepare action plans for 
individual sectors like energy, industry, 
transportation, building, agriculture, 
waste, forests, and water areas in 
particular, in line with its pledge to 
achieve a net-zero emissions target by 
2053. It is also expected that Turkey’s 
first Climate Law will get through the 
Grand National Assembly of Turkey by 
the end of 202�. 

A New Source of Finance for 
Turkey

Turkey had been refusing to 
ratify the Paris Agreement for years 
due to its status as a “developed 
country” since it was included in the 
Annex I and Annex II of the UNFCCC 
due to its OECD membership. 
Whilst Turkey has managed to get 
its name removed from the Annex 
II list in 200� which required Turkey 
to provide funding and technology 
to other developing and the least 
developed countries, it has still 
not been able to withdraw from 
the Annex I which requires an 
absolute emission reduction and 
obstructs Turkey from accessing 
the Green Climate Fund. Turkey 
has been repeatedly declaring its 
request to get its name removed 
from the Annex I every year during 
the Conference of the Parties to 
no avail. During the most recently 
held 25th Conference of Parties 
(COP25), Turkey’s rightful position 
on the issue was recognised by UN 
Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
as well as COP25 President and 
Chilean Minister of Environment 
Carolina Schmidt and both officials 
promised to help Turkey access 

other sources of finance in case 
Turkey will not be able to access 
the Green Climate Fund. Turkey 
has worked with the World Bank 
Group, France and Germany on a 
memorandum of understanding 
that would compensate for 
Turkey’s climate actions; and the 
latest news on the Reuters news 
agency implied that Turkey might 
be able to receive loans worth 3.� 
billion euros to achieve the clean 
energy goals set out in the Paris 
Agreement. President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan explained after a meeting 
on 27 October 202� that Turkey has 
recently signed a memorandum 
of understanding which would 
provide Turkey with approximately 
3.2 billion dollars’ worth of financing. 
With this good news, Turkey has 
also withdrawn its proposal to get 
its name removed from the Annex I 
of the UNFCCC from the provisional 
agenda of the 26th Conference of 
the Parties that will be held on 3� 
October -�2 November 202�. 

There Is Still Room for 
Improvement 
Whilst there are many promising 
developments in Turkey’s climate 
policy, it should be mentioned that 
there is significant room for further 
improvement for more ambitious 
climate actions. Just as stated in the 
Commission’s 202� Turkey Report, 
Turkey needs to put forward a more 
ambitious nationally determined 
contribution in line with its goals 
under the Paris Agreement and a 
long-term climate strategy and action 
plan which would reflect its 2053 
net-zero emissions goal. The latest 
Emission Gap Report also reiterates 
that Turkey’s current nationally 
determined contribution is projected 
to reduce its emissions to at least 
�5% lower than its previous nationally 
determined contribution target 
levels under current policies. This is 
yet another point demonstrating 
that Turkey can effortlessly increase 
its climate ambitions and carve out 
a place for itself within the group of 
leading countries in the fight against 
climate change. 

Whilst there are many promising developments in Turkey’s climate policy, Turkey still needs to put 
forth more ambitious climate strategies and action plans in line with the Paris Agreement. 

N
O

VE
M

BE
R 

20
2�

 N
o:

 7
8

EXPERT VIEW

Preparation for Publication

General Director
Levent Akbay

General Assistant Director
Umutcan Akbay

Art Director
Melis Çinçinoğlu

Cem Demir

Belma Özgen
Editor

Graphic Designer

Printing House:
Ankara Ofset

Büyük Sanayi �. Cadde
Necatibey İş Hanı Alt Kat No: 

93/43-44
İskitler - Ankara / TURKEY

On behalf of IKV:
Ayhan Zeytinoğlu
Editor -in- Chief:

Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas
Editorial Directors

Yeliz Şahin
Şehnaz Dölen 

İstanbul Office
Esentepe Mahallesi Harman Sokak 

TOBB Plaza No: �0 Kat: 7-8
34394 Levent İstanbul/Turkey

Phone: +90 2�2 270 93 00
Fax: +90 2�2 270 30 22

E-mail: ikv@ikv.org.tr 

:

N. Melis BOSTANOĞLU 

IKV Researcher

ISSUE: 78 NOVEMBER 202�

Erdem Tekçi
Mehmet Can Sezgin 


