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A STEP TOWARDS EU’S POST-PANDEMIC RECOVERY:
THE RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE FACILITY APPROVED
The EU took an important step in supporting its recovery from the coronavirus pandemic by adopting
the Recovery and Resilience Facility as part of the Union’s massive Next Generation EU recovery package.

T

he outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic in early
2020 has changed the current
and future economic outlook
throughout the world and in the EU.
Industry and economy in Member
States have been directly affected by
the pandemic. As a result, production
has declined, investments have
been cut significantly which
required urgent action. One of the
essential requirements has been
the need to address the major
economic and social challenges
related to the pandemic crisis
to prevent loss in productive
capacity and employment thereby
protecting economic and social
resilience. Accordingly, to fight the
socioeconomic challenges arising
from the pandemic and to ensure the
EU’s recovery from this crisis, the EU
designed a comprehensive recovery
package.
After long negotiations, on 21
July 2020, EU leaders agreed on a
comprehensive package of 1,824.3
billion euros in total, combining the
1,074.3-billion-euro Multiannual
Financial Framework (MFF), and an
extraordinary 750-billion-euro
recovery instrument, Next
Generation EU (NGEU). MFF, with
the firepower of the NGEU, is the
main instrument for implementing
the recovery package to tackle the
socioeconomic consequences of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The recovery
package also aims to help transform
the EU through its major policies,
particularly the European Green Deal,
the digital revolution and resilience.
Under the package, 30% of the total
expenditure from the MFF and NGEU
is planned to target climate-related
projects.
The regulation on the Recovery
and Resilience Facility (RRF), adopted
by the European Council on 11
February 2021, marks an important
step in supporting reforms and
investments in the EU as part of

NGEU. The RRF with an amount of
672.5 billion euros in loans and grants
will be available to the 27 Member
States to help them address the
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic by
fostering green and digital transitions
and building resilient and inclusive
societies. Member States will receive
support from the facility based on
their national recovery and resilience
plans.
The RRF is at the centre of NGEU,
a temporary recovery instrument
that enables the EU to raise funds
to help repair the sudden economic
and social damage caused by the
coronavirus pandemic. Investing
in green and digital technologies,
capacities and processes aimed at
assisting clean energy transition,
boosting energy efficiency in various
key sectors of the economy will help
create jobs and sustainable growth
and enhance the competitiveness
of the EU as well as increase
its resilience and autonomy by
diversifying key supply chains.
RRF offers large-scale financial
support for public investments
and reforms that make Member
States economies more resilient.
Moreover, it will be an instrument
for Member States to address the
economic and social challenges they

are facing in various areas such as
social, employment, skills, education,
research and innovation, health
issues, as well as issues related to
the business environment, including
public administration and the
financial sector. The RRF is envisaged
to ensure that the investment and
reforms focus on the challenges
and investment needs related to the
green and digital transitions, thereby
ensuring a sustainable recovery. It
will provide up to 672.5 billion euros
to support investments and reforms
designed to help countries recover
from COVID-19 and enable the green
and digital transitions. The total
amount will be disbursed as 312.5
billion euros in grants and 360 billion
euros in loans.
Structure and Objectives of the
Recovery and Resilience Facility
The scope of the RRF is
centred around six pillars: green
transition, digital transformation,
economic cohesion, productivity
and competitiveness, social and
territorial cohesion, health, economic,
social and institutional resilience,
and policies for the next generation.
Member States will set out in their
national recovery and resilience plans
a package of reforms and investment

projects, covering the six policy areas
mentioned.
The plans prepared by the
Member States should effectively
address challenges identified in the
European Semester, particularly the
country-specific recommendations
adopted by the Council. As it is
known, the European Semester
is a cycle of economic and fiscal
policy coordination within the EU as
part of the economic governance
framework focusing on the 6 months
from the beginning of each year.
During the European Semester, the
Member States align their budgetary
and economic policies with the
objectives and rules agreed at the
EU level.
The national recovery and
resilience plans should also include
measures to address the challenges
and the benefits of green and
digital transitions. Each plan is
expected to contribute to the
four dimensions (environmental
sustainability, productivity, fairness,
macroeconomic stability) outlined
in the Annual Sustainable Growth
Strategy in conjunction with the
European Semester cycle.
The RRF will be crucial for
the Member States in the process
of addressing effectively the

challenges identified in the relevant
country-specific recommendations
under the European Semester
framework of economic and
social policy coordination. During
the process, the next step is the
submission by the Member States of
their national recovery and resilience
plans until 30 April 2021 which will
be assessed by the Commission and
adopted by the Council to set their
reform and investment agendas until
2026.
The RRF will also contribute to
the EU’s goal of achieving climate
neutrality by 2050 and set it on
a path of digital transition while
creating jobs and spurring growth in
the process. In this light, expenditure
on investments and reforms
contained in each national recovery
and resilience plan should take into
account the standard percentage
decided by the EU on boosting green
and digital reforms. This means that
while at least 37% of the budget
should support climate objectives,
20% should be allocated to the
digital transition. According to that,
under the RRF a total amount of 250
billion euros will be channelled into
the green transition and 134 billion
euros into the digital transformation.
The RRF will allow countries to tackle
the fiscal problems caused by the
pandemic, while at the same time
increasing public investments in EU’s
priority areas.
With the adoption of the RRF, the
EU has created a common instrument,
funded by common debt to achieve
a common goal. This shows an
unprecedented sign of EU solidarity
in response to a crisis. The RRF is
an opportunity to create European
flagship areas for investments and
reforms with benefits for the economy
and citizens across the EU. It is planned
to address issues that need significant
investment to create jobs and growth
which are also essential for green and
digital transitions.
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IKV DISCUSSED THE FUTURE OF
EUROPE AND TURKEY IN A WEBINAR

O

n 19 January 2021, IKV organised
a webinar entitled “The Future
of Europe and Turkey” with the
participation of Turkey’s Deputy Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Director for EU
Affairs Ambassador Faruk Kaymakcı.
Delivering the first opening speech
of the webinar, which was moderated
by IKV Deputy Secretary General M.
Gökhan Kilit, IKV Chairman Ayhan
Zeytinoğlu pointed out to digitalisation,
the European Green Deal, social
justice, protection of EU values, and
strengthening of common foreign policy

as critical agenda items to be discussed
at the upcoming Conference on the
Future of Europe.
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Director for EU Affairs Ambassador
Faruk Kaymakcı started his opening
speech by emphasizing that Turkey will
continue to be part of Europe, as it is
today. Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
Ambassador Kaymakcı continued his
remarks by discussing the challenges
facing the EU, the debate concerning EU’s
future as well as Turkey’s contribution
to the European project and the current

developments in Turkey-EU relations.
In the panel session, distinguished
academics and experts shared their
views on the different dimensions on
EU reform. Prof. Mustafa Aydın from
Kadir Has University referred to the
intra-institutional debate in the EU on
who would lead the Conference on
the Future of Europe. Highlighting the
necessity for Turkey to participate in the
Conference on the Future of Europe,
TEPAV Center for EU Studies Director
Nilgün Arısan Eralp criticised the EU’s
new migration and asylum pact and
stressed the importance of abiding by
humanitarian values in dealing with
migration. Prof. Sanem Baykal from TOBB
University of Economics and Technology
stated that the most recent attempt at
reforming the EU might not necessarily
result in a treaty revision and stressed
the existence of diverse views on the
future direction of Europe. IKV Secretary
General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas
stressed the importance of the Digital
Agenda and the European Green Deal in
securing the EU’s place as a norm setter
in the new global order. IKV Secretary
General Nas indicated that the process
should be closely followed by Turkey
and highlighted ensuring civil society’s
participation in the process.

IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU
PARTICIPATED IN “OUR COMMON
FUTURE” DIGITAL CAMPAIGN

O

n 22 February
2021, IKV Chairman
Ayhan Zeytinoğlu took
part in “Our Common
Future” digital campaign
launched by Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Director for EU
Affairs Ambassador Faruk
Kaymakcı and Head of
the EU Delegation to
Turkey Ambassador
Nikolaus Meyer-Landrut.
In his video message
for the digital campaign
held between 22 and
26 February under
the leadership of the
Directorate for EU Affairs
with the support of

the EU Delegation to
Turkey and organisations
participating in
EU-funded projects in
order to increase the
visibility of the projects
carried out with
pre-accession funding,
IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu
indicated that IKV would
continue to enhance
project development
and implementation
capacity through
EU-funded projects to
support faster progress
in the accession
negotiations process
with the contribution of
all its stakeholders.

“THE HUMAN RIGHTS ACTION PLAN PROMISES
SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS FOR THE JUSTICE
SYSTEM AND RULE OF LAW”

I

KV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu
commented on the Human Rights Action
Plan which was presented to the public
by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan
on 2 March 2021. Stating that the plan
consisting of nine objectives, 50 targets
and 393 actions was comprehensive,
progressive and promising, and important
for advancing Turkey’s relations with the
EU, IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu made the
following remarks:
“Today, I had the opportunity to
attend the meeting where President
Erdoğan presented the Human Rights
Action Plan. I think that by swiftly
implementing the plan consisting of nine
objectives, 50 targets and 393 actions,



ISSUE 70

.

March 2021

substantial progress could be achieved
in the rule of law, judiciary and justice in
Turkey. This plan is also very important in
terms of advancing Turkey’s EU accession
process. Looking at the principles on which
the plan is based, issues such as human
rights, human dignity, equality before the
law without discrimination, freedom of
thought, rule of law principles and access
to justice contain universal legal norms. At
the same time, it is in full compliance with
the principles and values enshrined in the
EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. Looking
at the nine objectives on which the plan
is based, advancing on these would mean
Turkey making progress in the EU process. “
Indicating that the Human Rights
Action Plan also represents a response to
the recent criticisms by EU institutions and
officials that Turkey was moving away from
the EU, IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu continued
his remarks as follows:
“A swift implementation of the
Human Rights Action Plan will ensure the
revitalisation of Turkey’s EU process and
the acceleration of reforms on the axis of
common values. Protecting human rights
and raising awareness, strengthening

judicial independence and the right to a
fair trial, freedom of expression, association
and religion, protection of property
rights, personal liberty and security, and
strengthening the material and moral
integrity of the individual, which are
the objectives expressed by President
Erdoğan, are of critical importance for the
integrity, predictability and transparency
of the justice system. In addition to
being necessary and in compliance with
the criteria Turkey needs to meet as a
candidate country, this will also ensure
the fulfilment of the benchmarks in the
visa liberalisation process. In particular,
protecting freedom of expression and
removing expression of thoughts from
the scope of terrorism, evaluating
criticism under freedom of expression
and strengthening the Law on Protection
of Personal Data will ensure that two of
the six remaining benchmarks in the EU
visa liberalisation roadmap are fulfilled.
Beyond that, it will also lead to significant
developments in revitalising Turkey’s EU
process, creating a favourable climate for
foreign investment and improving relations
with the West in general.”

IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU
ASSESSED THE LATEST
DEVELOPMENTS ON
BLOOMBERG HT

I

KV Chairman Ayhan
Zeytinoğlu participated
in the programme called
“60 Dakika” presented
by Zeliha Saraç on
Bloomberg HT on
12 February 2021. In
the programme, IKV
Chairman Zeytinoğlu
commented on the
latest developments

in the economy. IKV
Chairman Zeytinoğlu
also talked about
Turkey-EU relations
and highlighted the
importance of pursuing
a positive agenda
with the EU and the
modernisation of the
Turkey-EU Customs
Union.
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FEBRUARY 2021

Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu
paid a two-day official visit to
the TRNC.
The EEAS issued a statement
on the developments around
Boğaziçi University.
UK Foreign Secretary Raab
visited Cyprus.

1
2
3

IKV Secretary General Nas
analysed Turkey-EU-UK relations
in an article for Fikirturu.
IKV, IPC and TEPAV published a
joint policy brief titled “Turkey-U.S.
Relations in the Changing
Transatlantic Context”.

4
5

IKV published a policy brief on
sustainable cities (in Turkish).

6

IKV HOSTED A WEBINAR ON
“CHANGING GLOBAL BALANCES
AND THE EUROPEAN UNION”
I

KV hosted a webinar entitled
“Changing Global Balances and the
European Union” on 26 February 2021.
Delivering the opening speech at the
webinar, which was moderated by IKV
Deputy Secretary General M. Gökhan
Kilit, IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu
highlighted the rise of China, Russia
and Brazil in the post-Cold War era
and stressed the need to restore
multilateralism in an inclusive way
during the Biden era.
In the panel session, Prof. Tarık
Oğuzlu from Antalya Bilim University
provided an in-depth analysis of

transatlantic relations in light of the US’
return to the international arena and
the growing strategic rivalry between
the US and China. Meanwhile, Prof.
Münevver Cebeci from Marmara
University discussed the EU’s
“actorness” in the international arena
and stated that despite possessing
the necessary capabilities, the EU’s
actorness was constantly constrained
by the lack of political will among its
Member States. Prof. Çağdaş Üngör
Sunar from Marmara University
assessed the changing global order
from the perspective of China and

pointed out to the dichotomy
between values and interests in EU’s
approach to China. Assoc. Prof. Emre
Erşen, also from Marmara University,
discussed the conflict dynamics in
EU-Russia relations stated that the
relations were likely to continue
on a negative trajectory. Finally, IKV
Secretary General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem
Nas evaluated the dynamics of
Turkey-EU relations within the wider
international context and highlighted
the importance of the European Green
Deal for the EU to become a proactive
actor in the international system.

IKV ORGANISED A WEBINAR ENTITLED
“THE EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL AND
TURKEY”

O

n 12 February 2021, IKV hosted
a webinar on “The European
Green Deal and Turkey”. IKV Chairman
Ayhan Zeytinoğlu delivered the
opening speech at the webinar
which was moderated by IKV Deputy
Secretary General M. Gökhan Kilit. In
his opening speech, IKV Chairman
Zeytinoğlu emphasized the need for
Turkey to comply with the standards
that come along with the European
Green Deal which is among the EU’s
top priorities.
In the panel session, Bilgi
University WTO Chair Holder and
Director of the Research Center on
International Trade and Arbitration
Law Dr. Pınar Artıran discussed the
trade-related aspects of the Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism
foreseen by the European Green Deal
and its compatibility with WTO rules.
Retired Ambassador Mithat Rende
talked about the external dimension
of the Green Deal and the debate
concerning Turkey’s ratification

President Erdoğan held a video
conference call with German
Chancellor Merkel.

7
8
9

Vice President Oktay paid an
official visit to the TRNC.

10

The Recovery and Resilience
Facility was adopted by the
Council.

11

The world offered condolences to
Turkey over terrorist PKK’s killing
of 13 Turkish nationals in Gara,
northern Iraq.

13

Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu spoke
with US Secretary of State Blinken
over the phone.
NATO defence ministers met
virtually to discuss security
issues.
The European Commission
unveiled its communication on
EU trade policy review.
G7 leaders convened virtually
to seek a unified approach to
pandemics.
The virtual Munich Security
Conference brought together
Biden and prominent European
leaders.

12

14
15
16
17
18
19
20

EU leaders met virtually to discuss
COVID-19, defence and relations
with southern neighbours.
Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu
visited Croatia.

IKV Secretary General Nas
participated in the “Europe 5.0”
programme and webinar titled
“Turkey and Europe: Issues and
Challenges”.
The final report of the EU-funded
“Hear the CSOs” project was
published.
IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu assessed
the latest developments in the
economy and Turkey-EU relations
on Bloomberg HT.
IKV discussed the European Green
Deal and its implications for Turkey
at a webinar.
The article authored by IKV
Secretary General Nas on
Turkey-EU relations in the new era
was published on Perspektif.

IKV hosted a webinar titled “The
Future of Europe and Turkey”
with the participation of Deputy
Foreign Minister and Director for
EU Affairs Ambassador Kaymakcı.

21
22

Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu
paid a two-day official visit to
Hungary.

IKV Secretary General Nas gave an
interview to PoliticCast.

23
24
25
26
27

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu
participated in the “Our Common
Future” digital campaign.
IKV Secretary General Nas
discussed Turkey-EU relations on
Habertürk TV.
IKV and Marmara University
held a webinar on “The Future of
Turkey-EU Relations: Issues and
Challenges”.
IKV organised a webinar entitled
“Changing Global Balances and
the European Union”.

28
of the Paris Climate Agreement.
ReDis Innovation Founder and
Dünya newspaper columnist Selin
Arslanhan analysed the European
Green Deal as a growth strategy
shaping EU’s technological and
industrial policies. IKV Secretary

General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas
drew attention to the need to ensure
“climate justice” and underscored the
importance of Turkey’s alignment
with Green Deal initiatives as a way
to repair Turkey-EU relations while
increasing its competitiveness.

29
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IKV SECRETARY GENERAL NAS SPOKE
AT WEBINARS AND TV PROGRAMMES

I

n February, IKV Secretary General
Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas discussed
the latest developments in the EU
process and relations in the
Turkey-EU-UK triangle in various
online events and TV programmes.
On 7 February 2021, IKV
Secretary General Assoc. Prof.
Çiğdem Nas gave an interview to
PoliticCast on post-Brexit relations
between Turkey, UK and EU.
On 10 February, IKV
Secretary General Assoc. Prof.
Nas commented on the visa
liberalisation process in the “Europe

5.0” programme on Medyascope TV
prepared by Global Relations Forum
President retired Ambassador Selim
Yenel and Paris Bosphorus Institute
President Dr. Bahadır Kaleağası.
Indicating that Turkey has fulfilled
66 of the 72 benchmarks in the visa
liberalisation roadmap, she stressed
that fulfilling the six remaining
benchmarks would be important
in advancing the process and
highlighted that this constituted an
integral part of the planned reform
process in the areas of democracy,
judiciary and fundamental rights.

On the same day, IKV Secretary
General Nas also participated in
the online seminar titled “Turkey
and Europe: Issues and Challenges”
which was jointly organised by
Kadir Has University and the French
Institute for Anatolian Studies
(IFEA). Speaking at the seminar,
IKV Secretary General Nas pointed
out to the recent opportunity to
restore Turkey-EU relations in 2021.
Emphasizing the importance of
EU’s two priority areas in the new
era namely; the Digital Agenda
and the Green Deal for Turkey, she
indicated that the cooperation
opportunities with the EU on these
would increase with the positive
agenda.
On 24 February, participating
in the programme “Afşin Yurdakul
ile HT 360 Gece” broadcast on
Habertürk TV, Nas commented on
the interaction between domestic
policies and foreign policy,
expectations from the March
European Council meeting and the
reform and constitution debate in
Turkey.

IKV AND MARMARA
UNIVERSITY HELD A
WEBINAR ON THE FUTURE OF
TURKEY-EU RELATIONS

I

KV Secretary General Assoc. Prof.
Çiğdem Nas spoke at the webinar
titled “The Future of Turkey-EU
Relations: Issues and Challenges”
jointly organised by IKV, Marmara
University and the Marmara
University International Relations
Club on 25 February 2021.
In her speech, IKV Secretary
General Nas commented on the

future of Turkey-EU relations in
view of the expectations from the
March European Council meeting.
Dr. Seda Gürkan from Université libre
de Bruxelles (ULB) and Teneo Senior
Managing Director Jacob Lund
Nielsen were the other speakers of
the webinar which was moderated
by Prof. Erhan Doğan from Marmara
University.

TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE DISCUSSED THE FINAL REPORT OF THE
“HEAR THE CSOS” PROJECT
AT HIGH-LEVEL MEETING
WAS PUBLISHED

T

O

n 17 February 2021, the Turkish
Ministry of Environment and
Urbanisation organised a meeting
under the theme “Tackling Climate
Change” with the participation of
First Lady Emine Erdoğan, Minister of
Environment and Urbanisation Murat
Kurum, Head of the EU Delegation to
Turkey Ambassador Nikolaus
Meyer-Landrut and UN Turkey
Resident Coordinator Alvaro
Rodriguez.
In her address at the meeting,
First Lady Emine Erdoğan
drew attention to the negative
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consequences of climate change
and talked about the steps Turkey
intends on taking in the fight against
climate change. For his part, Head
of the EU Delegation to Turkey
Ambassador Nikolaus Meyer-Landrut
underlined the importance of the
Paris Agreement and expressed his
hope for Turkey’s ratification of the
agreement. While praising Turkey’s
environmental efforts, Ambassador
Meyer-Landrut highlighted the
significance of solidarity and
cooperation in the fight against
climate change and indicated that

the EU was closely cooperating with
Turkey on this topic.
Finally, Minister of Environment
and Urbanisation Murat Kurum
unveiled a 14-article final declaration.
In the final declaration, it was
announced that Turkey would
implement the 2050 National Climate
Change Strategy and Action Plan
and present a comprehensive report
on tackling climate change which
will be comprised of basic principles,
liabilities, and actions for the Turkish
Climate Law, which is expected to be
prepared in the first half of the year.

he “Hear the CSOs” (CSSPII/062) project, which was
carried out by the EU and Global
Research Association (ABKAD), in
partnership with IKV and with the
participation of Ankara University
European Communities Research
and Application Center (ATAUM)
and the Jean Monnet Scholars
Association was completed. The
final report of the project titled
“Modernisation of Turkey-EU
Customs Union: Agriculture,
Services and Dispute Settlement”
was published on 11 February
2021.
The purpose of the EU-funded
project, which was implemented
under Civil Society Support
Programme-II, was to strengthen
the knowledge infrastructure of
civil society organisations (CSOs)
regarding the Turkey-EU Customs
Union, as well as to contribute
to policy-making processes by
improving their communication
and advocacy skills. Another
important goal of the project
was to draft and publish reports
regarding the modernisation

Türkiye ve Avrupa Birliği Arasındaki

Gümrük Birliği’nin Güncellenmesi:
Tarım, Hizmetler ve
Anlaşmazlıkların Halli

and extension of the Customs
Union, which was established
by Decision No. 1/95 of the
Turkey-EU Association Council and
entered into force on 1 January
1996, to cover other sectors
such as services, agriculture and
public procurement. Moreover,
development of consultation and
dispute settlement mechanisms
concerning the Customs Union
were among priority areas under
the project.  
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TURKEY-EU WATCH

CONDOLENCES POURED IN TO TURKEY OVER
TERRORIST PKK’S CAVE MASSACRE
Condolence messages from all around the world poured in to Turkey in the wake of the heinous
execution of 13 Turkish citizens by the PKK terrorist organisation in Gara, northern Iraq.

O

n 13 February 2021, the bodies of 13
unarmed Turkish nationals, who had been
taken hostage and martyred by the terrorist
organisation PKK, were found within the course

of the Claw-Eagle II counter-terrorism operation
carried out in Gara, northern Iraq. After the
official announcement by National Defence
Minister Hulusi Akar, messages condemning

the brutal cave massacre perpetrated by the
terrorist PKK and expressing condolences and
solidarity poured in to Turkey from its partners
and allies in all around the world.
The EU expressed its condolences to
Turkey through messages by Commission
Spokesperson Peter Stano, Head of the EU
Delegation to Turkey Ambassador Nikolaus
Meyer-Landrut and EP Rapporteur on Turkey
Nacho Sánchez Amor. Underlining that PKK is
a designated terrorist organisation, European
Commission Spokesperson Stano offered
the EU’s condolences to the Turkish people
and expressed their heartfelt sympathies to
the families of the victims. Moreover, Head
of the EU Delegation to Turkey Ambassador
Meyer-Landrut expressed condemnation
of all terrorist activities, offered the EU’s
condolences to the Turkish public and
indicted that the EU was sharing the sorrow
of the bereaved families of the victims. EP’s
Turkey Rapporteur Sánchez Amor expressed
his solidarity with the Turkish people by
emphasizing that terrorism “can only be

beaten through unity and law.”
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg
strongly condemned the massacre and
offered his condolences to Turkey, after
the first day of the NATO Defence Ministers
Meeting held by video conference on 17
February. Stressing the Allies’ solidarity with
Turkey, NATO Secretary General Stoltenberg
underscored that Turkey is the NATO ally that
has been suffering the most and the highest
number of terrorist attacks.
The US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken
offered his condolences and affirmed that
the PKK bears the responsibility, in a phone
call held with Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt
Çavuşoğlu on 15 February. The call came
after the US State Department’s issuance of
a conditional condemnation of the massacre
sparked harsh criticism from Turkey. In the
first official contact between the new US
administration and Turkey, US Secretary of
State Blinken emphasized the importance of
the deep-rooted bilateral relations between
Turkey and the US.

TURKEY OUTPERFORMED G20
COUNTRIES IN DECEMBER
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION GROWTH
RECENT STATEMENTS BY THE EU
CONCERNING RULE OF LAW IN TURKEY

O

E

merging from the devastating impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Turkish economy
has been on the path to a strong recovery
following an estimated contraction of 0.2% in
economic growth according to OECD data.
OECD’s latest “Economic Survey of Turkey”
report published in January projects that the
Turkish economy will grow by 2.6% in 2021
and by 3.5% in 2022. Moreover, US-based
multinational banking and financial services
company JP Morgan has revised its estimation
for Turkey’s economic growth from 1.1% to
1.9% for 2020 and from 3.3% to 4.6% for 2021,
underlining that the Turkish economy has
proved resilient before containment measures
especially in the fourth quarter of 2020.

According to the Turkish Statistical Institute
(TurkStat), Turkey recorded a monthly increase
of 1.3% and an annual increase of 9% in the
industrial production index in December
2020, posting the largest increase among G20
countries. Turkey’s Industry and Technology
Minister Mustafa Varank evaluated the sector’s
performance and stated that the solid rise in
industrial output in the last quarter of 2020 has
proved that Turkey was one of the few countries
to close out the year with positive GDP growth.
Minister Varank emphasized that while Turkey’s
economic growth is continuing despite
pandemic conditions, Turkey will consolidate it
with reforms in the field of economy and law,
and the efforts of the business community.

n 4 February 2021, the European
External Action Service (EEAS)
Spokesperson released a public statement
on the latest developments in Turkey.
The statement reflected on meetings,
demonstrations and marches organised
by Boğaziçi University students and faculty
members who have been protesting
against the newly appointed rector Prof.
Melih Bulu. As some of the protests have
erupted into clashes between police
and demonstrators and more than 500
people have been detained according to
the information delivered by the Turkish
Interior Ministry, the EU has been closely
following the developments. Along
with the EEAS, the EP Rapporteur on
Turkey Nacho Sánchez Amor expressed
his concerns over the developments
and argued that it would have negative
implications for the proposed positive
political agenda between Turkey and
the EU. Similarly, the EEAS Spokesperson
stressed that protests were classified
under freedom of assembly and indicated

that measures taken by the police and
the government such as meeting bans
and detentions were not in compliance
Turkey’s obligations in the areas of rule of
law, human rights and the judiciary as an
EU candidate country and a member of
the Council of Europe.
Moreover, the closing of a LGBTI
association in Boğaziçi University and
statements by some high-level officials
against LGBTI students on social media
were depicted as hate speech and sparked
reaction from the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights and the
US State Department.
The Turkish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs issued a statement to respond to
international reactions on 4 February 2021
by assuring that measures taken during
the protests were necessary and were
implemented proportionally. Moreover,
Turkey’s commitment to protecting
fundamental rights and freedoms was
underlined and the will to carry out
reforms was emphasized.
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TURKEY-EU WATCH

THE DEBATE CONCERNING
TURKEY AND THE EU “BLACK”
LIST OF TAX HAVENS
T
he debate which has been
going on among EU Member
States as to whether Turkey
should be included in the
European list of non-cooperative
jurisdictions for tax purposes
-a list of non-EU countries that
encourage abusive tax practices
which erode Member States’
corporate tax revenues- has for
now ended with the agreement
reached at the meeting of the
EU Council’s Code of Conduct for
Business Taxation Working Group
on 15 February 2021. The Group
met for the most recent revision
of the list just ahead of the
meeting of the EU Economy and
Finance Ministers (ECOFIN) to
decide on whether Turkey, which
is currently on the
so-called “grey” list -list of
jurisdictions which do not yet
comply with all international tax
standards but have committed to
reform- should be removed from
the second list and instead be
included on the list of European
non-cooperative jurisdictions
for tax purposes, the so-called
“black” list of tax havens. Despite
counter-arguments from
different members of the EP,
an agreement was reached so
the issue was removed from
the agenda of ECOFIN Council.

The meeting, which was crucial
for Turkey, has given a new
four-month deadline to put its
system of automatic exchange
of information on bank accounts
in order.
Turkey had previously
omitted EU countries with the
most Turkish nationals from its
exchange of information on
bank accounts. At the end of the
revision in February 2020, Turkey
had escaped the “black” list
because the EU wanted to avoid
new tensions with Turkey. As a
result, it was given additional time
by the ECOFIN Council until 31
December 2020 to put its system
for the automatic exchange of
information on bank accounts
in order. However, despite its
efforts, Turkey has not been able
to fulfil its commitments by the
end of the extension period due
to technical problems. So, during
the meeting held on 15 February

2021, the debate was between
Member States which have been
divided on the issue of whether
to move Turkey to the “black” list
this time around or give more
time for reforms.
Portuguese Finance Minister
João Leão confirmed that Turkey
would remain on the “grey” list
of countries that have made
commitments as a result of
“progress in terms of cooperation
with Turkey on tax matters”. The
draft text of this most recent
revision asks Turkey to fully
commit, at a high political level,
by 31 May 2021, to effectively
activate its automatic information
exchange system with Austria,
Belgium, Greek Cypriot
Administration, France, Germany
and the Netherlands by 30 June
2021. For the 27 Member States,
the information relating to the
2019 fiscal year must be sent by
1 September 2021 at the latest.
Information relating to the 2020
and 2021 fiscal years must be
sent by 30 September 2021 and
30 September 2022, respectively.
In the event of failure to meet
any of these deadlines, the text
specifies that Turkey would then
meet the conditions for joining
the EU’s “black” list at the next
review of the list next October.

DR. OKONJO-IWEALA BECAME THE FIRST WOMAN
AND AFRICAN WTO DIRECTOR-GENERAL

F

ormer Nigerian Finance
Minister and economist
Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala was
appointed as the 7th
Director-General of the World
Trade Organization (WTO) on
15 February 2021 after Korea’s
candidate Yoo Myung-hee,
who was backed by former US
President Trump, withdrew from
the race.
Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala
is the first woman and the
first African to lead the WTO.
Supported unanimously by
the 164 members of the WTO,
including the newly elected
US President Joe Biden, she
has emerged as the candidate
receiving the broadest support
to date. Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala
is set to take office on 1 March
to serve for four years.
Acknowledging that “deep
and wide-ranging reforms are
needed”, Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala
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has pledged to focus on
the impact of COVID-19,
the problems regarding the
Dispute Settlement System,
and developing rules for
e-commerce during her
term. Within the context of
the COVID-19 pandemic,
she aims to contribute to
solutions by working with the
WHO and the COVAX Facility
to accelerate supplies and
vaccines to poor countries.
Moreover, she intends on
overseeing the reform of

the currently paralysed
Dispute Settlement System
and ensuring a Dispute
Settlement System that
works for all. Modernisation
of the WTO rules in order to
make the organisation fit
for the 21st century is also at
the top of her agenda; with
putting rules in place for
e-commerce at the centre
of her plans. Furthermore,
while Dr. Okonjo-Iweala
gives importance to the
negotiations on investment,
facilitation, domestic services
regulation, she has pointed out
to industrial and agricultural
subsidies, special and differential
treatment, and procedural
issues as difficult areas that need
looking into. Finally, she also
deems the WTO’s 12th Ministerial
Conference to be a top priority
which will provide a venue to
resolve some of these issues.

NATO DEFENCE MINISTERS MET
VIRTUALLY TO DISCUSS SECURITY
ISSUES

N

ATO defence ministers convened
virtually on 17 and 18 February
to discuss key security issues on the
agenda of the Alliance. Adaptation of
the Alliance through the NATO 2030
initiative, progress towards fairer
burden-sharing, NATO’s enhanced
deterrence and defence as well as the
training missions in Afghanistan and Iraq
were the main issues addressed during
the two-day ministerial meeting.
The ministerial meeting marked
the first encounter between the new
US administration under President
Biden and the Allies. The new US
administration has voiced its intention
to repair the transatlantic relationship
which was increasingly strained during
Trump’s term in office. Trump’s labelling
of NATO as obsolete, coupled by his
unconventional criticisms targeting
European Allies over defence spending
and his remarks raising questions about
the US’ commitment to the famous
Article 5 of the Washington Treaty have
all undermined the trust between
Washington and its allies on the other
side of the Atlantic.

According to a statement by
Pentagon, the new US Defence Secretary
Lloyd Austin affirmed President Biden’s
message that the US intends to revitalise
its relationship with NATO and that the
US’ commitment to Article 5 remains
ironclad. Moreover, NATO Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg highlighted
that there was a unique opportunity to
open a new chapter in relations between
Europe and North America.
It was also the first occasion for the
Allies to hold a thorough discussion on
the reform proposals prepared under
the NATO 2030 initiative which are to
be considered by NATO leaders in a
summit later this year. In this context,
NATO Secretary General Stoltenberg has
advocated for updating the Alliance’s
2010 Strategic Concept in line with
emerging threats.
Regarding defence spending, NATO
Secretary General Stoltenberg indicated
that 2021 would be the seventh
consecutive year marking an increase in
defence spending and that nine Allies
were expected to meet the 2% of GDP
defence spending pledge agreed at the
2014 Wales Summit.
NATO defence ministers agreed to
expand the training mission in Iraq from
the current 500 troops to 4,000 troops
while no final decision was reached
on the future of NATO’s presence in
Afghanistan beyond 1 May.

VIRTUAL MUNICH SECURITY
CONFERENCE EVENTUATED WITH US’
RETURN TO THE WORLD STAGE

T

he Special Edition of the Munich Security
Conference (MSC), which was held
online due to the pandemic, gathered
some of the world’s top decision-makers on
19 February 2021. After years of turbulence
in transatlantic relations under the Trump
presidency, this year’s session brought the
“transatlantic fantastic four” namely; the
leaders of Germany, France, the US and the
UK together.
As the first sitting US President to
attend an MSC event, Joe Biden stressed
that the US is back to work closely with
its European partners. US President Biden
clearly emphasized that the US will remain
fully committed to the NATO alliance,
while drawing attention to the long-term
struggle with China and the importance
of the US-EU alliance in dealing with it.
Pointing out that Moscow poses an even
greater threat for NATO, US President Biden

stated that the US relies on diplomacy and
diplomatic solutions. Biden went on to
say that Washington and Moscow agreed
to extend the New START Treaty on the
reduction of strategic weapons, despite
growing competition in other areas.
German Chancellor Angela Merkel
started her speech with encouraging
comments on Biden’s remarks and
stressed the importance of adhering
to global alliances which, in her view, is
the only way to handle global problems
such as pandemics, terrorism and threats
to climate and biodiversity. For his part,
French President Emmanuel Macron
offered additional backing to alliances, as
he presented his vision of a stronger EU.
From Macron’s perspective, the EU needs to
increase investments in defence as a way
to rebalance the transatlantic relationship
which will also contribute to EU’s credibility
within NATO. Highlighting the importance
of renewing the alliances, UK’s Prime
Minister Boris Johnson welcomed the
US’ return as the leader of the free world
and made the case for the West rallying
together by combining their tremendous
strength and expertise.

19 6 5

www.ikv.org.tr

19 6 5

1965
2018

HIGH-LEVEL EXCHANGES

PRESIDENT ERDOĞAN HELD A VIDEO
CONFERENCE CALL WITH GERMAN
CHANCELLOR MERKEL

O

n 8 February 2021, Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan
and German Chancellor Angela Merkel
met virtually to exchange views on
recent developments. In the video
conference call, President Erdoğan
highlighted Turkey’s determination
for advancing the relations with the
EU on the basis of a “positive agenda”
and conveyed his expectation for a
summit with EU leaders in the first
half of 2021. For her part, German

Chancellor Merkel expressed her
satisfaction with the recent positive
signals and developments in the
Eastern Mediterranean, stressing
their openness to dialogue to make
progress on controversial issues. As
it might be recalled, the relations
between Turkey and the EU have been
strained over hydrocarbon exploration
rights in the Eastern Mediterranean
last year, and a positive political
agenda was proposed in the October

European Council in a bid to mend
the relations. Positive signals since
the beginning of 2021 have created
optimism for a new page in Turkey-EU
relations.
During the meeting in which the
two leaders also exchanged views on
the COVID-19 pandemic as well as on
bilateral relations and international
issues, President Erdoğan further
stressed the need to update the 18
March 2016 Turkey-EU Statement
also known as the “refugee deal”. Even
though the Turkey-EU Statement
has obtained remarkable success in
stemming irregular migration and
saving the lives of refugees, Ankara
highlights the need to ensure a
fairer burden-sharing as Turkey
has been hosting nearly 4 million
Syrian refugees. Moreover, other
components of the deal such as visa
liberalisation for Turkish citizens and
the modernisation of the Customs
Union have not yet materialized.

G7 LEADERS CONVENED VIRTUALLY TO
DISCUSS COVID-19

G

7 leaders came together at a
virtual meeting on 19 February
2021 under the UK’s G7 Presidency.
The meeting hosted by UK Prime
Minister Boris Johnson is the first G7
meeting since April 2020 and the
first multilateral call joined by Joe
Biden since he became US President.
Mainly focusing on cooperation on
the health response to COVID-19, the
G7, in their joint statement, renewed
their commitment to working
with WHO to increase global
vaccine production capacity and
deployment, to share information
regarding the sequencing of the
new variants of the virus and most
notably to contribute to the Access
to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator
(ACT-A) and COVAX, the global
vaccine sharing initiative, to ensure
“affordable and equitable access” to
vaccines as a “global public good”

so that vaccines are not exclusive to
people living in wealthy countries.
Talking about global health security
in the joint statement, G7 leaders
have also stated that they will
work with WHO, G20 and others to
promote pandemic preparedness
through the Global Health Summit
scheduled to take place in Rome on
21 May 2021. Promoting the “One
Health” approach and Universal
Health Coverage are also mentioned
in the statement which also
indicates that the possibility of a
global health treaty will be explored
to achieve health security globally.
The COVAX, co-led by Gavi
the Vaccine Alliance, WHO and the
Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness
Innovations (CEPI) scheme is aiming
to get at least 1.3 billion vaccine
doses to vulnerable populations
worldwide in the coming months.

UN Secretary General
António Guterres said that only 10
countries have administered 75%
of the vaccinations worldwide and
around 130 countries have not
yet received a single dose. Under
pressure from the UN, WHO and
the aid agencies earlier about the
imbalance regarding the vaccine
distribution between the wealthy
and the poor countries, the G7
leaders have together committed
to contributing 7.5 billion dollars to
COVAX in total. Wealthy countries
are criticised for buying a lot more
doses than they would need to
vaccinate their population and
waiting until after they vaccinate all
their population before donating to
developing nations. While German
Chancellor Angela Merkel said that
vaccination of their citizens would
not be affected by the global efforts
and Boris Johnson indicated that the
majority of the UK’s vaccine surplus
would be donated to the COVAX
facility, French President Emmanuel
Macron stated that the 13 million
doses needed to vaccinate 6.5
million health workers in Africa
amount to only 3.4% of the supply
available in Europe and urged the
US and Europe to donate 5% of their
supplies to developing countries
immediately.

HEAVY DIPLOMATIC
TRAFFIC TO CYPRUS
AHEAD OF 5+UN MEETING

D

iplomatic traffic to Cyprus
has intensified ahead of
the planned 5+UN informal
meeting set to bring together
the two sides on the island and
the three guarantor powers
(Turkey, Greece and the UK)
under the auspices of UN on
27-29 April. Turkish Vice President
Fuat Oktay and Foreign Minister
Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, British Foreign
Secretary Dominic Raab were
the senior Turkish and European
officials to visit the island ahead of
the crucial 5+UN meeting where
the parties will explore whether
common ground exists for a new
round of negotiations. EU High
Representative for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy Josep Borrell
is expected to visit the island on
5 March.
On 1 and 2 February 2021,
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt
Çavuşoğlu visited the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus
(TRNC) and met with numerous
senior Turkish Cypriot officials
including TRNC President Ersin
Tatar. Speaking at the joint
press conference following their
meeting, both TRNC President
Tatar and Turkish Foreign Minister
Çavuşoğlu emphasized that
any new negotiations should
be based on sovereign equality.
TRNC President Tatar confirmed
that there was full convergence
of views between the TRNC and
Turkey on the Cyprus issue and the
path to be followed in the 5+UN
informal meeting. Similarly, Foreign
Minister Çavuşoğlu indicated
that the vision for a two-state
settlement based on sovereign
equality was reaffirmed.

Following Foreign Minister
Çavuşoğlu’s visit, Turkish Vice
President Fuat Oktay travelled
to the TRNC on 10 and 11
February for talks on the 2021
financial cooperation protocol
and signature of memoranda of
understanding on e-government
services and investments in
highway projects. In the context of
the visit, Vice President Oktay came
together with TRNC President Tatar.
Vice President Oktay stressed that
the two-state settlement based on
sovereign equality was the only
way out as the talks aimed at a
federal solution have failed to yield
results and that the Greek Cypriot
side never wanted to share power
and prosperity with the Turkish
Cypriot side. For his part, TRNC
President Tatar underscored that
they were in full harmony with
Turkey as regards the Cyprus issue.
Visiting Cyprus to hold talks on
both sides of the Green Line, UK
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab
was received by TRNC President
Tatar on 4 February. According to
the statement issued by the TRNC
Presidency, the meeting, which
focused on the upcoming 5+UN
informal meeting and bilateral
relations between the TRNC and
UK, was held in a very sincere
and constructive atmosphere. It
was stated that TRNC President
Tatar explained the vision to be
presented by the Turkish Cypriot
side at the 5+UN meeting and
that a fair, realistic and sustainable
solution in Cyprus could only be
reached on the basis of a two-state
settlement based on sovereign
equality and cooperation based on
equal international status.
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EXPERT VIEW

THE LESS SALIENT SIDE OF THE CORONAVIRUS: THE
SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACTS OF THE PANDEMIC ON WOMEN
Apart from its most visible effects, the coronavirus pandemic has caused some “not well-addressed”
impacts on women which risk further widening the gender gap around the globe.
the pandemic. Recent reports reveal
that family members or partners
having an inclination for violence
have used lockdown measures to
exert physical, sexual and emotional
violence against women.

Merve ÖZCAN ALTAN
IKV Junior Researcher

T

here is no doubt that the
coronavirus pandemic has
affected almost every area of
our lives. The most visible among
these have been health systems,
global and national economies,
methods of education and doing
business. Subsequent to 2020
which passed with intense efforts
to develop vaccines against the
coronavirus, 2021 has started with
a vaccination race among countries
which has given rise to discussions
about vaccine nationalism. The busy
global agenda dominated by the
urgent need to address the most
visible impacts of the coronavirus by
developing and applying vaccines
at first seems to have prevented
some other effects of the pandemic
from being easily recognised and
addressed. One of the areas in which
the coronavirus pandemic has had
deep, but not sufficiently discussed
effects concerns women.
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Effects of the Coronavirus
Pandemic on Women around the
World
Based on their theoretical
assumptions and practical
experiences, most of the
international organisations under
the leadership of UN Women
assert that “until today, no crisis
has been gender-neutral” which
means that either men or women
have been affected by crises
in a disproportionate way. The
coronavirus pandemic, which is one
of the most serious health crises to
date, has not been an exception to
this. As proven by the findings of
numerous studies, a higher share
of the socioeconomic burden of
the pandemic has been borne by
women. The underlying causes
resulting in this disproportionate
burden can be categorised under
three headings: negative effects of

ISSUE 70

the pandemic on women-intensive
sectors, the rise in unpaid work
which is largely undertaken by
women and the increase in the
cases of domestic violence against
women.
First of all, there is a global
tendency that some sectors with
intense human contact including
health, education, accommodation,
travel, catering, retail and
entertainment employ a large share
of women. During the coronavirus
pandemic, women employed in
these sectors have been more likely
to lose their jobs. A study conducted
by McKinsey & Company found out
that women-intensive jobs were
19% riskier than men-intensive jobs
to record employment losses. Even
in the absence of the coronavirus,
women often work in worse and less
secure conditions, earn lower wages
than their male counterparts with
similar backgrounds and are more
likely to get fired. In the world, where
the principle of “equal pay for equal
work” is often violated, women earn
23% less than men on average and
108 years are needed to achieve
gender equality. Given the existing
inequalities, it is not surprising
that for the labour market-related

.
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consequences of the coronavirus
pandemic to affect women
disproportionately more than men.
The second factor causing
the socioeconomic impact of the
coronavirus not to be gender-neutral
is the increase in unpaid work which
has been generally undertaken
by women during the pandemic.
Defined by the ILO as the “direct or
indirect tasks done free of charge to
maintain the well-being of people
at home or in a community”, unpaid
work causes 16.4 billion hours to be
spent every day on a global scale.
Three-quarters of this amount is
realised by women, so this area
was also far from achieving gender
equality prior to the pandemic.
Increased workload during the
coronavirus pandemic stemming
from lockdowns, disinfecting
everything coming from outside,
taking less external help in cleaning,
child or elderly care has increased
the burden on both genders, but
studies have revealed that this
burden has been assumed largely by
women.
Last but not least, the rise in
the number of cases of domestic
violence against women has been
a serious cause for concern during
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The State of Play in Turkey and
in the EU
There is a sufficient amount
of surveys and studies conducted
in Turkey and the EU to unveil
the socioeconomic impact of the
pandemic on women. All of them
underline the following similarities
with general tendencies prevalent
in the world: Women have lost more
jobs than men, the share of unpaid
work undertaken by women has
been higher and domestic violence
against women has increased both
in Turkey and in the EU.
When we analyse the situation
in Turkey, we can see that as of
16 April 2020 terminations have
been banned and instead partial or
complete unpaid leaves were put
into force. A survey conducted just
after this legislation found out that
while 18.8% of female participants
have lost their jobs due to the
pandemic, this ratio was 14.4%
among male participants. Similarly,
according to UN Turkey, the number
of women given unpaid leave during
the pandemic has been higher
than men. It was also noted that
while both genders in Turkey have
experienced an increase in unpaid
work such as cleaning, cooking and
child care, a larger amount of these
tasks have been undertaken by
women. To illustrate, UNDP Turkey
has found out that whereas home
and care responsibilities of men who
have started to work from home
have increased fivefold, those of
women have further risen by four
times of men. Similarly, it was also
revealed that working women have
experienced more difficulties in
maintaining a work-life balance, and
thus they have been more inclined
to leave their jobs. Lastly, a report
jointly prepared by TÜSİAD and
TÜRKONFED asserted that increasing
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domestic violence against women
ranks high among the difficulties
women have experienced during the
coronavirus pandemic.
Investigating the EU’s pandemic
performance through the gender
lens, unveils firstly that most women
working in the services sector with
intense human contact, earn less and
have low social security rights within
the EU. Against such a vulnerable
background, women’s employment
in the EU has also been more likely
to suffer the adverse impact of the
pandemic. Concerning the burden
of unpaid work falling largely on the
shoulders of women, a study has
drawn attention to the difficulties of
single-parent families with women
that account approximately for 8
million families around the EU in
establishing a work-life balance.
Another important effect of the
pandemic on women in the EU has
been the rise in domestic violence.
In accordance with the European
Institute for Gender Equality, the
reports of domestic violence cases
in Member States such as France,
Lithuania, Spain and the Greek Cypriot
Administration have recorded an
increase of more than 20% during the
lockdown and quarantine measures.
Reports of cases of domestic violence
targeting women from disadvantaged
groups such as disabled women have
increased further.
To sum up, it seems that the
coronavirus pandemic has caused
substantial socioeconomic effects
on women which have been hardly
added to agendas of the countries in
the first stage. However, this is not a
problem of a single country. On the
contrary, women not only in Turkey
and in the EU, but also around the
globe have shouldered a heavier
burden of the pandemic particularly
in the areas of employment and
unpaid work and have faced
increased domestic violence. It
should remind the policy-makers
of the importance of gender
mainstreaming and addressing all
future crises through the gender
lens.
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