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TÜRKİYE HAS A VITAL ROLE TO PLAY IN AN ENLARGED EU
Despite highlighting further enlargement as a necessity for a “geopolitical EU”, European leaders Scholz 

and von der Leyen failed to demonstrate the same enthusiasm for Türkiye’s membership bid although it 
is crucial for the EU’s emergence as a geopolitical actor.

German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz outlined his ideas 
on the future of Europe 

in the wake of Russia’s war on 
Ukraine in a speech he delivered 
at Charles University in Prague 
on 29 August 2022. Making the 
case for a “geopolitical Europe”, 
Scholz defined his vision for an 
EU consisting of 30 to 36 Member 
States and called for internal EU 
reform to adapt to an enlarged 
EU. Scholz expressed his staunch 
support for the EU’s eastward 
enlargement namely to the 
countries described as the “Western 
Balkans” along with the “Association 
Trio” i.e. Ukraine, Moldova and 
Georgia which were granted an EU 
perspective in June, as a necessity 
to ensure stability in Europe and 
protect the values at the core of 
Europe. Calling for the accession 
perspective of the aforementioned 
countries to be taken seriously, 
the German Chancellor stated that 
the candidate countries deserved 
support on their paths to the EU. 
Missing from Chancellor Scholz’s 
classification of prospective 
Member States; however, was 
Türkiye which has more extensive 
and deep-rooted relations with the 
EU than any of these states. 

A similar omission was made 
by European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen, who made 
no mention of Türkiye while talking 
about enlargement in her annual 
State of the European Union 
address on �4 September 2022. In 
an address that focused largely on 
the EU’s unwavering support for 
Ukraine in the face of the Kremlin’s 
aggression and how the EU plans to 
mitigate the shockwaves caused by 
the war, von der Leyen underscored 
that the EU would not be complete 
without integrating the Western 
Balkan countries, Ukraine, Moldova, 
and Georgia. Turning to the peoples 
of the Western Balkans, Ukraine, 

Moldova and Georgia, she sent 
the following message: “You are 
part of our family, your future is in 
our Union, and our Union is not 
complete without you!”. While 
welcoming these countries with 
open arms, Commission President 
von der Leyen did not demonstrate 
the same welcoming approach to 
the people of Türkiye.

Türkiye Holds the Key to the 
EU’s Quest for Geopolitical 
Actorness

The speeches by these two 
influential EU leaders portray a 
worrying tendency to overlook 
Türkiye’s status as a candidate 
country destined to join the EU. 
The absence of references to 
Türkiye in the two speeches speaks 
volumes not only about the light 
in which the EU views Türkiye, but 
also about how the EU’s current 
leadership charts the future of the 
European project. While charting 
the EU’s future direction, EU leaders 

should bear in mind that an EU that 
does not have Türkiye as a member 
would be solely confined to the 
European continent and lack global 
outreach along with the capacity 
to become a security provider for 
its own citizens.

Moreover, Chancellor Scholz 
and Commission President von 
der Leyen’s selective reading of 
the EU’s enlargement policy is 
quite problematic as Türkiye has 
always been part of Europe both 
geographically and historically. 
A founding member of leading 
European institutions such as 
the Council of Europe and the 
Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), 
Türkiye has taken part in almost 
all European institutions. More 
importantly, one should keep in 
mind that although Türkiye’s EU 
accession talks have been at an 
impasse due to political obstacles 
resulting from the EU’s strategic 
mistake to admit the Greek Cypriot 

Administration of Southern Cyprus 
(GCASC) as a member prior to the 
resolution of the Cyprus question, 
Türkiye still is an EU candidate state 
with which accession negotiations 
have been underway since 2005. 
Therefore, by singling Türkiye out 
while extending an invitation to 
other countries covered by the 
current enlargement agenda, the 
EU is essentially sending the wrong 
message to the Turkish public 
which risks perpetuating the view 
that the EU is applying double 
standards to Türkiye. 

Besides, it is a widely known 
fact that Türkiye’s contribution 
to the European project as a 
prospective member would by 
far exceed that of the remaining 
candidate and potential candidate 
countries. In this respect, the 
deliberate omission of Türkiye 
by von der Leyen and Scholz 
contradicts the former’s promise of 
a “geopolitical Commission” and the 
latter’s vision of a “geopolitical EU”.

One needs only to look at the 
map to see that Türkiye has a vital role 
to play in the making of a geopolitical 
EU. With its geographic location at 
the crossroads of trade and energy 
transit routes, Türkiye is a panacea 
to the challenges exacerbated by 
the COVID-�9 pandemic and the 
Russia-Ukraine war in a plethora of 
areas from energy security to security 
of supply chains. Moreover, being a 
key NATO ally that has undertaken 
numerous tasks for ensuring the 
security of the south-eastern flank of 
the Alliance, Türkiye’s EU accession 
would be decisive for EU’s emergence 
as a security provider. Türkiye could 
add real value to the EU’s latest 
security and defence initiatives 
aimed at the creation of a genuine 
defence union, which have become 
even more important in the wake of 
Russia’s war on Ukraine. 

As a key regional actor, which 
has long-standing historical, cultural, 
and human links to the countries of 
Eurasia and neighbouring regions, 
Türkiye’s prospective membership 
could turn the EU into a truly global 
actor. By bringing Türkiye into its 
ranks, the EU’s outreach would 
expand beyond Europe to the 
countries in the Middle East, South 
Caucasus and Central Asia. Having 
Türkiye as a member, the EU could 
benefit from Türkiye’s historical ties 
and experience in adjacent regions 
and help to find lasting solutions to 
ongoing conflicts in a geography 
spanning from the Balkans to the 
Caucasus. Türkiye’s mediation 
efforts between Russia and Ukraine, 
are a case in point. In this respect, 
with Türkiye as a member, the EU 
could move from being viewed 
as a peace project confined to the 
European continent to a genuinely 
global peace project. We hope 
that prominent EU leaders do not 
overlook these facts while designing 
the future architecture of the 
European project.
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Germany’s Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
made a remarkably important 

speech at the Charles University in 
Prague which outlined his vision for 
an enlarged and reformed EU. He 
touched upon the challenges the 
EU faces such as the energy crisis, 
problems in decision-making and 
rule of law standards. Chancellor 
Scholz expressed his vision for an 
enlarged EU with 30 to 36 Member 
States including Western Balkan 
candidate countries, Ukraine, 
Moldova, and Georgia.  Stating the 

shift in the centre of gravity towards 
the East, he also underlined the 
need for reform in decision-making 
and institutional set-up before such 
an enlargement could take place. 
He also gave support to the idea 
of a European Political Community 
which was put forward previously 
by French President Emmanuel 
Macron. European Political 
Community would exist separately 
from the EU and include non-EU 
countries of Europe such as the UK 
and others that may aspire to be EU 
members in the future. However,  
Mr. Scholz did not specifically 
mention Türkiye as one of the 
candidates to join an enlarged EU.

IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu 
commented on Chancellor Scholz’s 
speech and the significance of 
incorporating Türkiye into a vision of 
the future of the EU:

“I watched Chancellor Scholz’s 
speech on EU enlargement and 

reform with great interest. I support 
most of his ideas such as the need 
to leave the unanimity requirement 
behind in EU decision-making, 
reforming the EU with a view to 
enlargement and the importance of 
upholding democracy and rule of 
law. Given the situation in Ukraine 
and the threat from Russia to 
European security, it seems that the 
EU does not have any other choice 
than to accommodate demands for 
enlargement from countries such as 
Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, and the 
Balkans. It is evident that a reformed 
and enlarged EU that could bolster 
its efficiency and effectiveness 
as well as its geographical scope 
would be able to play a critical role 
in the international system and 
balance out rising authoritarian 
powers. However, I found it odd 
that Türkiye was not specifically 
mentioned in Chancellor Scholz’s 
speech regarding the future of 

the EU. Since the war in Ukraine 
revealed the need for revising 
and upgrading European security 
architecture, Türkiye should be 
considered the first country that 
needs to be included in this vision. 
The need to collaborate, cooperate 
and work together with Türkiye 
has emerged time and again in 
the 20�5-�6 refugee crisis, 20�9 
Eastern Med crisis, 2020 
Nagorno-Karabakh war, and the 
2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
As a relevant regional actor in 
South-East Europe with extensive 
economic, social, cultural and 
political involvement in adjacent 
regions, with an advanced export 
base, industrial and agricultural 
production, geographically 
controlling corridors of human 
movement and energy transmission, 
Türkiye occupies a unique place in 
an enlarged EU. Türkiye’s inclusion 
in Chancellor Scholz’s vision for 

the future of the EU would also 
provide a panacea for existent 
vulnerabilities such as security risks 
emanating from the east and the 
south, energy dependency and 
conflicts in interstate relations in 
Eurasia. Türkiye’s inclusion into an 
enlarged EU would also facilitate the 
resolution of the Cyprus question 
and the Aegean dispute between 
Greece and Türkiye. 

I wholeheartedly support 
Chancellor Scholz’s emphasis on 
the need to uphold democratic 
values and rule of law in the EU. 
While planning for the future of the 
EU, contingency should be made 
for a return to EU reforms in Türkiye 
based on a renewed European 
perspective. Türkiye’s return to 
European values would also provide 
for a strong pro-democracy and 
rule of law effect in the current EU 
Member States which are criticised 
for deficiencies in this regard.” 

IKV PRESS RELEASE ON CHANCELLOR SCHOLZ’S SPEECH ON EU 
REFORM: “TÜRKİYE SHOULD HAVE A SEAT IN AN ENLARGED EU”

The European Political 
Community will be launched at 

the informal summit of the Heads 
of State or Government of the EU 
Member States. It will also host 
associate, candidate, and aspiring 
countries to the EU.

While Armenia and Azerbaijan 
are invited to the Community, 
Türkiye’s participation is still 
debated. European Council 
President Charles Michel noted 
that the EU should also invite 
Türkiye based on a consensus 
amongst the Member States. 

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
highlighted the importance of 
Türkiye’s participation in the 
Community: “The European 
Political Community project is an 
initiative to include countries in 
the larger European geography 
into the European integration 
process based on common 
values, constant dialogue and 
solidarity against threats such as 
those emanating from Russian 
aggression. This larger Europe 
includes not only the EU Member 
States and candidate countries but 
also countries in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the EU, 
countries such as Norway and 
Switzerland which are highly 

integrated into the European 
market, and also the UK, which has 
recently left the EU but continues 
to share many interests with it. The 
European Political Community 
project has been mostly triggered 
in order to defend and show 
solidarity with Ukraine following 
Russia’s aggression towards the 
country. It is an initiative to show 
a united front against rivals, and 
to join forces against common 
enemies and threats. The EU 
faces many challenges including 
the rise in energy prices and the 
social and political upheavals 
this situation may set off. Under 
such challenging circumstances, 
it is vital that Türkiye should be 
considered a part of this project. 
Although we still aim for full 
EU membership, the European 
Political Community, should 

definitely include Türkiye as well. 
Türkiye has shown its relevance for 
European issues many times, most 
recently in the Ukrainian crisis. One 
needs only to look at history to see 
that Türkiye cannot be left out of 
European security structures or 
European politics for that matter. 
Türkiye has been a member 
of all European organisations 
since the World War II except 
for the EU. Despite the fact that 
Türkiye has not been admitted 
to the EU yet, it has a close 
association and a customs union 
with the Union. Thus, it would 
be illogical to exclude Türkiye, 
which is a candidate country, 
an associate state, a customs 
union partner and a country the 
EU has depended on to control 
the Syrian refugee crisis six years 
ago. Türkiye is a vital player in the 
solution of Europe’s problems 
and in the quest to stabilise 
disputes and conflicts in nearby 
regions. If Greece and GCASC are 
opposing Türkiye’s participation 
in the Prague summit due to 
the disputes over Cyprus or the 
Aegean, it should not be forgotten 
that these issues cannot be solved 
without reaching out to and 
engaging with Türkiye”.

IKV PRESS RELEASE: TÜRKİYE 
SHOULD BE INVITED TO THE 
PRAGUE SUMMIT IKV  Chairman Ayhan 

Zeytinoğlu attended 
Registration, Evaluation, 
Authorisation and 
Restriction of Chemicals 
(REACH)” training 
programme hosted by the 
Union of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges 
of Türkiye (TOBB), in 
cooperation with the 
Ministry of Environment, 

Urbanisation and Climate 
Change.

The opening 
speeches of the meeting 
were made by TOBB 
Türkiye Plastic, Rubber 
and Composite Industry 
Council President Yavuz 
Eroğlu, IKV Chairman 
Ayhan Zeytinoğlu 
and Head of the 
Chemicals Management 

Department of the 
Directorate General 
of Environmental 
Management of the 
Ministry of Environment, 
Urbanisation and 
Climate Change Nihat 
Yaman. Environment and 
Urbanisation Expert in 
the Ministry Ahu Çekme 
made the presentation of 
the REACH. 

IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU ATTENDED THE 
“REACH” TRAINING PROGRAMME

NEW PUBLICATION BY IKV: “MULTILATERALISM 
AFTER COVID-19 AND THE UKRAINE WAR: THE EU 
AND TÜRKİYE DIMENSION”

The latest 
publication entitled 

“Multilateralism After 
COVID-�9 and the 
Ukraine War: The EU and 
Türkiye Dimension” (in 
Turkish), prepared by 
IKV Junior Researcher 
Sema Nur Yeniyıldız, 
was published by IKV 
Publication Series. 
This publication looks 
at the successful and 
failed attempts at 
multilateralism in the 
wake of the pandemic 
and the Ukraine crisis. 
It begins by analysing 
the initial responses 
of the EU and Türkiye, 
long-time advocates of 
multilateralism, to the 

pandemic and their 
possible contributions 
to multilateralism in 
the post-pandemic 
period. It then 
analyses the impact 
of the war between 
Russia and Ukraine on 
multilateralism.

The following 
findings are included 
in the publication: “The 
world today is increasingly 
fragmented by the 
crises it is experiencing. 
Problems and the degree 
of polarisation within 
and between countries 
are on the rise, which is 
increasingly reflected in 
politics and international 
relations. We are now at 
the transition to a new 
era defined by growing 
geopolitical importance 
and protectionism, 
unilateral sanctions, 
withdrawal and termination 
of agreements, along with 
increasing military and 
economic pressures.”
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Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu paid 
a visit to Serbia to participate 
in the Open Balkan Initiative 

Summit.

Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu met 
with his French counterpart 

Colonna.

President Erdoğan went on a 
Balkan trip in which he met with 

key officials from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Serbia, and Croatia.

Türkiye and the US held the 
third meeting of the Türkiye-US 

Strategic Mechanism Dialogue in 
Washington.  

Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu 
attended the state funeral of late 

Queen Elizabeth II.

President Erdoğan participated 
in UN General Assembly and 

hosted several world leaders in 
the Turkish House.

IKV published a press release on 
Scholz’s speech on EU reform.

IKV Secretary General Nas spoke at 
the Customs Union Modernisation 
Working Group Meeting.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
participated in the panel entitled 
“The Agenda for Europe”.

IKV published a press release 
on the importance of Türkiye’s 
participation in the Prague 
Summit.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
attended the “Registration, 
Evaluation, Authorisation 
and Restriction of Chemicals 
(REACH)” training programme 
hosted by TOBB.

IKV, TEPAV and IPC published 
a joint call on updating 
Türkiye’s Nationally Determined 
Contribution. 

The second report of the 
project entitled “Overcoming 
Global Problems Through Local 
Cooperation: The Case of IBB” 
was published.

SEPTEMBER 2022
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2020

IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu 
participated online in the panel on 

“The Agenda for Europe” as part of 
the “Intelligence on the World, Europe 
and Italy” forum organised by “The 
European House-Ambrosetti” on 3-4 
September 2022 in Italy.  

The panel was held with the 
participation of EU Commissioner 
for Economy Paolo Gentiloni, French 
Minister of the Economy, Finance and 
Recovery Bruno Le Maire, and Italian 
Minister of Technological Innovation 
and Digital Transition Vittorio Colao.

IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU PARTICIPATED 
IN “THE AGENDA FOR EUROPE” PANEL

IKV SECRETARY GENERAL NAS PARTICIPATED 
IN THE CUSTOMS UNION MODERNISATION 
WORKING GROUP MEETING

IKV Secretary General Assoc. Prof. 
Çiğdem Nas attended the 8th 

meeting of the “Customs Union 
Modernisation Working Group” on 
2 September 2022. At the meeting 
hosted by the Ministry of Trade 
Directorate General for International 
Agreements and EU, the state of 

play in the Türkiye-EU Customs 
Union and the latest developments 
in the modernisation process were 
discussed. 

IKV was represented by 
Secretary General Assoc. Prof. 
Çiğdem Nas and Brussels 
Representative Haluk Nuray at the 
working group meeting. Indicating 
the problems in the functioning of 
the Customs Union and the need 
for its modernisation, Assoc. Prof. 
Nas stated that the disruptions in 

world trade, the shifts in the global 
system and the EU’s objectives such 
as digitalisation and the European 
Green Deal make the revitalisation 
of the Türkiye-EU relationship 
even more crucial. Assoc. Prof. Nas 
noted that provided that the full 
membership goal was maintained, 
launching the Customs Union 
modernisation process would 
have positive effects on Türkiye-EU 
relations, the EU’s role as a trade 
actor and the global trading system.

A JOINT CALL ON TÜRKİYE`S NATIONALLY DETERMINED 
CONTRIBUTION IS PUBLISHED

The joint call concerning the 
updating of Türkiye’s Nationally 

Determined Contribution (NDC) 
has been published in cooperation 
with IKV, TEPAV and IPC. In the 
text bearing the theme of “Türkiye 
Must Be Ambitious This Time in Its 
Nationally Determined Contribution 
and Commit to Absolute Reduction 
for 2030”, the need to update 
Türkiye’s NDC,in a way that leads to 
absolute reduction was emphasised. 
The following was also stated:

“As the COP27, which will be 
held in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt this 
year, approaches, we think that it is 
timely to express our demand that 
Türkiye’s NDC should be updated and 

submitted to the UNFCCC secretariat 
in line with an absolute emissions 
reduction target within the scope of 
its 2053 net-zero target. As we have 
revealed in our study which forms 
the scientific basis of this demand, 
we present to the public the finding 
that Türkiye can achieve a reduction 
of at least 32% in carbon dioxide 
emissions by 2030 compared to the 
2020 level, with the introduction of 
existing technological opportunities 
and without jeopardising the security 
of energy supply. While reminding 
the benefits that can be achieved 
with an ambitious climate target, we 
openly declare once again that we 
are ready to fulfil our duties and work 

in cooperation with stakeholders, 
being aware that Türkiye’s transition 
to a low-carbon economy is only 
possible with inclusive solutions.

In order for Türkiye to benefit 
from all these gains and to be one 
of the reputable actors of the new 
climate regime by preserving its 
claim on the 2053 net-zero target 
on international platforms, it is 
necessary to prepare the updated 
Nationally Determined Contribution, 
which will be announced before 
COP27, in line with 2053 
net-zero target, once and for all. We 
emphasise and reiterate that we are 
ready to cooperate with all relevant 
stakeholders”.

THE SECOND REPORT OF THE PROJECT ENTITLED 
“OVERCOMING GLOBAL PROBLEMS THROUGH LOCAL 
COOPERATION: THE CASE OF IBB” WAS PUBLISHED

The second report of 
the project entitled 

“Overcoming Global 
Problems Through Local 
Cooperation: The Case 
of Istanbul Metropolitan 
Municipality”, carried out 
by IKV in cooperation 
with The Economic Policy 
Research Foundation of 
Türkiye (TEPAV) and the Istanbul 
Policy Center (IPC) has been 

published. Within the 
scope of the project, 
financed by the Centre 
for Applied Turkey Studies 
(CATS) and Stiftung 
Mercator Initiative, the role 
of local administrations 
in climate change, local 
policies for vulnerable 
groups and solutions 

that can be produced by them are 
discussed. 

The second report of the project 
is entitled “Climate Change Adaptation 
and Its Impact on Vulnerable Groups: 
Berlin Municipality Case Study”. In the 
report, which was authored by IKV 
Junior Researchers Mehmet Can Sezgin 
and Nagehan Nur Uysal on behalf of 
IKV, the works, projects and policies of 
Berlin Municipality are elaborated and 
inspiring and exemplary practices that 
Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality (İBB) 
can embrace are examined.
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The 77th session of the United 
Nations General Assembly 

(UNGA) was held in New York City 
with the participation of the Heads 
of State and Government after the 
two-year delay due to the COVID-�9 
pandemic. Since the 76th General 
Assembly President Abdulla Shahid 
handed over his authority to Csaba 
Kőrösi from Hungary, Kőrösi will be 
chairing the 77th General Assembly 
during the year.

President Erdoğan was amongst 
the leaders who participated in the 
UNGA. In his speech to the assembly, 
he highlighted the problems that 
have arisen around the globe in 
recent years. President Erdoğan 
also emphasised critical issues 
such as the COVID-�9 pandemic, 
regional conflicts and war, global 
economic recession, energy security, 

food security, and climate change. 
Referring to the Russia-Ukraine war 
in his speech, Erdoğan pointed out 
that “the war must be ended in 
favour of Ukraine’s territorial integrity 
and independence, and a reasonable 
and fair diplomatic solution must 
be established that would allow an 
honourable exit for both sides.” 

Explaining Türkiye’s attitude 
towards the war in this context, 
Erdoğan stated that Türkiye plays 
a mediating and facilitating role 
between the two sides. Erdoğan 
also reminded the Grain Deal 
signed in İstanbul and emphasised 
that as Türkiye, they would ensure 
the continuation of negotiations. 
In addition, Erdoğan reacted to 
Greece in his speech due to its 
“provocative attitude” in the Aegean 
Sea, gave information about the 

counter-terrorism operations 
carried out by Türkiye in its close 
geography, and added that 
Türkiye expected solidarity from all 
countries.

The summit in New York also 
contributed to an increase in bilateral 
summits and diplomatic traffic for 
Türkiye. In this context, President 
Erdoğan held bilateral meetings 
with many leaders at the Turkish 
House (Türkevi) building in New York, 
which was opened last year. In this 
respect, it has been seen that the 
Turkish House building has become 
Türkiye’s diplomatic centre in the US. 
Remarkable outcomes emerged from 
the meetings with leaders especially 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, King 
of Jordan Abdullah II, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yair Lapid and Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida.

PRESIDENT ERDOĞAN PARTICIPATED IN THE 77TH UN GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 
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President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan paid official 
visits to three Balkan countries, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Serbia, and Croatia on 6-8 September 
2022. President Erdoğan’s Balkan tour proved to be 
productive due to the numerous agreements signed 
between Türkiye and the three Balkan countries.

Bosnia and Herzegovina was the first stop 
of President Erdoğan’s Balkan tour. Following the 
tête-à-tête meeting between President Erdoğan 
and the Chairman of the Presidential Council of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina Šefik Džaferović, a meeting 
between the delegations took place. During his 
address at the Türkiye-Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Business Forum, President Erdoğan stressed that 
Türkiye has always attached special importance 
to its relations with Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
supported the sovereignty, territorial integrity, and 
political stability of this country. Drawing attention 
to the fact that this year is the 30th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations between Türkiye and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, President Erdoğan noted that 
economic and trade relations are an important pillar 
of bilateral relations and added that Türkiye expects 
to exceed the target of � billion dollars trade volume 
by the end of 2022. 

At the second stop of his Balkan tour, President 
Erdoğan met with Serbian President Aleksandar 
Vučić. Following the têtê-à-têtê and inter-delegation 

meetings, the two leaders attended the ceremony 
where seven agreements were signed between 
the two countries. In the joint press conference 
held after the ceremony, President Erdoğan stated 
that the signed the protocol on travel with identity 
cards will advance the relations between the two 
countries to a new level. Pointing to approximately 
300,000 Serbian tourists’ visit to Türkiye this year, 
President Erdoğan highlighted that once traveling 
with identity cards starts, numbers will increase, and 
mutual travel of businessmen will become easier. 

President Erdoğan’s Balkan tour concluded 
in Croatia. Three agreements between the two 
countries were signed after the tête-à-tête and 
inter-delegation meetings. Giving a speech at a 
joint press conference with Croatian President Zoran 
Milanović, President Erdoğan noted that Türkiye 
has a strong sense of belonging to the Balkans and 
is focused on contributing to the region together 
with Croatia. Referring to the Turkish companies that 
have been carrying out significant projects in Croatia, 
President Erdoğan stated that these companies have 
undertaken the Krizevci-Koprivnica-Botovo railway 
project, the renovation of the building of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Croatia, and the first geothermal 
power plant in Croatia. President Erdoğan also 
received Croatian Prime Minister Andrej Plenković on 
8 September 2022.

PRESIDENT ERDOĞAN WENT 
ON A BALKAN TRIP

On 5 September 2022, Foreign Minister 
and Chief Negotiator Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu 

met with his French counterpart Catherine 
Colonna in Ankara. Following the bilateral 
meeting in which Türkiye-France relations, 
the Russia-Ukraine war and regional 
developments were discussed, a joint press 
conference was held with the participation of 
both ministers.

Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu emphasised 
that as the foreign ministers of Türkiye and 
France, two countries that have long-standing 
political, economic, and cultural ties, they 
agreed that they would act within the scope 
of cooperation against current regional and 
global challenges. Minister Çavuşoğlu added 
that although both states do not agree on 
every single issue in international affairs “it is 
important to minimise the disagreements via 
dialogue”.

Regarding the joint cooperation 
mechanisms between Türkiye and France, 
Minister Çavuşoğlu touched upon the 
benefits of the ongoing efforts of the Joint 
Economy and Trade Commission (JETCO) and 
the SAMP/T air defence system project.

While underscoring the importance of 
integrating the Turkish community in France 
into French society, Minister Çavuşoğlu 
stated that the French government should 

develop appropriate policies to encourage 
and facilitate the integration process of the 
Turkish community. Besides, Çavuşoğlu 
addressed the difficulties Turkish citizens face 
in Schengen visa applications and stated that 
“the visa problem should be solved as soon 
as possible”.

Minister Çavuşoğlu also expressed 
Türkiye’s appreciation for France’s efforts to 
achieve a ceasefire in the Russia-Ukraine 
war. At the same time, he reminded that 
the prolongation of the war had severe 
consequences, such as energy and food crises.

French Foreign Minister Colonna, on the 
other hand, congratulated Ankara’s success 
in paving the way for the transportation 
of Ukrainian grain from the Black Sea to 
the global market via the İstanbul Grain 
Agreement signed on 22 July 2022. 
Furthermore, Minister Colonna underlined 
that a similar agreement would be achieved in 
the energy field under the umbrella of the UN.

Finally, Colonna added that Türkiye and 
France could cooperate and set common 
goals in Africa. Referring to French President 
Emmanuel Macron’s previous statements on 
Türkiye, Minister Çavuşoğlu responded that 
“Türkiye does not see any other country in 
Africa or elsewhere in the world as rivals and is 
always willing to cooperate with all countries.”

FOREIGN MINISTER ÇAVUŞOĞLU MET 
WITH FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER 
COLONNA
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CONSULTATIONS WERE HELD WITHIN 
THE CONTEXT OF THE TÜRKİYE-US 
STRATEGIC MECHANISM DIALOGUE

On �5 September 2022, Türkiye 
and the US held the third 

meeting of the Türkiye-US Strategic 
Mechanism Dialogue in Washington, 
chaired by Turkish Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sedat Önal and US Deputy 
Secretary of State Wendy Sherman. 
US Under Secretary of State for 
Political Affairs Victoria Nuland also 
participated in the dialogue.

The Turkish Foreign Ministry 
stated that with the Strategic 
Mechanism, both parties reaffirmed 
their strong cooperation as partners 
and NATO Allies and engaged in 
substantive dialogue on strategic 
global and regional issues and areas 
of bilateral cooperation. 

According to the statement, 
both parties tackled the latest 
political developments in the region 
and discussed the significance of 
strengthening transatlantic relations 
while also underscoring the need 
to fight terrorism in all its forms and 
manifestations. Türkiye and the US 

trade volume stands over 27 billion 
dollars and Turkish exports to the 
US have topped �4 billion dollars, 
according to numbers provided by 
the Turkish Foreign Ministry for 202�.

The delegations also reaffirmed 
their unconditional support for 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity and discussed how to further 
NATO coordination. The US welcomed 

Türkiye’s efforts to broker the İstanbul 
Black Sea Grains Agreement for the 
safe passage of Ukrainian agricultural 
goods in the Black Sea. The two 
delegations explored possible 
avenues of cooperation in different 
parts of the world, including the 
Middle East and Africa, and stressed 
the importance of promoting peace 
in the South Caucasus.

Türkiye was represented by 
Foreign Minister and Chief 

Negotiator Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu at the 
state funeral of Queen Elizabeth, 
which took place in London on 
�9 September 2022. The funeral 
marked the final day of a period 
of national mourning since the 
Queen’s death on 8 September 
and the day of the funeral was 
announced a public holiday in the 
whole of the UK. 

A high-level protocol of 
2,000 people which included 500 
Heads of State from all over the 
world attended the state funeral 
of Queen Elizabeth II who died 
at the age of 96, after 70 years 
on the throne. US President Joe 
Biden, French President Emmanuel 
Macron, the Heads of State of the 

Commonwealth nations as well 
as members of the royal families 
of other European nations were 
amongst those who paid their 
respects to the Queen, the longest 
serving monarch in the UK and also 
in Europe. The ceremony took place 
at Westminster Abbey, the historic 
church where Queen Elizabeth was 
crowned at the age of 25 in �952 
after her father’s passing. Following 
the ceremony at the Abbey, the 
Queen’s coffin was first taken in 
a procession to Wellington Arch 
where it was transferred to the State 
Hearse and then taken to Windsor 
Castle. 

Queen Elizabeth II has been laid 
to rest at Windsor Castle after a more 
private ceremony at the St. George’s 
Chapel within the walls of the Castle.

FOREIGN MINISTER 
ÇAVUŞOĞLU ATTENDED 
THE FUNERAL OF QUEEN 
ELIZABETH II 

Foreign Minister and Chief 
Negotiator Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu 

paid a visit to Serbia on 2 
September 2022 to attend the 
Open Balkan Initiative Summit. 
Launched by Albania, North 
Macedonia, and Serbia and dubbed 
the “mini-Schengen,” the summit 
aims to create an economic and 
political zone, to promote trade, 
and to facilitate student exchanges 
amongst the three countries.

During the summit, Foreign 
Minister Çavuşoğlu came together 
with key officials from Western 
Balkan countries such as Serbia, 
Albania, North Macedonia, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Montenegro as 
well as Hungarian Foreign Minister 

Peter Szijjarto. Addressing the 
opening session of the Summit, 
Minister Çavuşoğlu deemed the war 
in Europe a “wake-up call.” Minister 
Çavuşoğlu emphasised that as the 
winter is approaching, energy and 
food security have become common 
problems for Europe. Stating that 
there is no solution other than 
solidarity, Çavuşoğlu highlighted 
that Türkiye will continue to do its 
best for the implementation of the 
“İstanbul Grain Agreement.” 

Criticising the EU’s role in the 
stalled accession process of Northern 
Macedonia and Albania, Minister 
Çavuşoğlu stated that narrow 
political interests have hijacked the 
EU’s enlargement agenda, which had 

been one of the EU’s most successful 
policies in the past. He added that 
the Open Balkan Initiative is a bridge 
between the Balkans and the EU.

Referring to the recent 
developments between Serbia 
and Kosovo, Minister Çavuşoğlu 
noted that the recent agreement 
reached between two countries 
on the acceptance of ID cards as 
travel documents demonstrates the 
significance of acting on common 
interests rather than differences. 
Minister Çavuşoğlu also stated 
that Türkiye, which maintains 
open communication with both 
sides, will continue to encourage 
reaching an agreement on the 
remaining issues.

MINISTER ÇAVUŞOĞLU PARTICIPATED IN 
THE OPEN BALKAN INITIATIVE SUMMIT 

TÜRKİYE ELECTED TO THE 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF 
THE IAEA
Türkiye was elected to the 

Board of Governors of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) for the 2022-2024 
term. Türkiye has assumed this 
duty with Denmark following the 
elections held at the 66th General 

Conference of the IAEA on 29 
September 2022 in Vienna. Türkiye 
affirmed its will to contribute to 
the objectives and work of the 
IAEA, which have proved crucial, 
especially under the current 
conjecture.  

HIGH-LEVEL EXCHANGES
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Türkiye’s new Medium-Term 
Programme (MTP) for 2023-2025, 

jointly prepared by the Ministry 
of Treasury and Finance and the 
Presidency of Strategy and Budget, 
was published in the Official Gazette 
on 4 September 2022.

The new MTP expects Türkiye’s 
GDP to grow by 5% in 2023, and by 
5.5% in 2024 and 2025. Moreover, 
GDP per capita is predicted to surpass 
the �0,000 dollars-threshold and 
reach �0,07� dollars by 2023, �0,93� 
dollars in 2024, and �2,09� dollars 
in 2025. The unemployment rate 
is expected to gradually decline to 
�0.4% in 2023, 9.9% in 2024, and 9.6% 
in 2025. While annual inflation in 
Türkiye is expected to be 65% by the 
end of this year, in the new MTP it is 
expected to fall, receding to 24.9% in 
2023, to �3.8% in 2024, and finally to a 

single-digit inflation of 9.9% by 2025.
Commenting on the new 

MTP, the Minister of Treasury and 
Finance Nureddin Nebati quoted 
that the programme was precisely 
designed in the light of Türkiye’s ��th 
Development Plan as well as the 

economic developments in Türkiye 
and the world. “While preparing 
the programme, we focused on 
the Türkiye Economy Model, which 
prioritises GDP growth, employment 
generation, high value-added 
production, and export-oriented 

sustainable growth”. Minister Nebati 
added that they expect an average 
GDP growth of 5.3% and additional 
employment of 2.7 million people 
over the next three years. 

The data showed that Türkiye’s 
annual GDP grew to 828 billion dollars 

in the second quarter, from 793 billion 
dollars through the previous 
three-month period. The growth rate 
makes Türkiye the second-fastest 
growing economy in the G20 after 
Saudi Arabia, whose GDP expanded 
��.8% in the second quarter.

Türkiye plans to continue to set 
new export records in the coming 
years with an export target of 305 
billion dollars by the end of 2025. 
Meanwhile, tourism revenues were 
revised to new records, with dollars 
45 billion dollars in 2023, 55 billion 
dollars in 2024, and 62 billion dollars 
in 2025.

The new MTP also projects the 
current account balance over GDP 
ratio and the central government 
budget deficit to GDP ratio to recede 
to 0.9% and �.5% respectively by the 
end of 2025. 

TÜRKİYE RELEASED THE 2023-2025 MEDIUM-TERM 
PROGRAMME

Ahead of the COP27 that is 
due to take place on 6-�8 

November 2022, �2 Turkish 
climate NGOs called for Türkiye to 
reduce emissions by at least 35% 
compared to 2020 levels by 2030. 

The joint statement released 
by the NGOs demonstrates that 
Türkiye needs to reduce its overall 
emissions from 523.9 MtCO2e 
levels to 340 MtCO2e levels in 
order to achieve the 2053 net 
zero target. Ending the electricity 
production from coal by 2030, 
increasing the share of renewable 
energy sources in electricity 
production to 75%, increasing 
the ratio of electric vehicles, 

investments in railways and energy 
efficiency are amongst the actions 
that are recommended to be 
taken to deliver this target.

The said NGOs are Ekosfer 
Association, Greenpeace 
Mediterranean, Health and 
Environment Alliance (HEAL), 
Climate Change Policy and 
Research Association (IDPAD), 350 
Association for Climate, Sustainable 
Economics and Finance Research 
Association (SEFiA), TEMA 
Foundation, World Wide Fund 
for Nature (WWF-Turkey), Green 
Thought Association, YUVA, Europe 
Beyond Coal, Climate Action 
Network (CAN) Europe. 

TURKISH CLIMATE 
NGOS CALL FOR 35% 
EMISSIONS CUT BY 2030

EBRD LOANED 100 MILLION 
DOLLARS TO SUPPORT AND BOOST 
RENEWABLE ENERGY AND GREEN 
TRANSITION IN TÜRKİYE
European Bank for Reconstruction 

and Development (EBRD) 
provided a loan of �00 million dollars 
to Adnan Polat Energy Investment 
A.Ş. (APEY), jointly owned by 
Maxis and Polat Holding. The EBRD 
announced that it has provided 
loans within the framework of the 
joint package supported by İşbank, 
Industrial Development Bank of 
Turkey (TSKB) and Garanti BBVA. This 
newly granted EBRD loan will help 
APEY develop an additional 203 MW 
of renewable energy capacity over 
course of the next three years. 

In a broader context, the main 
objective of the loan is to support 
the renewable energy sector in 
Türkiye. The loan aims to improve 
the inclusiveness and resilience 
of the Turkish economy and to 
prepare Türkiye on the road to a 
green future. The investment will 
not only contribute to Türkiye’s 
progress in green transformation 
but will also facilitate the fulfillment 
of its commitments under the Paris 
Agreement.

The contribution of this 
investment to Türkiye’s progress 
and revival in the renewable energy 
sector is quite significant. In this 
regard, approximately �54,000 
tonnes of CO2 emissions will be 
prevented every year in electricity 
generation in Türkiye through an 
additional capacity of 53 MW in 

wind energy and �50 MW in solar 
energy. 

Since 2009, as one of Türkiye’s 
leading investors, the EBRD has 
invested in 378 projects, mostly 
in the private sector. The amount 
of investment within the scope of 
these projects was more than �6.5 
billion euros.
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The government’s new economic program prioritises production, growth, and exports with a 
low-interest rates policy, aiming to achieve a current account surplus that is said to eventually 
steady the Turkish lira and reduce inflation.
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TÜRKİYE HOSTED INTERNATIONAL SPACE CONVENTION IN 
BURSA
Türkiye hosted one of the world’s 

leading space events, the 
International Space Convention, on 
9-�� September 2022. More than 
�00 speakers from �8 countries, 
including experts and officials from 
companies and space agencies, 
participated in the event that 
brought together the leaders of the 
sector and the high-flyer Turkish 
companies. The Convention, hosted 
by Gökmen Space and Aviation 
Training Center (GUHEM), served 
as an important platform for many 
Turkish companies to establish new 
collaborations with international 
companies.

During the three-day 
convention, a number of topics, 
including space autonomy, 
commercialisation of space 
and space within the context 
of international security, were 
discussed. European Space 
Agency (ESA), Spire Global, GMV 
Aerospace and Defence, Redwire 

Space Europe, Planent, AAC 
Clyde Space, Maxar Technologies, 
Nanoracks Europe, Beyond Gravity 

and Arianespace were amongst 
the international participants 
of the Convention. Türkiye was 

represented by Roketsan, Türksat 
and PlanS.

Welcoming Türkiye’s efforts 

to advance its progress in space 
science, ESA’s Chief Climate and 
Sustainability Officer Andrea 
Vena reiterated his support for 
the cooperation formed with the 
Turkish Space Agency (TUA), while 
also stating that he looks forward to 
any possible collaborations in the 
future.

The latest developments 
regarding space exploration were 
not restricted to the International 
Space Convention in Türkiye. On 
2� September 2022, the Turkish 
government announced that the 
Scientific and Technical Research 
Council of Türkiye (TÜBİTAK) has 
signed a deal with Axiom Space, an 
infrastructure development company 
from the US, for the training and 
flight of a Turkish citizen to be sent 
to space. Axiom Space will also assist 
Türkiye’s efforts to broaden space 
exploration capacity and create a 
national space programme within 
the scope of the deal.

TURKISH AIRLINES BECAME WORLD’S 
BIGGEST NETWORK  AIRLINE
Turkish Airlines became the “world’s 

largest network airline” in terms of 
seat capacity on international routes. 
According to a statement, the airline 
increased its seat capacity by �4% in 
August compared to 20�9, and the 
number of passengers on Turkish 
Airlines flights in July and August also 
exceeded pre-pandemic levels at 7.8 
million. A prominent international air 
transport rating organisation, Skytrax, 

also named Turkish Airlines the best 
in Europe. 

Moreover, Turkish Airlines became 
the official sponsor of the UEFA 
Champions League, one of the most 
followed sports competitions in the 
world. This prestigious partnership, 
considered to be one of the most 
significant sponsorship deals in the 
history of Turkish sports, is of particular 
importance as this season’s UEFA 

Champions League final will take 
place at the Atatürk Olympic Stadium 
on �0 June 2023.

Turkish Airlines was the first 
airline in the world to partner with 
UEFA as its official airline sponsor 
for the UEFA EURO 20�6. The airline 
sponsored prominent teams such as 
FC Barcelona, Manchester United FC, 
Borussia Dortmund, Olympique de 
Marseille, and River Plate. 

TECHNOPARKS CONTRIBUTE 
SUBSTANTIALLY TO TÜRKİYE’S 
ECONOMY AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
ADVANCEMENT

Türkiye has been acquiring 
significant gains since 200� 

thanks to the technology centres 
called “technoparks”, which 
have been established to bring 
academics, researchers, and 
entrepreneurs together in the 
field of high-tech and marketing 
the research by turning it into 
commercial products.

While the technoparks’ total 
exports amounted to 7.6 billion 
dollars from 200� to August 2022, 
the number of technoparks in 
the whole country reached 94. 
According to Anadolu Agency, 
İstanbul hosts the biggest number 

of technoparks with �3 technoparks, 
followed by Ankara (��), Kocaeli (5), 
and İzmir (4).

On the other hand, technoparks, 
with their registered �5�� patents, 
439 utility models and 32� industrial 
designs so far, occupy a significant 
place in the contribution of the 
Information and Communications 
Technology (ICT) sector to the 
Turkish economy. In 202�, the ICT 
market in Türkiye was worth 29.9 
billion dollars according to the data 
collected by the Informatics Industry 
Association (TÜBİSAD). This amount 
also corresponds to a 36% growth 
from 2020 to 202�.
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SWEDEN AND ITALY ELECTIONS: FAR-RIGHT ON THE RISE 
IN EUROPEAN POLITICS

The  conservative far-right 
parties emerged victorious 
from the parliamentary 

elections and thus came to power 
through alliances in Sweden and 
Italy. The striking common feature of 
the elections in both countries was 
that the far-right and populist parties 
were able to significantly increase 
their votes due to the rhetoric based 
on anti-immigration and xenophobic 
sentiments. Besides, these parties 
tended to reject sanctions against 
Russia due to the energy and food 
crisis following the outbreak of the 
Russia-Ukraine war. Sweden, which 
has been considered a European 
bastion of tolerance, experienced 
the historic victory of the Sweden 
Democrats (SD), a neo-Nazi, nationalist 
and anti-immigration party. Similarly, 
a far-right party with neo-fascist roots 
has also come to power in Italy, the 
third largest economy in the EU and 
one of the most important bastions 
of EU integration. The outcome of the 
two elections was the most visible 
proof that the extreme right, which 
had been on the rise in European 
politics over the last decade, has 
become part of the political centre. 

Far-Right Made Gains in the 
Swedish Elections

Eight parties contested for 
seats in the Swedish parliamentary 
(Riksdag) and local elections on �� 
September 2022. The parties were 
divided into two camps in the 
elections: the conservative far-right 
and the left. However, it was the 
conservative far-right camp that 
emerged victorious in the elections. 
The SD got the biggest share of 
the votes (20.52%), followed by the 
Christian Democrats (5.34%), the 
Moderate Party (�9.�0%) and the 
Liberals (4.62%). Receiving the 49.59% 
of the total votes cast, the far-right 
conservative camp took �76 seats in 
the Riksdag. On the other hand, the 
left-wing camp comprised of the 

Social Democratic Party (30.35%), 
the Green Party (5.�0%) and the Left 
Party (6.74%), won a total of �73 seats. 
After the official election results were 
announced, Ulf Kristersson, the leader 
of the conservative far-right camp, 
launched informal negotiations to 
form his cabinet, which were expected 
to be contentious.

The Success of the Sweden 
Democrats 

The Moderate Party leader 
Kristersson, which had emerged 
from the 20�8 elections as the main 
opposition, had also opted for an 
alliance with the SD, the Christian 
Democrats, and the Liberals. What 
is interesting about this alliance is 
that Kristersson initiated a major 
change in Swedish politics in 20�9 by 
including the SD, who had previously 
been excluded from other parties, 
in the alliance. It was an element of 
surprise that the SD became the main 
opposition with a significant amount 
of increase in their vote share.  The 
SD, which emerged from a neo-Nazi 
movement in the late �980s and was 
founded in 2005, entered the Swedish 
Parliament with 5.7% of the vote in the 
20�0 elections.

Sweden is now the European 
country with the relatively highest 
rate of gang-related deaths, which is 
considered to be the main reason for 
the SD’s rising vote share since 20�0. 
The SD adopted populist rhetoric on 
the record number of asylum seekers 
in Sweden, the unusually changing 
demographic structure, xenophobia, 
rising violence and gang crime, 

immigration, and the integration of 
migrants in its election campaigns. 
The election campaigns of the political 
parties in Sweden, therefore, focused 
on the question of whether rising 
populism toward migrants and asylum 
seekers, as well as multiculturalism in 
general, is harming Sweden. 

The SD leader Jimmie Åkesson 
was praised by Swedes for making 
a serious effort to distance his party 
from the “ethnic-nationalist” and 
“fascist” policies of the past and its 
anti-EU stance, but he was heavily 
criticised for not openly condemning 
Putin due to the Russia-Ukraine war. 
Nevertheless, it is an undeniable 
success for Åkesson and the SD that 
they managed to pull a party with a 
far-right and populist image to the 
centre and secured crucial seats for the 
next legislative period.

Far-Right Wins at the Italian 
Elections As Well

Italians elected members of 
the Senate and the Chamber of 
Deputies on 25 September 2022. 
The centre-right alliance and the 
far-right party Brothers of Italy 
(Fratelli d’Italia - FdI) were the 
winners of the election that recorded 
the lowest turnout (63.9%) in Italian 
electoral history. FdI won the majority 
of the votes (26.�%), which was 
followed by Lega (8.8%), Forza Italia 
(8.�%), and the Moderates (0.90%). 
Hence, the centre-right alliance 
won an average of 44% of the vote 
and the right to form a government 
with ��2 seats in the Senate and 238 
seats in the Chamber of Deputies. 

Giorgia Meloni - the leader of the 
FdI with populist, anti-immigration 
and Islamophobic rhetoric - became 
Italy’s first female prime minister.

Contrary to expectations, the 
Democratic Party (�9.�%) - the 
umbrella party of the centre-left- and 
the Five Star Movement (�5.3%) fell 
far behind Italy’s far-right. 

(Far)Rightist Leader of Italy
After assuming her position at 

the FdI in 20�4, Meloni toned down 
the party’s neo-fascist rhetoric and 
began to adopt a more acceptable 
version of populism with discourses 
of social conservatism and economic 
prosperity. Nevertheless, her party’s 
and her own rhetoric continued to 
be characterised by anti-immigration, 
nationalist, protectionist economic 
policies and a Eurosceptic framework. 
Her populist rhetoric on migration 
flows to Italy has attracted much 
public attention and resonance. 
Moreover, her criticism of the 
government’s unresolved policies 
on rising inflation and the cost of 
living in Italy due to the COVID-�9 
pandemic and the Russia-Ukraine war 
also endeared her to Italian voters.

The Impact of the Elections on 
European Politics and Türkiye-EU 
Relations

Hungary, France, Germany, 
the UK, Austria, Belgium, Estonia, 
Finland, Sweden and Italy have more 
in common than just their location 
on the European continent: each of 
these European countries is currently 
either governed by far-right parties or 

experiencing the rise of far-right parties.
The increasing far-right and 

populist discourses in the EU Member 
States indicate that the political 
landscape in European politics will be 
restructured: Following the election 
results, the divide between 
“green-alternative-left” and 
“conservative-authoritarian-nationalist” 
is likely to deepen and the classic 
left-right blocs in European politics are 
likely to change their axis. This suggests 
that the popularity of the climate and 
digital agenda, which the European 
Commission has been trying to keep 
at the top of the agenda since 20�9, 
will lose momentum. It also points to 
an increase in identity-based political 
divisions, more attempts by the 
Member States to overhaul migration 
policies at both national and EU 
levels, and more interest-driven and 
individualistic politics in the energy 
crisis as a result of the Russia-Ukraine 
war. 

Looking at the relationship 
of the parties coming to power in 
Sweden and Italy with Türkiye, it can 
be expected that Türkiye’s demands 
for the extradition of the members 
of the terrorist organisation PKK 
will be more easily met in Sweden 
and that Sweden will make political 
concessions more easily because 
of the willingness of the new 
government in Sweden to join NATO.  
On the other hand, Italy’s far-right 
government is likely to move away 
from Italy’s traditional support for 
Türkiye’s EU membership. The biggest 
issue between Rome and Ankara is 
likely to be their foreign policy, with a 
particular focus on Libya. 

With the rise of the far-right 
across Europe, the pulse of 
Türkiye-EU relations is probably 
changing. In particular, EU criticism of 
Türkiye’s backsliding on democracy 
and human rights is expected to 
subside. Especially when it comes 
to the revision of migration policy, 
where far-right parties have the most 
say in European politics, the EU is 
expected to start more negotiations 
with Türkiye, one of the countries 
that host the most refugees and 
migrants.

The results of the national elections in Sweden and Italy show that the political centre of gravity shifted 
towards the conservative far-right in Europe.
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