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TURKEY’S MEASURES AGAINST COVID-19: PREVENTIVE 
ACTION AND ECONOMIC POLICY RESPONSE

Turkey has intensified its response to the novel coronavirus outbreak by introducing various measures to 
limit the spread of the pandemic and cushion its economic impact.

In the midst of a pandemic, every 
country is trying to find their 
own way of dealing with the 

unprecedented challenges presented 
each day. As of 1 April 2020, the total 
number of confirmed COVID-19 cases 
in the world has reached 911,308 with 
total number of deaths at 45,497 spread 
over 180 countries or regions over a 
period of four months. Of course, the 
initial challenge for the countries is to 
ensure the safety and health of their 
citizens in the face of this pandemic 
affecting an exponentially increasing 
number of people; in almost all cases 
this becomes a burden surpassing the 
capacities of national health systems 
of individual countries. However, the 
impact of this pandemic does not stop 
there as we all experience on a daily 
basis. National economies and the 
world economy started to suffer on a 
global scale since measures adopted 
cause disruptions on all aspects of life 
and are calling for countries to come up 
with urgent solutions on a daily basis.

In Turkey’s case, there are a total 
number of 15,679 confirmed cases 
with 277 deaths, as of 1 April 2020. 
According to the data from the Johns 
Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Centre, 
Turkey ranks 10th in the world in terms 
of the total number of confirmed cases. 
More significant data point to the steep 
curve representing the increase in the 
number of daily cases; the total number 
went up from 98 to 15,679 in only 
about two weeks.   

Preventive Actions against 
COVID-19

Turkey began taking some 
preventive measures as early as 6 
January 2020. An Operation Centre and 
a Science Council have been formed 
and Turkey started to draw up a “Guide 
for COVID-19” in line with the flow of 
information coming from all over the 
world.  In the first stage, measures taken 
aimed at containing the coronavirus 
and preventing it from spreading which 
included stopping flights first from 
countries in Asia and then gradually 

from all around the world as the gravity 
of the situation increased. Repatriation 
efforts of Turkish citizens from these 
countries have been coordinated; self-
isolation at home for 14 days was the 
advice given to them. 

With the announcement of the 
first COVID-19 case in Turkey on 10 
March 2020, new restrictions have 
begun to be introduced gradually. 
Flights to and from more countries 
have been banned, day care centres, 
clubs have been shut down and 
schools and universities have been 
temporarily closed. Restrictions have 
been put in place regarding visitors 
for hospitals and prisons. National and 
international meetings and conferences 
have been postponed. Cafés, 
restaurants, and all the venues where 
people could come together in large 
numbers were next to be closed down. 
The rule of 14 days of quarantine for 
people arriving from abroad became 
compulsory. 

To this day, more restrictions are 
being introduced every day. People 
over the age of 65 are banned to go 
out of their homes and outdoor leisure 
activities are banned on the coastal 
areas of Istanbul. Intercity maritime lines 
carrying people to and from Istanbul 
have been cancelled and intercity 
travel by car and by bus is made 
conditional upon pre-approval by the 

authorities. Health checks have been 
set up entering and leaving every city 
and a number of villages have been 
put under quarantine all over Turkey. 
Banking hours have been limited to 
12:00-17:00 in line with the other social 
distancing measures. 

Economic Policy Response to 
COVID-19 

As for the economic and financial 
dimension of the pandemic, the 
statement made by President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan on 18 March following 
the Coronavirus Assessment Meeting 
has been pivotal in announcing the 
relevant measures. These can be 
outlined under two categories; fiscal 
and monetary.

As stated in the press release by 
the Central Bank of the Republic of 
Turkey (CBRT), the CBRT has adopted 
monetary measures in relation to 
providing banks with as much liquidity 
as they need through intraday and 
overnight standing facilities; injecting 
liquidity to the market through repo 
auctions; increasing the liquidity limits 
of Primary Dealers in the framework 
of Open Market Operations (OMOs); 
giving the possibility of holding 
conventional swap auctions with 
different maturities; reducing FX reserve 
requirement ratios by 500 basis points 
in all liability types; offering banks 

targeted additional liquidity facilities 
to secure uninterrupted credit flow to 
the corporate sector. Extending the 
maturities for repayment of rediscount 
credits, offering an additional 12 
months export commitment fulfilment 
time and extending maximum 
maturities for rediscount credits are 
among the measures taken regarding 
rediscount credits for export and 
foreign exchange earning services.

On the fiscal side, the 100-billion-lira 
worth package of “Economic Stability 
Shield” has been announced by the 
President to help the economy. Within 
this context, withholding VAT tax and 
SSI premiums have been postponed 
for six months for affected industries. 
Accommodation tax will not be levied 
until November 2020. VAT for domestic 
airline transport, will be brought down 
to 1 percent for three months. Repay 
instalments and interests payable 
on loans by firms whose cash flow is 
adversely affected and credit debts, 
capital and interest payments by 
tradesmen and craftsmen will be 
postponed for at least three months. 
Exporting firms will be given stock 
financing support in order to keep 
their capacity utilisation rates. The 
Credit Guarantee Fund limit has been 
raised from 25 billion liras to 50 billion 
liras to support those SMEs which are 
in need of liquidity as a result of the 

recent developments. Minimum down 
payment for housing with a value of 
less than 500,000 liras will be brought 
down to 10 percent. The procedure 
for Short Term Working Allowance 
will be made easier and quicker. The 
minimum pension will be increased to 
1,500 liras and the religious fest bonus 
for the pensioners will be paid in the 
beginning of April 2020. The Ministry 
of Family, Labour and Social Services 
will give a total of 2 billion liras worth 
of financial aid to those in need. A 
periodical follow-up programme has 
been set up to provide support to 
people who are over 80 years of age 
and who are living alone in their homes.

On the legal side, in order to ease 
the burden on the legal system, most 
bankruptcy and debt enforcement 
procedures have been halted until 
end of April 2020; legal notification 
procedures are postponed to the end 
of March 2020. Most tax administration 
and other procedures and title deed 
transactions will be processed either 
electronically or by post; deadlines 
for income tax declarations are to 
be extended; court cases will be 
postponed and mediation meetings 
will take place via teleconference.

New measures keep coming in 
order to offset the adverse effects of 
the pandemic on a global scale. Like 
Turkey, the EU has also been taking 
some measures to keep the internal 
market moving smoothly, to help the 
firms and industries under distress 
due to the pandemic by activating 
escape clauses in relation to budgetary 
concerns, easing the State Aid rules 
to provide financial aid to industries 
as well as bringing together resources 
from Member States to redistribute 
them to those in greater need among 
others. However, it still remains to be 
seen whether EU will be able to act 
in unity on issues which matter most 
to keep the spirit of Europe. It also 
remains to be seen whether the world 
at large will be able to unite under the 
threat of the pandemic affecting the 
whole world.
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“PRESIDENT ERDOĞAN’S BRUSSELS VISIT IS OF CRITICAL 
IMPORTANCE FOR RELATIONS WITH THE EU”
IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu issued 

the following statement ahead of Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s Brussels visit 
and mini-summit with senior EU officials on 9 
March 2020:

 “The upcoming mini-summit between 
President Erdoğan, European Council President 
Michel and Commission President von der 
Leyen is of great importance for the future of 
Turkey-EU relations. The continuation of Turkey-
EU cooperation on refugees including on 
Syrians under temporary protection in Turkey, 
as well as the issue of how to revive the stalled 
relations with the EU will be on the agenda of 
this mini-summit. Supporting the ceasefire in 
Idlib, the situation of the civilians and prevention 
of a new influx of refugees are the main issues 
which require the EU and Turkey to work 
together. Turkey and the EU, which are faced 
with so many common problems, should be in 
continuous dialogue and should communicate 
more frequently. As the business community, 
our main demand is the modernisation of the 
Customs Union. Taking a step forward in this 
direction will provide a lifeline for reviving the 
relations with the EU.”

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu also focused 
on the refugee influx and stated that the EU 
should not leave Turkey alone in dealing with 
this phenomenon: “Migratory flows from 

Turkey to the EU have increased following the 
government’s decision to open the borders. 
When we look at the migrants heading to 
the Pazarkule border crossing, who are being 
blocked by Greece, we see that most of them 
are of Afghan origin. Turkey is home to more 
than 3.7 million Syrians; however, there are also 
migrants and refugees from countries such as 
Iran, Afghanistan and Iraq. At this point, it does 
not seem possible for Turkey, which hosts the 
largest number of refugees in the world, to carry 
this burden alone. Many of the migrants aim to 
go to the EU. Given the fact that Germany spends 

30 billion euros annually for 800 thousand 
refugees, it can be argued that Turkey is carrying 
EU’s burden by hosting over 3.5 million Syrian 
refugees. If these refugees had passed to EU 
countries such as Germany instead of staying in 
Turkey, this would incur an annual cost of 80-100 
billion euros. The EU should not leave Turkey 
alone. It seems that migration will continue to be 
among the top issues on the agenda of Turkey 
and the EU in the years to come.”

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu criticised the 
EU’s approach indicating that the EU has 
failed to deliver on its promises outlined in 

the Turkey-EU Statement of 18 March 2016 
and that it was too late in devising a strategy 
for maintaining the cooperation on migration. 
He continued as follows: “It has been four years 
since the Turkey-EU Statement was agreed, and 
in this period there were significant delays in 
EU’s delivery of financial aid. Moreover, there 
was regress rather than progress in other areas 
covered by the statement. The visa liberalisation 
process has not been finalised although a 
vast majority of the 72 criteria in the roadmap 
except for 6 were fulfilled. The talks aimed at the 
modernisation of the Customs Union could not 
be launched. The accession negotiations have 
ground to a halt. The EU has failed to deliver on 
its promise to resettle 72 thousand Syrians from 
Turkey into EU Member States. Recently, the EU 
has adopted conclusions imposing sanctions 
on Turkey in connection with its hydrocarbon 
drilling activities. It was stated that the EU stood 
by the Greek Cypriot Administration because 
it is a member but the fact that Turkey is an 
EU candidate country has been completely 
neglected. It is unacceptable for Turkey to be 
isolated and for relations with Turkey to be 
relegated like this, given that it is a key country 
for the EU in areas such as security, migration 
and energy. I believe that the summit provides 
an important opportunity for restoring the 
relations.”

Representatives of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges, professional and 

civil society organisations in Istanbul made a 
joint press statement at the Istanbul Chamber 
of Commerce (ICOC) to demonstrate their 
reaction to the attack by the regime forces on 
Turkish soldiers in Idlib, Syria.

The joint statement, which was signed 
by professional and civil society organisations 
including IKV and IKV’s founders and 
trustees such as the Union of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB), 
ICOC, Istanbul Chamber of Industry (ICI) 
and Istanbul Commodity Exchange (ISTIB), 
was read by ICOC President Şekib Avdagiç. 
ICOC President Avdagiç made the following 
remarks: “As professional and civil society 
organisations representing all segments of 
the Turkish society, we have united under our 
flag. We stand by our state and our heroic 
army which are resolutely fighting against the 
murderous regime. We stand behind every 
decision and every step to be taken, with all 
our strength.”

The joint statement was simultaneously 
issued in 81 provinces across Turkey. While 
denouncing the heinous attack perpetrated 
by the Syrian regime forces on Turkish 
soldiers, the joint statement expressed 
Turkish business community’s full unity and 

solidarity with the state and the heroic Turkish 
Armed Forces fighting against regime forces 
in Syria. The statement indicated that the 
world remained silent to the persecution in 
Syria and the atrocities committed against 
hundreds of thousands of civilians, the 
deportation of millions of people from their 
homes while stating that Turkey’s peace 
and security-oriented efforts did not get a 
response in many countries. It was stated 
that it was Turkey’s historical, humanitarian 
and conscientious responsibility to protect 
the right to life of Syrian brothers and sisters 
fleeing from the regime’s persecution. It 

was also reminded that the protection of its 
borders and the prevention of the formation 
of terrorist structures on its borders was 
Turkey’s most natural right. The statement 
sent a strong message of unity and support 
to every decision and step to be taken in this 
regard.

The joint statement was signed by TOBB, 
IKV, ICOC, ICI, ISTIB, Istanbul and Marmara, 
Aegean, Mediterranean, Black Sea Regions 
Chamber of Shipping (İMEAK DTO), Association 
of Anatolian Businessmen (ASKON), HAK-IS 
Trade Union Confederation, Confederation 
of Public Servants Trade Unions (MEMUR-

SEN), Istanbul Union of the Chambers 
of Artists and Artisans (İSTESOB), Young 
Businessmen Association of Turkey (TÜGİAD), 
Confederation of Turkish Trade Unions 
(TÜRK-İŞ), Turkish Confederation of Employer 
Associations (TİSK), TOBB Young Entrepreneurs 
Council, TOBB Women Entrepreneurs Council, 
Turkish Public Employers’ Union Confederation 
(KAMU-SEN), Notaries Union of Turkey, 
The Union of Chambers of Certified Public 
Accountants Turkey (TÜRMOB), All Industrialists’ 
and Businessmen’s Association (TÜMSİAD) 
and Association of Turkish Travel Agencies 
(TÜRSAB).

IKV JOINED THE JOINT PRESS STATEMENT ON THE 
ATTACK IN IDLIB
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TIMELINE

 

 

Bulgarian Prime Minister 
Borissov visited Turkey.

EU High Representative Borrell and 
Crisis Management Commissioner 

Lenarčič visited Ankara.
 

European Council President 
Michel visited Turkey.

President Erdoğan and  Russian 
President Putin met in Moscow.

 

EU Foreign Ministers came 
together in Zagreb.

President Erdoğan paid a 
working visit to Brussels and 

held a meeting with the new EU 
leadership.

Turkish, French, German 
and British leaders held a 

videoconference meeting.

Turkey unveiled the Economic 
Stability Shield support package 
to combat the economic impact 

of the COVID-19 pandemic.

 EU approved opening accession 
talks with Albania and North 

Macedonia.

G20 leaders held a virtual 
summit on COVID-19.

North Macedonia officially 
joined NATO.

The European Commission 
announced a 37-billion-euro 

Coronavirus Response 
Investment Initiative.

Turkey launched a National 
Solidarity Campaign to aid the 

fight against COVID-19.

IKV joined the statement 
denouncing the Idlib attack 
and expressing support for 
Operation Spring Shield.

IKV visited the Istanbul Chamber 
of Industry.

IKV organised a panel at TOBB 
University of Economics and 
Technology.

IKV participated in Yeditepe 
University Career Festival 2020. 

IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu 
issued a press release on the 
occasion of International 
Women’s Day. 

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu issued 
a statement ahead of President 
Erdoğan’s Brussels visit.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
issued a message on the 105th 
anniversary of Çanakkale 
Victory.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
commented on the economic 
measures adopted by the EU 
in response to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu issued 
a statement on EU’s decision 
to launch accession talks with 
Albania and North Macedonia.

MARCH 2020
IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU ASSESSED 
EU’S ECONOMIC MEASURES AGAINST 
THE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK

On 20 March 2020, IKV Chairman 
Ayhan Zeytinoğlu issued a 

statement on the support packages 
adopted by the EU and its Member 
States in relation to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) outbreak. Stating that the 
COVID-19 pandemic would cause 
a serious economic recession, IKV 
Chairman Zeytinoğlu underlined 
the importance of protecting both 
businesses and employees with 
urgent measures:

“The effects of the coronavirus 
outbreak will be felt for a long time. 
There are risks such as slowdown in 
manufacturing, decline in demand, 
business closures and increased 
unemployment. The EU and the 
Member States have reacted 
with announcing comprehensive 
packages which reveal the 
magnitude of the crisis. For example, 
Germany launched an economic 
package of at least 550 billion 
euros to support its companies. 
This amount is larger than the 500 
billion-euro package announced 
during the 2008 economic crisis. 
‘Unlimited’ credit opportunities are 
put forward to keep the businesses 
going. In France, there is a delay in 
bank maturities with tax liabilities and 
social expenses, and an exceptional 
system has been put in place, 
which includes a 300-billion-euro 
government guarantee against bank 
loans. A 45-billion-euro emergency 
aid scheme, a 32-billion-euro tax and 
social security support scheme and 
a 2-billion-euro solidarity fund have 
been set up for companies in this 
context.”

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu stated 
that the economic effects of the 
coronavirus outbreak have prompted 
the EU and the Member States to 
take measures to relax the criteria 
foreseeing budgetary discipline 

and said: “The EU and the Member 
States have overcome the initial 
hesitation in tackling the effects of 
the coronavirus outbreak and started 
taking comprehensive measures. This 
crisis is an existential crisis for the 
EU. Whether the EU is truly united is 
being tested. In addition to ensuring 
the free movement of essential 
goods such as medical supplies 
and food in EU’s internal market, it 
is also important to lend support 
to countries such as Italy where 
the crisis is felt the most. Diagnosis, 
treatment, provision of protective 
materials and strengthening of 
healthcare systems have been 
the priority. However, with the 
declaration of the coronavirus as 
a pandemic and the epicentre of 
the outbreak shifting from China to 
Europe, support packages aimed 
at protecting businesses against 
bankruptcy risks, deferring tax and 
credit payments, and supporting 
employees have been announced.”

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
summarised the key elements of 
the adopted packages as follows:  
“In the first stage, monetary 
resources are transferred to the 
system for the urgent needs of 

healthcare systems and for measures 
against the virus in the medium 
term. In the second stage, resources 
are provided to businesses whose 
activities have slowed down or 
have ground to a halt due to the 
economic slowdown. This transfer 
will be in the form of urgent cash 
transfers, loans and grants, as well 
as deferral of taxes, premiums, 
expenses and even rents. Special 
arrangements will be made to 
maintain the level of employment. 
At the EU level, very serious 
additional funds are created both 
from the EU budget and through 
the use of European Central Bank’s 
and European Investment Bank’s 
resources. The macroeconomic side 
effects such as inflation, which will 
be caused by the injection of very 
high amounts into the market, are 
being neglected for the time being. 
At the level of politicians and other 
macro-decision-makers, there is a 
tremendous determination to ‘do 
everything possible and more’ in 
order to prevent a paralysis in the 
economic system. Thanks to this 
determination, it is hoped that the 
fear that dominates the markets and 
the society will be replaced by trust.”

1965
2020

On 3 March 2020, IKV Secretary 
General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem 

Nas, Strategy and Business 
Development Director M. Gökhan 
Kilit and Research Director Çisel 
İleri visited the Istanbul Chamber 
of Industry (ICI) and met with ICI 
Secretary General Haktan Akın 
and Deputy Secretary General 
Burçin Değirmencioğlu. During 
the meeting, areas of joint activity 
and interinstitutional cooperation 
opportunities were discussed.

IKV VISITED THE ISTANBUL CHAMBER OF 
INDUSTRY
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IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu issued the 
following statement on the occasion of 8 

March International Women’s Day: 
“I congratulate all women on the 

occassion of International Women’s Day. 
This day offers us an opportunity to  reflect 
on the existing problems and the ways 
to improve the situation of women in 
Turkey and the world. Ensuring gender 
equality  in every field and women’s equal 
representation in all areas from business 
to politics should be among top policy 
priorities. When we look at women’s 
employment rate, while the global average 
stands at 47 percent and the EU’s average 
is 67 percent, Turkey’s average is only 34 
percent.

The participation of women in the 
economy as both entrepreneurs and 
employees will increase productivity and 
create dynamism in the economy. In the 
21st century, business life and the labour 
market are also changing rapidly. While the 
service economy is gaining prominence, 
the use of artificial intelligence is gaining 
pace in all sectors. While traditional manual  
labour is increasingly being replaced 
by automation, we see that cross skills 
such as social cohesion, communication, 
teamwork, and problem solving, gain 
significance in business life. Research shows 
that women are ahead of men in these 
types of skills. When we look at the reasons 
underlying low level of female participation 

in the labour force, social and cultural 
prejudices and the difficulties in balancing 
household  work and professional work 
life come first. Even though some women  
are not profesionally employed, they are 
involved in multiple unpaid jobs such as 
household work, childcare and care for the 
elderly; therefore, they actually produce 
great value. In the EU, 75 percent of this 
household work, which is an unpaid job, is 
done by women; this percentage is much 
higher in Turkey. According to ILO data, the 
gender pay gap in Turkey is 12.9 percent 
and is lower than the EU average which 
stands at 16 percent.

Violence against women continues 
to be an open wound. According to 
recent EU data, 33 percent of women face 
physical or sexual violence. Recent years 
have witnessed an increase in cases of 
violence against women in Turkey. The 
Istanbul Convention, which was opened for 
signature in 2011, is the first international 
document to be legally binding on 
preventing and combating violence 
against women and domestic violence.
Turkey is one of the first signatories to the 
Convention. Our main goal should be to 
prevent gender-based violence, increase 
women’s participation in professional life, 
and ensure their equal participation in 
decision-making mechanisms and politics, 
in order to improve the situation and the 
equality of women in all these areas.”

IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU’S 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
MESSAGE

EU GREENLIGHTED LAUNCHING 
ACCESSION TALKS WITH ALBANIA 
AND NORTH MACEDONIA

On 24 March 2020, IKV Chairman Ayhan 
Zeytinoğlu issued a statement following 

Coreper’s decision to open EU accession talks 
with Albania and North Macedonia. Stressing 
that the decision to open accession negotiations 
with Albania and North Macedonia was key for 
maintaining EU’s credibility and reputation in 
its immediate neighbourhood, IKV Chairman 
Zeytinoğlu made the following statement:

“The decision to open accession talks with 
Albania and North Macedonia is an important 
step for the future of the EU. The issue has 
come to the agenda of the European Council 
last October; however, it was vetoed by France. 
President Macron insisted for EU’s decision-making 
procedures and enlargement policy to be revised 
before negotiations could be launched with the 
two candidate countries. As it can be recalled, 
the biggest obstacle on North Macedonia’s EU 
path was the name dispute. Greece had been 
objecting to the country’s use of its constitutional 
name ‘Macedonia’ as it had a region with the 
same name and viewed it as a security threat. 
According to a landmark deal reached between 
the two countries in 2018, the country agreed to 
change its name to ‘North Macedonia’. It was a 
huge mistake for the EU not to open its doors to a 
country even willing to change its constitutional 
name to become an EU member. For the EU, 
it meant a loss of credibility and reputation in 
its immediate neighbourhood. The launch of 
negotiations with Albania has been the subject 
of controversy. Besides France, Denmark and 
the Netherlands had blocked the opening of 
accession negotiations with Albania due to 
problems concerning corruption and organised 
crime. Coreper, consisting of ambassadors of the 
EU Member States, has given a green light for 
launching negotiations with these countries. We 
expect this decision to be approved by EU Foreign 
Ministers and then by EU leaders.”

Indicating that it was unacceptable for France 
to block the opening of accession negotiations 
with Albania and North Macedonia, IKV Chairman 
Zeytinoğlu welcomed the step to reverse this 
wrong approach. IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu 
stressed the need to emphasise EU’s importance 

in a Europe traumatised by COVID-19 and 
underscored that the enlargement policy had a 
key function in this regard: 

“The EU is shaken by an existential crisis. 
Europe has become the epicentre of the 
COVID-19 outbreak after China. Especially Italy, 
Spain and France have been affected extremely 
negatively. The EU has been quite late in 
responding to this crisis. As of last week, they have 
taken some important steps such as restricting 
travel from outside the EU, procuring medical 
equipment, and easing the Eurozone budget rules. 
After the crisis has subsided, Member States will 
ask the EU the following question: ‘What did you 
do for us in our hardest time?’ The EU will need 
to explain to all Member States why its existence 
is necessary. In these difficult times, we see that 
China has stood out. China sending protective 
equipment and test kits to Italy, indicates that 
China’s soft power is set to increase across Europe. 
Nevertheless, the EU needs to display a visionary 
policy and emphasise its importance for entire 
Europe. Launching negotiations with Albania 
and North Macedonia at this critical time will 
be an important step for the soft power of the 
EU. Similarly, the restoration of relations with 
Turkey and the revitalisation of the membership 
perspective would be a step highlighting the EU’s 
importance for the future of Europe. We invite the 
EU to take action on this issue”.

1965
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IKV PARTICIPATED IN YEDİTEPE UNIVERSITY`S 
CAREER FESTIVAL

On 5 March 2020, IKV 
Strategy and Business 

Development Director M. 
Gökhan Kilit participated 
in the “Career Festival 2020” 
organised by Yeditepe 
University’s Career Centre 
and informed the students 
about IKV’s history, research 
and activity areas. Strategy 
and Business Development 
Director Kilit also talked about 
IKV’s internship programme 
and career opportunities at 
CSOs.

The second phase of the project entitled “Future 
Values Training: European Sentiment in Turkey 

among Opinion-Shapers and Youth Leaders 
2019-2020” jointly carried out by IKV, the European 
Neighbourhood Council (ENC) and the Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation (FNF) kicked off in Turkey. 
The first phase of the project was held at IKV’s 
Brussels Representation between 28 October and 
1 November 2019. In the second phase of the 
project, the participants will deliver lectures at 
panels to be organised on their specific areas of 
expertise in various universities across Turkey. The 
fourth of such panels was held on 5 March 2020 
at TOBB University of Economics and Technology 
(TOBB ETÜ) under the theme “Shaping the 

European Future: Present and Further Challenges 
for the Representative Polity”. IKV Secretary General 
Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas delivered the keynote 
speech at the panel while IKV Junior Researcher 
Selvi Eren made a presentation as a guest speaker.

IKV HELD A PANEL AT TOBB UNIVERSITY WITHIN 
THE SCOPE OF “FUTURE VALUES TRAINING”
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TURKEY-EU WATCH

The most important outcome of the meeting between President Erdoğan and the new EU leadership was 
an agreement to work together to reach a common understanding on the implementation of the 2016 
refugee deal.

DIPLOMATIC TRAFFIC BETWEEN TURKEY AND EU 
INTENSIFIED IN MARCH

March began with intense diplomatic traffic 
between Turkey and the EU following 

Ankara’s decision to allow the passage of 
irregular migrants into Europe as attacks by 
the Syrian regime forces intensified in Syria’s 
northwestern Idlib province with pressure 
mounting on the Turkish-Syrian border. Turkey, 
which currently hosts the largest refugee 
population worldwide with close to 4.1 million 
refugees including 3.7 million Syrians, has long 
warned that it could not handle a new refugee 
wave alone. The decision is seen as a direct 
consequence of the EU’s inaction with regards 
to the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Idlib and 
its failure to deliver on the commitments under 
the Turkey-EU Statement of 18 March 2016 also 
known as the refugee deal. 

As it can be recalled, under the refugee 
deal, the EU had pledged to provide 3+3 
billion euros by the end of 2019 to be used 
in projects for Syrians in Turkey, to revive 
Turkey’s EU accession talks by opening new 
chapters, speed up the visa liberalisation 
process and launch the talks aimed at the 
modernisation of the Customs Union. Four 
years on, while the deal has succeeded in 
stemming the flow of refugees through the 
Aegean route, many of the promises made by 
the EU have failed to materialise as Turkey-EU 
ties have become increasingly strained most 
recently due to EU sanctions over Turkey’s East 
Mediterranean hydrocarbon drilling activities. 
Moreover, Ankara has voiced concern over 

the inefficiency and shortcomings in the 
disbursement of the 3+3-billion-euro financial 
assistance for Syrians in Turkey.

In the aftermath of Turkey’s decision to 
allow irregular migrants pass into Europe, 
many senior European officials including 
European Council President Charles Michel, 
Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko Borissov and 

EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy Josep Borrell visited Turkey to 
discuss the situation in Idlib and Turkey-EU 
cooperation on refugees. 

On 9 March 2020, Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan paid a one-day working visit 
to Brussels and held meetings with NATO 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg as well as  

European Council President Charles Michel 
and European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen. Although the implementation 
of the refugee deal was  at the top of the 
agenda, President Erdoğan’s meeting with the 
EU’s new leadership was seen as an important 
opportunity for an exchange of views on all 
aspects of Turkey-EU relations. During the 
meeting, the leaders agreed to task Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu and EU 
High Representative Josep Borrell to work on 
clarifying the implementation and reach a 
common understanding on the interpretation 
of the refugee deal. 

On 17 March 2020, President Erdoğan held 
a videoconference call with French President 
Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and British Prime Minister Boris Johnson. 
The meeting, which was initially set to take 
place in Istanbul, was held via videoconference 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. During the 
videoconference call, the leaders discussed the 
Syrian crisis, including methods of delivering 
humanitarian aid to Idlib, Turkey-EU relations, 
irregular migration, the situation in Libya and 
possible joint action against the COVID-19 
outbreak. Speaking to the reporters after the 
videoconference call, German Chancellor 
Merkel underlined that if necessary more funds 
could be made available for refugees and 
underscored that they were aware of Turkey’s 
expectations concerning the modernisation of 
the Customs Union.

TURKEY AND RUSSIA AGREED ON A CEASEFIRE IN IDLIB 

A ceasefire in Idlib agreed between 
Russia and Turkey came into force 

on 6 March 2020. The agreement was 
announced after about six hours of talks 
between Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin in the Russian capital, Moscow on 
5 March.

Idlib has witnessed increased 
violence and bloodshed since December 
2019 with nearly one million Syrians 
forced to flee their homes and seek safety 
near the Turkish border. The deal struck 
between Turkish President Erdoğan and 
his Russian counterpart comes after 
an escalation of violence in Idlib, the 
northwestern province of Syria where 
Ankara is battling Moscow-backed 
government forces. Last month, 36 Turkish 
soldiers were martyred in Idlib during 
a Russian-backed Syrian government 

offensive and Turkey responded by 
launching Operation Spring Shield against 
Syrian regime forces. The incident sparked 
fears of a direct military conflict between 
Turkey and Russia.

The ceasefire, which came into 
force on 6 March, is aimed at cooling 
geopolitical tensions and halting what 
is already a massive humanitarian crisis. 
The deal establishes a security corridor six 
kilometers to the north and south of the 
M4, a key east-west roadway that, along 
with the M5, effectively reconnects the 
major cities under the Syrian regime’s 
control. Turkey and Russia also agreed to 
conduct joint patrols in this area, starting 
15 March. Despite the agreed ceasefire, 
Turkey “reserves the right to retaliate 
with all its strength against any attack” by 
forces of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, 
President Erdoğan warned.
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Ceasefire brokered by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin 
took effect in Syria’s Idlib.
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EU FOREIGN AFFAIRS COUNCIL STATEMENT ON REFUGEE 
CRISIS SPARKED CRITICISM 

On 5 March 2020 EU Foreign Ministers came 
together in Zagreb for the Informal Meeting 

of Foreign Ministers (Gymnich) in the context of 
the Croatian Presidency of the EU. The Gymnich 
meeting was followed by an extraordinary 
Foreign Affairs Council meeting on 6 March 
with a special focus on the crisis in Idlib and the 
situation at the EU’s external borders. 

Following the Council meeting, EU Foreign 
Ministers issued a joint statement expressing 
their common wish for a ceasefire in Syria. 
Underlining the importance of European unity 
to address sufferings caused by the Syrian civil 
war and the refugee crisis, Ministers expressed 
solidarity with Greece. Despite praising Turkey’s 
efforts in hosting nearly 4 million Syrian 
refugees, EU Foreign Ministers claimed that 
Turkey was instrumentalising the refugee issue 

and accused Turkey of using migratory pressure 
for political purposes.

In a statement issued on 6 March, the Turkish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs criticised the EU for its 
hypocritical stance and its failure to understand 
the increasing migratory burden and security 
challenges Turkey had been encountering as 
well as the efforts it had made. Furthermore, 
it was stated that the EU contradicted its own 
values by backing up a country which was 
violating international law and resorting to all 
sorts of maltreatment to refugees reaching its 
borders. It was stated that before urging Turkey 
to respect the 18 March refugee deal, the EU 
and its Member States should implement the 
deal in its entirety and needed to understand 
sharing responsibilities demanded more than 
mobilising financial support.
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On 24 March 2020, EU Foreign and 
European Affairs Ministers, meeting via 

videoconference due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, gave a green light for opening 
accession negotiations with Albania and North 
Macedonia. The decision was later endorsed 
by the 27 EU leaders in a videoconference 
meeting. Albania and North Macedonia will be 
the first countries to begin EU accession talks 
since Serbia embarked upon the same path in 
2014. 

As it can be recalled, despite the European 
Commission’s favourable recommendation, EU 
leaders had previously failed to reach a decision 
on the matter with France backed by Denmark 
and the Netherlands, which had reservations 
about Albania’s track record in the fight against 
corruption and organised crime, blocking the 
launch of accession talks with the two Western 
Balkan countries. French President Emmanuel 
Macron, who emerged as a key veto player in 
the process, argued that the EU would have to 

reform itself before a new enlargement could 
take place and called for a complete overhaul 
of the EU accession process. The failure to give 
the two EU-hopefuls a date to start accession 
talks was seen as a historic mistake and a huge 
blow to the EU’s credibility in the Western 
Balkans. A compromise was reached after the 
European Commission submitted proposals 
for revising the EU accession methodology by 
granting the Member States a stronger role 
in monitoring reforms and emphasising the 
reversibility of the process. Moreover, additional 
conditions concerning the rule of law were  
introduced for Albania. 

The first intergovernmental conferences 
with Skopje and Tirana will convene following 
the adoption of the accession frameworks 
by the Council. For the intergovernmental 
conference to convene, Tirana is expected to 
fulfil additional conditions concerning the rule 
of law, electoral and judicial reforms and the 
fight against corruption and organised crime.

ALBANIA AND NORTH MACEDONIA 
RECEIVED GREEN LIGHT FOR EU 
ACCESSION TALKS
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TURKEY CHALLENGED EU 
STEEL IMPORT CURBS AT THE 
WTO 

On 19 March 2020, Turkey applied 
to the World Trade Organisation 

(WTO) for the launch of consultations 
regarding EU safeguard measures on steel 
imports coming from Turkey. As it can 
be recalled, following the US’ decision to 
impose an additional 25 percent tariff on 
steel products and a 10 percent tariff on 
aluminium products from most countries 
in 2018, the EU had launched a safeguard 
investigation on 26 different steel product 
categories in March 2018 and extended 
the scope of the investigation to 28 
product categories in June 2018. Following 
the investigation, the EU decided to 
impose temporary quotas on 23 steel 
product categories coming from all 
countries in July 2018. Later in February 
2019, the EU decided to introduce 
definitive safeguard measures consisting 
of country-specific quotas on 25 steel 
product categories and a global quota on 
one product category until 2021. Within 
this scope, Turkey has been subjected to 
safeguard measures on imported steel 
products in 17 categories.

The import curbs have been applied 
on the grounds that a strong increase that 
may stem from trade diversion due to the 
entry restrictions into the US market could 
threaten steel producers in EU Member 
States. Therefore, EU determined quotas 
for imports in 26 product categories 
and set a 25 percent tariff for additional 
imports. Turkish authorities complained 
that these measures had an adverse 
effect on Turkey’s exports and economy. 
Bilateral negotiations have been launched 
between Turkey and the EU to persuade 
the European authorities to take measures 
for reducing the effects of import curbs 
on Turkey. Going a step further, in order to 
protect its rights at the WTO, Turkey invited 
the EU to WTO consultations on 19 March 
2020. Ankara argues that the EU’s measures 
are inconsistent with WTO rules more 
specifically; the Agreement on Safeguards 
and the General Agreements on Tariffs 
and Trade 1994. If the consultations fail to 
produce concrete results within 60 days, 
the panel process under WTO’s dispute 
settlement mechanism could be launched. 
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on 16 April 2018. In 
the context of the 
visit, Stoltenberg 
came together with 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Mevlüt 
Çavuşoğlu and Minister 
of National Defence 
Nurettin Canikli.

During the visit, 
NATO Secretary 
General Stoltenberg 

NATO allies’ solidarity 
in the fight against all 
kinds of terrorism was 
emphasised.

Following the 
meeting with President 
Erdoğan, Stoltenberg 
came together with 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Mevlüt 
Çavuşoğlu. Minister 
Çavuşoğlu and Secretary 
General Stoltenberg 

YPG, FETÖ and ISIL and 
expressed that decisions 
regarding enlargement 
policy should be taken.

Lastly, Stoltenberg 
met with Minister 
of National Defence 
Nurettin Canikli. During 
the meeting, Minister 
Canikli and NATO 
Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg discussed 
the cooperation in the 

HIGH-LEVEL EXCHANGES

On 3-4 March 2020 EU High 
Representative for Foreign 

Affairs and Security Policy 
Josep Borrell together with 
the Commissioner for Crisis 
Management Janez Lenarčič 
paid an official visit to Turkey. 
The visit took place ahead of the 
informal meeting of EU Foreign 
Ministers and the extraordinary 
Foreign Affairs Council meeting 
organised on 5-6 March 2020 in 
Zagreb. High Representative Borrell 
and Commissioner Lenarčič held 
meetings with President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan and Vice-President 
Fuat Oktay. 

High Representative Borrell also 
met with Defence Minister Hulusi 
Akar, Interior Minister Süleyman 
Soylu and Foreign Minister 
Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu. Meanwhile, 
Commissioner Lenarčič had 
discussions with Labour Minister 
Zehra Zümrüt Selçuk, President 
of the Disaster and Emergency 
Management Presidency (AFAD) 
Mehmet Güllüoğlu, and President 
of Turkish Red Crescent and Vice 
President of the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies Kerem Kınık. 

During the meetings, the parties 
focused on the situation in Idlib, 
the refugee crisis and Turkey-EU 
relations. EU High Representative 
Borrell expressed that Turkey and the 
EU had a common interest to end 
the conflict in Syria and stressed the 
need for Turkey and the EU to work 
together in addressing common 
challenges. Borrell announced 
an additional 170 million euro 
in humanitarian aid to continue 
assisting the most vulnerable people 
in Syria. Borrell emphasised that they 
needed to bring a new dynamic 
into Turkey-EU relations, which 
would contribute to addressing the 
situation in Syria, and improving the 
overall international security. 

During his meeting with EU 
High Representative Borrell, Foreign 
Minister Çavuşoğlu reiterated 
Turkey’s dissatisfaction with the 
EU’s failure to keep its promises 
regarding the refugees. Stating that 
Turkey could no longer shoulder the 
heavy refugee burden alone, Foreign 
Minister Çavuşoğlu called on the EU 
to take responsibility.

Moreover, on 4 March 2020 
President of the European Council 
Charles Michel paid an official visit 
to Turkey and met with President 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. The situation 
on the EU’s sea and land borders, the 
crisis in Syria, the refugee problem 
on the Turkish-Greek border were 
the main issues on the agenda.

G20 LEADERS HELD AN EMERGENCY  
VIRTUAL SUMMIT ON COVID-19 
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On 26 March 2020, the 
leaders of the world’s 20 

largest economies convened via 
videoconference to discuss the 
global coronavirus pandemic, its 
detrimental impact on the global 
economy, and possible areas of 
cooperation. Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau whose wife 
had tested positive for COVID-19, 
US President Donald Trump whose 
country has the highest number of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases, along 
with European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen and 
European Council President Charles 
Michel representing the EU which 
has emerged as the new epicentre 
of the pandemic, were among the 
participants of the G20 Extraordinary 
Leaders’  Summit in which Turkey 
was represented by President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan.

The extraordinary virtual 
summit, which was organised by the 
current chair of the G20 Presidency 
Saudi Arabia, concluded with a 
joint statement. The intertwined 
health, social, and economic 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic 

were addressed in the statement, 
which  focused on fighting the 
pandemic, safeguarding the global 
economy, addressing international 
trade disruptions, and enhancing 
global cooperation.  G20 leaders 
voiced their commitment to do 
everything necessary to deal with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. They also 
agreed to inject 5 trillion dollars 
into the global economy as part of 
economic measures to prevent the 
risk of a global recession. Prevention 
of unemployment during the 
pandemic is of utmost importance, 
as the numbers have been 
compounding in multiple countries, 

including the US. G20 leaders also 
expressed their determination for 
collaborating with international 
organisations and bodies, including 
the WHO. 

Although some significant 
decisions were taken at the virtual 
summit that lasted 2 hours and 15 
minutes, the meeting was criticised 
for its failure to address some 
vulnerabilities in an open and concrete 
manner. The fact that the leaders did 
not provide any details about the 
measures as well as the lack of focus 
on possible measures to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 among refugees 
were at the centre of criticism.

SENIOR EU OFFICIALS PAID 
WORKING VISITS TO TURKEY

UK FOREIGN SECRETARY RAAB 
VISITED TURKEY 

UK Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab 
paid a working visit to Ankara on 

3 March 2020. The visit was seen as a 
demonstration of the UK’s solidarity 
with Turkey and support for Ankara’s 
efforts to negotiate a lasting ceasefire 
in Syria. In the context of his first visit 
to Turkey as UK Foreign Secretary, Raab 
was received by President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan and held talks with Foreign 
Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu. According 
to the statement by the Turkish Foreign 
Ministry, during the meeting between 
the two foreign ministers, post-Brexit 
relations between Turkey and the UK 
were discussed and information on 
Operation Spring Shield was shared.

Speaking at the joint press 
conference following the meeting, 
Turkish Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu 
thanked Foreign Secretary Raab for his 
solidarity visit and underscored that 
Turkey welcomed the UK’s support 
for the fight against the PKK. Foreign 
Minister Çavuşoğlu reiterated Turkey’s 

expectations from its NATO allies 
regarding the deteriorating situation 
in Syria’s Idlib province and criticised 
Greece and the EU for their lack of 
responsibility concerning refugees. 
Moreover, Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu 
expressed Turkey and UK’s willingness 
to further develop trade and economic 
relations after Brexit. 

For his part, UK Foreign Secretary 
expressed the UK’s condolences and 
solidarity with Turkey over the Turkish 
soldiers martyred in the deadly attack 
by Syrian regime forces. Raab expressed 
concern over the significant escalation 
in northwest Syria due to military action 
by Russia and the Syrian regime. Hailing 
Turkey’s generosity in hosting millions 
of refugees, Raab underscored UK’s 
commitment to provide support in this 
regard. Concerning post-Brexit relations 
between the two countries, Raab 
stated that negotiating a free trade 
agreement with Turkey in the course of 
2020 was among their priorities.

BULGARIAN PRIME MINISTER 
BORISSOV VISITED TURKEY

Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko 
Borissov paid a one-day working 

visit to Ankara on 2 March 2020 and 
was received by Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan following 
Turkey’s decision not to prevent 
the refugees from reaching Europe. 
Bulgarian Prime Minister Borissov 
proposed to host a summit which 
was intended to bring together 
the leaders of Greece, Bulgaria, 
Germany, Croatia and Turkey 
in Sofia in a bid to discuss the 
future of the refugee deal. In the 
aftermath of a working dinner with 
President Erdoğan, Borissov said 
that his plan had failed because the 
Turkish President refused to come 
together with Greek Prime Minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis.

Ankara argues that the Greek 
authorities are violating international 

refugee conventions by closing 
the borders; most importantly, 
preventing migrants from passing 
the border by using sound grenades 
and teargas and even physical 
violence,  which is the main reason 
why the Turkish side is unwilling to 
sit at a table with Greece. 

Recalling that the EU was 
unsuccessful in sharing the burden 
and responsibilities regarding 
the refugee issue, President 
Erdoğan expressed his feelings of 
appreciation for  Bulgaria’s efforts. 
Turkey agreed on curbing the 
migration flow to the Bulgarian 
border and showed its openness to 
dialogue. Speaking at the joint press 
conference, Bulgarian Prime Minister 
Borissov called on the EU to deliver 
on its commitments regarding the 
refugees.
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VON DER LEYEN COMMISSION 100 DAYS ON: 
EU’S FIRST EVER EU CLIMATE LAW UNVEILED

It has been more than 100 
days since the new European 
Commission President Ursula 

von der Leyen took office. In order 
to prove herself worthy of the 
job, she had proposed six political 
guidelines to implement on her 
first 100 days, which would bring 
together the Europeans around 
common ideas and priorities. These 
were pronounced as; a European 
Green Deal, an economy that works 
for people, a Europe fit for the digital 
age, promoting the European way 
of life, a stronger Europe in the 
world, and a new push for European 
democracy.

Believing that the changes 
in the climate, technology and 
demography of Europe have 
transformed the European society 
and the European way of life, von der 
Leyen has aimed at modernising the 
social market economy and bringing 
together all Europeans on the way to 
the transition to a healthy planet and 
a new digital world. She intended to 
realise these goals in line with the 
political guidelines she has put forth.

“A Union That Strives for More”
European Commission President 

Ursula von der Leyen has already 
started realising her prioritised 
political guidelines one by one 
during her first 100 days. In fact, von 
der Leyen has already accomplished 
a lot in such a short time interval. 
Commission President von der Leyen 
first presented the European Green 
Deal which aims to make Europe 
climate-neutral by 2050. This was 
complemented by the European 
New Deal Investment Plan and the 
Just Transition Mechanism.

Obviously, these were only a 
few of the initiatives Commission 
President von der Leyen has pushed 
for. The von der Leyen Commission 
has also started negotiations for a 

common framework to set minimum 
wages in all EU Member States and is 
working out a way to negotiate new 
partnerships with the UK and Africa. 

The Commission has also put 
forward a revised methodology for 
EU accession negotiations, following 
the deadlock caused by French 
President Emmanuel Macron’s veto 
on the opening of EU accession 
negotiations with Albania and North 
Macedonia.

On the digital front, the 
Commission published a “White 
Paper on Artificial Intelligence” and 
“A European Strategy for Data” and 
defined a common approach with 
the Member States to ensure the 
security of 5G networks in the EU. 
More recently, the Commission 
has been working on all fronts to 
tackle the spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Concerning the fight against 
gender inequality, the Commission 
has adopted a Gender Inequality 
Strategy. On the same day, a Climate 
Pact has been formed to give voice 
to regions, local communities, 

civil society, industry, and schools 
on the green transformation. But 
most importantly, the von der 
Leyen Commission has proposed 
a European Climate Law, which 
binds the EU to the goal of 
achieving climate-neutrality by 
2050, in accordance with the Paris 
Agreement.

Europe’s First Ever Climate Law
Without a doubt, the European 

Green Deal is the most important 
and ambitious endeavour of the 
von der Leyen Commission. The 
extreme heatwaves experienced 
in Europe in the summer of 2019, 
have caused great concern among 
Europeans, which raised awareness 
on the fact that climate change is 
a real threat. Therefore, the fight 
against climate change has become 
one of the priorities that has created 
great expectations almost among 
all Europeans. Thus, it was also the 
most important pledge von der 
Leyen had made before coming 
to office as the President of the 
European Commission. 

The European Green Deal 
sets forth a clear strategy on 
how Europe could achieve            
climate-neutrality by 2050 and 
become the first climate-neutral 
continent. The European Climate 
Law is the most important initiative  
within the scope of the European 
Green Deal presented by the von 
der Leyen Commission, which 
shows how serious the Commission 
is when it comes to reaching the                
climate-neutrality objective. The 
European Climate Law aims to 
make the 2050 climate-neutrality 
goal legally binding by enshrining 
it into EU law. Thus, it will require 
the EU to align all future legislation 
and policies in accordance with this 
objective.

With that said, there are still some 
differences of opinion in the EU. For 
this reason, the European Climate 
Law aims to establish a framework to 
realise the climate-neutrality objective 
in spite of the disagreements 
within the Union. It also authorises 
the Commission so that it can 
make recommendations, in case 

a Member State takes an action 
which does not comply with the           
climate-neutrality objective. The 
Climate Law will also hold the 
Member States accountable for their 
actions in this case. 

There are also some provisions 
concerning EU’s 2030 climate 
targets in the European Climate 
Law. According to the proposal, the 
Commission is planning on carrying 
out a comprehensive impact 
assessment which will propose a 
new EU target for 2030 greenhouse 
gas emissions reductions. In line 
with the impact assessment, the 
greenhouse gas emission reduction 
targets for 2030 will be increased to 
“at least 50 percent and towards 55 
percent compared with 1990 levels 
in a responsible way”. Subsequently, 
the European Climate Law will be 
updated in accordance with the 
new target. 

What’s Next?
Since greenhouse gas emissions 

are only expected to drop by 60 
percent by 2050 in accordance with 
the existing reduction efforts, the EU 
has much to do in order to achieve 
climate-neutrality. 

As known, the European 
Parliament had voted in favour of 
the European Green Deal proposal 
on 15 January 2020. Not only did 
MEPs welcome the proposal, but 
they also voiced their support for the 
proposed investment instruments. 
However, they also pushed for 
higher ambitions and stated that 
greenhouse gas emissions should 
be reduced by 55 percent compared 
with 1990 levels by 2030, instead of 
the Commission’s indefinite target 
of “at least 50 percent towards 55 
percent”. MEPs also asked for an 
interim target for 2040 to ensure 
that the EU is on track to reach 
climate neutrality by 2050. For this 
reason, more stringent rules are 
expected to be put forward, and it is 
the Commission which will have to 
take on more responsibility to realise 
the actions that need to be taken. 

By putting forward a climate law for the first time in its history, the EU makes a legally binding pledge to 
achieve its climate-neutrality objective by 2050. 
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