
�ISSUE 76   . September 202�

IKV’s Trustee Organisations:

19 65

LETTER FROM IKV TO INTA COMMITTEE 
ON THE CUSTOMS UNION

Ahead of the debate on the future of the Customs Union, IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu 
expressed IKV’s views in a letter addressed to members of the European Parliament’s Committee on 

International Trade (INTA). 

IKV’s views as expressed in the letter 
dated 27 August 202� are as follows:  

“The Turkey-EU Customs 
Union has entered into operation 
in �996 and is based on the Ankara 
Agreement which created an 
Association between Turkey and the 
then European Economic Community. 
Whereas Turkey made an application 
to join the EC in �987, this application 
was rejected by the EC Commission 
on grounds of inadequacy although 
Turkey’s eligibility for membership 
was acknowledged. Relations 
continued on the path of the Ankara 
Agreement and the entry into force 
of the Customs Union in �996 marked 
the transition to the final stage of the 
Association. 

The Customs Union can be 
seen as a success story that elevated 
Turkey-EU relations to a new level 
despite the lack of progress in the 
accession perspective. Paradoxically, 
negotiation chapters in Turkey’s 
accession process which were 
related with the Customs Union were 
suspended in 2006 by the Council of 
the EU due to the Cyprus issue. Turkish 
industry became an indispensable 
part of EU value chains especially in 
automotive, household appliances, 
and chemical sectors. However, due 
to changes taking place in world trade 
and EU trade strategies as well as 
technological advances, an upgrading 
of the Customs Union became an 
urgent necessity.

One of the most important points 
to take into account while studying 
the EU-Turkey Customs Union is 
the principle of the free movement 
of industrial goods (and processed 
agricultural goods) between the 
parties as expressed in Article 3 of 
the �/95 Decision of the Association 
Council.  A product manufactured 
in Turkey according to EU standards 
or imported from a third country in 
compliance with the necessary import 
requirements can acquire an A.TR 
document. This document means that 
the product can be exported to the 
EU free of customs tariffs and quotas. 
It also means that the product is in 
free circulation inside the Customs 
Union without the need for additional 

documentation such as a certificate 
of origin which would be needed in 
the case of a Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA). The same is true for products 
originating from EU Member States 
and which are imported to Turkey.

The report to be discussed at the 
Committee on � September, argues 
that a customs union necessitates 
a considerable level of political 
integration which is lacking at the 
moment in the Turkey-EU relationship. 
The authors conclude that replacing 
the Customs Union with an FTA should 
also be considered as a plausible 
option for the future of the relations. 
However, the Positive Agenda which 
was proposed by the European 
Council as a mechanism to revitalise 
Turkey-EU relations already included 
the aim of the modernisation of the 
Customs Union and resolving the 
current difficulties in its functioning. 
While it may be difficult to ignore 
the present political problems in 
Turkey-EU relations, it would also 
be quite erroneous to argue that 
any hopes for a revitalisation of the 
Turkey-EU relationship are lost. The 
Positive Agenda proposed by the 
European Council in October 2020 
and recently elaborated in the June 
European Council, aims to revitalise 
the relationship including proposals 
for the modernisation of the Customs 
Union, restart of high level dialogues, 
people-to-people contacts and 
support to Syrian refugees. While 

Turkey’s accession process has come 
to a standstill, the membership 
perspective has not been officially 
renounced either by Turkey or the EU. 
Therefore, the premise of the report 
on the political aspects of Turkey-EU 
relations are quite partial and do not 
reflect the whole picture. 

It is our opinion that the 
Turkey-EU Customs Union which 
encompasses industrial goods 
should remain intact and should 
not be transformed into an FTA 
due to the benefits of the principle 
of free movement of goods which 
differentiates a customs union from 
an FTA as a more advanced level of 
trade liberalisation. As the application 
of the UK-EU FTA has already shown, 
the need for certificate of origin and 
import restrictions based on the 
local content of the product create 
cumbersome procedures and hinder 
free trade between the parties. 
Therefore, the preservation of the 
Customs Union while modernising it 
with an effective dispute resolution 
mechanism and also expanding 
the scope of the trade relationship 
to include agriculture, services and 
public procurement seems to be the 
best route available to the parties at 
the moment.

The Customs Union between 
Turkey and the EU is based on 
an Association which aims to 
establish free movement of factors 
of production between Turkey 

and the EU so as to prepare the 
country for the possibility of a 
future membership. Abrogating the 
Customs Union would also mean 
abrogating the Ankara Agreement 
thereby placing the Turkey-EU 
relationship on an even more 
slippery slope than today. The Ankara 
Agreement is still the basic document 
providing a framework to Turkey-EU 
relations. Following the de facto 
suspension of accession negotiations, 
the parties could refer to the 
provisions of the Ankara Agreement 
in order to revitalise the relationship 
by modernising the Customs Union. 
The other aspects of the Positive 
Agenda which were foreseen by the 
European Council were restarting 
high level dialogues, people-
to-people contacts and refugee 
cooperation which were not included 
in the Association relationship but 
which may be seen as necessary 
additions to it in line with current 
developments.

Turkey as a customs union 
partner is also under the obligation to 
adapt to the EU’s commercial policy 
and common commercial tariff with 
respect to trade with third countries. 
This means that whenever the EU 
signs an FTA with a third country, Turkey 
has to follow and start negotiations 
with that country. In several cases this 
may lead to some delays which create 
an asymmetrical situation whereby the 
third country’s goods can enter the 
Turkish market without any charges or 
restrictions due to the Customs Union 
whereas Turkish goods do not enjoy 
quote-free access to the third country 
market until a separate FTA is signed 
between Turkey and the country in 
question. Turkey began to apply some 
additional duties to goods originating 
from third countries entering the 
Turkish market via EU Member States. 
This situation led to complaints by EU 
exporters since they were faced with 
additional barriers in entering the 
Turkish market. However, within the 
framework of the Turkey-EU Positive 
Agenda, technical talks started on the 
resolution of the current problems 
in the functioning of the Customs 
Union and Turkey’s Ministry of Trade 

took steps to solve these particular 
problems. 

In addition to this problem, it is 
possible to cite additional difficulties 
in the functioning of the Customs 
Union such as transport quotas 
applied to Turkish trucks carrying 
export goods to the European market 
and need for an effective dispute 
resolution mechanism. All these are 
included in the agenda of a probable 
modernisation of the Customs Union 
which would necessitate the start 
of official talks between Turkey and 
the EU. The modernisation process is 
also expected to entail an upgrade 
of the trade relationship between 
Turkey and the EU including the 
expansion of the relationship to 
agricultural goods, services and 
public procurement. There is already 
a decision of the Association Council 
regarding the liberalisation of 
agricultural trade (Decision �/98). 
Liberalisation of services, public 
procurement markets or agricultural 
trade may be agreed between Turkey 
and the EU by way of additional 
Association Council decisions or 
additional trade agreements. 

In a nutshell, I would like to 
draw your attention to the link 
between the Customs Union and 
Ankara Agreement and underline 
that the replacement of the 
Customs Union with an FTA would 
also damage the applicability of 
the Ankara Agreement. Moreover, 
economic analyses show us that a 
customs union guaranteeing the 
free movement of goods without 
formalities such as certificate of 
origin or restrictive requirements 
such as local content of products 
enhance bilateral trade. In the case 
of the Turkey-EU Customs Union, 
Turkey’s role in European value 
chains and a dynamic and up-to-date 
trade relationship is relevant for the 
effectiveness of the Single European 
Market. Taking into account the twin 
priorities of the EU, i.e. the Green Deal 
and digitalisation, the modernisation 
of the current Customs Union could 
provide an effective framework for 
the upgrading of the Turkey-EU trade 
relationship.”
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The Union of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges of 

Turkey (TOBB) President M. Rifat 
Hisarcıklıoğlu came together 
with European Commissioner 
for Neighbourhood and 
Enlargement Olivér Várhelyi 
at a working dinner hosted 
in his honour at TOBB on 6 
September 202�. The working 
dinner was also attended by 
Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Director for EU Affairs 

Ambassador Faruk Kaymakcı, 
IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu 
and Head of the EU Delegation 
to Turkey Ambassador Nikolaus 
Meyer-Landrut. 

During the working dinner, 
views were exchanged on 
multiple dimensions of 
Turkey-EU relations including 
the strengthening of Turkey’s EU 
perspective, the modernisation 
of the Turkey-EU Customs Union 
and visa liberalisation.

EUROPEAN ENLARGEMENT COMMISSIONER VÁRHELYI 
VISITED TOBB 

TURKEY-EU JCC MEMBERS CALLED FOR COVID-19 VACCINATION
On �8 August 202�, members of 

the Turkish wing of the Turkey-
EU Joint Consultative Committee 
(JCC) released a joint statement 
calling for vaccination against 
the coronavirus. The statement 
jointly issued by        HAK-İŞ Trade 
Union Confederation (HAK-İŞ), 
Confederation of Civil Servants’ 
Unions (MEMUR-SEN), Confederation 
of Tradesmen and Craftsmen of 
Turkey (TESK), Confederation of 
Trade Unions of Turkey (TÜRK-İŞ), 
Confederation of Employers’ Unions 
of Turkey (TİSK), Confederation of 
Public Employees’ Unions of Turkey 
(Turkey 
KAMU-SEN), Union of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges of Turkey 
(TOBB) and Union of Agricultural 
Chambers of Turkey (TZOB) reads as 
follows:

“We are trade unions and 
professional organizations 
representing Turkey’s workers, 
farmers, employers, civil servants, 
tradesmen, merchants, industrialists 
and producers.

Recently, the number of cases 
caused by coronavirus has reached 
an unsettling level again.

It could take a lot longer to stop 
the pandemic if we’re not cautious.

Last year we were fighting 

against an unknown enemy.
We did not know the effects of 

the disease; we were acting with very 
limited information about treatment 
methods.

Thanks to the selfless work of 
scientists, treatment methods were 
developed.

The vaccine, the best hope of 
ending the pandemic, has come 
into play.

The introduction of vaccines is 
the biggest factor in the fight against 
the pandemic.

Taking precautions against the 
pandemic, being vaccinated is as 
much a social responsibility as it is an 
individual sensitivity.

Vaccination has become an 
essential necessity in order not to 
disrupt education, work and social 
life.

Because we have not yet 
achieved social immunity.

You can’t achieve immunity 
without at least two doses of the 
vaccine.

The vast majority of our active 
cases and hospitalized patients are 
unvaccinated.

We don’t want to go back to the 
days of lockdown.

Therefore, our first priority is for 
all our citizens to take precautions as 
responsible individuals and to fulfill 
their duty to society with vaccination.

We have to be vaccinated to 
protect our loved ones.

We invite our citizens over 
the age of 50 to get their 3rd dose 
vaccine as soon as possible and our 
citizens who have not received two 
doses of the vaccine to get their 
second vaccine.”

In a statement issued on 9 August 
202�, in the wake of the wildfires 

in the Mediterranean and Aegean 
regions, indicating that those have 
deeply affected all nations, IKV 
Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu said 

that the frequency and intensity of 
fires and similar natural disasters 
were exacerbated by the negative 
effects of climate change. Stating 
that a supranational arrangement 
to address wildfires was essential, 

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu made the 
following remarks:

“Both national statistics and 
the data collected under the EU’s 
Copernicus Programme reveal that 
there is a rapid increase in the course 
of extreme natural events. These 
events, which have intensified due 
to the impact of climate change, 
manifest themselves as extreme 
temperatures, excessive drought, 
and a decrease in precipitation 
in the Mediterranean. As a result, 
coupled with the negative effect of 
urbanisation, wildfires, and floods 
resulting from sudden rainfalls 
are more likely to occur. Regional 
countries which share a common 
fate could unite and form an 
emergency task force to be used to 

provide support in case of natural 
disasters in the Mediterranean.”

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu stated 
that Turkey was already part of the 
EU Civil Protection Mechanism and 
in this context, Turkey could benefit 
from the rescEU support pool which 
could be used in emergencies:

“Due to the rapid spread of 
wildfires affecting residential areas, 
Turkey requested assistance under 
the EU Civil Protection Mechanism 
and Croatia and Spain provided 
support by sending their firefighting 
planes. Turkey cooperates with the 
EU both by participating in this 
mechanism and through the use of 
EU’s land and climate monitoring 
data within the scope of the 
Copernicus Programme. However, 

the creation of a task force and an 
organisational arrangement for 
responding to extreme natural 
events and disasters caused by 
climate change in the region, paying 
particular attention to the challenges 
faced by Mediterranean countries, 
will undoubtedly provide a stronger 
response capacity. Furthermore, the 
establishment of an arrangement 
where Mediterranean countries 
could discuss their common 
problems and come up with 
solutions, would result in a common 
structure where countries could 
act together not only on disasters 
relating to climate change, but also 
on other cross-border issues such 
as migration. As IKV, we present this 
proposal to the public.”

“A MEDITERRANEAN TASK FORCE SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED 
AGAINST NATURAL DISASTERS”
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Turkey activated the EU Civil 
Protection Mechanism due 

to massive wildfires in its 
southwestern coasts.

Turkey-EU JCC Turkish wing 
members issued a joint 

statement on the forest fires in 
Turkey.

Turkey completed the Tokyo 
Olympic Games with a total of 

13 medals, breaking its own 
record.

UN’s Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change released 

its latest assessment report on 
climate change.

Floods caused by heavy rain hit 
the Black Sea region of Turkey, 

claiming over 70 lives.

The Taliban takeover of Kabul 
sent shockwaves through the 

international community.

EU foreign ministers convened 
to discuss the situation in 

Afghanistan.

Turkey-EU JCC Turkish wing 
members issued a joint 

statement calling for vaccination 
against COVID-19.

Turkey became integrated into 
the EU Digital Certificate system.

President Erdoğan spoke with 
European Council President 

Michel over the phone.

G7 leaders held an emergency 
meeting to coordinate 

international response to the 
crisis in Afghanistan.

German Foreign Minister Maas 
paid a working visit to Turkey.

The US completed its withdrawal 
from Afghanistan.

IKV Istanbul EU Information Center 
organised a webinar entitled 
“European Green Deal Financing 
Supports”.

IKV Secretary General Nas 
participated in the “Güne Bakış” 
programme on Medyascope.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu issued a 
statement highlighting the need 
for a supranational arrangement 
to address wildfires in the 
Mediterranean.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu paid a 
courtesy visit to Trade Minister 
Muş in İstanbul.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu assessed 
the latest developments on 
Ekotürk TV.

IKV attended the 7th meeting of 
the “Customs Union Modernisation 
Working Group” hosted by the 
Ministry of Trade.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu outlined 
IKV’s views on the Turkey-EU 
Customs Union in a letter 
addressed to INTA Committee 
members.

AUGUST 2021

1965
2020

IKV SECRETARY GENERAL NAS TOOK PART IN 
“GÜNE BAKIŞ” PROGRAMME

IKV Secretary General Assoc. Prof. 
Çiğdem Nas participated in the 

“Güne Bakış” programme broadcast 
on Medyascope on 5 August 202� 
and shared her views on the 
wildfires in Turkey’s Mediterranean 
and Aegean regions. Assoc. Prof. 
Nas indicated that the increasing 
wildfires in Turkey as well as 
all over the world were closely 
related to the climate crisis and 
emphasized the need for more 
extensive preparations for such 
natural disasters. Pointing out that 
the wildfires spread easier and 
are more difficult to extinguish 
particularly in summer months 
when there is drought, Assoc. Prof. 
Nas reminded that vigilance should 

be exercised during these months 
and shortcomings in firefighting 
equipment should be eliminated. IKV 
Secretary General Nas highlighted 
the need to develop cooperation 
with the Mediterranean countries 
located in the same climate zone 

as Turkey on natural disaster 
preparedness and joint response. Nas 
underlined that establishing a joint 
response task force which would 
operate in coordination with the EU’s 
Civil Protection Mechanism would be 
extremely convenient in this regard.

IKV ATTENDED THE CUSTOMS UNION 
WORKING GROUP MEETING

IKV participated in the seventh 
meeting of the “Customs Union 

Modernisation Working Group” 
hosted by the Ministry of Trade 
on 24 August 202�. The online 
meeting was moderated by 
Hüsnü Dilemre, Director General 
for International Agreements and 
EU Affairs at the Ministry of Trade. 

During the meeting where the 
latest developments regarding the 
modernisation of the Turkey-EU 
Customs Union were discussed, 
non-governmental and business 
organisations shared their 
expectations and views on the 
subject. IKV Secretary General Assoc. 
Prof. Çiğdem Nas gave information 

about IKV’s activities on the subject. 
Attending the meeting alongside 
IKV Secretary General Nas were IKV 
Deputy Secretary General M. Gökhan 
Kilit, Research Manager Çisel İleri 
and Brussels Representative Haluk 
Nuray. At the meeting, Haluk Nuray 
provided information about the 
related developments in Brussels.

IKV SECRETARY GENERAL NAS ATTENDED THE 
PROGRAMME “BİR KADIN” ON MEDYASCOPE

On 9 August 202�, IKV 
Secretary General Assoc. 

Prof. Çiğdem Nas was the 
guest of the programme “Bir 
Kadın”, prepared and presented 
by Gökçe Çiçek Kösedağı on 
Medyascope. The programme 
hosts a woman from Turkey 
every week and the guests are 

asked questions about their 
lives and careers. In this episode 
focusing on IKV Secretary 
General Çiğdem Nas, her 
education and career as well as 
Turkey-EU relations, history of 
the IKV and its impact on the 
relations were among the topics 
discussed. 
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The decision of the US to withdraw 
from Afghanistan triggered a 

series of new developments and 
pushed Afghanistan into chaos and 
turmoil while creating controversy 
and criticism in the West regarding 
the handling of the Afghan crisis. 
With the fall of the capital Kabul into 
Taliban’s control, many Afghans are 
trying to leave the country in fear 
of their lives and the developments 
in Afghanistan sits very high on the 
world’s agenda. 

Regarding the recent 
developments in Afghanistan, 
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt 
Çavuşoğlu stated that it is necessary 
to see what kind of government will 
be formed in Afghanistan. Foreign 
Minister Çavuşoğlu expressed his 
view by stating that a government 
that is inclusive of all parties is 
everyone’s wish and also talked 
about Turkey’s efforts to deliver 
humanitarian aid to the country.

EU foreign ministers 
convened virtually to discuss the 
developments in Afghanistan 
on �7 August 202�. During their 
extraordinary meeting, EU foreign 
ministers emphasized the need to 
ensure the safe evacuation of EU 
citizens and local staff. Furthermore, 
ministers called for the protection of 
all human life and for the immediate 
restoration of security and civil 
order with respect for fundamental 
rights. EU High Representative for 

Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
Josep Borrell highlighted that there 
is an Afghan influx and there will 
be a lot of Afghans trying to bypass 
Turkey and destined for Europe. In 
this regard, High Representative 
Borrell underlined that Turkey will 
play a crucial role in preventing 
the Afghan refugees from entering 
Europe. 

EU foreign ministers also stressed 
that cooperation with any future 
Afghan government will depend 
on a peaceful and inclusive solution 
and respect for the fundamental 
rights of all Afghans, especially 
of women, youth and persons 
belonging to minorities, as well 
as Afghanistan’s international 
obligations to fight corruption and 

prevent the use of Afghanistan 
territory by terrorist organisations. 

The grave situation unfolding in 
Afghanistan was also on the agenda 
of NATO foreign ministers who 
gathered for an extraordinary virtual 
meeting on 20 August. The 30 NATO 
allies pledged to focus their efforts 
on the safe evacuation of citizens of 
member countries and partners of 
the alliance from Afghanistan while 
expressing concern about the grave 
events in the country. They called for 
an immediate end to violence in the 
face of reports of Taliban atrocities 
and serious human rights violations 
and abuse across Afghanistan. NATO 
foreign ministers stressed that the 
new rulers in Kabul must ensure that 
the country does not become a safe 

haven for terrorism.
As a crucial actor in the region, 

Turkey has been engaged in intense 
diplomacy both with countries in 
the region and leading international 
actors concerning the developments 
in Afghanistan. President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan addressed the 
situation in Afghanistan and a 
potential migrant wave in from 
the country in a phone call with 
European Council President Charles 
Michel on 22 August. During the call 
in which ways to improve Turkey-
EU relations were also discussed, 
President Erdoğan conveyed to 
Michel that Turkey, which is already 
hosting around 5 million refugees, 
would not be able to shoulder the 
burden of a new migration wave.

Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky, German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson, Greek Prime Minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis and Iraqi Prime 
Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi were 
among the leaders with whom 
President Erdoğan discussed the 
situation in Afghanistan. 

The diplomatic traffic regarding 
the situation in Afghanistan 
continued with Turkish Foreign 
Minister Çavuşoğlu participating in 
the G7 Foreign Ministers Meeting 
on 30 August and Foreign Ministers 
of Germany and the Netherlands 
visiting Turkey on 29 August and on 
2 September, respectively. 

Speaking at the joint press 
conference after his meeting with 
German Foreign Minister Heiko 
Maas in Antalya, Turkish Foreign 
Minister Çavuşoğlu reiterated 
that having sufficiently fulfilled its 
humanitarian and moral obligations 
regarding migration, Turkey was in 
no position to take on the burden 
of an additional migrant wave from 
Afghanistan. Meanwhile, at the joint 
press conference with his Dutch 
counterpart Sigrid Kaag, Foreign 
Minister Çavuşoğlu ruled out any 
migrant deal with the EU solely 
limited to financial aid and urged 
joint international action for handling 
a potential refugee influx from 
Afghanistan.

THE SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN HIGH ON THE AGENDA 
OF TURKEY AND THE EU

The European Commission  
adopted three equivalence 

decisions for Turkey, North 
Macedonia and Ukraine regarding 
the EU Digital COVID Certificate 
on �9 August 202�. The respective 
implementing decisions for each 
of these three countries establish 
“the equivalence of COVID-�9 
certificates issued by these countries 
in accordance with Regulation 
(EU) 202�/953 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council for the 
purpose of facilitating the right to 
free movement within the EU”. 

The decision came after 
the European Commission 
carried out technical tests 
that proved the compatibility 

and the interoperability of the 
COVID-�9 vaccination, test and 
recovery certificates issued under 

Turkey‘s “Health Pass” system 
with the standards set out by the 
aforementioned EU Regulation. 

Similarly, the system also allows for 
the verification of the authenticity, 
validity and integrity of the 
certificates. In practice, this will 
mean that both the EU and these 
countries will accept each other’s 
COVID certificates on a reciprocity 
basis, making travel easier and safer 
for people who have the required 
information on their certificates 
without having to encounter 
pandemic related restrictions set in 
place by the Member States.

The EU Digital COVID Certificate, 
which came into effect across the EU 
in time for the summer travel season 
on � July 202�, includes necessary 
essential information as to the 
identity of the holder as well as data 

relating to whether the holder of the 
certificate is either vaccinated fully 
with an European Medicines Agency 
(EMA) approved vaccine at least �4 
days before the date of travel; or had 
COVID-�9 and recovered not longer 
than �80 days prior to the date of 
travel; or tested negative with a PCR 
test taken within 72 hours before the 
travel date. 

The vaccines approved by the 
EMA so far are those by BioNTech-
Pfizer, AstraZeneca, Moderna and 
Johnson and Johnson. While Member 
States have to accept these vaccines, 
entry requirements regarding the 
other vaccines not yet approved by 
the EMA may show variations for 
individual Member States.

TURKEY INTEGRATED INTO EU DIGITAL COVID 
CERTIFICATE SYSTEM
COVID-�9 certificates issued by Turkey will be accepted by the EU as of 20 August 202�.
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FDI INFLOWS TO 
TURKEY SURGED 13% IN 
JANUARY-MAY PERIOD
The Head of the Presidential 

Investment Office Ahmet 
Burak Dağlıoğlu announced that 
foreign direct investment (FDI) 
inflows to Turkey in the period 
of January-May 202� increased 
by �3% compared to the same 
period last year and reached 3.35 
billion dollars. 

The recent joint venture 
of the US carmaker Ford and 
Koç Holding with a 2.3� billion 
dollars electric vehicle and 
battery factory investment of 
Ford Otosan is remarkable while 
the 375 million investment 
made by PSA International and 
IFM Investors into the Mersin 
International Port as well as 
production bases founded by 
Chinese phone producers Oppo, 

Xiaomi, TCL, Realme and Tecno 
Mobile in Turkey are signs of 
the continued investor appetite 
in Turkey. Italian automotive 
products supplier Eldor’s �00 
million dollars investment in the 
Aegean Free Zone in İzmir is also 
among the significant foreign 
investments in the country. With 
its FDI performance, Turkey once 
again proved immune to crises 
and shocks and appeared as a 
safe haven with robust economic 
fundamentals.

E-commerce and gaming 
sectors in Turkey have also 
attracted considerable amount 
of investment. In the first half 
of 202�, Turkish technology 
companies received �.26 billion 
dollars in early-stage investments.

TURKEY DUBBED “STAR OF EUROPEAN TECH” AS TURKISH
E-COMMERCE GIANT ACQUIRED “DECACORN” STATUS
Turkish e-commerce company 

Trendyol announced that it 
entered into agreements with a 
number of high-profile foreign 
investors to raise �.5 billion dollars. 
The company’s valuation has 
reached �6.5 billion dollars, making 
it Turkey’s first “decacorn”, a term 
used for companies over �0 billion 
dollars value. The latest round 
funding was co-led by General 
Atlantic, SoftBank Vision Fund 2, 
as well as Princeville Capital and 
sovereign wealth funds, ADQ (UAE) 
and the Qatar Investment Authority.

Trendyol which is one of 
Turkey’s leading e-commerce 
platforms in Turkey was backed in 
20�8 by Chinese online company 
Alibaba. Over the last three years, 
the firm grew its gross merchandise 
value by about 20 times. The 
Chinese giant increased its stake 
to 86.5% after the transaction 
and invested a further 350 million 
dollars in Trendyol earlier this year 

in a capital increase, enabling the 
startup to hit 9.4 billion dollars. In 
October, the company entered 
the European market through 
a website serving 27 countries, 
including Italy, Spain and the U.K. 

On the other hand, Trendyol’s main 
competitor Hepsiburada became 
the first Turkish company listed on 
the Nasdaq stock exchange and its 
value hit 3.9 billion dollars.

Moreover, Turkish rapid delivery 

company Getir founded in 20�5 
has tripled its valuation to over 7.5 
billion dollars since March 202� after 
raising 555 million dollars in its latest 
funding round with international 
tech investors. Getir plans to invest 

the proceeds in launching its 
operations in Paris and Berlin this 
month following rollouts in London 
and Amsterdam, with several cities 
in the United States.

Turkey’s entrepreneurial 
business culture with its young and 
tech savvy population is attracting 
significant investments from 
global players. Financial Times (FT) 
published a news article titled “How 
Turkey Became a Star of European 
Tech” on the rising power of the 
Turkish entrepreneurship ecosystem 
on �2 August 202�.  According to 
FT, this year’s hottest new idea in 
online retail started not in Silicon 
Valley but in İstanbul. The Turkish 
entrepreneurship sector has raised 
four unicorns including online 
gaming companies Peak Games 
and Dream Games, together with  
e-commerce platforms Trendyol and 
Hepsiburada; many other startups 
were able to get funding from 
investors during the pandemic.

TURKEY’S PARTICIPATION IN PESCO PROJECT 
MET WITH RESISTANCE FROM AUSTRIA

Turkey’s request to participate 
in the Military Mobility Project 

under the Permanent Structured 
Cooperation (PESCO) was met 
with opposition from Austria. In an 
interview published on the German 
daily Welt am Sonntag on 24 July 202�, 
Austrian Defence Minister Klaudia 
Tanner voiced Vienna’s opposition to 
Turkey’s participation in the Dutch-led 
Military Mobility project claiming that 
Turkey did not sufficiently fulfil the 
admission criteria for third countries 
citing concerns over democracy and 
good neighbourly relations. Arguing 
that there was currently no dialogue 
between Ankara and the EU on key 
security and defence matters, the 
Austrian Defence Minister expressed 
the view that it was unlikely for 
Turkey to participate in EU’s defence 
initiatives in the foreseeable future. 

PESCO projects have been open 
for third country participation since 
November 2020 when conditions 
governing third country participation 
were finally laid out. It is important 
to note that it took the EU nearly 
three years of tough negotiations 
to finalise these largely because of 
Greek and Greek Cypriot objections 
over Turkey’s potential participation. 
In line with the rules, a third country, 
which could add value to a PESCO 
project, could be invited to participate 
on a case-by-case basis as long 

as it meets the specified political, 
substantive and legal conditions. 
The country in question is expected 
to share the values on which the EU 
is built upon, not contravene the 
defence and security interests of the 
EU and the Member States, and have 
an agreement on sharing classified 
information with the EU as well as an 
administrative arrangement with the 
European Defence Agency. Under 
the procedure, after a third country 
applies to participate in a PESCO 
project, the project members, acting 
by unanimity, shall agree whether 
the third country meets the relevant 
conditions and inform the High 
Representative and the Council. 
The final decision on the matter 
lies with the Council which shall be 

made by unanimity vote among the 
25 Member States participating in 
PESCO. 

Turkey had submitted a formal 
request to be included in the Military 
Mobility project which is among 
the 46 projects under PESCO in May.  
The project, which aims at easing 
and standardising the procedures 
for cross-border mobility of military 
personnel and equipment, is seen 
vital for EU-NATO cooperation. The 
US, Canada and Norway are the non-
EU countries currently participating 
in the Military Mobility project. 
Turkish officials have warned that 
if it creates new fault lines, PESCO 
has literally no chance to succeed 
or to contribute to the transatlantic 
security architecture.
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TURKEY-EU WATCH

Turrkey has exhibited outstanding 
success at the 2020 Tokyo 

Olympic Games which took place 
between 23 July and 8 August 
202� after being postponed due 
to the COVID-�9 pandemic. Turkish 
gymnasts completed the Tokyo 
Olympics with two gold, two silver 
and nine bronze medals bringing 
the total number of medals won 
to �3. Turkey’s performance in 
the Tokyo Olympics was hailed 
as its most successful Olympic 
performance to date. 

On 3� July, the 22 year old 
Mete Gazoz won Turkey’s first ever 
gold medal in archery. Moreover, 
Turkish female boxers have shown 
remarkable performance in boxing. 
Turkey experienced the joy of 
winning its second gold medal after 
the 23 year old Busenaz Sürmeli 
defeated her Chinese rival Hong Gu 
in the 69 kg women’s boxing final 
and thus bringing home the first 
gold medal in boxing. Meanwhile, 
the 25 year old Buse Naz Çakıroğlu 
won the silver medal in flyweight 
boxing bringing Turkey the first 
silver medal in this field.

Karate has been another field 
where Turkish athletes showed 
remarkable success. In karate, Eray 
Şamdan won a silver medal while 
Uğur Aktaş, Merve Çoban and Ali 
Sofuoğlu won bronze medals. The 
28 year old Ferhat Arıcan won the 

bronze medal in gymnastics which 
marked another first for Turkey. 
Yasemin Adar became the first 
female wrestler to win a medal in 
the Olympic Games. In addition, 
in men’s wrestling, where Turkey 
is accustomed to winning medals, 

both Taha Akgül and Rıza Kayalp 
won two bronze medals in �25 kilos 
freestyle and �30 kilos Greco Roman, 
respectively.

Turkey also broke its previous 
record at the Tokyo 2020 Summer 
Paralympic Games which opened 

on 24 August. At the time of writing, 
Turkish archer Nihat Türkmenoğlu 
won a gold medal setting a new 
Paralympic record in archery, as 
Öznur Cüre and Bülent Korkmaz 
clinched Turkey’s first silver medals in 
this field while Bahattin Hekimoğlu 
won a bronze medal. Meanwhile, 
Turkey’s national women’s goalball 
team won a gold medal beating the 
US in the finals.

In another first for Turkey, 
Abdullah Öztürk bagged a gold 
medal in table tennis while Ali Öztürk, 
Nesim Turan and Kübra Korkut won 
bronze medals. Meanwhile, shooter 
Ayşegül Pehlivanlar clinched a silver 
medal in the P2 women’s �0-meter 
air pistol event. In taekwondo, 
Meryem Çavdar won a silver medal in 
the women’s 49 kg K44 event while 
Mahmut Bozkete claimed a bronze 
medal in the men’s 6� kg K44 event. 
Moreover, Turkish powerlifter Besra 
Duman and judo athletes Recep 
Çiftçi and Zeynep Çelik won bronze 
medals. Swimmer Sevilay Öztürk 
claimed a bronze medal in women’s 
backstroke final, winning Turkey’s first 
Paralympic medal in swimming. 

TURKEY BROKE ITS OWN RECORD AT THE TOKYO 
OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES

TURKEY TO RESUME IN-PERSON EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS 
THANKS TO VACCINATION SURGE 
President Recep Tayyip 

Erdoğan announced on �9 
August 202� that the schools in 
Turkey would resume in-person 
education on 6 September. After 
a year of mostly remote and at 
best hybrid education at schools 
due to the COVID-�9 pandemic, 
Minister of National Education 
Mahmut Özer said that as one 
of the basic needs of children, 
education is not “something that 
cannot be postponed any longer.” 
Health Minister Fahrettin Koca also 
stated that it is not possible to 
“compromise in-person education” 
and mentioned that vaccination is 
“a social responsibility that can’t be 
left to choice anymore”. 

Giving green light to in-person 
education means nearly a total of 
20 million students, teachers and 
staff will be having face-to-face 
interactions on a daily basis. This 
situation makes vaccination even 
more important. Turkey had started 
the vaccination programme on �4 
January with healthcare workers. 
It was then extended to include 
teachers and school staff over the 
age of 40 on �8 May. Most recently, 
everyone aged �8 and over have 

the right to vaccination as of 25 
June. The decision to vaccinate 
those between the ages of �5-�8, 
apart from those who are at risk 
for health reasons, is still being 
discussed. 

After relaxing the measures 
relating to the pandemic on � 
July, the daily number of cases has 

been increasing but so has the 
rate of vaccination, too. According 
to numbers issued by the 
Ministry of Health, 78.24% of the 
population have receive one dose 
of vaccination as of � September 
and 60.20% had two doses. These 
numbers are respectively 84.06% 
and 72.6% for the teachers. Since 6 

September has been announced 
as the day schools will reopen, 
the government speeded up the 
vaccination of the teachers and 
also set out new guidelines for local 
authorities to make the in-person 
education safer for everyone. 
According to the new guidelines 
issued, it is recommended for 

parents, teachers, education staff, 
school bus drivers and canteen 
employees to be fully vaccinated. 
Once schools are open, it will be 
a requirement for teachers and 
other school staff to be tested 
twice a week free of charge and 
have negative results. It will also 
be required for schools to stock 
enough masks - provided by the 
Ministry of National Education - for 
staff and students and to dispose of 
them properly. All students, except 
for those with developmental 
problems, and teachers will be 
required to wear masks to school. 
Parents will only be allowed at 
school under special circumstances 
and will also be required to wear 
masks during those times. Social 
distancing, limiting of lunch breaks 
and shorter class periods to avoid 
large numbers of students being 
together at the same time, setting 
up a “data integration system” to 
track the health status of teachers 
and students and increasing 
cleaning and proper ventilation 
of classrooms are among other 
measures to be implemented at 
schools to make the in-person 
education safer for everyone.
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THE WORLD OFFERED CONDOLENCES OVER DEADLY 
FLOODS IN TURKEY’S BLACK SEA REGION

On �� August 202�, flash floods 
and landslides occurred as a 

result of heavy rainfall in the Black 
Sea region of Turkey. The Disaster 
and Emergency Management 
Presidency (AFAD) reported that 
the number of people who died 
due to the flood in the Black Sea 
rose to 78. In the statement made 
by AFAD regarding the flash floods 
in the western Black Sea region, 
it was stated that 62 people in 
Kastamonu, �5 people in Sinop and 
� person in Bartın lost their lives 
and 7 people were being treated 
in hospitals. After the flood, it was 
announced that 34� people were 
evacuated from the Ulus district of 
Bartın, �,480 from Kastamonu, and 
560 from the Ayancık district and 
neighbourhoods of Sinop.

Condolence and solidarity 
messages poured in following 
the deadly floods claiming many 
lives in Turkey’s Black Sea region. 
The EU Delegation to Turkey, in a 
social media message, expressed 

concern over the consecutive 
disasters that had hit Turkey and 
extended EU’s sympathy for the 
deep sorrow caused by the floods. 
Turkey’s international partners 
including the US, the UK, Germany, 
Spain, Israel, Ireland, Belgium, Russia, 
China, Qatar, Iran, Jordan, Pakistan 
and Kyrgyzstan also conveyed their 
condolences and solidarity over 
the devastation caused by the flash 
floods.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky offered his condolences 
to Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan and stated that as Ukraine, 
they shared the pain of families 
whose loved ones were taken by 
the natural disaster and wished 
a speedy recovery to the victims. 
Extending his condolences to 
President Erdoğan in a telegram 
message, Serbian President 
Aleksandar Vučić voiced his deep 
shock on the floods and indicated 
Serbia’s readiness to provide friendly 
help and support to Turkey.

The chaotic scenes witnessed 
after the US withdrawal from 

Afghanistan have rekindled the 
debate on EU’s strategic autonomy. 
Strengthening the EU’s strategic 
autonomy and proposals for the 
creation of an “initial entry force” 
topped the agenda of EU defence 
ministers gathering at the Brdo 
Castle in Slovenia for their first such 
meeting since the West’s complete 
withdrawal from Afghanistan. 
The informal defence ministers’ 
meeting on � and 2 September 202� 
focused mainly on the security and 

defence implications of the crisis in 
Afghanistan and the lessons to be 
learned therefrom. 

Speaking after the informal 
EU Defence Ministerial, EU High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy Josep Borrell 
described the latest developments 
in Afghanistan as “catalysing history”. 
Stressing that shortcomings in EU’s 
strategic autonomy come at a price, 
High Representative Borrell made 
the case for the creation of an initial 
entry force of 5 thousand troops 
and went on to say that such a force 

would have helped the EU provide a 
security perimeter for the evacuation 
of EU citizens in Kabul.

In addition, during the informal 
defence ministers meeting, Germany 
floated the idea of triggering the 
never-before-used Article 44 of the 
Lisbon Treaty which allows for the 
creation of ad hoc “coalitions of the 
willing” between interested member 
states following a unanimous 
approval from the Council. 

The idea of creating an initial 
entry force is not new. A previous 
such attempt was made with the 

introduction of the “EU battlegroups” 
concept designed to enable rapid 
military response to crises. First 
proposed at the Helsinki European 
Council in �999, EU battlegroups 
consisting of �,500 troops have been 
fully operational since 2007, however 
they have never been used due 
to divergences over funding and 
reluctance on part of the Member 
States.  

The first proposals on the initial 
entry force are set to be presented in 
November with the ultimate aim of 
getting a deal in early 2022 when the 

EU’s leading military power, France 
will assume the six-month rotating 
presidency of the Council. However, 
not all Member States seem to be on 
board.  Eastern European countries 
and Baltic states in particular, 
remain sceptical since they fear 
that such initiatives could result in 
duplication of NATO’s capabilities 
and risk complicating transatlantic 
relations. Finding consensus among 
the 27 Member States with different 
strategic cultures would not be 
an easy task, it remains to be seen 
whether this time would be different.

STRATEGIC AUTONOMY DEBATE REKINDLED IN THE WAKE 
OF AFGHANISTAN CRISIS 
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“CODE RED FOR HUMANITY”: WHAT DOES THE SIXTH 
ASSESSMENT REPORT TELL ABOUT THE FUTURE OF CLIMATE?

 

The negative impacts of climate 
change have been on the 
rise and have become more 

and more noticeable throughout 
the world in the last decades. The 
situation is now tremendously 
alarming since extreme weather 
events such as extreme heat, floods, 
and wildfires have been occurring 
at an increasing speed. In fact, the 
combined land and ocean surface 
temperature in July 202� was higher 
than the 20th century average by 
0.93°C, which made July 202� the 
world’s “hottest month recorded”. 
202� also witnessed several deadly 
wildfires and floods throughout 
the world, but first and foremost 
in the Northern Hemisphere. The 
extreme weather events continue to 
threaten the global ecosystems and 
biodiversity, due to the increased 
acceleration of climate change.  

The Working Group I 
contribution to the Sixth Assessment 
Report by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 
released at a critical time and aiming 
at presenting the most recent 
physical understanding of the 
climate system and climate change, 
reiterates one of the most important 
conclusions of the Fifth Assessment 
Report: Climate change is intensifying 
and accelerating due to human 
activities and all the regions in the 
world are vulnerable in the face of 
climate change. 

The Main Findings of the Report
According to the Sixth 

Assessment Report, each decade 
has been hotter than the previous 
one in the past four decades. 
The report mentions that human 
influence most probably has a role 
in the increased globally averaged 
precipitation over land since �950. 

The report also assesses that the 
main driver of the global retreat 
of glaciers, sea-level rise, and the 
acidification and warming of oceans 
is most likely as a result of human 
actions. 

The Sixth Assessment 
Report also puts forward that the 
atmospheric CO2 concentrations 
in 20�9 were most likely higher 
than they had ever been for at 
least 2 million years, while the 
concentrations of CH4 and N2O 
were higher than they had been 
any time in at least 800,000 years. 
Moreover, since �750, the increases 
in CO2 (47%) and CH4 (�56%) 
concentrations have exceeded, while 
the increases in N20 (23%) are at a 
similar level with the natural 
multi-millennial changes between 
glacial and interglacial periods over 
at least the past 800,000 years. 

Five Grim Scenarios for the 
Future of Humanity

The Sixth Assessment Report 
presents five grim future climate 
scenarios based on greenhouse 
gas emissions (GHGs), land use 
and, air pollutants, which are taken 
into account in a wider range than 
the previous report. The high and 
very high GHG scenarios, SSP3-7.0 

and SSP5-8.5, foresee that the CO2 
emissions will have almost doubled 
in 2�00 or 2050, respectively. Based 
on this scenario, global warming of 
2°C would be exceeded in the 2�st 

century. On the other hand, the 
intermediate GHG scenario, SSP2-4.5, 
is likely to occur if emissions remain 
at the same level by mid-century, 
which would extremely likely result 
in exceeding global warming of 2°C. 
The scenarios involving low and very 
low GHG, however, are estimated to 
decline to net zero around or after 
2050, followed by varying levels of 
net negative CO2 emissions. Under 
this scenario, the report assesses that 
exceeding global warming of 2°C is 
extremely unlikely. 

Time to Act Faster
One of the most crucial facts 

put forward by the Sixth Assessment 
Report is that certain changes in 
mainly ocean, ice sheets, and global 
sea levels will become irreversible 
for centuries to millennia, due to 
the past and future GHG levels in 
the atmosphere. Every region in the 
world is expected to be affected by 
these changes, albeit to a different 
degree. Just as the �.5°C Special 
Report has stated previously, the 
global warming of 2°C is expected to 

bring about more widespread and 
critical consequences than a global 
warming of �.5°C. What is more, as 
the CO2 increases in the atmosphere, 
the ocean and carbon sinks are 
expected to be less effective at 
slowing the accumulation of CO2. 

The report shows that 
human-induced climate change has 
continued to intensify the global 
extreme weather events such as 
extreme heat, marine heatwaves, 
heavy precipitation, droughts, and 
tropical cyclones, as well as the loss of 
ice, snow cover, and permafrost over 
the years. Moreover, the changes in 
extremes are expected to become 
larger with every additional 0.5°C 
of global warming. In light of these 
facts, limiting human-induced 
climate change to �.5°C is of 
paramount importance. To do this, 
the report asserts that cumulative 
CO2 emissions should be limited to 
at least net zero, while also steadily 
reducing other GHGs. Reducing CH4 
emissions in a strong, rapid, and 
sustainable manner could also limit 
the warming effect and improve air 
quality, according to the report. 

The outcomes of the Working 
Group I contribution to the Sixth 
Assessment Report serve as a wake-up 
call that must be dealt with during 

the 26th Conference of the Parties 
(COP26) by all nations. The situation 
now is grim due to the fact that the 
world is expected to warm over 3°C 
by the end of the century, as a result 
of the current global climate policies. 
Under these circumstances, major 
emitters, particularly G20 member 
countries, need to commit themselves 
to net zero emission targets and 
take on more ambitious climate and 
energy policies. The COP26, which 
will be hosted by the UK and is set to 
convene in Glasgow between � and 
�2 November, is expected to reach a 
milestone for setting stronger climate 
goals and policies in line with the Paris 
Agreement by encouraging nations to 
raise and implement their nationally 
determined contributions. Just as 
the scientific outputs of the Fifth 
Assessment Report shaped the Paris 
Agreement before, the outputs of the 
Working Group I contribution to the 
Sixth Assessment Report could be also 
used as leverage in the negotiations 
for stronger and more determined 
global climate actions. Hence, the 
Sixth Assessment Report, which is 
regarded as a “code red for humanity” 
by the UN Secretary General António 
Guterres, will surely contribute to a 
more successful COP26 and a better 
future. 

The Sixth Assessment Report reveals that the changes in climate will become catastrophic and 
irreversible unless widespread, urgent and rapid greenhouse gas emission reductions are achieved in 

line with global warming of �.5°C.
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