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WORLD LEADERS GATHERED IN NEW YORK 
FOR UNGA 74

UNGA 74 was much-anticipated not only because of speeches by world leaders, but also because of the 
emotional speech by teen climate activist Greta Thunberg.

The 74th session of United 
Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA 74) took place in 

New York on 17-30 September 
2019. 193 heads of state and 
government attended UNGA 74, 
which was organised under the 
theme “galvanising multilateral 
efforts for poverty eradication, 
quality education, climate action 
and inclusion”. UNGA 74 hosted 
numerous high-level side events 
including the Climate Summit 
and the High-Level Meeting on 
Universal Health Coverage on 23 
September, Summit on Sustainable 
Development Goals on 24-25 
September and High-Level Dialogue 
on Financing for Development on 26 
September. 

The general debate of UNGA 
74 kicked off with speeches by 
UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres and President of UNGA 
74 Tijjani Muhammad-Bande. The 
main themes in António Guterres’ 
speech were soaring tension in the 
Gulf escalated following the attack 
on Saudi state-owned oil company 
Aramco, allegedly done by Iran 
and polarising effects of trade wars 
between the US and China. One of 
the curiously awaited speeches on 
the first day of the general debate, 
when 21 leaders took the floor, was 
that of US President Donald Trump. 
Appreciation of patriotism instead 
of globalisation, a possible trade 
agreement between the US and 
Japan, China’s WTO membership, 
and the sanctions on Iran were the 
highlights of US President’s speech.

US President Trump’s phone 
call scandal allegedly pressuring 
Ukrainian President  Zelenskiy to 
investigate the business dealings 
of his rival Joe Biden’s son which 
unravelled during UNGA and Iranian 
President Rouhani’s statement ruling 
out negotiations with Washington 

as long as sanctions were in place 
made the headlines during UNGA 
74. But if someone remembers 
only one thing in the future, it 
will undoubtedly be 16-year-old 
Greta Thunberg’s speech at the UN 
Climate Summit. The young climate 
activist blamed world leaders for 
stealing her dreams and childhood 
at her highly emotional and furious 
speech. Greta Thunberg, who was 
portrayed as “a very happy young 
girl, looking forward to a bright and 
wonderful future” by Donald Trump 
because of her speech, changed her 
bio on Twitter accordingly.  

Turkey’s Participation in 
UNGA 74

President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan and the accompanying 
committee were in New York on 
21-25 September to participate in 
UNGA 74 and the side events. Within 
the scope of his New York contacts, 
President Erdoğan attended the 
Climate Summit on 23 September, 
and he gave a speech at the Summit 
of Sustainable Development Goals. 

President Erdoğan hosted a high-
level side event with Prime Minister 
of Pakistan Imran Khan on  “Tackling 
Hate Speech” and participated in 
Turkey-Malaysia-Pakistan Trilateral 
Meeting. Moreover, President 
Erdoğan held bilateral meetings with 
numerous world leaders including 
Belgian Prime Minister and the 
incoming President of the European 
Council Charles Michel, German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson, Greek 
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis 
and Croatian President Kolinda 
Grabar-Kitarović. President Erdoğan 
also met Turkish, Muslim and Jewish 
communities in the US. Furthermore, 
President Erdoğan unveiled the Ara 
Güler Exhibition and attended the 
10th Turkey Investment Conference 
Gala Dinner organised by Turkey-US 
Business Council. 

On the first day of general 
debate at UNGA 74, President 
Erdoğan was the fourth leader 
to address the audience and his 
speech lasted approximately 35 
minutes. President Erdoğan began 

his speech by reiterating his famous 
sentence criticising the current 
decision-making process giving 
veto power to the five permanent 
members of the UN Security 
Council: “The world is bigger than 
five.” Afterwards, President Erdoğan 
underlined that Turkey makes the 
highest amount of contribution 
to humanitarian aid in proportion 
of its national income. President 
Erdoğan reminded the large 
sum of money spent for Syrians 
under temporary protection in 
comparison with the financial 
support promised by the EU that 
has not fully come yet. Other 
issues voiced by President Erdoğan 
included three-year-old Aylan who 
was drowned in the Aegean in 2015 
while trying to reach the Greek 
islands by an inflatable boat, illegal 
settlement activities of Israel and 
its vague borders, the Cyprus issue, 
the murder of Jamal Khashoggi, 
terrorist attacks in Afghanistan, 
nuclear armament and the rise of 
populist rhetoric. In terms of Syria, 
President Erdoğan reminded the 

fifth summit gathered the leaders of 
Russia, Iran and Turkey in Ankara on 
16 September and touched upon 
the significance of the effective 
functioning of the Constitutional 
Committee.

The EU Side at UNGA 74: 
Priorities and Participation

At UNGA 74, the EU was 
represented by President of the 
European Council Donald Tusk and 
High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy Federica 
Mogherini. On 15 June 2019, the 
European Council adopted the 
Union’s priorities at UNGA 74 
which are going to be valid from 
September 2019 to September 
2020. As known, the EU tries to 
strengthen its connection with the 
UN to promote, develop and reform 
the rules-based international order. 
Every year, the EU determines its 
priorities for the UNGA and the work 
for the upcoming period in order 
to coordinate the agenda of the 
EU and the UN concurrently. The 
EU’s three interlinked and mutually 
reinforcing priorities adopted for 
UNGA 74 are conflict prevention, 
peace and security, a common 
positive agenda and engagement 
on global challenges.    

Within the framework of his 
speech on 26 September, Donald 
Tusk emphasised the importance 
of finding a common ground for 
globalisation and patriotism to 
prevent the spread of national 
egoism. His statement constituted 
an answer to Donald Trump who 
praised patriotism rather than 
globalisation. Having mentioned 
that the rules-based international 
order should be maintained, Tusk 
drew attention to the rising threats 
on environment and indicated 
that the EU plays leading role in 
implementing the Paris Agreement. 
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TOBB PRESIDENT HİSARCIKLIOĞLU HOSTED A BUSINESS 
LUNCHEON IN HONOUR OF CZECH PRIME MINISTER BABIŠ

A business luncheon was organised in 
honour of Czech Prime Minister Andrej 

Babiš at TOBB on 3 September 2019. The 
opening speeches of the event were delivered 
by the Czech Prime Ministers Andrej Babiš, 
Czech Minister of Commerce and Industry 
Karel  Havlíček, Turkish Trade Minister Ruhsar 

Pekcan, the President of the Czech Chamber of 
Commerce Vladimír Dlouhý and TOBB President 
M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu who hosted the event.

In his speech at the opening of the business 
luncheon, TOBB President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu, 
indicated that they wanted to expand trade 
relations with Czechia, by increasing bilateral 

trade and investment in the coming period and 
shared his expectation that  the current trade 
volume of 3.7 billion dollars could be easily 
increased to 5 billion dollars. Hisarcıklıoğlu said 
that they awaited more Czech companies to 
Turkey in order to increase investments and 
expressed their readiness to work together 
for more Turkish entrepreneurs to go Czechia, 
which had the best business and investment 
environment in Central Europe and declared 
that they would be inclined to work together for 
more joint investments. 

TOBB President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu 
highlighted the political and cultural 
importance of Czechia in Europe and hailed 
the continuous support given by Czechia to 
Turkey’s EU accession process. TOBB President 
Hisarcıklıoğlu emphasised Czechia’s position 
as an important transit country in transport of 
Turkish goods to EU countries and talked about 
the quota problem. Referring to the quota 
problem, Hisarcıklıoğlu asked the Prime Minister 
and his delegation to help Turkey overcome 
the quota problem expressing that Czechia has 
always supported Turkey in its relations with the 
EU. TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu added that 
they looked forward to the support of the Czech 
Government and the business community in 
the modernisation of the Customs Union and 
the visa liberalisation process.

Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babiš talked 
about bilateral trade relations and prospects 
of increasing the bilateral trade as well as their 
long term investment plans. He noted that they 

wanted to complete the highway network and 
invest in high-speed trains and expressed their 
willingness to cooperate saying that there were 
promising areas of cooperation between the 
two countries such as smart cities, mining and 
energy. 

Turkey’s Trade Minister Ruhsar Pekcan, 
in her speech, pointed to the close and 
cooperative contacts between the two 
countries. Indicating that Czech investments 
in Turkey were around 600 million dollars, 
Minister Pekcan the possibility for joint 
investment projects in tech sector in Turkey’s 
free zones. Minister Pekcan emphasised the 
need for the removal of trade barriers to 
increase bilateral trade and stated that they 
were discussing many issues such as the steel 
quotas and the modernisation of the Customs 
Union.

Czech Minister of Trade and Industry Karel  
Havlíček also stated that they appreciated 
Turkey’s industrial and innovative development 
experience and that they would continue their 
cooperation. He  referred to energy, steel and 
pharmaceutical sectors as the main possible 
areas of bilateral cooperation between the two 
countries. President of the Czech Chamber of 
Commerce Vladimír Dlouhý for his part pointed 
out to possible areas for bilateral cooperation 
ranging from energy to electricity, railway and 
highway construction to drug production, 
saying that they expected Turkish contractors 
to contribute to the planned highway and 
infrastructure projects in the coming period.

IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU ASSESSED THE PRESIDENTIAL 
CIRCULAR ON VISA LIBERALISATION 
On 18 September 2019, IKV Chairman 

Ayhan Zeytinoğlu made a statement 
concerning the presidential circular on Turkey-
EU Visa Liberalisation Dialogue. IKV Chairman 
Zeytinoğlu stated that the circular was 
important in terms of meeting the remaining 
criteria in the Visa Liberalisation Roadmap 
and speeding up efforts in that direction. 
In addition, Chairman Zeytinoğlu indicated 
that alignment should continue in line with 
the developments in the EU acquis  and the 
continuity of the circular should be ensured. 
IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu commented as 
follows:

“We hope the presidential circular 
published in the Official Gazette would 
accelerate the efforts to fully meet the criteria 
laid out in the Visa Liberalisation Roadmap. So 
far, Turkey has fulfilled 66 out of the 72 criteria. 
However, the remaining criteria include issues 
that we may have more difficulty in fulfilling. 
For example, it envisages changes in the anti-
terror legislation that would not weaken the 
fight against terrorism but rather align it with 
the EU and Council of Europe standards which 
aim to strenghten freedom of expression.

 Other criteria include introduction of an 
anti-corruption strategy, the completion of 
the operational cooperation agreement with 
Europol, and judicial cooperation with EU 
Member States. Turkey also needs to monitor 

closely current changes in the EU legislation 
on data protection.”

Chairman Zeytinoğlu stated that visa 
liberalisation was also closely related to 
irregular migration and refugees, and 

reminded that the implementation of the 
Turkey-EU Readmission Agreement also 
constituted a criterion for visa liberalisation. 
Chairman Zeytinoğlu concluded as follows:

“Controlling migration is a fundamental 
priority for the EU. Also, this subject has 
been at the forefront in EU’s relations with 
Turkey. There is close cooperation, especially 
concerning the refugee influx from Syria. One 
of the criteria stated in the Visa Liberalisation 
Roadmap is the implementation of the 
readmission agreement signed with the 
EU in 2013. Fulfilment of this condition will 
instil new responsibilities on Turkey such as 
readmission of irregular migrants passing 
through Turkey to the EU. However, currently 
Turkey already faces irregular migratory flows. 
The arrival of a new influx of refugees from 
Idlib may test Turkey’s reception capacity 
which has already been exceeded. Under 
these circumstances, it is necessary to 
enhance cooperation with the EU on this 
issue and to strengthen burden-sharing 
efforts. That’s why, we expect the EU to be 
more supportive economically and morally in 
this regard and to side with Turkey.”
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“THE WAY TO INCREASE TRADE WITH 
THE US IS THROUGH INVESTMENTS”
IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu issued a statement 

on 25 September 2019 regarding the US’ proposal for 
reaching the bilateral trade volume of 100 billion dollars. 
IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu emphasised that Turkish products 
should have a greater presence in the US market and said 
that the most important way to achieve the 100 billion 
dollar target was to increase investments. Chairman 
Zeytinoğlu recalled that after Turkey had entered into a 
Customs Union with the EU, and especially after Turkey 
became an EU candidate country in 1999, the increase 
in investments from the EU  emerged as one of the most 
effective tools for entering the EU market. Zeytinoğlu 
continued as follows:

“We embrace the goal of increasing out trade with 
the US to 100 billion dollars and support the steps 
towards this goal. I would like to emphasise that one of 
the most important elements in this process is increasing 
investments. Turkey could be a very important investment 
and production base for US firms. We invite investments 
from the US to Turkey especially for opening up to Middle 
East, Africa and Turkic Republics. Similarly, the orientation of 
the investment to the US from Turkey, will improve access 
to the US market and trade will be positively affected. The 
increase in investments will increase bilateral trade and 
will exceed the expectations. At this point, our adventure 
with the EU sets an example. Although the EU market is 
geographically advantageous, our trade relations with the 
US in terms of the orientation of the US-based investments 
in Turkey could be an important driving force. If the EU has 
become our number one export market and trading partner 
today, the underlying reason is the orientation of the EU-
funded investment in Turkey. Influenced by the momentum 
in Turkey’s EU accession process and reforms, foreign direct 
investments rose from 783 million dollars in 1999 to 22 
billion dollars in 2007, recording a 28-fold increase. These 
investments have fostered Turkey’s integration to value 
chains and contributed to the integration of EU and Turkish 
markets. Turkey has also become a convenient location 
to reach the surrounding regions, such as Africa and the 
Middle East and Central Asia for EU firms. When we look at 
the latest data, we see that 65 percent of the foreign direct 
investment to Turkey comes from Europe, while only 7.4 
percent comes from the USA. We have to increase this share 
to a much higher level. The increase in investments will also 
constitute an important basis for the increase in trade.”

Chairman Zeytinoğlu also mentioned the steps to 
be taken for investments originating from the US and 
highlighted the importance of developing trade and 

investment relations with the US without violating Turkey’s 
Customs Union obligations:

“Turkey, which gained significant standartisation and 
know-how within the framework of the Customs Union 
and EU negotiation process, is a highly suitable country 
for direct investments. In this respect, I agree with US 
Commerce Secretary Ross’ call encouraging US firms to 
invest in Turkey rather than China. Attracting investments to 
our country, especially for technology-intensive products, 
will also contribute to Turkey’s development. For this, 
steps should be taken to create a suitable ecosystem in 
areas ranging from vocational traning and information 
technologies to incentives for foreign investors. Signing 
an FTA with the US should be handled in connection with 
Turkey’s Customs Union obligations. TTIP negotiations 
between the US and the EU were interrupted after President 
Trump came to power. However, the Trump administration 
tends to renew US trade deals with new conditions. In this 
respect, negotiations may soon start with the EU. From this 
point of view, we should be prepared for everything, taking 
into account the changing conditions of today’s trade. 
Turkey needs to complete its preparations for the FTA with 
the US. In addition, within the framework of the Customs 
Union, the problem of FTAs should be resolved as soon as 
possible. I also address the EU from here. Negotiations for 
modernisation of the Customs Union should be launched 
as soon as possible. In this way, Turkey should be able to 
negotiate FTAs simultaneously with the EU. Moreover, 
independent steps in Turkey’s trade should also be 
allowed. Otherwise, the Customs Union relationship will be 
weakened.”
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TIMELINE

 

 

Czech Prime Minister Babiš 
paid a two-day official visit 

to Turkey.

Incoming Commission 
President von der Leyen 

presented the distribution 
of portfolios in the next 

Commission.

 Turkey-EU Political Dialogue 
Meeting at political directors 

level was held in Brussels.

Leaders of Turkey, Iran and 
Russia met in Ankara for 

Trilateral Syria Summit.

The 74th session of the UN 
General Assembly kicked off 

in New York.
Presidential circular on visa 

liberalisation was published in 
the Official Gazette. 

Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu 
attended the inauguration 

of the Turkic Council Office in 
Budapest.

UN Climate Action Summit 
was held in New York.

 Commissioner Bulc attended 
the ground breaking 

ceremony of the Halkalı 
– Kapıkule High Speed 

Railway.

EP’s JURI Committee rejected 
commissioners-designate 

from Romania and Hungary.

 Turkey’s New Economic 
Program for 2020-2022 

was announced.

IKV Secretary General Nas 
participated in UACES 
49th Annual Conference in 
Lisbon. 

TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu 
hosted a business luncheon 
in honour of Czech Prime 
Minister Babiš.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
made a press statement on 
the latest developments 
regarding Brexit.

2018 EU and Turkey-EU 
Relations Almanac was 
published by IKV.

European Commission’s DG 
DEVCO Director-General 
Ambassador Manservisi 
visited IKV and met with IKV 
Chairman Zeytinoğlu.

 IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
assessed the presidential 
circular on visa liberalisation.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
issued a press release on the 
future of US-Turkey trade 
relations.

SEPTEMBER 2019

DG DEVCO DIRECTOR GENERAL 
MANSERVISI VISITED IKV
European Commission’s 

Director General for 
International Cooperation 
and Development (DG 
DEVCO) Ambassador 
Stefano Manservisi visited 
IKV on 13 September 
2019 and came together 
with IKV Chairman Ayhan 
Zeytinoğlu. During the 
meeting, Turkey’s EU 
accession process and 
cooperation opportunities 
were discussed.



4 ISSUE 53   . September 2019

19 65
519 6 1965

2018

 
IKV AGENDA

1965
2019

1965
2019

On 6 September 2019, IKV Chairman 
Ayhan Zeytinoğlu commented on 

the latest developments concerning Brexit. 
Indicating that Brexit would damage 
cooperation between Britain and the EU in 
many areas such as trade and cybersecurity, 
IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu drew attention 
to the negative consequences for Turkey, 
and commented on what might happen 
during the Brexit process: “The Brexit 
process has reached a critical stage. The 
House of Commons will be suspended 
on 9 September. By this date, anti-Brexit 
lawmakers plan to take control of the 
government in a way that will prevent a no-
deal Brexit. In the critical vote, the authority 
to determine the agenda has passed from 
the government to the deputies. The 
House of Commons then passed a new law 
requiring a further Brexit delay, if no new 
agreement was reached with the EU by 19 
October. Prime Minister Boris Johnson plans 
an early election on 14 October. His aim is 
to renegotiate the Withdrawal Agreement 
with the EU, and if the EU fails to do so, to 
leave the EU on 31 October, regardless of a 
deal. The early election decision requires a 
two thirds majority in the Parliament which 
seems difficult for Johnson to achieve. 
Lastly, the opposition parties agreed not to 
allow snap elections before an extension to 
the Brexit date -currently scheduled for 31 
October- is agreed.”

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu stated that the 
top priority should be to avoid a no-deal 
Brexit and stated the following: “In the short 
period of time until 31 October, the main 
priority for both the UK government and 
the EU should be to find a formula that will 

secure avoiding a no-deal Brexit. Therefore, 
the House of Commons’ efforts to prevent a 
no-deal Brexit should not be undermined. 
The government should follow a strategy 
that will also take into account the views of 
pro-Brexit circles while not harming UK-EU 
relations. A snap election might seem the 
way out, but on the other hand it could make 
the existing deadlock even more inextricable. 
The EU, even if it does not renegotiate the 

agreement, can help the British government 
resolve this dilemma by adding a new clause 
or issuing a declaration that would alleviate 
the concerns of Brexit supporters.”

Finally, Chairman Zeytinoğlu highlighted 
the possible impact Brexit could have on 
Turkey and said: “In Turkey, especially the 
business community is closely following the 
process. In case of a no-deal Brexit, the cost 
of disruption in trade will be high. The UK is 

our second largest trading partner in the EU 
and a country with which we have a trade 
surplus trade surplus. It is very important to 
take measures in order not to face obstacles, 
such as customs duties and delays at 
customs, after Brexit. At the very least, we 
expect an FTA to be signed which would 
protect the status quo in the Customs Union 
and bring up a more comprehensive trade 
agreement.”

IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU COMMENTED ON THE 
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING BREXIT

IKV SECRETARY GENERAL ATTENDED THE 
UACES ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN LISBON

IKV Secretary General Assoc. 
Prof. Çiğdem Nas participated 

in the University Association for 
Contemporary European Studies 
(UACES) 49th Annual Conference 
which was held in Lisbon on 1-4 
September. IKV Secretary General 
Nas gave a presentation entitled 

“Perceptions on Turkey-EU Relations 
and the Role of Emotions”. The 
main theme of the conference 
that brought together academics 
and experts from all over Europe 
was European integration in the 
10th anniversary of the Lisbon Treaty. 
In particular, the EU’s relations with 

neighbouring countries, the latest 
developments concerning EU’s 
defence and security architecture 
and the effects of Brexit were 
discussed. In her presentation IKV 
Secretary General Nas talked about 
the role of public perception on the 
EU in Turkey’s EU accession process.

ISSUE: 53 SEPTEMBER 2019
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NEW IKV PUBLICATION 

The 2018 EU and Turkey-EU Relations Almanac (in Turkish) 
prepared by IKV EU Information Centre Coordinator and 

Press Officer Mehmet Poyrazlı provides an overview of the major 
developments in EU and Turkey-EU relations in 2018.
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TURKEY-EU WATCH

The Turkey-EU Political Dialogue meeting at political 
directors level took place in Brussels. 

TURKEY-EU POLITICAL 
DIALOGUE MEETING WAS 
HELD IN BRUSSELS 

On 13 September 2019, Turkey-EU 
Political Dialogue meeting took place in 

Brussels. Throughout the meeting, the Turkish 
delegation was led by the Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Director for EU Affairs 
Ambassador Faruk Kaymakcı, while the EU 
delegation was headed by Deputy Secretary 
General of the External Action Service Jean-
Christophe Belliard and the Commission’s 
Director General for Neighbourhood Policy and 
Enlargement Negotiations Christian Danielsson.

As reflected in the press release by the 
Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, during the 

meeting the main agenda items of Turkey-EU 
relations including the developments in the 
accession negotiations, financial cooperation 
including pre-accession funds (IPA), visa 
liberalisation process, the modernisation of 
the Customs Union, as well as significant areas 
of Turkey-EU cooperation were discussed. 
During the meeting, it was underscored 
that strengthening of the dialogue and 
cooperation between Turkey and the EU was 
important not only for the parties, but also for 
ensuring peace and prosperity in the wider 
region.

1965
2019

1965
2019

TURKEY TO STEP UP EFFORTS FOR MEETING THE REMAINING 
VISA LIBERALISATION CRITERIA  

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
released a presidential circular, which 

was published in the Official Gazette on 18 
September 2019, placing great emphasis on the 
acceleration of the Turkey-EU Visa Liberalisation 
Dialogue. In this regard, President Erdoğan called 
on all competent public bodies to speed up 
coordinated efforts for meeting the remaining six 
criteria laid out in the Visa Liberalisation Roadmap 
and to ensure the sustainability of already fulfilled 
criteria. 

Between the lines, the circular points out the 
coordinating role of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Directorate for EU Affairs and specifically calls on 
the Ministry of Interior and Ministry of Justice to 
increase their efforts. Cooperation, acceleration 

and sustainability are the featured themes taking a 
central place in the circular.  

Turkey and the EU have launched a visa 
liberalisation dialogue to eliminate the visa 
requirement for Turkish citizens traveling to the 
Schengen Area on 16 December 2013. The Turkey-
EU Readmission Agreement was also signed 
by the two parties on the very same day. So far, 
Turkey has fulfilled 66 of the 72 criteria laid out in 
the Visa Liberalisation Roadmap. The remaining 
criteria have to do with reviewing the anti-terror 
legislation as well as data protection legislation, 
ensuring judicial cooperation in criminal matters 
with all Member States, concluding an operational 
cooperation agreement with Europol and fully 
implementing the Readmission Agreement. 

A presidential circular, urging the public authorities to focus on the six visa liberalisation criteria which are yet 
to be fulfilled, was released on 18 September 2019.

UN CLIMATE ACTION SUMMIT 
WAS HELD IN NEW YORK
UN Climate Action Summit, which 

was held on 23 September on the 
margins of the UN General Assembly in 
New York, brought together governments, 
representatives from the private sector, civil 
society, local authorities and international 
organisations to develop more ambitious 
nationally determined contributions (NDCs). 

Ahead of the summit, top climate 
scientists issued a report underlining the 
growing gap between agreed targets to deal 
with global warming and the actual reality. 
As it was put forward by the Science Advisory 
Group to UN Climate Action Summit, the 
average global temperature for the 2015-
2019 period is expected to be the warmest 
of any equivalent on record. According 
to estimations, this period is 1.1 °C above 
pre-industrial times and 0.2 °C warmer than 
2011-2015. Moreover, while CO2 emissions 
caused by fossil fuel use continue to increase 
over 1 percent annually, it has increased to 
2 percent in 2018 reaching a new high. On 
the other hand, under the business as usual 
scenario, global temperature is expected 
to rise between 2.9°C and 3.4°C by 2100 

compared to the pre-industrial period and 
the increasing trend is estimated to continue 
in years to come. 

During the UN Climate Action Summit, 
world leaders including Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan delivered speeches. 
The most important outputs of the summit 
were Russia’s ratification of the Paris 
Agreement, 16-year-old climate activist 
Greta Thunberg’s impassioned speech 
criticising world leaders and French President 
Emmanuel Macron’s statement that France 
would not sign free trade agreements with 
countries which do not respect the Paris 
Agreement. At the end of the summit, 77 
countries pledged to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions to net zero by 2050 while 70 
countries announced they have started to 
upgrade their national action plans or would 
do so by 2020.

For the first time in history, a Youth 
Climate Summit was held ahead of the UN 
Climate Action Summit. The Youth Climate 
Summit brought youth climate champions 
from more than 140 countries together to 
share their solutions on the global stage. 
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TURKEY’S NEW ECONOMIC PROGRAM FOR 2020-2022 
WAS UNVEILED

On 30 September 2019, Turkey’s Treasury 
and Finance Minister Berat Albayrak 

unveiled the new economic program for 
the period of 2020-2022. Minister Albayrak 
said that the country will soon enter into a 
transformation period with some significant 
steps. The new economic program with the 
theme “transformation begins”, envisages lower 
inflation and higher economic growth. 

Minister Albayrak revealed Turkey’s targets 
regarding key macroeconomic indicators such 
as inflation, growth, employment and current 
account balance as part of the new program. 
According to the program, the inflation rate is 
expected to be lowered below 5 percent and 
the inflation forecast for 2019 has been revised 
from 15 percent to 12 percent. Inflation targets 
for the upcoming years are estimated as 8.5 
percent for 2020, 6 percent for 2021 and 4.9 
percent in 2022.

The new economic program also reveals 
the expectations in terms of Turkey’s economic 
growth. The growth is expected to be 0.5 
percent in 2019 while for the next three years, 5 
percent annual growth is targeted. The previous 
forecast for 2020 was 3.5 percent. 

Turkish competent authorities plan 
gradually lowering the unemployment rate 
below 10 percent by 2022. The target for the 
unemployment rate is 12.9 percent in 2019, 
up from 11 percent in the previous forecast, 
before dropping to 11.8 percent in 2020. On 
the fiscal discipline side, 2.9 percent budget 
deficit-to-GDP rate is targeted for the next 
two years, while 2.6 percent is set for 2022. 
According to the new economic program, after 
a slight surplus of 0.1 percent of GPD this year, 
the current account deficit is expected to be at 
1.2 percent of GDP in 2020 and 0.8 percent of 
GDP in 2021 before reaching 0 percent of GDP 
in 2022.

Minister Albayrak emphasised that Turkey 
aimed a healthy and sustainable growth, rather 
than higher growth rates and the Minister added 
that the government would keep backing the 
Central Bank of Turkey in its efforts against 
inflation. He also underscored that they would 
continue to attach importance to coordination 
of monetary and fiscal policies and announced 
that structural transformation steps, increasing 
competitiveness and efficiency in the goods and 
services markets were on the agenda.  

EUROPEAN COMMISSIONER FOR 
TRANSPORT VISITED TURKEY
The ground breaking 

ceremony for the 
construction of the railway 
project from Istanbul to the 
Bulgarian border, Halkalı-Kapıkule 
high-speed railway line, took 
place on 25 September 2019 with 
the participation of the European 
Commissioner for Transport 
Violeta Bulc and Turkish Minister 
of Transport and Infrastructure 
Cihat Turan.  

Halkalı-Kapıkule high-speed 
railway promises to further 
strengthen relations between 
Turkey and the EU and to create 
greater commercial mobility 
for all parties. The financing 
agreement for the project was 
signed in February on the margins 
of the Third High-Level Economic 
Dialogue Meeting between 
Turkey and the EU. Halkalı-
Kapıkule high-speed railway 
line is the first pillar of the EU 
funded railway project that will 
connect Europe to Asia. The total 
investment cost of the project is 
estimated to be around 1 billion 
euros. The EU will provide 275 
million euros in grants, making 
it the largest EU investment 
project carried out in Turkey. 
The connection with the new 
line is envisaged to create major 
benefits for both passengers and 
freight forwarders. Passengers and 

freight will be transported at a 
speed of 200 km. The new railway 
line aims to increase the annual 
freight transported from 1 million 
tonnes to 12–13 million tonnes. 
People and businesses will enjoy 
more economic and reliable 
transport services between 
Europe and Turkey. Citizens will 
experience more accessible and 
safer mobility, particularly in 
and around the Istanbul urban 
area, while carbon emissions 
will decrease and the use of 
different modes of transport will 
be promoted. As the Çerkezköy-
Halkalı section is mainly used 
for passenger transport, this 
section of the railway line will be 
separately renewed.

European Commissioner 
Bulc emphasised that this key 

infrastructure project would 
improve connectivity between 
Turkey, Europe and Asia, and 
contribute to road safety and 
decarbonisation. Bulc also 
said that she is proud of this 
achievement resulting from joint 
commitment.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Transport Minister Turan 
underscored the importance 
of economic relations between 
Turkey and the EU and stated 
that over 50 percent of Turkey’s 
exports are to Europe and over 
67 percent of foreign direct 
investment to Turkey comes from 
Europe. Transport Minister Turan 
also said that Turkish producers 
constitute an important part of 
the production and supply chains 
for Europe. 

On 16 September 2019, the 
European Commission adopted 

an annual action programme for 
the Turkish Cypriot community. 
With a budget of 35.4 million euros, 
the objective of the programme 
is to encourage the economic 
development of the Turkish Cypriot 
community with particular emphasis 
on the economic integration of 
the island, on improving contacts 
between the two communities and 
with the EU, and on preparation for 
the EU acquis. 

European Commission Vice-
President Valdis Dombrovskis 
responsible for the Euro and Social 

Dialogue indicated that the new 
projects to be supported under 
the programme aimed to improve  
infrastructure, support economic 
development, foster reconciliation, 
and bring Turkish Cypriots closer 
to the EU. Commission Vice-
President Dombrovskis expressed 
his confidence in the programme 
by saying that it would contribute 
to the settlement effort which was 
the ultimate goal of EU’s assistance. 
According to the statement, the 
EU has allocated a total of 555 
million euros between 2006 and 
2019 for projects under the EU Aid 
Programme.

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
ALLOCATED 35 MILLION EUROS 
FOR TURKISH CYPRIOTS
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on 16 April 2018. In 
the context of the 
visit, Stoltenberg 
came together with 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Mevlüt 
Çavuşoğlu and Minister 
of National Defence 
Nurettin Canikli.

During the visit, 
NATO Secretary 
General Stoltenberg 

NATO allies’ solidarity 
in the fight against all 
kinds of terrorism was 
emphasised.

Following the 
meeting with President 
Erdoğan, Stoltenberg 
came together with 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Mevlüt 
Çavuşoğlu. Minister 
Çavuşoğlu and Secretary 
General Stoltenberg 

YPG, FETÖ and ISIL and 
expressed that decisions 
regarding enlargement 
policy should be taken.

Lastly, Stoltenberg 
met with Minister 
of National Defence 
Nurettin Canikli. During 
the meeting, Minister 
Canikli and NATO 
Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg discussed 
the cooperation in the 

HIGH-LEVEL EXCHANGES

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu 
paid an official visit to Hungary on 18-19 

September 2019 upon the invitation of Péter 
Szijjártó, Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade to attend the inauguration of the 
Council of Turkish Speaking Countries’ (Turkic 
Council) Budapest Representation. Foreign 
Ministers of the Turkic Council countries; 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan as well 
as top diplomats from the Turkic states and 
the observer member, Hungary attended the 
ceremony. The Turkic Council was established 
in 2009 as an intergovernmental organisation 
aiming to promote comprehensive 
cooperation among Turkic states.

Speaking at the ceremony, Foreign 
Minister Çavuşoğlu said that it was a proud 
occasion for the Community of Turkic 
speaking nations. Çavuşoğlu indicated that 
within a decade of its establishment, the Turkic 
Council proved its importance as an effective 

international organisation and underlined 
that the family has been growing further. 
Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu added that fields 
such as economy, trade, customs, information 
technologies, logistics, diaspora and education 
brought together Turkic states closer. 

Afterwards, Hungarian Foreign and 
Trade Minister Szijjártó delivered a speech 
and reminded that his country has always 
worked for East-West cooperation. Foreign 
Minister Çavuşoğlu was received by Hungarian 
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and held bilateral 
meetings with his counterparts  in the context 
of his visit to Budapest.

With the opening of the Budapest Office, 
cooperation between the Turkic Council and 
Hungary, which obtained observer status at 
the Turkic Speaking Countries Parliamentary 
Assembly in 2014 and at the Turkic Council 
and Turkic Academy in 2018, would continue 
to develop on an institutional basis.

FOREIGN MINISTER ÇAVUŞOĞLU 
ATTENDED THE INAUGURATION OF THE 
TURKIC COUNCIL OFFICE IN BUDAPEST 

CZECH PRIME MINISTER BABIŠ 
VISITED TURKEY
Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babiš paid an 

official visit to Turkey on 2-4 September 
2019 upon the invitation of President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan. In the context of the visit, 
Czech Prime Minister Babiš was received 
by President Erdoğan in the Presidential 
Complex. During Babiš’s visit, all aspects 
of bilateral relations between Turkey and 
the Czechia as well as possible steps for 
the strengthening of cooperation between 
the two countries were discussed. The two 
leaders also exchanged views on current 
regional and global developments.

Within the scope of the visit, a business 
luncheon was held in honour of Czech Prime 
Minister Andrej Babiš at TOBB. In his speech 
at the opening of the business luncheon, 
TOBB President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu 

reminded that bilateral trade between 
Turkey and Czechia could be increased to 
5 billion dollars. Touching on Turkey-EU 
relations, TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu 
emphasised that Czechia has always 
supported Turkey in its dealings with the EU. 
TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu stated that 
Turkey was looking forward to Czechia’s 
support for the modernisation of the 
Customs Union and visa liberalisation.

After his visit to Ankara, Prime Minister 
Babiš attended Turkey-Czechia Business 
Forum in Istanbul organised by Turkey’s 
Foreign Economic Relations Board. Speaking 
at the Turkey-Czechia Business Forum, Babiš 
invited Turkish construction companies 
to help improve the Czechia motorways 
network.     
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FOREIGN MINISTER ÇAVUŞOĞLU 
PARTICIPATED IN THE 14TH BLED 
STRATEGIC FORUM

On 2 September 2019, Foreign Minister 
Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu visited Slovenia 

in order to attend the 14th Bled Strategic 
Forum and hold bilateral meetings. Foreign 
Minister Çavuşoğlu delivered a speech at the 
panel entitled “Multilateralism at Crossroads.” 
In his speech, Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu 
underscored the importance of multilateralism 
for dealing with global challenges such as 
irregular migration and humanitarian crises. 

Indicating that there were 70 million 
displaced people in the world, the highest 
number since World War II, Foreign Minister 
Çavuşoğlu said that the source countries were 
left alone by developed countries during 

their struggle with multi-faceted challenges. 
Çavuşoğlu reminded the audience that Turkey 
hosts more than 3.6 million refugees, and has 
spent a total amount of 37 billion euros from 
the state budget to tackle irregular migration 
and provide better living conditions to refugees. 

In the context of his visit to Slovenia, 
Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu held numerous 
bilateral meetings including with Slovenian 
President Borut Pahor and Prime Minister 
Marjan Šarec. Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu also 
met with his Slovenian counterpart Miro Cerar 
and discussed regional and bilateral issues 
as well as the ways for improving economic 
relations and increasing mutual investments. 

LEADERS OF TURKEY, IRAN 
AND RUSSIA MET IN ANKARA 
FOR SYRIA SUMMIT

On 16 September 2019, Turkey hosted the 
fifth Trilateral Summit on Syria with the 

participation of Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan, Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani. The summit 
is a follow-up to multiple rounds of Astana talks 
that began in Kazakhstan in January 2017 to 
seek a diplomatic solution to years of civil war 
in Syria.

During their trilateral summit in Ankara, the 
presidents of Turkey, Russia and Iran came up 

with a series of important agreements, including 
on assisting the soonest launch of the Syrian 
Constitutional Committee. The leaders also 
agreed to de-escalate the volatile situation in 
Idlib the last remaining rebel stronghold in Syria 
while combatting extremists and protecting 
civilians. A ceasefire that went into effect at the 
end of August has been holding despite some 
violations. The next summit of Russia, Iran and 
Turkey will take place in Tehran, the leaders of 
the three nations said in a joint statement.
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INTRODUCING VON DER LEYEN’S “TEAM FOR 
EUROPE”: NOVELTIES AND CONTROVERSIES

Former German Defence 
Minister Ursula von der Leyen, 
who emerged as a surprise 

nomination for European Commission 
President and managed to get the 
approval of the highly fragmented 
EP by a slim margin, unveiled the 
structure and allocation of portfolios 
in the incoming Commission on 10 
September 2019. Von der Leyen’s 
“team for Europe” as she put it, consists 
of 27 members instead of 28, as the 
UK , whose departure from the EU has 
been scheduled just a day before the 
new Commission is set to take office 
has  not nominated a commissioner. It 
is important to note that in the event 
of a new extension, which seems the 
likely scenario, the UK would have to 
nominate a commissioner. 

Meet the Top Management Team: 
Executive VPs 

A major novelty in the 
organisational chart of the von der 
Leyen Commission is the creation 
of the “executive vice-presidency” 
post, adding another layer of 
administration below the Commission 
presidency and thus making the new 
Commission more hierarchical. The 
so-called “super VPs” have two hats; 
not only will they act as VPs but they 
will also assume the functions of 
Commissioners overseeing the work 
of directorates-general related to their 
portfolios.

The three executive VPs have 
been carefully chosen to represent 
each major political family in the EU 
namely; the centre-right  European 
People’s Party (EPP), the centre-left  
Socialists and Democrats (S&D)  and 
the liberal Renew Europe (RE). The 
outgoing Juncker Commission’s 
First VP responsible for the rule of 
law and the socialist lead candidate 
(Spitzenkandidat) Frans Timmermans 
as well as Competition Commissioner 
and the liberal contender for 
Commission presidency Margrethe 

Vestager were the two names 
initially agreed by EU leaders to take 
up senior posts in the incoming 
Commission. The appointment of the 
two former lead candidates to the 
new Commission’s top management 
level could be seen as an attempt 
to provide democratic legitimacy to 
the new Commission by addressing 
criticisms initially directed at the 
rather opaque way the EU leaders had 
agreed on von der Leyen.

As an indication of the 
importance attributed to tackling 
phenomena transforming today’s 
societies, von der Leyen has decided 
that climate change and digital 
transformation should be dealt with 
at executive VP level. In line with this, 
she has put Timmermans in charge 
of the EU’s efforts in becoming 
the first climate-neutral continent 
as an executive VP responsible for 
implementing a “European Green 
Deal”. Meanwhile, Vestager has been 
von der Leyen’s choice for the “Europe 
fit for the Digital Age” dossier. In 
addition to digital policy, Vestager is 
set to continue to oversee tech giants’ 
compliance with EU’s competition 
rules as Competition Commissioner. 
In an effort to overcome previous 
criticism targeting EU leaders’ top jobs 
package for the absence of Central 
and Eastern Europeans, von der Leyen 
has appointed former Latvian PM and 
the current VP responsible for the Euro, 
Valdis Dombrovskis as an executive VP 

for “An Economy that Works for People” 
and Commissioner for Financial 
Services. 

Von der Leyen’s “Balancing Act”
With 13 female commissioners, 

von der Leyen, who herself will 
come to office as the first female 
Commission President, has managed 
to achieve virtually the perfect gender 
parity- another first in EU’s institutional 
history. Furthermore, the incoming 
Commission’s organisational chart 
has been hailed for striking the right 
balance between the eastern-western 
and northern-southern Member 
States as well as different political 
families. In terms of political groups, 
the College of Commissioners consists 
of 10 members from S&D, 9 members 
from EPP, 6 members from the newly 
rebranded RE, one member from the 
greens and one from conservatives. 
In that sense, the von der Leyen 
Commission has a more balanced 
composition compared to the 
outgoing Juncker Commission in 
which half of the College hails from 
EPP.   

Moreover, von der Leyen’s 
College of Commissioners consists 
of a combination of existing 
commissioners and new faces 
with eight names from the Juncker 
Commission to serve another term 
under von der Leyen. Among the 
eight names joining the Class of 
2019-2024 is the Commissioner for 

Justice Czech Věra Jourová who will 
assume the values and transparency 
portfolio. Together with former Belgian 
Foreign Minister Didier Reynders, 
Jourová will be in charge of the rule 
of law. By splitting the rule of law 
dossier between an east and a west 
European, von der Leyen might be 
aiming for a more effective role in this 
area. Another name to serve a second 
mandate in the incoming Commission 
is Juncker’s Commissioner for 
Agriculture Phil Hogan. In charge of 
the trade portfolio, Irish Hogan will 
oversee the EU’s trade talks with third 
countries. By assigning the trade 
portfolio to Hogan known for his anti-
Brexit stance, von der Leyen has made 
it clear that in any future trade deal 
to be negotiated with the post-Brexit 
UK, Ireland’s interests will always have 
priority over those of the UK.

Political heavyweights joining the 
von der Leyen Commission include 
former Italian PM Paolo Gentiloni 
and former French Defence Minister 
and MEP Sylvie Goulard. Nominated 
as the Commissioner for Economy, 
Italian Gentiloni will be responsible for 
overseeing the Stability and Growth 
Pact – a controversial choice given 
his home country’s huge public 
debt. Meanwhile a long-time ally of 
French President Emmanuel Macron, 
Sylvie Goulard will be in charge of 
the Internal Market and will oversee 
the newly created DG for Defence 
Industry and Space- a move implying 

that EU defence cooperation is likely 
to follow the trajectory envisioned by 
Macron aspiring for more strategic 
autonomy.  

Odd Job Titles and Pick for 
Enlargement Create Confusion

Although von der Leyen has 
won praise for hitting the right note 
in terms of gender, geographical 
and political balances, her selection 
of highly ambitious and rather odd 
job titles has caused widespread 
criticism. At the centre of the debate 
has been the Vice-Presidency for 
“Protecting our European Way of 
Life” covering migration and security, 
assigned to former Commission Chief 
Spokesperson Margaritis Schinas. Von 
der Leyen’s choice of wording has 
been widely criticised for giving credit 
to far-right rhetoric by portraying 
migration as a threat to European 
values with increasing calls for 
renaming the portfolio.

Von der Leyen has also 
come under fire for assigning the 
neighbourhood and enlargement 
portfolio to Hungary’s former Justice 
László Trócsányi. Regarded as a 
controversial choice due to his role in 
overseeing the laws that put Hungary 
on a collision course with Brussels, 
critics question whether Trócsányi 
could encourage Western Balkan 
countries and Turkey to aspire for 
higher rule of law standards. 

Before the vote on the entire 
College of Commissioners scheduled 
for 23 October, commissioner 
hopefuls will to go through “the 
ultimate job interview” at the 
EP committees relevant to their 
portfolios. Right before the committee 
hearings, Hungarian  László Trócsányi’s 
and Romanian Rovana Plumb’s 
hopes of taking office have come 
to an early end due to their failure 
to get the blessing of EP’s Legal 
Affairs Committee on the grounds of 
“potential conflict of interest”. While 
Budapest and Bucharest have been 
asked to nominate new names, it 
remains to be seen how many of the 
remaining 24 commissioner hopefuls 
would actually make it to Berlaymont.

Despite winning praise for ensuring gender parity, von der Leyen has come under fire for the 
controversial wording of job titles and her choice for the enlargement portfolio.
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