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THE INAUGURATION OF THE LANDMARK TÜRKEVİ IN
NEW YORK DURING 76TH UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The state-of-the-art Türkevi Center is seen as a symbol of Turkey’s strong commitment to
multilateralism and a testament of its growing diplomatic weight in the international fora.

T

he 76th Session of the UN
General Assembly was held in
New York in-person and under
tight security measures between 14
and 30 September 2021 following
last year’s virtual session due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. The UN
General Assembly convened under
its new President, Maldives Foreign
Minister Abdulla Shahid, elected
on 7 June 2021. Shahid took over
from Turkey’s former Minister for
EU Affairs and Chief Negotiator
Ambassador Volkan Bozkır, who
presided over the 75th UN General
Assembly and was the first Turkish
citizen to assume this post.
The agenda of the 76th session
of the UN General Assembly
was dominated by Sustainable
Development Goals, the climate
crisis and refugee issues as well
as work to be continued until
September 2022. The General
Debate and the high-level
meetings of the 76th UN General
Assembly which took place from
21 to 27 September featured
many prominent world leaders
including Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdoğan, US President Joe
Biden, European Council President
Charles Michel, Brazilian President
Jair Bolsonaro, Chinese President
Xi Jinping, UK Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Japanese Prime
Minister Yoshihide Suga.

World Leaders Addressed the
76th UN General Assembly
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdoğan took the 15th place
as a speaker at the UN General
Assembly. In his address to the
UN General Assembly, President
Erdoğan touched upon many
issues, particularly the tension in
the Eastern Mediterranean, the
refugee problem and the situation
in Afghanistan and expressed his
views on the need to reform the

chance for each country to invest in
itself and their future.”
Iran’s new president, Ebrahim
Raisi, harshly denounced the state’s
arch-rival in his first UN General
Assembly speech, declaring that US
hegemony efforts “failed miserably”.
Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s speech included China’s
commitment not to build any new
coal-fired power plants abroad
and to step up its support for
developing green and low-carbon
energy in developing countries.
Xi did not provide any details, but
depending on how the policy is
implemented, financing of coal
plants in the developing world
could be significantly limited. In
a pre-recorded video speech at
the annual UN meeting, Xi Jinping
emphasized China’s peaceful
intentions in international relations.
US Climate Envoy John Kerry
welcomed Xi’s statement and
described the decision as a “major
contribution” to the efforts needed
to achieve success at COP26 which
will take place from 31 October to
12 November.

UN for a more equal world and to
increase the number of members of
the UN Security Council. One of the
key points of President Erdoğan’s
speech and one that attracted the
most international attention was
his announcement about Turkey’s
decision to ratify the Paris Climate
Agreement before the UN Climate
Change Conference (COP 26), due
to take place in November. As
Turkey was the last remaining G20
country not to have ratified the Paris
Climate Agreement, this statement

caused a positive reaction.
In his first address to the UN
General Assembly, US President Joe
Biden made important points on
the climate issue. President Biden
announced his decision to double
the budget to help developing
countries tackle climate change
from 2024. Biden emphasized
the importance of the worldwide
climate design in his words
stating that “the best part of these
investments is not only a good
climate policy, but also a great

Official Inauguration of the
Türkevi Center in New York
One significant development
for Turkey was the inauguration
of the Türkevi (Turkish House)
Center by President Erdoğan in
New York on 20 September 2021.
In his speech at the inauguration
ceremony, President Erdoğan stated
that the Türkevi Center will be home
to the Turkish Consulate in New
York and will also host the New
York Representation of the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus.
The new 36-storey building
has been under construction
for four years in the same plot
of land purchased in 1977.
President Erdoğan emphasized the
importance of the Türkevi Center
being open to everyone and said

that it was one of the exemplary
buildings of New York. The building
stands out among others as it was
built using the latest technology
in architecture and engineering,
and the building design was made
on the basis of environmental
awareness at this time when talks
about climate change are at the
top of the international agenda. The
environmentally-friendly Türkevi,
built in accordance with the “Leed
Silver” green building certificate and
with a system to store rain water,
holds a 200-person auditorium,
meeting and exhibition halls.
The tulip-shaped building with
traditional Turkish architecture and
Seljuk motifs can be seen from
Downtown Manhattan, East River
and Long Island City.
Regarding the Türkevi’s location
right across the UN building,
President Erdoğan said, “The UN
is also a symbol of our belief in
justice and peace. Our Türkevi
building will also be a reflection
of our place in the international
community.” President Erdoğan
once again emphasized the
significance of the Türkevi not only
as a symbol of Turkey’s belief in
the UN, multilateralism, justice and
peace but also as a new structure
of the diplomatic weight and vision
of a growing, developing and
strengthening Turkey.
The inauguration ceremony
was also attended by UN Secretary
General António Guterres, Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus
President Ersin Tatar, Kosovar
President Vjosa Osmani-Sadriu,
and Lithuanian President Gitanas
Nausėda. Speaking at the
ceremony, Guterres stated that
Türkevi was a very good example
of the cooperation between the
UN and Turkey. UN Secretary
General Guterres also expressed
his gratitude for the support Turkey
gave to the refugees.
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TOBB PRESIDENT
HİSARCIKLIOĞLU
ATTENDED THE TÜRKEVİ
CENTER INAUGURATION

AYHAN ZEYTİNOĞLU
RE-ELECTED AS IKV CHAIRMAN

A

T

he Union of Chambers and
Commodity Exchanges of
Turkey (TOBB) President M. Rifat
Hisarcıklıoğlu attended the
inauguration ceremony of the
new Türkevi (Turkish House) Center
in New York, organised with the
participation of President Recep

Tayyip Erdoğan on 20 September
2021.
TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu also
met with the President of the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus Ersin
Tatar, Minister for State and Foreign
Affairs of Côte d’Ivoire Kandia Camara
and the Ghanaian delegation.

yhan Zeytinoğlu was
re-elected as the Chair of the
Board of Directors of IKV at the
59th Ordinary General Assembly
meeting held on 20 September
2021 in İstanbul. The chairmen
of the trustees of the foundation,
representatives and delegates of
the supporting organisations were
the participants at the General
Assembly where IKV Chairman
Ayhan Zeytinoğlu gave a speech
on the activities of the Foundation
for the period July 2020-September
2021.
The opening speeches at the
General Assembly were delivered
by Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Director for EU Affairs
Ambassador Faruk Kaymakcı,
the Union of Chambers and
Commodity Exchanges of Turkey
(TOBB) Vice President Ali Kopuz,
İstanbul Chamber of Commerce
(ICOC) President Şekib Avdagiç,
İstanbul Chamber of Industry (ICI)
Vice Chairman İrfan Özhamaratlı,
Chairman of Turkish Exporters
Assembly (TİM) İsmail Gülle and IKV
Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu.
Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Director for EU Affairs
Ambassador Kaymakcı emphasized
the importance of IKV’s role in
the civil society’s contribution to
the EU process in Turkey. Giving a

detailed account of relations with
the EU, Ambassador Kaymakcı
stressed the necessity to expand
into new topics as a result of the
current EU priorities regarding
the Green Deal, climate change,
security and health.
Representatives of IKV’s
trustee institutions noted that
the EU accession process has
gained even more prominence
and pointed out to the critical
role IKV has assumed as “Turkey’s
EU Expert”. While recalling the
important role the EU plays
in Turkey’s foreign trade and
investments, they voiced the
business community’s expectations
for the revival of the EU accession
process. At the same time,
they made a point of the need
for IKV, as the EU expert of the
business community, to continue
its contribution to Turkey-EU
relations in the post-COVID-19
normalisation period and stressed
the need to increase Turkey’s share
in the EU market.
In his speech, IKV Chairman
Zeytinoğlu said that IKV continued
its activities by organising a series
of webinars on critical issues
concerning Turkey and the EU
during the pandemic. Zeytinoğlu
praised the success of signing a
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with

the UK right after the completion
of the EU-UK Trade Deal. However,
he continued by saying that the
fact that the FTA with the UK is
not as favourable as the Customs
Union with the EU is proof of the
significance of the latter for Turkey.
Zeytinoğlu also said that
IKV has fulfilled its duty to warn
and inform the Turkish public
about the adjustments Turkey
will be required to make with
respect to the European Green
Deal. He underlined the ongoing
work and efforts to create a Civil
Society Platform on this issue. IKV
Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu noted
that the EU perspective gained
even more significance at a time of
such critical transformations and
concluded his words by saying
“Hail to Europe with Turkey and
Hail to European Turkey”.   
The newly elected IKV
Board of Directors for the
period 2021-2023 include Ayhan
Zeytinoğlu, Prof. Halûk Kabaalioğlu,
Sedat Zincirkıran, Atila Menevşe,
İsmail Gülle, Tuncay Şahin, Can
Yücaoğlu, Ömer Gülsoy Mehmet
Kaya, Dr. Zeynel Abidin Erdem, Ali
Sami Aydın, Celal Kaya, Levent Taş,
Yavuz Altun, Süleyman Uyar, Akansel
Koç and Hakkı İsmet Aral. Musfata
İçöz and Türker Ateş were elected to
serve in the Audit Committee.

IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU ATTENDED THE AHK GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
I

KV Chairman and TOBB Vice
President Ayhan Zeytinoğlu
attended the 2021 Ordinary General
Assembly of the German-Turkish
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (AHK) held in İstanbul on 23
September 2021.
Taking the floor at the General
Assembly meeting, which began with
the opening speech by AHK President
Dr. Markus C. Slevogt, IKV Chairman
Zeytinoğlu stressed the need to
resolve existing issues in the Customs
Union such as the FTAs, transportation
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quotas and dispute resolution, and
pointed out to the importance
of including agricultural goods,

e-commerce and public procurement
within the scope of Turkey-EU trade
relations.

Indicating that the potential
of Turkey-EU relations should be
further enhanced, IKV Chairman
Zeytinoğlu stated that the
modernisation of the Customs
Union was also of great importance
for Turkey’s alignment with the
European Green Deal to be
supported and promoted by the
EU. Head of the EU Delegation
to Turkey Ambassador Nikolaus
Meyer-Landrut also participated in
the General Assembly meeting and
delivered a speech.

The German-Turkish Chamber of
Commerce and Industry was founded in
1994 by DIHK and TOBB. AHK Turkey also
gained the qualification of a German
Chamber of Foreign Trade (AHK) in the
year it was founded. AHK Turkey has
been promoting cooperation between
German and Turkish companies since
its establishment and is supporting
the development and expansion of its
business activities in both countries.
AHK Turkey is a chamber subject to
Turkish law. It is also the only
twin-chamber with “Chamber” status.
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European Parliament’s INTA
Committee discussed the future
of the Turkey-EU Customs Union
and trade relations.

1
2
3
4
5

“IT IS UNACCEPTABLE FOR THE
EU TO CATEGORIZE TURKEY AS A
SOUTHERN NEIGHBOUR”
I

KV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu
reacted to Turkey being
singled out of the enlargement
perspective with the department
responsible for relations with
Turkey being moved under
a separate directorate called
“Southern Neighbourhood,
Turkey, Migration/Refugees and
Security Issues” in European
Commission’s Directorate
General for Neighbourhood
and Enlargement Negotiations
(DG NEAR). Stating that it was
unacceptable that Turkey as a
candidate country was being
treated within the scope of
the neighbourhood and solely
from a migration and security
perspective, IKV Chairman
Zeytinoğlu continued his remarks
as follows:

“There has been a structural
change within the European
Commission’s Directorate General
Directorate for ‘Neighbourhood
and Enlargement Negotiations’.
While Turkey was previously
handled in the same directorate
as the Western Balkans, it has now
been moved under the directorate
named “Southern Neighbourhood,
Turkey, Migration/Refugees and
Security Issues”. This reveals that it
was excluded from the scope of
enlargement negotiations thus
placed on a different path from
Western Balkans. We are aware that
Turkey’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Directorate for EU Affairs have
been trying to prevent this change
which took place silently. However,
the outcome did not change and
the department dealing with

relations with Turkey was moved.
We find this situation regrettable.
Turkey is a candidate country. It
will be extremely difficult for an EU,
which cannot design and include in
its strategic plan Turkey’s accession
as a member, to achieve its goal of
becoming geopolitical. Moreover,
it is unacceptable for the EU to
equate Turkey with its Southern
Neighbours, which have no EU
membership perspective, nor do
they enjoy the advanced level of
integration with the EU such as the
Customs Union. Associating this
department only with migration
and security implies disregarding
the multidimensional and intricate
relations between Turkey and the
EU encompassing issues such as
climate, health and energy, and it is
certain that it will be insufficient”.

JOINT POLICY NOTE ON THE MODERNISATION
OF THE TURKEY-EU CUSTOMS UNION

I

KV Secretary General Assoc. Prof.
Çiğdem Nas co-authored a policy
note on the modernisation of the
Turkey-EU Customs Union. In the
policy note entitled “Modernisation
of the Turkey-EU Customs Union:
Building a New Partnership on Past
Achievements”, IKV Secretary General
Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas, TEPAV Area
Studies Program Director Prof. Güven
Sak, TOBB University of Economics
and Technology Law Faculty Member
Prof. Sanem Baykal, TEPAV EU Studies
Center Director Nilgün Arısan
Eralp, energy policy advisor Leyla
Karakaya and SEFiA Director and TED
University lecturer Bengisu Özenç
draw attention to the importance
of launching negotiations on the
modernisation of the Customs Union
between Turkey and the EU as soon
as possible.
The policy note states that the
revitalisation of Turkey-EU relations

European Enlargement
Commissioner Várhelyi paid a
working visit to Turkey.

8

IKV Secretary General Nas spoke at
the SME workshop in Kuşadası.

6

10

IKV Secretary General Nas
participated in the webinar
entitled “A New Roadmap for
Turkey-EU Relations”.

11
12
The 76th session of the UN
General Assembly kicked off in
New York.
European Commission President
von der Leyen delivered the State
of the EU address.
The first ever Turkey-EU
High-Level Dialogue on Climate
was held in Brussels.

13
14
15
16
17

IKV co-authored a policy note
titled “Modernisation of the
Turkey-EU Customs Union:
Building a New Partnership on
Past Achievements”.

18
The landmark Türkevi Center
in New York was officially
inaugurated.
President Erdoğan addressed the
76th session of the UN General
Assembly.
Turkey was officially removed
from UK’s COVID-19 red travel list.

Federal elections were held in
Germany.

resolve the current problems in
the Customs Union, establish a
sounder Turkey-EU trade relationship
and to expand the scope of the
Customs Union which is currently
limited to industrial goods to
cover new areas such as services,
agricultural products, e-commerce,
decarbonisation, renewable energy
and public procurement.

7

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu attended
the working dinner hosted by
TOBB in honour of European
Enlargement Commissioner
Várhelyi.

9

The Turkey Unit was moved
under the Directorate for
“Southern Neighbourhood,
Turkey, Migration/Refugees and
Security Issues” in DG NEAR.

has gained renewed urgency in light
of the harmonisation efforts with
the European Green Deal which
sets ambitious emission reduction
targets in line with the EU’s goal of
reaching climate neutrality by 2050.
The authors argue that by formally
launching the talks aimed at the
modernisation of the Customs
Union, it would be possible to

IKV Secretary General Nas gave
a presentation on “The Economic
Impact of the Climate Crisis” within
the scope of İzmir Business Days.

UN Secretary General Guterres
hosted an informal trilateral
meeting with Turkish Cypriot
and Greek Cypriot leaders in
New York.

19
20
21
22
23
24

Ayhan Zeytinoğlu was re-elected
as the Chair of the Board of
Directors of IKV at the 59th
Ordinary General Assembly
meeting.
IKV Secretary General Nas
attended the ActHuman Advisory
Board meeting.
IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu
attended the AHK General
Assembly.

25
26
27

IKV Secretary General Nas
assessed the German elections on
various media platforms.

28
29
30
31

Zeytinoğlu
reacted 3
Issue 25IKV• Chairman
December
2016
to the structural changes in
European Commission’s DG NEAR.

Implications of the German
elections on the EU and Turkey-EU
relations were discussed at IKV
webinar.
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GERMAN FEDERAL ELECTIONS DISCUSSED AT IKV
WEBINAR
I

KV organised a webinar titled
“The Effects of German Election
Results on EU and Turkey-EU
Relations” on 30 September 2021.
IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu
delivered the opening speech of
the webinar which was moderated
by IKV Deputy Secretary General
M. Gökhan Kilit. Turkey’s Permanent
Delegate to the EU Ambassador
Mehmet Kemal Bozay delivered the
keynote address at the webinar in
which the implications of German
federal elections and possible
coalition scenarios for the EU and
Turkey-EU relations were discussed
in detail.
In his opening speech, IKV
Chairman Zeytinoğlu highlighted
that the German federal elections
were of crucial importance not only
for Germany, but also for Europe
and Turkey, and assessed the effects
different coalition scenarios might
have on the relations between
Turkey and EU.
In his keynote address, pointing
out to Germany’s position as a
locomotive country within the

the positive agenda and said that
bilateral relations would continue
on regional and other issues.
Ambassador Bozay concluded
his speech by stating that the
modernisation of the Customs
Union should begin immediately.

In the panel session, Director
of the Centre for Applied Turkey
Studies at the German Institute for
International and Security Affairs
(SWP) Guenter Seufert indicated
that the German political parties had
mixed feelings about Turkey with

IKV SECRETARY GENERAL NAS SPOKE AT
VARIOUS EVENTS AND MEDIA PLATFORMS

İSTANBUL RECLAIMING ITS OLD
TRADITION OF FREE PUBLIC FOUNTAINS

I

T

KV Secretary General Assoc. Prof.
Çiğdem Nas discussed different
dimensions of Turkey-EU relations
in numerous events throughout
September. IKV Secretary General
Assoc. Prof. Nas participated
in the panel titled “Economy,
Communication, Relations Between
Cities and Innovative Approaches
in Production During the Climate
Crisis” co-organised within the scope
of İzmir International Fair by İzmir
Metropolitan Municipality, İzmir
Chamber of Commerce and İzmir
Foundation under the auspices of the
Republic of Turkey Ministry of Trade
on 3 September 2021. Assoc. Prof. Nas
gave a presentation on “The Economic
Impact of the Climate Crisis”.
On 7 September, IKV Secretary
General Nas addressed the session on
“Europe’s Geostrategic Sovereignty
and Turkey” at the Turkey Europe
Future Forum, jointly organised by the
Mercator Foundation and TÜSİAD. A
day later, IKV Secretary General Nas
participated in the SME workshop titled
“A New Era in the Turkey-EU Economic
Relations: E-Commerce” organised
by Kuşadası Chamber of Commerce
within the framework of the Turkey-EU
Business Dialogue Project and delivered
a presentation on “E-Commerce in
Turkey, EU and the World”.



EU and Merkel’s performance and
historical legacy, Ambassador
Bozay said that the policies of
the coalition government to be
established were much anticipated.
Regarding Turkey-EU relations,
Ambassador Bozay referred to

SDP paying more attention to the
rule of law with the expectation that
it should be addressed in dialogue
while the CDU wanted to see Turkey
as a close partner, rather than a
member of the EU with common
interests being defined as a first step.
Evaluating Merkel’s foreign policy
legacy, Turkish-German University
faculty member Dr. Ebru Turhan
stated that Germany’s policy vis-à-vis
Turkey in the post-Merkel period was
expected to be more fragmented
and less stable. Meanwhile, Dr. Yaşar
Aydın from Hamburg Evangelical
University for Social Work and Welfare
stressed that the centre left and
particularly Olaf Scholz were the real
winners of the election and said the
18 Turkish MPs, who were elected to
the Bundestag, were not expected to
be active on issues related to Turkey.
The final speaker of the panel, IKV
Secretary General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem
Nas analysed the election results
from the perspective of the Turkish
diaspora in Germany, Turkish-German
relations and Germany’s position
within the EU.
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On 9 September, Assoc. Prof. Nas
spoke at the webinar entitled “A New
Roadmap for Turkey-EU Relations”
jointly organised by the Global
Relations Forum and the EP Turkey
Forum. Emphasizing the importance
of reviving Turkey-EU relations,
Nas argued that one of the most
practical and comprehensive ways for
improving and upgrading relations
would be to start the Customs Union
modernisation process immediately.
On 22 September, Nas
participated in an online workshop
in her capacity as a member of the
Advisory Board of the ActHuman
initiative.

Later in the month, IKV Secretary
General Nas evaluated the German
elections on various TV channels.
Speaking at NTV’s 13:00 news bulletin
on 26 September, Assoc. Prof. Nas
shared her views on the importance of
the German elections, the expectations
about the election results and the
effects possible coalition scenarios
would have on Germany, the EU and
Turkey. Following the announcement
of the preliminary election results on
27 September, Nas discussed possible
coalition scenarios in the Duvar Özel
programme prepared by Mühdan
Sağlam. Later, speaking to Rudaw TV
news, Nas stressed that the structure
of Germany’s new government would
have critical implications for the EU and
Turkey-EU relations.
On 28 September, IKV Secretary
General Nas discussed the main
elements of the European Green
Deal in the “Orkun Yazgan ile Çevre
Günlüğü” programme broadcast on
Çevre TV. Finally, on 29 September,
Nas participated in the event titled
“A Multidimensional Approach to the
Concept of Migration” organised as
part of İstanbul Aydın University Social
Sciences Workshop where she analysed
migration in the context of Turkey-EU
relations in the session dedicated to
security.

he city of
İstanbul joined
the Global Push for
Free Drinks. Actually,
free public fountains
go back in history
as a philanthropic
duty in the Ottoman
Empire. In our
day, free public
fountains find many
supporters among
health and social
justice advocates, environmentalists and urban planners.
It is a well-known fact that İstanbul has a rich heritage of fountains
built throughout its history and providing free public access to water
in the Ottoman times. Most of these fountains, which have their own
unique architecture and carved engravings, have not been in use for years
due to neglect. However, these worn-out fountains are now opening
to the public services. İstanbul Metropolitan Municipality Mayor Ekrem
İmamoğlu stated that renovating these fountains inherited from the past
would contribute to the cultural richness of the city and that the fountains
would be offered to the use of the public free of charge. 40 fountains
were restored in the city in 2020 and the aim is to do the same this year
and on an ongoing basis. According to Deputy Manager for İBB Miras, the
İstanbul Metropolitan Municipality’s Cultural Heritage Office İrem Bülbül,
“Fountains were a meeting point, a nucleus for the neighbourhood” and
the aim is to try to bring back that spirit.
This tradition is now being reclaimed not only in İstanbul, but also in
cities such as London, Mumbai and Los Angeles. The free public fountain
not only allows people to easily access water in hot weather, but also
contributes to reducing the use of plastic by allowing people to carry their
own bottles and keep filling them free of charge at these public fountains.
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EUROPEAN ENLARGEMENT COMMISSIONER VÁRHELYI
PAID A WORKING VISIT TO TURKEY
In the context of his first visit to Turkey, Commissioner Várhelyi came together with senior Turkish officials
and representatives of the business community.

E

uropean Commissioner for
Neighbourhood and Enlargement
Oliver Várhelyi paid a two-day
working visit to Turkey on 6-7
September 2021. In the context of
his first visit to Ankara, Commissioner
Várhelyi held meetings with Foreign
Minister and Chief Negotiator Mevlüt
Çavuşoğlu, Interior Minister Süleyman
Soylu, Trade Minister Dr. Mehmet
Muş, Presidential Spokesperson
Ambassador İbrahim Kalın, Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Director for EU Affairs Ambassador
Faruk Kaymakcı. As part of his
exchanges with representatives of
the Turkish business community,
Várhelyi participated in the working
dinner hosted in his honour by TOBB
President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu also
attended by Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Director for EU
Affairs Ambassador Faruk Kaymakcı,
Head of the EU Delegation to Turkey
Ambassador Nikolaus Meyer-Landrut
and IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu.

The Commissioner also met with
TÜSİAD President Simone Kaslowski
and visited a migrant health centre
in Ankara’s Altındağ district financed
under the EU Facility for Refugees in
Turkey.
The visit provided for a series
of comprehensive discussions
between the Commissioner and
the Turkish authorities on the state
of play in Turkey-EU relations, the
EU accession process as well as the
priority areas laid out as part of the

“positive agenda” first proposed by
the European Council in October
2020 namely; high-level dialogues,
cooperation on migration,
people-to-people contacts and trade.
Turkey’s expectations regarding the
strengthening of the EU accession
perspective, renewal of the 18 March
Turkey-EU Statement, launch of
the Customs Union modernisation
talks and completion of the visa
liberalisation process were conveyed
to the Commissioner during the

meetings.
Modernisation of the Customs
Union was among the top items
on the agenda of the exchanges
between the Commissioner and
senior Turkish officials. According to
a press release issued by the Ministry
of Trade, during his meeting with
Várhelyi, Minister Muş drew attention
to the mutual benefits of the
modernisation of the Customs Union
and conveyed Ankara’s expectation
for a constructive step to be made
in this regard at the 21-22 October
European Council meeting. During
the meeting where the Green Deal
Action Plan adopted by Turkey was
also discussed, Trade Minister Muş
underlined that it was crucial that
Turkey effectively benefitted from
the funds under the new term of
the Instrument for Pre-accession
Assistance (IPA III) in order to facilitate
green transformation in the country.
For his part, Commissioner Várhelyi
stated that cooperation in the fields

of economy and trade were among
the priority areas within the scope of
the positive agenda and underscored
the EU’s readiness to support Turkey’s
green transformation.
Moreover, Turkish officials
pointed out that the launch of high
level dialogue mechanisms would
contribute to a positive Turkey-EU
agenda while urging the EU to act
with a sense of responsibility and
reduce Turkey’s migration burden.
Concerning the Cyprus issue, Ankara’s
support for a two-state solution
based on sovereign equality as
the most equitable solution to the
Cyprus issue was reiterated and it was
stated that the EU could contribute
to a solution provided that it took
a fair, impartial and rational stance.
Lastly on Afghanistan, Ankara and
Brussels agreed to carry on their close
cooperation to continue diplomatic
initiatives aimed at ensuring peace
and stability the country and
preventing a new migrant influx.

THE TURKEY-EU HIGH-LEVEL DIALOGUE
ON CLIMATE COMMENCED IN BRUSSELS
The Turkey-EU High-Level Dialogue on Climate,
proposed by EU leaders under the “positive agenda”,
was launched in Brussels.

T

urkey’s Minister of
Environment and
Urbanisation Murat Kurum
and European Commission’s
Executive Vice President for
the European Green Deal Frans
Timmermans came together
in Brussels on 16 September
2021 for the first-ever Turkey-EU
High-Level Dialogue on Climate.
The officials exchanged views
on Turkey’s position with
regards to the Paris Agreement,
net-zero emissions and carbon
neutrality, emissions trading
and the European Green Deal
and pledged to work together
in combatting climate change.
Environment Minister
Murat Kurum expressed
during his speech that
the Turkey-EU High-Level
Dialogue on Climate not only
provided an opportunity to

NO BREAKTHROUGH IN THE
TRILATERAL INFORMAL CYPRUS
MEETING IN NEW YORK

T

strengthen cooperation in the
fight against climate change,
but would also reinforce
Turkey’s EU accession process.
The parties also discussed
the prospects of Turkey
establishing an Emissions
Trading System and the
revision of the EU Emissions
Trading System. Talks between
the parties will be continued
at the technical level and

the ministers will review the
progress in early 2022.
The Turkey-EU High-Level
Dialogue on Climate is the
first of the high-level dialogue
mechanisms proposed within
the context of the Turkey-EU
Positive Agenda. The high-level
dialogues on public health and
internal affairs/migration are
expected to take place in the
coming months.

urkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot leaders
came together at the informal lunch
meeting hosted by UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres on the side lines of the
76th Session of the UN General Assembly
on 27 September 2021. It was the first
trilateral meeting bringing together the two
sides with UN Secretary General Guterres
following the informal meeting held in
Geneva under the auspices of the UN with
the participation of the two sides and three
guarantor states -Turkey, Greece and the
UK - at the end of April. During the Geneva
meeting, the parties had failed to find
enough common ground for launching a
fresh attempt to resolve the decades-old
Cyprus issue. Nonetheless, the informal
Geneva meeting had proved significant for
the Turkish Cypriot side’s new vision based
on sovereign equality and its six-point
roadmap to be put on record.

Speaking to the reporters after the
informal meeting in New York, President
of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus
(TRNC) Ersin Tatar stated that a fresh round
of negotiations would not start unless the
sovereign equality and equal international
status of the TRNC was acknowledged.
Reminding that the talks, which have
proved futile over the last 60 years, could
not continue with the same understanding,
TRNC President Tatar indicated that the
meeting, which lasted for two-hours,
provided an opportunity to reiterate the
Turkish Cypriot side’s position concerning a
settlement to the Cyprus issue. Stating that a
return to the pre-1974 conditions was out of
question for the Turkish Cypriot side, TRNC
President Tatar said that the UN Secretary
General was aware of the situation and was
not willing to start a new round of talks
without the consent of both sides.
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TURKEY-EU WATCH

OECD REVISED UP TURKEY’S
GROWTH FORECAST AS TURKEY
MOVES TOWARDS DIGITAL LIRA
T

he Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development
(OECD) updated its economic
outlook as it slightly lowered global
and the US economic projections
and revised upward its growth
forecast for Turkey.
The organisation modestly
downgraded its global growth
projections for 2021 from 5.8% to
5.7% while it increased slightly its
forecast for 2022 to 4.5%, up 0.1
percentage points from its previous
forecast in May. OECD raised its
projection for Euro Area growth for
2021 to 5.3% and increased its 2022
forecast by 0.2 percentage points to
4.6%.
According to the OECD’s
Interim Economic Outlook dated
21 September 2021, the Turkish
economy is expected to grow by
8.4% in 2021, up from the initially
foreseen 5.7% and moderate to 3.1%
in 2022. Turkey ranks third in growth
in the G20 after India and China, and
first among OECD nations.
Moreover, the research to
examine the potential benefits of
introducing a digital Turkish lira
currency to complement the existing
payments infrastructure is ongoing.
The Central Bank of the Republic
of Turkey (CBRT) announced

İSTANBUL MAYOR İMAMOĞLU
MET WITH KEY OFFICIALS IN
ATHENS

M
on 15 September that it signed
agreements with several prominent
institutions and formed the “Digital
Turkish Lira Collaboration Platform”
to expand its research concerning
the potential benefits of a digital
currency. Separate memoranda of
understanding have been signed
with leading technology contractors
such as Aselsan and Havelsan as well
as the Scientific and Technological
Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK)
Informatics and Information Security
Research Centre (BİLGEM) for the
platform which will conduct the
research, development and testing
processes. For the first phase of the

pilot study, the CBRT will develop
a prototype “Digital Turkish Lira
Network” and run limited closed
circuit pilot tests with the technology
stakeholders.
CBRT also plans to carry out tests
that may diversify the coverage of
the Digital Turkish Lira R&D Project
into areas such as blockchain
technology, the use of distributed
ledgers in payment systems and
integration with instant payment
systems. The final decision for a
digital lira currency has not been
made yet and the results of the
first phase of the pilot study will be
announced in 2022.

ayor of the İstanbul
Metropolitan Municipality
Ekrem İmamoğlu paid a two-day
visit to Greece on 21 September
2021 upon the invitation of
Kostas Bakoyannis, the Mayor
of Athens. During his visit,
İmamoğlu met with Greek Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis and
his Greek counterpart Bakoyannis.
Speaking at the joint press
conference with Bakoyannis,
İmamoğlu touched upon the
importance of contacts between
the two municipalities to develop
historical, cultural, economic and
humanitarian ties. İmamoğlu
highlighted that common
problems require joint action
and underlined that problems
such as migration, the Aegean
and Mediterranean issues must
be solved jointly. Giving peace
messages, he said that they

intended to build a “peace bridge”
between the two cities.
In his statement,
Bakoyannis expressed that
they were making a new and
good start for their common
future through a creative
dialogue they established. He
underscored that the feelings
of the communities during the
fire disasters that harmed the
countries this summer and the
earthquakes that took place
years ago gave hope. He noted
that long journeys begin with
a single step saying that they
have built a bridge between
the cities. He pointed out that
Athens and İstanbul are ready
to cross this bridge and the
task of municipalities is to make
policies that will strengthen the
ties between the people and the
cities.

TURKEY CLIMBED UP TO THE 41ST SPOT IN THE GLOBAL
INNOVATION INDEX
G

lobal Innovation Index (GII),
recognizing that innovation
is a key driver of economic
development, aims to capture
the multi-dimensional aspects of
innovation by looking at around
80 indicators, grouped into
innovation inputs and outputs.
The Index, published by the World
Intellectual Property Organisation
(WIPO), produces a ranking of the
innovation capabilities of world
economies 132 of which are
featured in the GII 2021. It measures
innovation based on criteria that
include institutions, human capital
and research, infrastructure, credit,
investment, linkages; the creation,
absorption and diffusion of
knowledge; and creative outputs.
GII 2021 was announced on 20
September 2021. This year, Turkey
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showed huge success by moving up
10 ranks to reach the 41st position
in the index, thus making it into
the top 50. Chairman of the Turkish
Exporters Assembly (TİM), one of
the corporate partners of WIPO,
İsmail Gülle referred to “digitalization,
production mobilization, innovation
based development and new

technologies” as the priorities
undertaken by the Turkish Exporters
Assembly in order to overcome the
pandemic causing “lasting damage
and reaffirm Turkey’s bright future”.
Turkey ranks 4th both among
the 34 upper middle-income group
economies and also among the
19 economies in Northern Africa

and Western Asia, performing
above the upper middle-income
group average in six out of seven
pillars: human capital and research;
infrastructure; market sophistication;
business sophistication; knowledge
and technology outputs; and,
creative outputs. A further
breakdown of the results show
that Turkey performed better in
innovation outputs than innovation
inputs in 2021. Ranking 41st for
innovation outputs, Turkey ranked
45th for innovation inputs, ranking
slightly lower than innovation
outputs but still higher than
previous years in both categories.
One of the two main
conclusions drawn from the GII 2021
results is that the global innovation
landscape is changing too slowly as
shown in the fact that Switzerland,

Sweden, the USA and the UK have
continued to occupy the top four
positions with Republic of Korea
jumping to be in the top five for
the first time this year. The top 25
of the most innovative economies
being mainly from Europe is also
proof that high-income economies,
notably from Northern America and
Europe, continue to lead and have
the strongest and most balanced
innovation systems.
The second conclusion is
that there are a number of middle
income countries -China, Turkey,
Vietnam, India and the Philippineschanging the global innovation
landscape and catching up with
the leaders. The fact that Turkey
is among these upward moving
countries should be considered a
huge success on Turkey’s part.
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TURKEY-EU WATCH

BRITISH TOURIST BOOM EXPECTED AS TURKEY EXITS
UK’S RED LIST
O

n 17 September 2021, the UK
announced a long-awaited
change to its international travel
list. Starting from 22 September,
the UK removed eight countries,
including Turkey, from the red list.
Also as of 4 am on 4 October 2021,
the UK will get rid of its traffic light
system, merging the amber and
green lists and leaving only the
countries on the red list and the
rest of the countries. UK Transport
Secretary Grant Shapps referred
to these changes as “striking the
right balance to manage the public
health risk as No.1 priority”.
For people travelling to the
UK from Turkey, this is welcome
news as the new rules put an end
to the compulsory 10-day hotel
quarantine costing 2,285 Pounds for

a single person. Although travel to
the UK will be much easier, Turkish
people are still required to have a
PCR test taken within 72 hours prior
to their arrival, self-quarantine at an
address they will provide and will

have to take two more tests on the
2nd and 8th day of their quarantine
if they are vaccinated in Turkey,
even if they are fully vaccinated
with a BioNTech-Pfizer vaccine.
According to a statement from the

Turkish Embassy in London, Turkish
authorities are in talks with the
UK authorities for recognition of
vaccinations administered in Turkey.
Yet this is great news for
tourists and the tourism sector
both in Turkey and the UK. They
have been waiting for Turkey to
be removed from the red list for
some time now as only 85,000
British tourists arrived in Turkey
between January and July in 2021,
down from 204,000 and from 1.4
million people in the same period
of 2020 and 2019, respectively.
Even worse is the number of British
tourists travelling to Turkey in July
this year at 36,000, showing a 53%
decrease from the same period last
year. Hotels and tourism agencies
have been suffering as a result of

Turkey being on the red list since
May 2021.
Now that Turkey is no longer
on the red list, the Association of
Turkish Travel Agencies (TÜRSAB)
said in a statement that, 200,000
British tourists are expected to
come to Turkey until the end of
the year, especially as a result of
the increase in the number of
bookings for the October school
break in the UK and that the UK
based travel agency Jet2 Holidays is
already starting flights to Dalaman
and Antalya as of 23 September.
The prospect of an increase in
the tourism activities between
Turkey and the UK will help tourism
industry recover from the losses
they have suffered due to COVID-19
travel restrictions.

THE FANCY WOMEN BIKE RIDE
TO RAISE AWARENESS FOR
URBAN CYCLING

ESKİŞEHİR’S SUSTAINABILITY
JOURNEY AT A GLANCE
O
nce a city once plagued by congestion
and pollution as well as natural disasters
and economic decline, Eskişehir has now
become an exemplary city for other cities in
search of sustainable approaches. Eskişehir
went beyond improving its infrastructure and
resilience to natural disasters and became
a tourist attraction in recent decades. It
has also transformed into an increasingly
accessible city and improved the quality of
life for all residents. These were all thanks to
the then newly elected Mayor of Eskişehir
Metropolitan Municipality Yılmaz Büyükerşen’s
new vision that would transform the city with
the participation of several stakeholders such
as civil society organisations, academia and
industry representatives.
With the Eskişehir Urban Development
Project, a three-part investment package
put forward by the Eskişehir Metropolitan

Municipality, relevant parties identified
priorities some of which were the
re-development of Porsuk River,
implementation of a light rail system, and
fixing the city’s wastewater infrastructure
and carried out these activities within an
integrated programme. Despite the 2001
economic crisis in Turkey, the Eskişehir
Metropolitan Municipality succeeded in
obtaining financing from the European
Investment Bank, the Nordic Investment Bank,
and the Dutch bank ABN AMRO to realise its
vision. Since then, Eskişehir has extended its
electric tram lines by 39 kilometres, and the
green space in Eskişehir has increased by
215%.
Eskişehir proved its success by becoming
one of the finalists in the 2018-2019 Prize
for Cities contest by the World Resources
Institute.

T

he “Fancy Women Bike Ride” was held
on 19 September 2021 as part of the
European Mobility Week this year. The Fancy
Women Bike Ride is an annual women-only
cycling event which was born in 2013 in
İzmir, Turkey to celebrate World Car Free
Day. 300 women and almost 50 journalists
attended the event at the time. The idea
behind this environmentally-friendly event
is to demand that “cities create a welcoming
space for women to cycle and interact with
the city in a whole new way” and to promote
urban cycling, using bicycles as a means of
transportation.
The Fancy Women Bike Ride kicked
off with a Facebook post put up by Sema
Gür inviting friends to cycle in the city

centre with a colourful dress, high heels,
and flower-decorated bicycles. The idea is
to encourage the use of bicycles and raise
awareness among women picked up and
spread in many cities in Turkey and all over
the world. It has now become a popular
annual tradition which was organised in
nearly 30 countries and 150 cities this year.
The participants, who pedalled with their
colourfully decorated bicycles, expressed
that this event is very important in terms
of encouraging people to do sports and
protecting the environment by using nature
friendly bicycles as a means of transportation
instead of vehicles. The event is expected to
continue unabated all over the world in the
coming years.
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EXPERT VIEW

GERMAN ELECTIONS: COALITION SCENARIOS AND
POST-MERKEL PROSPECTS FOR TURKEY-EU RELATIONS
In Germany, the first elections without long-serving Chancellor Merkel resulted in a slim victory for
SPD candidate Olof Scholz. How Germany’s next government will shape up will have profound
implications not only for the EU, but also for Turkey-EU relations.
Zafer Can DARTAN
Junior Researcher

O

n 26 September 2021, 60
million voters in Germany
went to the polls to
determine which parties would
form the next government and who
would succeed Angela Merkel as
Chancellor after her 16-year rule.
In the most contentious elections
since 2002, the Social Democratic
Party (SPD) led by Olaf Scholz won
the elections, getting 25.7% of the
votes. Christian Democratic Union
and Christian Social Union (CDU/CSU)
joint candidate Armin Laschet came
in second, getting 24.1% of the votes.
This means 206 seats for the SPD
in German Bundestag and requires the
party to enter into coalition talks to
secure additional 162 seats to obtain
a majority. The process is expected
to take weeks or even months with
outgoing Chancellor Angela Merkel
to remain at the helm of the country
in caretaker capacity until a
power-sharing deal is struck.
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What Are the Possible Coalition
Scenarios?
A coalition government will
have to be formed, as no single
party could achieve a majority in
the elections. Any coalition other
than the “grand coalition” between
the CDU and SPD must consist of
three political parties. The “grand
coalition” of the CDU/CSU and SPD,
which ruled Germany for 12 years of
Merkel’s 16-year rule, is not desired
by many due to years of government
conflict. CDU leader Laschet also
voiced CDU’s reluctance on this
issue, stating that Germany needs
a fresh start and that regardless of
which party is at the top, this grand
coalition is not promising for the
future. As it will be remembered,
the “grand coalition” lasted for six
months after the 2017 elections and

caused political paralysis in Germany,
especially on European issues.
Realistically, two different
coalitions seem likely. These
coalitions are called “traffic light”
and “Jamaica” due to the colours
representing the participating
parties. The “traffic light” coalition
includes the SPD, Greens and the
Free Democratic Party (FDP) and is
made up of the colours red, green
and yellow representing these
parties. On the other hand, the
“Jamaica” coalition refers to the flag
of Jamaica, which is black, green,
and yellow and consists of the CDU,
Greens, and FDP.
Any coalition with the Greens
must also include the FDP, as the
Social Democrats and Greens
are hoping to form a coalition
government together. The FDP
is expected to choose to form a
coalition with the CDU and the
Greens with the SPD.

.
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elections, becoming the third party
receiving the most votes. Despite the
increase in their votes, the result has
raised question marks for the party.
In the last polls before the election,
environmental and climate issues were
often cited as the most important
issues by voters. It was expected that a
party that attaches great importance
to environmental and climate issues
and makes them the main election
issue would have received more votes.
The FDP, which has seen a slight
increase in its votes, on the other hand,
seems satisfied with its position. Party
leader Christian Lindner wants to join
the “Jamaica coalition” led by Armin
Laschet. The FDP is expected to play
an important role in coalitions to be
formed with the Greens.
Due to the key role they are
expected to play, the Greens and the
FDP contacted each other first, rather
than the centre-right and left-wing
parties. The Chairman of the Greens
Parliamentary Group, Anton Hofreiter
announced that he had a brief
meeting with the FDP and that this
meeting would continue. However,
it should be noted that there are a
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number of “fundamental differences”
between the FDP and the Greens
when it comes to climate change
and economic and financial policy.
Both parties need to be on the same
page, as modernizing the state and
complying with the Paris Climate
Agreement is vital for the Greens.
Post-Merkel Prospects for
Turkey-EU Relations
The winner of the election, SPD,
states in its party programme that
they follow the developments in
Turkey’s domestic and foreign policy
with concern and that Turkey should
respect the rule of law, democracy
and international law principles. The
SPD also stresses the urgent need to
intensify the dialogue between the EU
and Turkey so that these issues can be
addressed critically.
CDU also devotes a section to
Turkey in its programme entitled
“Reorganization of relations with
Turkey” and is of the view that Turkey
has a great strategic and economic
importance for Germany and the
EU, and that Turkey and Germany
have close ties due to humanitarian
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contacts. However, the CDU does not
hesitate to state that they observe that
Turkey is moving away from the EU’s
political membership criteria such as
democracy, rule of law and respect
for human rights. According to the
CDU, new perspectives are needed in
relations with Turkey and it is stated
Turkey’s full membership to the EU will
not be supported by the CDU.
The Green Party also takes a tough
stance on Turkey. The Greens also
emphasize in the party programme
that Turkey’s accession negotiations
should be restarted, but this will only
be possible if Turkey can return to
democracy and the rule of law. In
the programme, which includes the
determination to focus on the “reasons
that connect Turkey and the EU
rather than the reasons that separate
them from each other”, it is stated
that Turkey-Germany relations are
“close and multifaceted” due to their
common migration history. The Greens
also think that the 18 March Turkey-EU
Statement dubbed the “migrant deal”
undermines international asylum law
and should be repealed. Attaching
great importance to fundamental issues
such as democracy and human rights,
the Greens convey the message that
the recent developments regarding
the rule of law and human rights in
Turkey are followed with concern and
that they stand by those who fight for
democracy and the rule of law, equality
and human rights in Turkey. Reversal of
Turkey’s decision to leave the İstanbul
Convention is also among the party’s
expectations from Ankara.
FDP’s current party programme
is dominated by the view that the
accession negotiations should come to
an end, which was also the case in the
run up to the 2017 elections. Arguing
that the 18 March Turkey-EU Statement
undermines international asylum law
and should thus be terminated; the
FDP claims that a Turkey which has
difficulties with democracy cannot
become an EU member.
Given the diverse perspectives,
how the next German coalition
is shaped will also affect Turkey’s
relations not only with Germany but
also with the EU.

Printing House:
Ankara Ofset

Büyük Sanayi 1. Cadde
Necatibey İş Hanı Alt Kat No:
93/43-44
İskitler - Ankara / TURKEY

