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70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SCHUMAN DECLARATION: 
TURKEY AND EU CELEBRATED EUROPE DAY

The Europe Day messages show that just as cooperation and solidarity were the main pillars of European 
integration 70 years ago, they still are as important today, both for the EU and Turkey-EU relations.

Europe Day, celebrated since 
1985 in the EU and since 1999 in 
Turkey, has taken on a different 

meaning this year as it coincided with 
the 70th anniversary of the Schuman 
Declaration which formed the basis 
of the European project. In order to 
overcome the devastation caused by 
World War II, the idea was to focus on 
economic cooperation which would 
then spill over to other areas and 
gradually lead to further integration in 
Europe. 

At the time, French Foreign 
Minister Schuman stated in his famous 
Declaration that “Europe will not be 
made all at once, or according to a 
single plan. It will be built through 
concrete achievements which first 
create a de facto solidarity.” 

History proved him right. Many 
crises have been overcome with the 
intentions of solidarity on the part of 
the Member States.

Today, the world is living through 
another of these crises. The COVID-19 
pandemic is causing devastation 
in healthcare systems, economies 
and individuals’ lives in Europe and 
worldwide. Solidarity of all sorts is 
desperately needed.

This is exactly why, in their 
Europe Day messages, both EU High 
Representative Josep Borrell and  
Head of the EU Delegation to Turkey 
Ambassador Christian Berger made 
a reference to the need to act in the 
same spirit as that of Schuman 70 years 
ago and made a point of remembering 
that the EU is about peace, solidarity, 
democracy and rule of law.

President Erdoğan Underscored 
Turkey’s Determination for Full EU 
Membership

In his message on the occasion 
of Europe Day, President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan stated that the Schuman 
Declaration “brought to life the idea of 
a European Union” and “ensured the 
rebirth of Europe from its own ashes” 
after the war.

Today, the virus as the common 
enemy “threatens not only our health 
but also our welfare, social order, and 
humane ties” and is a reminder of 
“being strong in unity”, said President 
Erdoğan. He stressed the importance 
of being inclusive and just, for moving 
towards better days, and expressed 
his belief that the EU will “come out of 
this crisis stronger with the right and 
timely steps that they will take”. 

President Erdoğan underlined 
the significance of making good use 
of the opportunities these tough 
times would present to revitalise 
Turkey-EU relations. Indicating the 
fact that some Member States asked 
for help from Turkey during the 
pandemic, President Erdoğan said 
that “the participation of Turkey…in 
all the measures and efforts that the 
Union will be taking during the course 
of, and following the pandemic, will 
render the EU nothing but stronger” 
as in the case of Turkey’s exemplary 
healthcare system. 

Making a point of the 
discriminative and exclusionist 
attitude of the EU towards Turkey on 

various issues until now, he expressed 
his hope that the EU will realise that 
“it is time for uniting our forces in 
every area.” He continued to say that 
advantages of having Turkey as a full 
member will not be limited to the 
various contributions but also “will 
bring a more participative and a more 
embracing vision to the EU, and will 
turn it into a global actor.”

President Erdoğan concluded 
by saying that “As Turkey, we are 
determined to attain full membership 
in the EU, which we deem as our 
strategic objective in spite of all the 
hardships we run into during the 
negotiation process.” 

Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu 
Emphasized Turkey’s Openness to 
Sincere Cooperation

In his statement celebrating 
Europe Day, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu stressed the 
significance of a strong and inclusive 
EU for both its Member States and the 
international community at large. In 
order to deal with the world’s many 
challenges, he pointed out that the 

EU needs to increase the cooperation 
and solidarity between the existing 
partners while at the same time 
forming new partnerships and 
alliances.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Mevlüt 
Çavuşoğlu made the point that 
reforms are needed in the EU and 
stated that as a candidate country, 
Turkey is ready to contribute in any 
way it can for the EU to become “a 
responsible, consistent and principled 
global actor”. 

Emphasizing that accession 
negotiations form the basis of 
Turkey-EU relations, he said that 
efforts to increase cooperation in all 
areas would not only be mutually 
beneficial but also would help make 
an impact on the future of the region 
and the international system at large.

Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu 
pointed out that Turkey’s attitude 
during the pandemic has proved its 
willingness to cooperate with the 
EU and that Turkey expects the EU 
to go beyond national interests and 
adopt a policy reflecting EU’s global 
responsibilities and its motto of 
“Unity in Diversity” in its approach to 
Turkey. Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu 
concluded by stating that “Turkey is 
open to all sincere and meaningful 
cooperation for our common future.”

Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Director for EU Affairs 
Ambassador Kaymakcı Focused 
on Solidarity
Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Director for EU Affairs 
Ambassador Faruk Kaymakcı sent 
messages for “tolerance”, “solidarity” 
and “unity” to Europe and the world 
in his speech. He made the point that 
today when global solidarity is most 
needed in these challenging times, 
Turkey-EU cooperation and solidarity 
became even more significant. He 
underlined the fact that just as Turkey 
has a common history with Europe, it 
also has a common future.

Head of the EU Delegation to 
Turkey Ambassador Berger 
Stressed Cooperation 
In his message on Europe Day, 
Head of the EU Delegation to 
Turkey Ambassador Christian Berger 
referred to the pandemic crisis and 
stressed the need to stand and work 
together with Turkey. He emphasized 
the fact that apart from being an 
EU candidate country, Turkey is a 
strategic partner of the EU in many 
areas and that its ties with Europe 
are manifold; historical, geographical 
and economic. He concluded by 
saying that “May 9, 2020 is the best 
opportunity to mark and celebrate 
this cooperation and togetherness.”

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu Called 
for the Modernisation of the 
Customs Union

Speaking at the Europe Day 
special programme organised by 
the EU Delegation to Turkey and 
broadcasted on various TV channels 
and platforms, IKV Chairman Ayhan 
Zeytinoğlu highlighted that in these 
challenging times, the EU, while 
being a significant and indispensable 
market, continues to be Turkey’s 
target in the name of democracy and 
freedoms. Turkey’s main expectation 
is that of modernisation of the 
Customs Union in a way that would 
meet both Turkey’s and EU’s needs 
and expectations. He underlined the 
fact that Turkey is a part of this peace 
project and that he believes that 
steps should be taken to continue 
to be a part of it. He concluded by 
saying that there is a real need in this 
direction but there are also political 
obstacles and these can be resolved 
in time. 

The Europe Day messages 
show that just as cooperation and 
solidarity were among the main 
pillars of European integration 70 
years ago, they still are as important 
today, both for Europe and Turkey-EU 
relations.
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“PROTECT YOUR FOOD” 
CAMPAIGN PROMOTED

TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu participated 
in the introductory meeting of the “Protect 

Your Food” Campaign which was launched in 
partnership with the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry and UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) via video conference on 
20 May 2020.

Pointing out the rising importance of 
the concepts of food waste, food loss and 
food safety, TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu 
noted that 821 million people worldwide are 
struggling with hunger. Hisarcıklıoğlu said 
that in contrast to this, a third of the food 
produced is wasted.

TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu indicated 
that awareness of the causes, consequences 
and solutions of food loss and waste will 
be provided with the campaign, measures 
specific to every stage of the food supply 

chain will be developed, and the recycling 
concept will be implemented more 
effectively.

TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu underlined 
that Turkey will become a role model in the 
international community with this campaign. 
Hisarcıklıoğlu stated that they continue 
to work in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry and produce 
projects, and said: “We strengthen our 
cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture 
with the Protect Your Food Campaign after 
the Digital Agricultural Market. As TOBB, we 
are very pleased to be involved in these 
projects. For faster growth of the Protect Your 
Food Campaign, as TOBB, together with our 
365 chambers and exchanges, as well as our 
1.5 million members, we will work all across 
the country and on all local media.”

TURKISH FOREIGN POLICY IN THE 
POST-PANDEMIC ERA DISCUSSED 
AT TOBB AND IKV WEBINAR

The webinar entitled “Post-Pandemic 
Foreign Policy in the EU and NATO 

Context” was jointly organised by TOBB and 
IKV on 15 May 2020. TOBB Vice President 
and IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu made 
the opening speech at the webinar which 
brought together Turkey’s mission chiefs to 
the EU and NATO. In the webinar moderated 
by Head of TOBB’s EU Department Mustafa 
Bayburtlu, Turkey’s Permanent Delegate to the 
EU Ambassador Mehmet Kemal Bozay and 

Turkey’s Permanent Representative to NATO 
Ambassador Basat Öztürk shared their views on 
the trajectory of Turkish Foreign Policy in the 
context of EU and NATO in the 
post-pandemic era. Turkey-EU relations, 
including accession negotiations, the 
modernisation of the Customs Union, visa 
liberalisation and Turkey-EU cooperation on 
refugees as well as the changes in the global 
order after the coronavirus pandemic were 
among the issues discussed.

9 MAY EUROPE DAY CELEBRATED 
ONLINE AMIDST THE PANDEMIC

I n spite of the restrictions brought about 
by COVID-19 measures, 9 May Europe 

Day has been celebrated in different ways 
and using different media such as digital 
platforms and social media.

The Directorate for EU Affairs, within 
the framework of the EU Communication 
Strategy, organised a concert by Antioch 
Civilisations Choir which featured songs 
and hymns from different religious 
backgrounds to commemorate Europe 
Day. 

The EU Delegation to Turkey 
celebrated Europe Day with a special 

programme of music, debate and 
discussions on EU-Turkey relations and 
featured guests from Turkish politics, 
media, arts, and academia. IKV Chairman 
Ayhan Zeytinoğlu participated in the 9 
May Europe Day 2020 Special Programme, 
which was streamed online and on 
various TV channels, and shared his 
views on Turkey-EU relations. Moreover, 
IKV contributed to the Europe Day 
celebrations with a video entitled “Europe 
is an Ideal. Turkey is Europe.” prepared by 
the IKV Istanbul EU Information Center 
and shared on social media. 

TOBB PRESIDENT HİSARCIKLIOĞLU 
CELEBRATED EUROPE DAY 
TOBB President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu issued 

a message on the occasion of 9 May Europe 
Day. In his social media message, TOBB President 
Hisarcıklıoğlu stated the following: “70 years ago, 
the foundations of the European Union, which 
is the world’s most important peace and welfare 
project, were laid. Freedom of religion, thought, 
conscience, and enterprise, democracy and the 

rule of law, which form the basis of the EU, are 
also the common denominator of Turkey-EU 
relations. Happy 9 May Europe Day.”

TOBB Twin Towers were lit up in colours 
of the EU flag on Europe Day. Head of the EU 
Delegation to Turkey Ambassador Christian 
Berger thanked TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu 
on social media.
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TIMELINE

 

 

7.4 billion euros were raised for 
developing coronavirus vaccine 

in the global pledging event 
hosted by the EU.

The German Constitutional Court 
ruled that ECB’s bond buying 

programme partly violated the 
German Constitution.

The EU-Western Balkans Zagreb 
Summit convened via video 

conference.

70th anniversary of the Schuman 
Declaration: Europe Day was 

celebrated in Turkey and across 
the EU.

President Erdoğan and NATO 
Secretary General Stoltenberg 
discussed regional issues over 

the phone.

EP rejected the proposal 
foreseeing cuts in IPA funding 

for Turkey.

EU Foreign Ministers’ statement 
on the Eastern Mediterranean 
sparked reaction from Turkey.

Germany and France proposed 
the creation of a recovery fund 

worth 500 billion euros.

Foreign Ministers of Turkey, 
Germany, France and the UK 

convened via video conference.

EU-Turkey and Western Balkans 
annual economic policy dialogue 

was held via video conference.

Enlargement Commissioner 
Várhelyi announced that the 

annual enlargement package 
was delayed until autumn.

EU-Japan leaders’ meeting was 
held via video conference.

The European Commission 
presented its proposal on the 

COVID-19 recovery plan and the 
2021-2027 EU budget.

IKV organised a webinar on 
Turkey-EU relations in the 
post-pandemic era.

Future of the Turkey-EU refugee 
deal was discussed at IKV 
webinar.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
participated in EU Turkey 
Delegation’s 9 May Europe Day 
special programme.

IKV held a webinar entitled       
“A Europe of Values and the 
Crises: The Future of Common 
Values”.

TOBB and IKV organised a 
webinar on “Post-Pandemic 
Foreign Policy in the EU 
and NATO Context” with the 
participation of Turkey’s mission 
chiefs to NATO and the EU.

IKV hosted a webinar on 
“Turkey-EU Economic and Trade 
Relations in the Post-Pandemic 
Era”.

IKV organised a webinar on 
“Turkey-EU Relations and 
Germany’s EU Presidency” with 
the participation of Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Director for EU Affairs 
Ambassador Kaymakcı.

MAY 2020
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IKV organised a webinar entitled 
“Turkey-EU Relations and Germany’s 

EU Presidency” with the participation 
of Turkey’s Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Director for EU Affairs 
Ambassador Faruk Kaymakcı on 28 May 
2020.

IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu 
delivered the opening speech and 

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Director for EU Affairs Ambassador 
Faruk Kaymakcı shared his assessments 
on the current developments in the 
EU and various aspects of Turkey-
EU relations at the webinar which 
was moderated by IKV Strategy and 
Business Development Director M. 
Gökhan Kilit. 

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Director for EU Affairs Ambassador 
Kaymakcı responded to questions raised 
by the audience concerning EU policies 
on enlargement, security, external 
relations and economic recovery as well 
as the priorities of Germany’s upcoming 
EU Presidency and its possible 
implications for Turkey-EU relations. 

IKV DICUSSED TURKEY-EU RELATIONS 
AND GERMANY’S EU PRESIDENCY AT A 
WEBINAR

The webinar entitled “Turkey-EU 
Economic and Trade Relations 

in the Post-Pandemic Era” was 
held by IKV in association with 
the Ministry of Trade and Kocaeli 
EU Information Center on 22 May 
2020. Head of the EU Delegation 
to Turkey Ambassador Christian 
Berger and IKV and Kocaeli 
Chamber of Industry Chairman 
Ayhan Zeytinoğlu delivered the 
opening speeches at the webinar 
which was followed by a panel. 
Ministry of Trade Director General 
for International Agreements 
and EU Affairs Hüsnü Dilemre, 
Bayraktarlar Group Vice President 
Ahmet Bayraktar and IKV Secretary 
General Assoc. Prof Çiğdem Nas 
were the speakers of the panel 
moderated by IKV Strategy and 
Business Development Director 
M. Gökhan Kilit. The current state 
of Turkey-EU economic and trade 
relations, modernisation of the 
Customs Union, visa liberalisation as 
well as prospects for cooperation in 

the post-pandemic period and the 
effects of the coronavirus pandemic 

on the European economy were 
discussed during the webinar.

IKV ORGANISED A WEBINAR ON 
TURKEY-EU ECONOMIC AND TRADE 
RELATIONS IN THE POST-PANDEMIC ERA
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IKV DISCUSSED TURKEY-EU RELATIONS IN THE 
POST-PANDEMIC ERA 

IKV Webinar Series kicked 
off with a webinar on 

“Turkey-EU Relations in the 
Post-Pandemic Era” held on 
1 May 2020. IKV Chairman 
Ayhan Zeytinoğlu, First 
Deputy Secretary General of 
the Organisation of the Black 
Sea Economic Cooperation 
Ambassador Selim Yenel, IKV 
Secretary General Assoc. Prof. 
Çiğdem Nas and TOBB and 
IKV Brussels Representative 

Haluk Nuray were the 
speakers of the webinar 
moderated by IKV Strategy 
and Business Development 
Director M. Gökhan Kilit. 
Turkey-EU relations during 
and after the pandemic, the 
future of the Customs Union, 
financial cooperation, visa 
liberalisation and Turkey-EU 
cooperation on refugees 
were discussed during the 
webinar.
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FUTURE OF THE TURKEY-EU REFUGEE DEAL DISCUSSED 
AT IKV WEBINAR 

On 8 May 2020, IKV hosted a 
webinar on “Pandemic and 

Migration: The Future of the Turkey-
EU Refugee Deal”. In the event held 
within the scope of IKV Webinar 
Series and moderated by IKV Strategy 
and Business Development Director 
M. Gökhan Kilit, IKV Secretary General 
Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas, Prof. Ayhan 
Kaya from Istanbul Bilgi University, 

Assoc. Prof. Başak Yavçan from 
TOBB University of Economics and 
Technology, Assoc. Prof. Deniz Şenol 
Sert from Özyeğin University,  Fikret 
Erkut Emcioğlu from Okan University 
and Prof. Murat Erdoğan from the 
Turkish-German University shared 
their views on the various dimensions 
of the Turkey-EU refugee deal and 
cooperation on migration.

IKV organised a webinar entitled “A 
Europe of Values and the Crises: The 

Future of Common Values” on 12 May 
2020 in cooperation with IKV Istanbul 
EU Information Center and the 
Women in Foreign Policy Initiative. 
IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu 
delivered the opening speech at 
the webinar which was moderated 
by IKV Strategy and Business 
Development Director M. Gökhan 
Kilit. IKV Secretary General Assoc. 

Prof. Çiğdem Nas, Nilgün Arısan Eralp 
from the Economic Policy Research 
Foundation of Turkey (TEPAV), Assoc. 
Prof. Özlem Kaygusuz from Ankara 
University, Prof. Sanem Baykal from 
TOBB University of Economics and 
Technology, Prof. Senem Aydın Düzgit 
from Sabancı University and Istanbul 
Policy Centre, and Prof. Zeynep 
Alemdar from Okan University held 
an in-depth discussion on EU values 
and crises.

IKV ORGANISED A WEBINAR ENTITLED “A EUROPE OF 
VALUES AND THE CRISES: THE FUTURE OF COMMON 
VALUES”

ISSUE: 61 MAY 2020
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TURKEY-EU WATCH

Turkey has gradually begun to ease the coronavirus containment 
measures which have been in place for two months. 

After two months under strict 
containment measures, 

important progress has been made 
in containing the spread of 

  COVID-19. The daily number of 
new cases and the number of 
patients in need of intensive care 
have decreased and the fatality rate 
has dropped, while a significant 
increase has been recorded in the 
daily number of patients recovering 
from COVID-19. As a result of this 
promising atmosphere, Turkey 
has begun to take concrete steps 
towards easing  containment 
measures in mid-May. As announced 
by the Presidency and the Ministry 
of Health, a normalisation plan 
consisting of four phases is 
envisaged. 

In the first phase covering the 
period between 11 May and 27 May 
2020, shopping malls, barber shops and 
beauty salons were reopened under 
special rules including temperature 
controls, and  requirements to wear face 
masks and observe social distancing 
rules. During the first phase, people 
over the age of 65 and those younger 
than 20 years of age were allowed to go 
out on certain days of the week. 

The second phase of Turkey’s 
normalisation plan is foreseen to 
last from 27 May to 31 August 2020. 
Kindergartens and day care centres are 
planned to be reopened on 15 June. 
Moreover, high school and university 
entrance exams are set to take place 
on the third and fourth weekend of 
June, respectively. On the other hand, 

schools will not reopen until the next 
educational year starting in September. 
Another step to ease the COVID-19 
containment measures in the second 
phase of the normalisation plan is 
the resumption of the domestic and 
international flights from early June. 
Moreover, Turkish citizens coming 
from abroad will no longer be subject 
to a 1�-day quarantine at student 
dormitories. They will be checked 
at airports and monitored at home, 
instead.

What is more, travel restrictions 
that had been in place for 30 
metropolitan municipalities and 
Zonguldak at first were gradually 
reduced to cover 1� metropolitan 
municipalities and Zonguldak in 
May. During the second phase of the 
normalisation plan, the restrictions 
for the remaining provinces are set to 
be lifted. Furthermore, mosques are 
scheduled to reopen for communal 
prayers from 29 May. Another crucial 
step at easing the containment 
measures during the second phase 
is the continuation of partial lifts to 
the curfew for people over the age of 
65 and those younger than 20 years 
of age. Within the scope of the third 
phase, which will last from 1 September 
2020 till the end of the year, remaining 
places such as schools and universities 
are set to reopen. Lastly, the fourth 
phase of the normalisation plan which 
is envisaged to start at the beginning 
of 2021 with the expectation for the 
development of a vaccine is planned to 
last throughout the year depending on 
the course of events. 

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT REJECTED IPA FUNDING 
CUT FOR TURKEY 

O n 1� May 2020, the European Parliament (EP) 
rejected a proposal by some of its lawmakers 

that would have cut pre-accession funds for 
Turkey. The proposal on cutting pre-accession 
funds was turned down by the coalition between 
social democrat, liberal and green political 
groups. EP’s Turkey Rapporteur Nacho Sánchez 
Amor and the Turkey-EU Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC) Co-Chair Sergey Lagodinsky 
also played an important role in the rejection of 
the proposal. The proposal was submitted as an 
amendment by German MEP Monika Hohlmeier 
from the centre-right European People’s Party 
during the plenary session where the EU 
lawmakers adopted the evaluation of the 2018 

EU budget. 
As it is known, IPA funding is used for 

projects and programmes allowing alignment 
with EU acquis and creating capacity for 
economic and social cohesion in candidate 
and potential candidate countries. EP’s Turkey 
Rapporteur Sánchez Amor said in his assessment 
after the proposal was rejected, “These funds are 
mainly focused on supporting an independent 
civil society. The suspension would harm not only 
those who toil for basic rights but also a more 
democratic Turkey”. In similar vein Turkey-EU JPC 
Co-Chair Lagodinsky said, “I am glad to know that 
the Turkish civil society will not suffer from the 
current difficulties in bilateral relations.”
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The EP has largely voted against suspending Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) funds to Turkey.

TURKEY CONTRIBUTED TO 
THE EU’S CORONAVIRUS 
GLOBAL RESPONSE 
INITIATIVE

On � May 2020, the European 
Commission launched the 

Coronavirus Global Response 
Initiative in a bid to raise 7.5 
billion euros through a worldwide 
pledging marathon. The initiative 
is comprised of three partnerships 
to ensure the development 
and universal deployment of 
diagnostics, treatments and 
vaccines against COVID-19. It has 
been developed as a response 
to a call to action by the WHO 
and an initial group of health 
actors for global collaboration to 
accelerate the development of 
coronavirus health technologies 
on 2� April. In this regard, the 
European Commission has 
launched a global pledging 
campaign inviting governments, 
international organisations, 
business leaders, citizens, public 
figures, philanthropists and artists 
to take part in the initiative along 
with raising worldwide awareness 

about efforts to fight COVID-19. 
Turkish President Recep 

Tayyip Erdoğan joined the virtual 
pledging conference, chaired 
by European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen, 
during which 7.� billion euros 
were raised. President Erdoğan 
expressed Turkey’s complete 
support for the EU’s initiative by 
underlining that COVID-19 “has 
turned into a unique global test” 
for humanity. Turkey has always 
stressed the need for international 
cooperation in times of crises 
and proved its solidarity by 
sending different sorts of medical 
equipment to 80 countries since 
the beginning of March. President 
Erdoğan also reaffirmed his 
support for the theme “Vaccines 
for All” and indicated that 
everyone should have equal rights 
to reach and use the treatments 
to be developed against the 
coronavirus.

TURKEY STARTED EASING COVID-19 
RESTRICTIONS IN FOUR PHASES
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Convening via video conference 
on 15 May 2020, EU Foreign 

Ministers issued a joint statement 
on the Eastern Mediterranean.  
Criticising Turkey’s decision 
to dispatch a drilling ship in 
the area claimed to be within 
Greek Cypriot Administration’s 
unilaterally declared exclusive 
economic zone, EU Foreign 
Ministers reaffirmed their 
established position as outlined in 
the previous Council conclusions 
and voiced full support for the 
Greek Cypriot Administration. 
The statement expressed EU’s 
full solidarity with Greece and 
the Greek Cypriot Administration 
over hydrocarbon exploration 
rights and the Aegean airspace 
dispute and urged Turkey to 
cease its offshore hydrocarbon 
drilling activities in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. 

The statement was criticised by 
Turkey for remaining indifferent to 
Turkey’s genuine initiatives while 
lending unconditional support 

to Greece and the Greek Cypriot 
Administration. Turkish Foreign 
Ministry Spokesperson Hami Aksoy, 
in a written statement, called on 

the EU to act with common sense 
and to take international law and 
the legitimate rights and interests 
of Turkey and the Turkish Republic 

of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) into 
consideration, and reaffirmed 
Turkey’s readiness for dialogue on 
an equitable basis.

As known, Turkey has 
been conducting hydrocarbon 
drilling activities in the Eastern 
Mediterranean within the 
legitimate rights stemming from its 
continental shelf and in line with 
the licenses granted to the Turkish 
Petroleum Corporation in 2011 
by the TRNC. The Greek Cypriot 
Administration however, claims 
that the area is within its unilaterally 
declared exclusive economic zone. 
The issue has strained Turkey-
EU relations, as the EU acting in 
total disregard for the legitimate 
rights of Turkey and the TRNC, has 
offered continuous support to the 
Greek Cypriot Administration and 
imposed a series of sanctions on 
Turkey. 

EU FOREIGN MINISTERS’ STATEMENT ON EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN SPARKED REACTION FROM TURKEY
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EU AND TURKEY PRESENTED 
NORMALISATION PLANS FOR 
THE TOURISM SECTOR

On 13 May 2020, the European 
Commission put forward 

a package of guidelines and 
recommendations to assist Member 
States in lifting travel restrictions and 
allowing tourism businesses to open 
gradually, under the condition that 
the necessary health precautions 
are taken. The package includes 
a common approach to lifting 
restrictions and safely restoring 
free movement and transport 
services at EU’s internal borders in 
a coordinated and responsible way. 
The package also aspires to resume 
tourism services by developing 
health protocols and cross-border 
tracing apps, and thus demonstrate 
the EU as a safe tourist destination. 
Supporting tourism businesses, 
especially SMEs, by ensuring liquidity 
is one of the primary objectives of 
the package. 

Turkey also announced an action 
plan for the normalisation of the 
tourism sector and has been in 
talks with around 70 countries for 

cooperation in the field of tourism. 
According to the plan, hotels and 
transfer vehicles will be subject to 
a certification system which will 
be implemented in coordination 
with relevant ministries, Turkish 
Standards Institute, NGOs, and sector 
representatives. Disinfectants will 
be made available at all transfer 
vehicles which will not be allowed 
to work in full capacity. Similarly, 
hotels will not work in full capacity 
as their maximum occupancy permit 
is determined as 60 percent. Hotels 
will undertake further measures; 
they will be obliged to check visitors’ 
body temperatures and provide 
masks to the ones who do not own 
one. They will also raise awareness 
on COVID-19 and ensure that social 
distancing rules are respected. 
Making sure that all surfaces are 
disinfected is also a part of the 
action plan. Most importantly, guests 
displaying symptoms will be taken 
to the quarantine area which will be 
created at hotels for emergencies. 

Germany’s Federal Constitutional 
Court has ruled that the 

European Central Bank’s (ECB) 
mass bond buying programme to 
stabilise the Euro Area and revive 
the economies in need partly 
violated the German Constitution. 
Delivering its judgement in 
the lawsuit filed by a group of 
businessmen and academics on 
5 May 2020, Germany’s highest 
court gave the ECB three months 
to justify the programme in 
question. If the ECB cannot prove 
that its bond purchases are in line 
with the monetary policy targets 
implemented within this period, the 
German Central Bank will have to 
stop these purchases. 

The court ruling covers around 
2.6 trillion euro in bonds purchased 
by the ECB in the period between 
March 2015 and December 2018. As 

it is known, these bond purchases 
were carried out within the scope 
of ECB’s Public Sector Purchase 
Programme (PSPP) initiated in 2015 
with the aim of saving the Euro 
Area from economic crises and 
was also supported by Euro Area 
governments and EU institutions. 
It is important to note that the 
ruling does not apply to the 750 
billion euro Pandemic Emergency 
Purchase Programme that the 
ECB launched to contain the 
economic impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The German Constitutional 
Court ruled that while there was 
no finding that any country was 
directly financed by the ECB, 
the German government and 
lawmakers did not examine the 
objectives and mechanisms in the 
ECB’s bond buying programme and 

that it should be justified whether 
the principle of proportionality was 
taken into account when making 
these purchases. ECB’s bond buying 
programme has been the subject 
of controversy in Germany from the 
beginning. 

On the other hand, the 
Luxembourg-based European 
Court of Justice (ECJ) in its 
judgement dated 11 December 
2018 had ruled that the PSPP 
carried out by the ECB was not 
in breach of EU law, that the 
programme should be evaluated 
within the scope of monetary 
policy, and therefore fell within the 
exclusive competence of the EU.

Commenting on the German 
Constitutional Court’s ruling on ECB, 
European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen stressed that 
the Commission would analyse the 
ruling and look into possible steps 
which could include the option of 
infringement proceedings. Pointing 
to the ECJ, von der Leyen said 
that the final word on EU law was 
always spoken in Luxembourg and 
nowhere else. 

It is clear that the ruling will 
cause the Union’s monetary policy 
and EU law to be questioned again. 
Moreover, there are concerns that 
this ruling could set a precedent 
and the constitutional courts of 
other Member States could follow 
suit in challenging EU law.

ECB’S BOND BUYING SCHEME CHALLENGED 
AT GERMAN CONSTITUTIONAL COURT 
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HIGH-LEVEL EXCHANGES

EU leaders and the leaders of the six Western 
Balkan countries – Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro, North 
Macedonia, and Serbia – came together at the 
Zagreb EU-Western Balkans Summit on 6 May 
2020. The summit, initially set to take place on 
6-7 May in Zagreb, was planned to be the key 
event in the calendar of Croatia’s first-ever EU 
Presidency. However, due to the coronavirus 
pandemic the summit had to be held via video 
conference, instead. The Zagreb Summit had 
a symbolic importance for Croatia as the first 
EU-Western Balkans Summit had convened in 
Zagreb 20 years ago. 

Support and solidarity with the Western 
Balkans in the face of the COVID-19 crisis was 
among the main messages of the Zagreb 
Summit. Ahead of the Zagreb Summit, the 
European Commission announced a 3.3 
billion euro aid package to help the Western 
Balkans deal with the effects of the pandemic 
and assist the region’s recovery. Moreover, 
the Commission is preparing an Economic 

and Investment Plan to tackle the long-term 
implications of the COVID-19 crisis which will be 
announced later this year.

The leaders endorsed the Zagreb 
Declaration at the end of the summit. 
While reconfirming the EU’s unequivocal 
support for the European perspective of the 
Western Balkans, the declaration fell short 
of expectations for its failure to mention 
“enlargement” and “EU membership” due to 
the persisting divergences among EU Member 
States. 

Speaking at the joint press conference 
following the summit, European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen underscored 
that the summit was a testimony of the 
importance the EU attributed to the region. For 
his part, European Council President Charles 
Michel while stating that the summit provided 
an opportunity to reaffirm the European 
perspective of the Western Balkans, stressed the 
importance of reforms regarding the rule of law, 
democracy, and the fight against corruption.

PRESIDENT ERDOĞAN TALKED WITH NATO SECRETARY 
GENERAL STOLTENBERG OVER THE PHONE 

1965
2020

On 1� May 2020, Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip 

Erdoğan and NATO Secretary 
General Jens Stoltenberg had 
a phone call to discuss current 
security challenges, including 
the common fight against 
COVID-19 and the situation 
in Libya.

NATO Secretary General 
Stoltenberg praised Turkey 
for its support with medical 
equipment to other Allies 
and partners, in response 
to requests made through 
NATO’s Euro-Atlantic Disaster 
Response Coordination 
Centre. Apart from the fight 
against the COVID-19 and the 
potential steps to be taken in 

the post-pandemic period, 
views were also exchanged 
on regional issues, Libya in 
particular. 

In a statement, NATO 
Secretary General Stoltenberg 
emphasized that NATO will 
continue to take all measures 
to ensure the collective 
defence of all Allies and its 
position remains consistent 
in the situation in Libya. 
The Secretary General also 
recalled that all parties should 
respect the UN arms embargo, 
as reaffirmed at the Berlin 
International Conference on 
Libya in January 2020, and that 
NATO fully supports UN efforts 
to find a political solution.

EU-WESTERN BALKANS ZAGREB 
SUMMIT CONVENED VIRTUALLY

ANNUAL ECONOMIC POLICY DIALOGUE 
GATHERED REPRESENTATIVES OF EU, 
TURKEY AND WESTERN BALKANS  

This year’s economic policy dialogue, 
organised annually with the aim of 

preparing EU candidate countries for 
the European Semester, took place on 
19 May 2020 amid COVID-19 priorities. 
The policy dialogue brought together 
the representatives of the EU, Turkey 
and Western Balkans with the European 
Commission and ECB. During the meeting 
the participants mainly discussed common 
challenges concerning public health as 
well as social and economic life due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Moreover, the central 
role of the economic policy dialogue in 
medium-term recovery was emphasized, 
given that the multi-faceted negative impact 
of the pandemic could not be tackled with 
national short-term measures. 

At the end of the meeting, “Joint 
Conclusions of the Economic and Financial 
Dialogue between the EU and the Western 

Balkans and Turkey” were adopted. The 
joint conclusions included assessments on 
the necessary socioeconomic steps to be 
taken by individual candidate and potential 
candidate countries in the medium-term. 
On the other hand, the implementation of 
the national economic reform programmes 
covering the 2020-2022 period and the 
current economic situation in Turkey 
and the Western Balkan countries along 
with deteriorated growth targets due to 
the negative effects of COVID-19 were 
examined. All countries pledged to work in 
cooperation to mitigate the unprecedented 
major challenges in all sectors and to 
build up resilience in the longer term. 
Most importantly, they acknowledged 
that emergency measures should be 
implemented in a way to ensure respect for 
the principles of the rule of law, fundamental 
rights and freedoms, and democracy.
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EXPECTATIONS FOR THE TURKISH AND EU ECONOMY 
AMIDST THE COVID-19 CRISIS

As the coronavirus pandemic 
weighs on the world since 
the beginning of 2020, 

it sparked a shock with severe 
socioeconomic consequences. All 
over the world states had to take 
drastic measures to contain and 
prevent the spread of the virus which 
has led the economies into a state 
of “hibernation”. Economic forecasts 
and reports recently released by 
several institutions point out to 
the deepest global recession ever 
seen since the Great Depression. 
Unlike the recessions that the world 
experienced in the past, in which 
economic activity was hit by a lack 
of demand, the current situation 
concerns both supply and demand. 

As the coronavirus has spread 
across Europe, EU countries were 
hit and the damaging economic  
effects have been felt by all Member 
States. Due to the lockdown 
implemented in most Member 
States, there was a sharp drop in 
supply and many non-essential 
activities were suspended. Industries 
have been severely hit by the 
containment measures as the input 
delivery and employment were 
disrupted. This reflected as a series 
of shocks to demand, supply chain, 
industrial output, investment, trade 
and capital flows in the economies.

The EU and the Member States 
have responded to the shock with 
a comprehensive set of policy 
measures. Economic support 
packages have been adopted by the 
Member States to reduce the effects 
of the containment measures on 
economies. These included measures 
to meet the liquidity needs of the 
private sector and markets as well as 
support for the reduction of income 
losses of workers unable to work 
due to the containment measures. 
The actions taken by the Member 
States have been complemented 
by actions at the EU level. The 

measures taken by the EU contain 
ensuring full flexibility in the use of 
structural funds, the creation of a 100 
billion euro support plan to reduce 
unemployment risks, a 25 billion 
euro guarantee fund for the SMEs 
and a credit line under the European 
Stability Mechanism.

Despite the policy response 
at both the EU and national level, 
the economic situation in the EU is 
pointing to a severe recession and 
both the recession and the recovery 
is projected to be uneven. The 
European Commission, in the spring 
edition of its quarterly European 
Economic Forecast Report published 
on 6 May 2020, presenting the 
economic outlook and projections 
for the EU and Member States, 
signals to the deepest recession in 
the EU’s history. The EU economy 
is expected to contract by a record 
high 7.� percent this year and grow 
by 6.1 percent in 2021. The Euro Area 
economy is estimated to contract 
by 7.7 percent and grow by 6.3 
percent in 2021. Notably, the rate 
of contraction is far worse than the 

2008 global financial crisis when the 
Euro Area economy shrank by �.5 
percent.

The leading economies of 
the Euro Area are also under 
the influence of the damaging 
economic effects of the coronavirus 
pandemic. It is estimated that 
Germany will contract by 6.5 percent 
in 2020 and will grow by 5.9 percent 
in 2021. The economy of Italy, which 
is among the countries worst-hit by 
the pandemic, is expected to shrink 
by 9.5 percent in 2020 and grow by 
6.5 percent in 2021. Similarly, the 
Spanish economy is estimated to 
contract by 9.� percent in 2020 and 
grow by 7.0 percent in 2021.

Gradual easing of the 
containment measures taken to 
prevent the spread of the virus is 
envisaged to prepare the ground for 
recovery. However, it does not seem 
possible to fully compensate for 
the economic loss incurred by the 
EU economy in 2020 until the end 
of 2021. While the investments are 
under pressure, the labour market is 
not expected to recover completely. 

The economic recovery of each 
Member State will depend on the 
evolution of the pandemic in that 
country along with the structure of 
the economy concerned and the 
capacity of that country to respond 
to stabilisation policies. The high 
interdependence between EU 
economies is also impacting the 
recovery dynamics in each Member 
State.

Although short-term work 
plans, wage supports and business 
incentives help limit job losses, the 
coronavirus pandemic is expected 
to have a serious impact on the 
labour market. The unemployment 
rate in the Euro Area is expected to 
increase from 7.5 percent in 2019 
to 9.6 percent in 2020 and drop to 
8.6 percent in 2021. Meanwhile, 
the unemployment rate in the EU 
is expected to rise from 6.7 percent 
in 2019 to 9.0 percent in 2020 and 
it is estimated to drop to about 7.9 
percent in 2021.

After the downward trend 
since 201�, the public debt to GDP 
ratio is also expected to increase 
significantly. The said ratio for 
the Euro Area is expected to rise 
from 86.7 percent in 2019 to 102.7 
percent in 2020 and to decrease to 
98.8 percent in 2021. In the EU, this 
ratio is estimated to increase from 
79.� percent in 2019 to 95 percent 
this year and to decrease to 92 
percent in 2021.

Outlook for the Turkish Economy 
The Turkish economy is highly 

integrated with the global value 
chains, as noted and reconfirmed 
in the European Economic Forecast 
Spring 2020 Report. But this 
integration also risks exposure to 
negative effects in times of crisis, as 
it is the case for the global pandemic 
crisis where Turkey received the 
fallout. Tourism and transport 
are the main sectors in Turkey 
which are envisaged to be mostly 
affected by the global economic 
recession caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

The containment measures 
implemented in parallel with the 
world inevitably had downward 
effects on the economy, not only 
curbing the demand but also 
limiting the output in industry and 
services sectors. Global uncertainty 
is overshadowing the recovery, but 
Turkey’s economic loss due to the 
pandemic is envisaged to be lower 
than the EU average. According to the 
European Economic Forecast Report, 
the Turkish economy is expected to 
contract by 5.� percent in 2020 and 
grow by �.� percent in 2021.

Following the sharp decline in 
international trade this year, Turkey’s 
exports are forecast to fall around 25 
percent this year. The pandemic has 
deprived Turkey of important sources 
of foreign currency revenues, mainly 
from tourism and exports, widening 
the current account deficit. In order 
to smoothly manage the balance 
of payments and to cushion the 
social and economic effects of the 
pandemic, it seems that Turkey will 
need to seek external financing. IMF is 
not considered as a source of financial 
support. Currently, swap agreements 
are on the agenda to meet foreign 
exchange liquidity needs. Turkey has 
long standing swap agreements with 
certain countries and intends to set 
up new currency swap lines with 
potential G20 countries. Recently, 
Turkey has expanded a swap 
agreement which was established a 
few years ago.   

The government took steps to 
support the economy and secure 
it from the effects of the pandemic 
crisis. The Economic Stability Shield 
Package covering measures worth 
100 billion Turkish liras mainly on tax, 
credits, and labour first introduced 
in March has reached 250 billion 
Turkish liras (3�.�2 billion dollars) 
which corresponds to nearly 11 
percent of the national income.  
As the lockdown measures are 
gradually being lifted in line with the 
normalisation process, the economy 
is envisaged to recover partially in 
2021.

The global recession caused by the containment measures in fighting the coronavirus pandemic is not 
only unique by its nature, but also deep, unprecedented and uncertain.
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