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EUROPEAN COMMISSION PRESENTED THE 2019
TURKEY REPORT
The European Commission’s Report on Turkey claims that Turkey is moving “further away” from Europe
while Turkey responds that it is not possible to accept “unjust and disproportionate criticisms”.

O

n 29 May 2019, the European
Commission adopted its
annual assessment of the
implementation of the reforms for
alignment with the EU acquis in
Turkey and the Western Balkans
together with recommendations for
the coming period. As it is known, EU’s
current enlargement agenda covers
Turkey and the six Western Balkan
countries. Accession negotiations
have been opened with candidate
countries Turkey (2005), Montenegro
(2012) and Serbia (2014) whereas
North Macedonia and Albania are
candidate countries since 2005
and 2014, respectively. Moreover,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, which
has submitted its application for
membership in February 2016,
and Kosovo, which has a Stabilisation
and Association Agreement with
the EU since April 2016, are potential
candidates. The reports were
presented to the public by EU High
Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy Federica Mogherini
and European Commissioner for
European Neighbourhood Policy and
Enlargement Negotiations Johannes
Hahn.
Covering the period from 1
March 2018 to 1 March 2019, the
Commission’s 2019 Report on Turkey
highlighted Turkey’s position as a
candidate country and a key partner
for the EU. In the report, it was stated
that dialogue and cooperation,
including at the highest level, in
essential areas of joint interest
has continued, including through
effective cooperation on migration
and support for refugees. However, it
was also emphasised that Turkey has
continued to move further away from
the EU, with serious backsliding in the
areas of the rule of law, fundamental
rights and through the weakening
of effective checks and balances
in the political system, brought
forward by the entry into force of the

constitutional amendment. In June
2018, the Council noted unanimously
that Turkey’s accession negotiations
had effectively come to a standstill
and no further chapters could be
considered for opening or closing. In
the report, the Commission reiterated
that the underlying facts leading to
that assessment still held.
In this year’s report, the
Commission for the first time
mentioned that there has been a
serious backsliding in the Turkish
economy, leading to deeper
concerns over the functioning of the
country’s market economy. Moreover,
according to the report, concerns
regarding the independence of
key economic institutions have
deepened.
The report praised the effective
dialogue and cooperation between
Turkey and the EU in the field of
migration. “Turkey made good

progress in the area of migration
and asylum policy and remained
committed to the effective
implementation of the March 2016
EU-Turkey statement”, the report said.
To summarise, according to the
Commission’s report on Turkey, there
has been backsliding in political
criteria, especially in civil society,
public administration reform, judiciary
and fundamental rights, the fight
against corruption, freedom of
expression, freedom of assembly and
association; in economic criteria with
an emphasis on market economy;
in the harmonisation with the EU
acquis namely in the free movement
of capital, public procurement,
competition policy, information
society and media, economic and
monetary policy, foreign relations and
financial policy chapters. According
to the Commission’s assessment,
there has been no progress in the

past reporting year regarding the
free movement of workers, the right
of establishment and freedom to
provide services, financial services,
regional policy, social policy and
employment chapters. On the
other hand, the chapters with good
progress have been identified as
energy, statistics, entrepreneurship
and industrial policy, Trans-European
Networks and science and research
whereas in the remaining 17 chapters
Turkey has made some or limited
progress.
Ankara’s Response to the
Commission’s Turkey Report
Turkey’s official response
to the report was expressed
by Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Director for EU Affairs
Ambassador Faruk Kaymakcı who
said that it was not possible to accept
“the unjust and disproportionate

criticisms” in the European
Commission’s 2019 Report on Turkey.
“The EU does not demonstrate
impartial attitude towards Turkey
because of the prejudices arising
from their own problems”, Kaymakcı
added. Emphasising that the
report reveals EU’s own existential
crises, Kaymakcı said that populist
movements correspond to the
European public opinion as seen in
the European Parliament elections.
Kaymakcı also claimed that
the EU cannot assess the current
situation in Turkey correctly and
added: “The statements claiming
that Turkey is moving away from
European values are inconsistent
and invalid... Turkey is a part of
Europe. Turkey is Europe.” On the
other hand Kaymakcı agreed that
Turkey will contemplate on the
consistent and reasonable criticisms
in the report.
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TOBB PRESIDENT HİSARCIKLIOĞLU WAS AWARDED
THE SPANISH ORDER OF CIVIL MERIT
O

n 27 June 2017, Union of Chambers and
Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB)
President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu was awarded
the Spanish Order of Civil Merit with degree of
Encomienda at the behest of King Felipe VI of
Spain, in recognition of his valuable work for
the strengthening of Turkish-Spanish relations.
The award was presented to TOBB President
Hisarcıklıoğlu by Spain’s Ambassador to Turkey
Juan Gonzalez Barba. Speaking at the ceremony,
TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu expressed his
gratitude to King Felipe IV and stated that he
was honoured on behalf of the Turkish business
community.
Indicating that Spain’s art, culture and its
success in sports was closely followed in Turkey,
TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu highlighted the
good economic and political relations between
Turkey and Spain, with the two countries
working together in NATO, OECD and the
Council of Europe. Referring to the trade and
investment relations between Turkey and Spain,
TOBB President indicated that Spain was among
Turkey’s top 10 trading partners and Spanish
investments in Turkey have exceeded 10 billion
euros. TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu stated
that 700 Spanish companies were operating in
Turkey whereas around 100 Turkish companies
had investments in Spain. TOBB President
Hisarcıklıoğlu also praised Spain’s support for
Turkey’s EU membership bid.

“AFTER THE EP ELECTIONS, NEW RESPONSIBILITIES FALL ON
TURKEY TO KEEP THE TURKEY-EU RELATIONS ON TRACK”

I

KV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu issued a press
statement on the outcome of the European
Parliament (EP) elections which were held
held on 23-26 May 2019 in 28 Member States.



ISSUE 51

.

June 2019

Stating that the EP election results convey
conflicting messages on the future of the EU,
IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu assessed the
responsibilities that fall on Turkey in the coming

period in which EU institutions are set to be
renewed:
“Even though far-right parties scored the
highest rates in Italy, France and Hungary,
the fact that populist parties won only a total
of 71 seats in the Parliament is a positive
development. This situation is positive not only
for the EU, but also for the future of Turkey-EU
relations, meaning that political parties known
for their anti-Turkey stance have failed to
constitute a majority in Parliamentary groups.
It needs to be highlighted that the
number one reason underlying the far-right
votes is anti-establishment tendencies.
Likewise, the reason for the far-right National
Rally in France, League in Italy, and Fidesz
in Hungary to have received the highest
percentage of votes in their respective
countries is their criticism against the EU
policies. The Brexit Party receiving 31.7 percent
of the votes in the UK is a reaction to the Brexit
process which has turned into chaos. On
the other hand, when we look closer, the 3.5
percent vote share of the Dutch PVV, which
has embraced an anti-Turkey discourse as its
political rhetoric, indicates that the potential of
the anti-Turkey discourse in winning votes has
extremely weakened.
While the EU focuses on renewing itself in

the coming days, Turkey should demonstrate
its commitment to the fundamental values
forming the basis of the EU in order to revive
the accession negotiations. It is extremely
important for Turkey to propose concrete
solutions to criticisms in the European
Commission’s 21st Report on Turkey which was
published on 29 May 2019. The focus of these
solutions should be addressing the ‘backsliding’
in the policy areas which have been growing in
number since 2014 reaching 12 last year. That
way, reports, which have failed to go beyond
providing an analysis of the current situation,
can be turned into a dynamic that contributes
to progress in accession negotiations.”
IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu indicated that
disagreements on the European integration
project have grown and become increasingly
visible. IKV Chairman continued his remarks
as follows: “It is without a doubt that the EU
faces an important challenge. After three years
of wobbling in the shadow of Brexit, it is now
time to put into action the future scenarios
in the integration project. Even though the
election results differ from country to country,
and it is hard to generalise, the main message
from citizens to the EU leaders is that there is
a need for fast and efficient transformation in
major policy areas.”
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AFTER THE TURKEY REPORT:
“REVIVING THE EU ACCESSION
PROCESS SHOULD BE THE PRIORITY”

TIMELINE
JUNE 2019
1
European Commissioner for
Migration Avramopoulos
visited Turkey.

3
4

I

KV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu assessed the 21st Turkey
Report and the EU enlargement strategy. IKV Chairman
Zeytinoğlu stated that in the report, Turkey’s status as a key
partner and an EU candidate country was confirmed and
the cooperation on issues such as migration and refugees
was welcomed. While emphasising that the report included
important findings regarding the political and economic
criteria for EU membership, IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu said
that the report portrayed a one-sided and non-constructive
approach. Chairman Zeytinoğlu made the following remarks:
“The Turkey Report prepared by the European
Commission focuses on the Political Criteria namely; on
the independence of the judiciary, freedom of expression,
media and checks and balances.  At the same time, however,
economic problems are addressed. Structural reforms,
transparency in governance, democratic and legal norms,
which are highlighted in the report, are in line with the rules
and standards of the Council of Europe, of which Turkey is
a member. However, it is not sufficient to solely present an
analysis of the situation or to criticise Turkey in the areas Turkey
experiences challenges. Closing the door on Turkey and
making one-sided criticisms is not a coherent approach.”
IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu pointed out that since 2016 no
new chapter has been opened to negotiation and based on
the Council Conclusions adopted last year the modernisation
of Customs Union could not be launched. He continued as
follows:
“The accession negotiations are the EU’s most important
tool to maintain progress in candidate countries. However,
the EU does not use this mechanism effectively in the case of
Turkey. Opening Chapter 23 on Judiciary and Fundamental
Rights would be the most effective step for progress in the
areas of law, justice and freedoms in Turkey.  Yet, it cannot
be opened due to Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern
Cyprus’ veto.  Again, eight chapters related to Customs Union
have been suspended because of the Cyprus issue.
The EU has made a huge mistake by reducing its relations
with Turkey to the Cyprus issue.  It is easy to criticise. What
is essential is to support Turkey and make the available
mechanisms work to make progress. Negotiations for
the modernisation of the Customs Union have not been
launched, let alone revitalising the accession negotiations. The
visa liberalisation process is still to be completed. Reducing
the relations to migration is an unproductive policy.   From
migration to energy, from investments to stability in the
Balkans, Turkey is an extremely important partner for the EU.
Turkey is not ‘just any other country’ for the EU and it cannot
be so. It would be a wrong step to leave the relationship

2

5

IKV published the Turkish
summary of the European
Commission’s 2019 Report
on Turkey.

6
7
8
9
10
11
unsettled. On the contrary, more cooperation and alignment
is needed. The strengthening of the bond between Turkey
and the EU based on common interests would foster a winwin relationship.”
IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu also mentioned that findings
on the Economic Criteria touched on various important
challenges. He emphasised the fact that Turkey was
integrated well enough in the EU market in terms of trade
and investment was an important finding.   Moreover,
IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu commented on the fact that no
reference had been made on launch of the negotiations
for the modernisation of the Customs Union and stated the
Commission’s support in this area was crucial for a smooth
functioning Customs Union relationship. IKV Chairman
emphasised that Turkey should start implementing budget
discipline and structural reforms. IKV Chairman argued
that apart from making some valid points, the report was
overshadowed by a biased and exclusionary view.
Lastly, he touched upon the section concerning
the Cyprus issue: “The section focusing on Cyprus is also
interesting. While Turkey’s offshore hydrocarbon exploration
activities are considered as a disregard to the sovereignty of an
EU Member State, the report takes no note of the rights of the
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus in the Island’s Exclusive
Economic Zone. While stating that Turkey is moving away
from EU values, the report fails to make any recommendations
to bring Turkey closer to the EU.  The fact that it ignores the
security challenges and risks that a country as Turkey, which is
extremely important for Europe’s security, is faced with and it

IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU ATTENDED THE
MEETING ON TURKEY-UK TRADE RELATIONS

Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu
met with French Minister for
Europe and Foreign Affairs
Le Drian.

13

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu
participated in the 11th World
Chambers Congress in Rio de
Janeiro.

14
15
16
British International Trade
Secretary Fox visited Turkey.

17

The EU General Affairs Council
adopted conclusions on
Turkey.

18

EU leaders met in Brussels to
discuss nominations for EU’s
top jobs, climate change and
EU’s Strategic Agenda.

20

19

21
22

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu
attended the meeting entitled
“Future of Turkey-United
Kingdom Trade Relations”
organised by TOBB.
EU Monitoring Network
Project consortium consisting
of IKV, TAV and YADA
organised a study visit to
Brussels.
IKV Chairman attended the
25th year celebrations of
German-Turkish Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

23
Industry and Technology
Minister Varank visited
Hungary for the TurkeyHungary Joint Economic
Commission meeting.

O

n 18 June 2019, IKV
Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu
attended the meeting entitled
“Future of Turkey-United Kingdom
Trade Relations” organised by
TOBB.
Minister of Trade Ruhsar
Pekcan, TOBB President M.
Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu and the UK
Secretary of State for International
Trade Liam Fox delivered
speeches at the meeting held in
the TOBB reception hall.

12

24
25
26
27

World leaders met at the G20
Summit in Osaka to address
major global economic
challenges.

28

Special European Council
meeting on nominations for
EU’s top jobs took place.

30

29

IKV discussed the Customs
Union at the meeting
organised by TOBB and
EUROCHAMBRES in Sofia,
Bulgaria.
TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu
was awarded the Spanish
Order of Civil Merit.
IKV EU Information Centre
participated in the 4th
3
Issue 25EU•Information
December
2016
Centres
Coordination Meeting in Van.

31
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IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU
PARTICIPATED IN THE WORLD
CHAMBERS CONGRESS

IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU
TOOK PART IN THE 25TH YEAR
CELEBRATIONS OF AHK

O

n 21 June 2019, IKV Chairman Ayhan
Zeytinoğlu participated in the joint
meeting of the German-Turkish Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (AHK) and the
Turkish-German Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (TATSO) in Istanbul. The meeting,
hosted by AHK President Marcus Slevogt and
TATSO President Rolf Königs, was attended
by Undersecretary of Economy and Energy
of Germany Oliver Wittke and AHK and
TATSO Board Members.
Following the joint meeting of the
Board of Directors at German Embassy’s
Summer Residence held on the occasion of
the 25th anniversary of AHK, IKV Chairman
Zeytinoğlu delivered a speech and wished
success to the AHK management and team.

I

KV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu and the
accompanying delegation participated in the
11th World Chambers Congress which took place
in Rio de Janeiro on 12-13 June 2019.
The delegation held meetings with Brazilian
Deputy Minister of Economy Marcos Prodo Troyjo,
President of the Ibero-American Chambers of
Commerce (AICO) and the Union of Chambers of
Commerce of Colombia Julian Dominguez Rivera,

former President of AICO and Uruguay National
Chamber of Commerce and Services Ambrosio
Bertolotti, former President of AICO and Chile
Santiago President of the Chamber of Commerce
Peter T. Hill, Brazil Industrialists’ Federation (CNI)
Industry Development Director Carlos Eduardo
Abijaodi, ICC Brazil President Daniel Feffer, AICO
Board Member and President of Bogota Chamber
of Commerce Monica de Greiff.

IKV DISCUSSED THE CUSTOMS UNION
IN SOFIA

T

he meeting entitled
“Opportunities and
challenges of the Turkey-EU
Customs Union” organised by
TOBB and EUROCHAMBRES was
held on 26 June 2019 in Sofia.
The opening speech of the
meeting, hosted by Bulgarian
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (BCCI), was delivered
by BCCI Chairman Tsvetan
Simeonov. First Secretary Esin
Topçu from the Turkish Embassy in Sofia and
Natalia Dimitrova from the Bulgarian Ministry
of Economy spoke about Turkey-Bulgaria
trade relations while EUROCHAMBRES

I
Director Dirk Vantyghem introduced the
Turkey–EU Business Dialogue Project.
IKV Research Director Çisel İleri gave a
presentation on the modernisation of the
Customs Union.

EU MONITORING NETWORK PROJECT
CONSORTIUM PAID A STUDY VISIT TO BRUSSELS
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KV organised a panel entitled “Assessment
of European Parliament Elections and
Turkey Report: What Future for Turkey-EU
Relations?” in association with Friedrich
Naumann Foundation (FNF) and TurkeyEuropean Union Association (TURABDER) on
30 May 2019.
The opening speeches of the panel were
delivered by TURABDER President Assoc.
Prof. Zeynep Alemdar and IKV Vice President
Prof. Halûk Kabaalioğlu. IKV Secretary
General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas, Head of the

Political Science and International Relations
Department at Bahçeşehir University Prof.
Ebru Canan Sokullu, TEPAV Center for EU
Studies Director Nilgün Arısan Eralp, Assoc.
Prof. Özlem Kaygusuz from Ankara University
Faculty of Political Sciences Department
of International Relations, and TURABDER
President Assoc. Prof. Zeynep Alemdar
shared their views on the outcome of the EP
elections and the European Commission’s
2019 Turkey Report during the panel
moderated by Prof. Gül Günver Turan.

EU INFORMATION CENTRES COORDINATION
MEETING WAS HELD IN VAN

T

I

KV participated in the Brussels study visit
organised on 18-21 June 2019 as part of the
IPA-funded EU Monitoring Network Project
jointly run by Turkey Europe Foundation (TAV)
and YADA Foundation.
During the study visit, the team organised
a workshop on social impact assessment and
held meetings with representatives from EU
institutions and CSOs including IKV’s Brussels
Representation, DG NEAR, DG ECHO, European
Foundation Center, European Endowment for
Democracy and Technopolis Group. The team
visited Turkey’s Permanent Representation to the

IKV ASSESSED EP ELECTIONS AND
THE TURKEY REPORT AT A PANEL

EU and met with Deputy Permanent Delegate
Assoc. Prof. F.H. Burak Erdenir and Counsellor
Orhan Aydın.

he 4th coordination meeting
of the EU Information
Centres Network Support Project,
which is carried out by TOBB,
was hosted by Van Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on 2729 June 2019.
Head of the EU Delegation
to Turkey Ambassador Christian
Berger, President of Van Chamber
of Commerce and Industry Necdet
Takva, Communication Officer of the
EU Delegation to Turkey Selda Düzenli,

Coordinator of the IKV EU Information
Center Mehmet Poyrazlı, project
coordination team, as well as the
coordinators of EU Information Centres
based in 20 cities, attended the meeting.
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TURKEY-EU WATCH

NEWLY UNVEILED JUDICIAL REFORM STRATEGY
HIGHLIGHTS THE EU ACCESSION BID
According to the Turkish authorities, the new judicial reform strategy is a direct sign of commitment to Turkey’s
EU membership bid.

T

urkey’s new judicial reform strategy
was introduced by President Recep
Tayyip Erdoğan on 30 May 2019 in
Ankara with broad participation from
various stakeholders. President Erdoğan
pointed out the judicial reform strategy
as a sign of full commitment to the EU
membership bid. In this regard, the new
judicial reform strategy document aims
to promote rights and liberties and
improve the quality of legal services.
The strategy consists of two
fundamental perspectives, nine targets,
63 objectives and 256 activities.
The nine targets mentioned in the
strategy are as follows: protection
and improvement of the rights
and freedoms, improving judicial
independence, impartiality and
transparency, improving both the
quality and quantity of human
resources, increasing performance and

productivity, enabling the effective
use of the right of defence, ensuring
easier access to justice, increasing
the effectiveness of the criminal
justice system, simplifying civil justice
and administrative procedure and,
expanding the use of alternative
dispute settlement methods.
During the introductory meeting,
President Erdoğan emphasised that
one of the greatest gains from the
EU accession process has been the
ability to systematically implement
reform efforts. In this regard, until the
publication of the new judicial reform
strategy, the Reform Action Group,
the primary intergovernmental body
that is looking out for reforms related
to Copenhagen Criteria in Turkey has
convened regularly at the highest level
since the second half of 2018, after a
three-year pause.

GENERAL AFFAIRS COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS FACED
CRITICISM FROM TURKEY
Under intense pressure from Greece and the Greek Cypriot Administration, the Council adopted conclusions
on Turkey’s East Med drilling activities.

T

urkey’s drilling activities in the Eastern
Mediterranean were on the agenda of
the EU General Affairs Council convening in
Luxembourg on 18 June 2019. The General
Affairs Council, in its conclusions within the
scope of enlargement, expressed concern
over Turkey’s drilling activities in the Eastern
Mediterranean and argued that these had a
serious negative impact across the range of
Turkey-EU relations. Moreover, the General
Affairs Council called on the European
Commission and the External Action Service
to prepare options for measures against
Ankara in response to its drilling activities in
the so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
claimed by the Greek Cypriot Administration
of Southern Cyprus. According to reports,
Greece and the Greek Cypriot Administration
put pressure on the remaining Member States
to take action on the issue, with the Greek
Cypriot Administration openly threatening to
block the entire conclusions on enlargement.
Since early May, Turkey’s drillship “Fatih”
has been operating in an area located 75
kilometres off the western coast of the Island
and is soon set to be joined by the drillship
“Yavuz” which has sailed from Dilovası on 21
June 2019. Turkey’s drilling activities have
caused criticism from international actors

backing Greek Cypriot territorial claims. Turkey
has rejected criticisms on the grounds that
the drilling activities are conducted within the
boundaries of its continental shelf and are in
line with its legitimate rights emanating from
international law. According to reports, on 10
June 2019 the Greek Cypriot authorities issued
an arrest warrant for 25 people including the

crew of Fatih and officials cooperating with
the Turkish Petroleum Corporation.
The Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in a
written statement, rejected the General Affairs
Council conclusions as biased and unrealistic,
and stated that the conclusions showed how
far the EU was from understanding the steps
taken by Turkey despite the conditions it

finds itself in and the challenges it faces. By
accepting the Greek Cypriot Administration
as an EU member, the EU was demeaning
Turkey-EU relations over the Cyprus issue
and becoming a hostage of it, the statement
said. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs expressed
Turkey’s determination to stand for peace
and stability in the Aegean and the Eastern
Mediterranean. Recalling that the Turkish
Cypriot proposal to establish a joint energy
committee for the resources of the Island
had been rejected by the Greek Cypriot side,
it was stated that such a committee would
have increased confidence between parties
and facilitate a political settlement. It was
indicated that Turkey remained determined
to take the necessary steps with a view to
protecting its rights and interests within its
own maritime jurisdiction areas as well as the
legitimate rights and interests of the Turkish
Cypriots.
The issue was later taken up by EU leaders
at the European Council meeting. On 20
June 2019, the European Council adopted
conclusions along the same line and endorsed
the General Affairs Conclusions inviting the
Commission and the EEAS to submit options
for appropriate measures.

ISSUE 51

.

June 2019



1965
2019

ISSUE:
ISSUE:39
51 APRIL
– JUNE2018
2019

19 6 5

19 6 5

1965 1965
2018 2019

TURKEY-EU WATCH

WORLD LEADERS GATHERED IN OSAKA FOR THE
G20 SUMMIT
T

he long-awaited G20 Summit was held on
28-29 June in Osaka under the G20 term
presidency of Japan. Leaders of the world’s 20
largest economies discussed numerous issues
under the themes global economy, trade and
investment, innovation, environment and
energy, employment, women’s empowerment,
development and health.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan
participated in the G20 Summit and delivered
a keynote speech at the session held under the
theme “Addressing Inequalities, and Realising
an Inclusive and Sustainable World”. President
Erdoğan held numerous bilateral meetings on
the side lines of the G20 Summit, including
with Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez,
French President Emmanuel Macron, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, US President Donald
Trump, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, British Prime
Minister Theresa May and Indonesian President
Joko Widodo.
The highlights of the summit were the
US-China trade wars and the S-400 and F-35
tension. The S-400 and F-35 tension was
discussed during the Erdoğan-Trump meeting.
US President Donald Trump told reporters that
the Obama administration was to blame for
its reluctance to sell Patriot missiles to Turkey
before Turkey’s purchase of S-400. Concerning
potential sanctions, it was not made clear

whether sanctions will be imposed on Turkey
when it receives the Russian S-400 defence
system with Trump saying that they were
considering different solutions. The two leaders
also agreed upon increasing the bilateral trade
volume to 75 billion dollars.
The US-China trade war was also discussed

during the G20 Summit. US President Trump
and Chinese President Xi Jinping reached
agreement to resume trade talks between the
two countries. US President Trump stated that
the US-China trade talks would continue on
the condition that Chinese would buy farm
products from the US. In a more surprising

move, US President Trump backtracked on
a ban on sales of American equipment to
Chinese telecom giant, Huawei. US companies
will continue to sell products to Huawei but
whether it will be removed from the entity
list will be decided later on during the trade
negotiations.

THE ÇERKEZKÖY-KAPIKULE SECTION CHP CANDIDATE İMAMOĞLU
OF THE HALKALI-KAPIKULE RAILWAY WINS ISTANBUL MAYORSHIP
LINE PROJECT WAS SIGNED
E

W

orks contract for the
construction of the
Çerkezköy-Kapıkule section of
the largest Turkey-EU financial
cooperation project, HalkalıKapıkule Railway Line was signed
in Ankara on 11 June 2019 with
the participation of the Head of EU
Delegation to Turkey Ambassador
Christian Berger and Minister
for Transport and Infrastructure
Mehmet Cahit Turhan along
with a number of other officials.
The Halkalı-Kapıkule Railway
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Line project, which was signed
at the end of February on the
margins of the third Turkey-EU
High Level Economic Dialogue,
consists of three sections: HalkalıIspartakule, Ispartakule-Çerkezköy
and Çerkezköy-Kapıkule. The
construction of the ÇerkezköyKapıkule section would be
co-financed by the EU and Turkey
while the remaining sections
are expected to be carried out
by Turkish State Railway (TCDD)
and would be financed from the

national budget.
The Çerkezköy-Kapıkule
section of the Halkalı-Kapıkule high
speed railway line is 155 km in
length. The total cost of the project
is 1.1 billion euros and 275 million
euros of it will be provided by the
EU, making the project the singlelargest EU investment project
achieved in Turkey. This project
is the fourth EU-funded railway
project in Turkey. The HalkalıKapıkule Railway Line, which
connects Europe to Asia, upon its
completion, is envisaged to bring
significant benefits not only for
passengers but also for customs
brokers by enabling cheaper
and more reliable transport
opportunities between Europe and
Turkey. Moreover, other potential
gains to be made from the project
concern reduction in carbon
emissions and the promotion of
different modes of transport with
200-km-speed per hour and up-todate signalling system in line with
EU standards.

krem İmamoğlu won the
Istanbul mayoral elections
held on 23 June 2019 which
were a re-run of the 31 March
local elections. İmamoğlu,
who was the candidate
of the main opposition
party, Republican People’s
Party (CHP), was supported
by the “Nation Alliance”
including CHP and Iyi Party.
The mayoral contest was
between İmamoğlu and Binali Yıldırım,
a former prime minister, in fact the
last Prime Minister of Turkey’s defunct
parliamentary regime and candidate of
the “People’s Alliance” led by the ruling
Justice and Development Party (AKP)
and the Nationalist Action Party (MHP).
İmamoğlu received 54.21 percent of
the votes while Yıldırım received 44.99
percent. The margin went up from
13,000 to 800,000 votes between the
31 March and 23 June elections.
The results of the elections were
received quite positively around the
world. The results of the 31 March
elections were contested by the AKP
based on irregularities regarding the
conduct of the elections. The second
time around Istanbulites expressed

their preferences more clearly by
casting a higher number of votes
to the Nation Alliance candidate.
Allegedly, the problems in the
economy, the high rate of inflation
and increasing unemployment had
an effect on the shifting of the votes
towards the opposition candidate as
did some grievances regarding the
state of affairs in the governance of
the country. The result also showed
that the democratic process was
functioning in Turkey despite some
loss of ground on the democracy
front in recent years. The Istanbul
mayoral elections raised hopes
regarding a reversal of a general
democratic backsliding around the
globe and showed the resilience of the
democratic process.
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HIGH-LEVEL EXCHANGES

EUROPEAN COMMISSIONER FOR
MIGRATION AVRAMOPOULOS
PAID A VISIT TO TURKEY

E

uropean Commissioner for Migration,
Home Affairs and Citizenship Dimitris
Avramopoulos paid an official visit to Istanbul,
Turkey on 3 June 2019. Commissioner
Avramopoulos was received by President Recep
Tayyip Erdoğan at the Vahdettin Mansion.
Furthermore, Commissioner for Migration, Home
Affairs and Citizenship came together with

FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER LE
DRIAN VISITED TURKEY

F

rench Minister for Europe and
Foreign Affairs Jean-Yves Le Drian
paid an official visit to Turkey upon the
invitation of Turkish Foreign Minister
and Chief Negotiator Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu
on 13 June 2019. Bilateral relations,
current regional and international
developments as well as Turkey’s EU
accession process were among the
issues discussed by the two ministers.
The two ministers took stock of the
situation in Syria and Iraq, the latest
developments in the region, particularly
in Idlib and discussed the ways to
revive the political process. Discussions
focused on the different aspects of
bilateral cooperation such as political,
economic, cultural and educational
with a specific focus on security and
defence issues, particularly in the area
of counter-terrorism where cooperation
is close and vital to ensure the safety of
the citizens. Relations between Turkey
and the EU were also discussed in the
context of the European Commission’s
Report on Turkey.
Speaking at the joint press
conference following the meeting,
Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu indicated
that Turkey appreciated France for
taking measures against the PKK,
including freezing the assets of alleged
supporters of the terrorist organisation.
Çavuşoğlu warned France over its ties

Minister of Foreign Affairs Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu and
Minister of the Interior Süleyman Soylu. During
the meetings, Turkey-EU Statement dated 18
March 2016 was discussed in detail. The other
issues that were touched upon within the scope
of Commissioner Avramopoulos’ visit to Turkey
were possible areas for cooperation regarding
migration, border management and security.

BRITISH INTERNATIONAL TRADE
SECRETARY FOX VISITED TURKEY

on 16 April 2018. In
the context of the
visit, Stoltenberg
came together with
President Recep Tayyip
Erdoğan, Minister of
Foreign Affairs Mevlüt
Çavuşoğlu and Minister
of National Defence
Nurettin Canikli.
During the visit,
NATO Secretary
General Stoltenberg

the UK, which is one of the largest economies
in the world, are important and hold priority.
Referring to the cooperation between the two
countries in the context of NATO in numerous
areas including the fight against terrorism and
illegal migration, TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu
stated that UK’s support for Turkey’s EU bid has
always been appreciated by the Turkish business
community. Lastly, TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu
said that the most appropriate commercial
model in Turkey-UK trade relations in the postBrexit period would be free trade and that a free
trade agreement between Turkey and the UK
should be completed as soon as possible.

NATO allies’ solidarity
in the fight against all
kinds of terrorism was
emphasised.
Following the
meeting with President
Erdoğan, Stoltenberg
came together with
Minister of Foreign
Affairs Mevlüt
Çavuşoğlu. Minister
Çavuşoğlu and Secretary
General Stoltenberg

YPG, FETÖ and ISIL and
expressed that decisions
regarding enlargement
policy should be taken.
Lastly, Stoltenberg
met with Minister
of National Defence
Nurettin Canikli. During
the meeting, Minister
Canikli and NATO
Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg discussed
the cooperation in the

INDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY MINISTER
VARANK VISITED HUNGARY

O

n 17-18 June 2019,
UK Secretary of State
for International Trade
Liam Fox visited Turkey.
During his visit, Fox met
with the Turkish Trade
Minister Ruhsar Pekcan
and the Governor of the
Central Bank of Turkey and
discussed the ways to better
strengthen the Turkey-UK
alliance after the UK has left
the EU.
As a part of his visit,
Secretary Fox also met with
the business community at
the “Future of Turkey-United
Kingdom Trade Relations” meeting organised
by TOBB. During his speech at the meeting,
Secretary Fox highlighted the strong trading
relationship and pattern of investment in both
directions between the two countries. He also
set out a vision for Britain’s independent trade
policy as the UK prepares to leave the EU.
TOBB President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu, in his
speech, noted the serious lack of direction in
the trade relationship between Turkey and the
UK, expressed the hope that the UK leaving with
or without a deal would not adversely affect
economic relations with Turkey. TOBB President
Hisarcıklıoğlu indicated that trade relations with

with the YPG in Syria, offshot of the
terrorist organisation PKK, reiterating
its concerns that support to the group
would pose great risk to the unity and
territorial integrity of Syria. Foreign
Minister Çavuşoğlu emphasised that
apart from divergences on the YPG
issue, Turkey and France were working
together for a political transition
process.

I

ndustry and Technology Minister Mustafa
Varank visited Hungary to co-chair the TurkeyHungary Joint Economic Commission’s (JEC)
sixth term meeting on 25-26 June 2019. In his
speech at the JEC meeting, Minister Varank
pointed out to the importance of achieving
the 6 billion dollar trade volume target set
during President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s visit
to Budapest in 2018. Minister Varank invited
Hungarian business circles to invest in Turkey.
He also underscored the importance of lifting
transport quotas in order to boost trade
between the two countries and said that lifting
the quotas would not only facilitate Turkish

goods’ access to EU markets, but also provide
European consumers with easier and cheaper
access to diverse products.
Minister Varank held bilateral meetings
with Hungarian Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt
Semjen, Foreign Affairs and Trade Minister
Peter Szijjarto, and Innovation and Technology
Minister Laszlo Palkovics to add to the existing
cooperation between Turkey and Hungary and
to detect cooperation opportunities in third
countries. Minister Varank also met with Turkish
and Hungarian businesspeople to provide
information regarding investment opportunities
in Turkey.
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EXPERT VIEW

THE TIME HAS COME: THE EU “IS GOING ON AN
ADVENTURE” FOLLOWING THE EP ELECTIONS
After the EP elections, which were held in 28 EU Member States on 23-26 May 2019, the EU is entering a
new period with a brand new colourful Parliament.
an institution of the Union which
the party’s chairman, Nigel Farage,
advocates to leave.

Selvi EREN
IKV Junior Researcher

T

he 2019 EP elections, which
were much awaited by
European leaders, think tanks
and EU experts and expected with
less enthusiasm by European citizens,
took place in 28 EU Member States.
Even though the UK is not considered
in any scenario regarding the future
of the EU project due to the Brexit
process, it played its part throughout
the EP elections in choosing new
faces to the world’s one and only
supranational parliament.
The most striking point about
the EP elections is that the surge of
populism has proven to be mostly
media hype rather than a reflection
of the current reality of European
politics. The results of the elections
in 28 countries have proven wrong
narratives minimising the existential
crisis that the integration project faces
to a battle between the status quo and
populist anti-migration views.
The key message from over
200 million European voters, who
went to the polls on 23-26 May,
was the demand for change, with
lots of nuances within it. For some,
change meant being more active
in mitigating climate change, while
for others the time has come for
populist Eurosceptic views to shape
the integration project. The fact that
the need for “change” is the only
converging point of all the diverging
demands and perspectives about EU’s
future makes the situation a lot more
complex than it would have been if
it was basically a race between proEuropean and anti-European forces.



On behalf of IKV:
Ayhan Zeytinoğlu
Editor -in- Chief:
Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas
Editorial Directors:
Sema Çapanoğlu
Yeliz Şahin
Ahmet Ceran

JUNE 2019 No: 51

19 65

New Parliament: More Democratic
or More Chaotic?
According to the voting results,
the center-right European People’s
Party (EPP) maintains its status as
the largest group within the EP but
35 less seats. Similarly the second
largest group in the Parliament, the
Progressive Alliance of Socialists
and Democrats (S&D), lost 32 seats,
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meaning the status quo coalition
between the EPP and the S&D is over,
since they have lost their majority in
the Parliament, as they fall short in
obtaining a total of 376 seats. This
result also implies an end to the
gentlemen’s agreement between
the EPP and the S&D in deciding the
top jobs in European institutions
that has generally been decided in a
rotating way, as they previously had
the majority in the Parliament since its
first direct election in 1979. However,
40 years later, the status quo powers
of the EU will need another group’s
support, since their 336 seats fall short
of the majority required to adopt any
proposal in the EP.
Speaking of winners of the
elections, three different groups arose
among the others; liberals, greens
and populists, reincarnating diverging
perspectives and demands among
not only citizens, but also Member
States. The group of the Alliance of
Liberals and Democrats for Europe
(ALDE), which French President
Emmanuel Macron’s Renaissance
party has joined, has 108 seats at
the Parliament, with 40 more seats

.

June 2019

compared to the 2014 elections.
Following the increase in its number
of seats and expanding membership,
the third largest group in the EP has
rebranded itself as “Renew Europe”,
electing Romanian Dacian Cioloş as its
chairman who assumed the mandate
from his predecessor Guy Verhofstadt.
Greens/European Free Alliance
(Greens/EFA) won 75 seats in the
Parliament, increasing their share by
30 seats. With their victory, thanks to
high voter turnout as a result of the
increasing awareness of European
citizens, especially from western
and northern Member States, a new
crisis narrative officially entered
into the agenda of the European
institutions: climate crisis. Therefore,
with their enlarging share at the EP,
the Greens, alongside the liberals,
may be the new representatives
of pro-European reform narratives
proving that criticising the status quo
is not mandated by far-right populist
rhetoric. It is for sure that criticising
current politics is part and parcel for
iterating a change within the wheels
of the EU, regardless of whether it
is pro-European or anti-European
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change.
Speaking of anti-Europeans,
one must underline that after seeing
what the impasse of Brexit has been
costing to the UK; far right populist
parties reshaped their narratives. They
no longer declare the Brexit vote as a
success; on the contrary, they do want
to stay in the EU and shape its future.
In the aftermath of this shift from
criticising and wanting to leave the EU
to criticising and wanting to change
it, far right populists, whose main
representatives are Italian Matteo
Salvini and French Marine Le Pen, won
73 seats in the Parliament. Following
the “glorious result,” according to the
far right politicians themselves, the
name of the group was changed from
Europe of Nations and Freedom to
“Identity and Democracy” (ID).
Moreover, alongside its high
representation in the political scene,
which will likely slow down the
decision-making process at the heart
of the EU, the results of the elections
also reveal a paradoxical outcome.
The Brexit Party, which is part of
the group Europe of Freedom and
Direct Democracy, won 29 seats in
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Time for A New Adventure amid
Disagreements
If Tolkien wrote the story of the
EU facing multi-layered challenges,
it would probably be described as:
“a time for an adventure to a new
world ahead.” Adventure is a way to
describe these days in which the
integration project is shedding the
skin of its main institutions; namely,
the Parliament, Commission, Council
and Central Bank - the wheels of
the locomotive. Maybe the most
challenging part of these processes,
apart from all the disagreements in
place, is that the wheels are changing,
while the locomotive is still moving
and is not supposed to slow down.
The gatherings on 28 May,
20-21 June, as well as 30 June
remained inconclusive on who will
get the top positions at the heart
of European institutions; especially
the difficulty of naming the new
European Commission president as
a successor to Jean-Claude Juncker,
has shown the divisions on not only
the possible candidates, but also
the nomination procedure itself. The
Spitzenkandidaten system is under
severe criticism by groups other than
EPP and S&D because they perceive
it to be a procedure giving an
advantage to the largest group in the
Parliament; namely the centre-right
EPP.
When the politicians agree on
the next European Commission
president, the top position of the
EU, it is likely to create a domino
effect, enabling the nomination
of the remaining positions in the
institutions. Yet, although it is sure
and certain that the top jobs in
the EU will be filled eventually, the
new way leading to the future of
the integration project still remains
the main question that needs to be
answered as soon as possible. So,
the biggest challenge for the EU is
to consolidate one voice out of a
cacophony in order to decide its way.
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