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TURKEY-EU ASSOCIATION COUNCIL CONVENED
AFTER A FOUR-YEAR INTERVAL
While the convening of the Turkey-EU Association Council after a four-year interval was important for the
normalisation of relations, both parties have to make more efforts to overcome existing problems.

T

he 54th meeting of the TurkeyEU Association Council, which
was established by the Ankara
Agreement signed between Turkey
and the then European Economic
Community (EEC) in 1963, was held
on 15 March 2019, in Brussels.
The Association Council, which
convenes at the ministerial level,
is the main decision-making body
between Turkey and the EU. On
the Turkish side, Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Chief Negotiator Mevlüt
Çavuşoğlu, Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Director for
EU Affairs, Ambassador Faruk
Kaymakcı chaired the meeting. The
European Union was represented
by High Representative of the EU
for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy/Vice-President of the
European Commission Federica
Mogherini and the Commissioner for
European Neighborhood Policy and
Enlargement Negotiations Johannes
Hahn.
The meeting was the first one
held after the lifting of the state of
emergency in Turkey last year, and
provided a useful opportunity to
evaluate Turkey-EU relations and
exchange views on a range of issues
such as the visa liberalisation process,
modernisation of the Turkey-EU
Customs Union, and financial
cooperation between Turkey and
the EU.
Although no joint statement
was released following the meeting,
both parties came together at
a joint press conference, where
High Representative Mogherini
reaffirmed the importance of the
relations between the EU and
Turkey, a candidate country and a
key partner and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Çavuşoğlu reiterated Turkey’s
commitment to reforms. In addition,
both parties emphasised the
importance of open and genuine
dialogue in order to deal with the

common problems faced in areas of
common interest, such as migration,
counter-terrorism, energy, transport,
economy and trade.
In the press statement, the
EU underlined that the Turkish
government’s stated commitment to
EU accession needs to be matched
by corresponding reforms and
recalled the Council conclusions of
the 26 June 2018 which stated that
Turkey has been moving further
away from the EU and that accession
negotiations have therefore
effectively come to a standstill. In
this regard, the EU expressed its
expectation from Turkey to ensure

that its plans for judicial reform are
realised in line with EU and Council
of Europe standards.
Not surprisingly, the EU strongly
commended Turkey’s significant
efforts in hosting and addressing
the needs of approximately four
million refugees and underlined that
the continued implementation of
the Turkey-EU Statement is in the
interest of both sides and remains
crucial with a view to bringing
irregular migration to a halt. It
welcomed the comprehensive and
regular political dialogue between
the two parties, which allows for
further reviewing a broad range of

foreign policy issues of common
interest, notably as regards Syria, Iraq,
Iran, the Middle East Peace Process,
Libya, and the situation in the Gulf.
Moreover, reviewing the relations
under the Association Agreement
and the Customs Union, the EU
called on Turkey to ensure that the
existing Customs Union functions in
a non-discriminatory way towards all
Member States. The EU also recalled
the June 2018 Council conclusions,
which state that no further work
towards the modernisation of the
Turkey-EU Customs Union is foreseen.
The disturbing part of the EU’s
press statement was that it put the

blame only on the Turkish side for the
stagnation in Turkey’s EU accession
negotiations. It is clear that Turkey
should continue the reform process
in fundamental rights and rule of
law, however even after an extensive
reform process Turkey still has to
face the fact that with the vetoes
of EU Member States it is extremely
difficult to open new chapters in the
EU accession process. Today even the
chapter on energy, which is an area
of common interest as expressed
by the EU’s top representatives, is
blocked by certain Member States.
Moreover, treating the opening
of chapters directly related to the
Copenhagen political criteria as a
blessing, which is against the spirit
of the accession negotiations, still
continues to be a huge obstacle in
Turkey’s accession process.
Additionally, the Customs
Union constitutes the main basis
of strong trade and economic
relations between Turkey and
EU. As underlined in the report
prepared by the World Bank and
the European Commission’s own
impact analysis, the modernisation
of the Customs Union is expected
to provide economic gains to both
parties. Failure to overcome the
problems related to the existing
functioning of the Customs Union
will restrain the areas in which
positive progress can be achieved in
Turkey-EU relations.
Turkey-EU Association
Council meeting revealed that
disagreements in several areas
continue in bilateral relations and
both parties have to put more effort
to create a positive atmosphere. Just
after the approval of the European
Parliament’s Turkey Report, which
recommended the suspension of
the accession negotiations, it was
important to demonstrate that both
parties are still on the same page
and maintain their dialogue.
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“THE ASSOCIATION COUNCIL CONVENING FOR
THE 54TH TIME IS PROMISING FOR TURKEY-EU
RELATIONS”
I

KV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu assessed the
54th meeting of the Turkey-EU Association
Council held on 15 March 2019. IKV Chairman
Zeytinoğlu stated that the meeting, which
was held after a four-year interval, was
extremely positive in terms of normalisation in
Turkey-EU relations and continued as follows:
“The reconvening after a four-year interval
of the Association Council, which is the main
decision-making body in Turkey-EU relations,
is encouraging. The fact that EU High
Representative Mogherini has emphasised
Turkey’s status as a candidate country and
Turkish Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu has
reiterated Turkey’s commitment to the EU
accession process and reforms is extremely
important. Although there are differences of
opinion between Turkey and the EU in various
fields, there are also many commonalities
particularly in the field of security and foreign
policy. The areas in which steps could be
taken for relations to advance are clear;
accession negotiations come first. In this
context, Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu has
brought up the issue of opening chapters.
The modernisation of the Customs Union
and visa liberalisation stand out as other

major areas that progress would be valuable.
Although taking concrete steps for the future
was not possible at this meeting, Turkey
and EU coming together and sustaining

their dialogue, identifying potential areas
for cooperation and expressing their
disagreements is healthy for the future of the
relations. The continuation of the process on a

regular basis will not only contribute to Turkey
and EU’s understanding of each other better,
but also help them resolve their outstanding
issues.”

IKV CHAIRMAN ASSESSED THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING
BREXIT AND THE ADOPTION OF EP’S 2018 TURKEY REPORT

I

KV Chairman, Ayhan Zeytinoğlu, assessed the
Brexit vote in the House of Commons and the
2018 Turkey Report adopted by the European
Parliament on 13 March 2019. IKV Chairman
Zeytinoğlu stated that while the House of
Commons’ rejection of a no-deal Brexit was a
positive outcome, the EP’s adoption of the report
calling for suspension of Turkey’s EU accession
negotiations was an unfortunate development.
IKV Chairman continued as follows:
“In the Brexit process, the refusal of the
agreement negotiated between Theresa May
and the EU has strengthened the possibility of
the UK’s leaving without an agreement. However,
the fact that British MPs refused a no-deal Brexit
in all circumstances has increased the pressure
on the government. Looking at the results of
the vote, it is possible to predict that the UK will
not leave the EU on 29 March, and the process
will be postponed. What is essential here is the
government’s plan to persuade the EU. A possible
postponement will extend the process until 22
May. In the meantime, an agreement, an early
election or a second referendum on the basis of
a customs union or the European Economic Area
model, proposed by the Labour Party might be
put on the agenda.”
Concerning the EP’s adoption of the report
calling for a suspension of accession talks
with Turkey, IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu made
the following remarks: “I consider the report’s
recommendation for the suspension of Turkey’s
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accession talks as an extremely unfortunate
proposal. The accession negotiations are already
frozen. Since 2016, no new chapters could be
opened, and as a result of the decision taken in
2006, no chapter can be closed even temporarily.
In the face of such a situation, to propose a
formal suspension of the negotiations is neither

a constructive nor a logical solution. The answer
is not to block completely an unfinished process,
but on the contrary to look for every possible
way to strengthen the dialogue between the
parties. Even though the report also makes
positive recommendations on the modernisation
of the Customs Union and visa liberalisation,

unfortunately the call for a suspension of the talks
remains as the predominant and wrong approach
in the report.”
Reminding that the report’s adoption
does not imply a suspension of Turkey’s EU
accession talks, IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu
stated: “The report is only advisory in nature
to the Council and the Member States, which
are the main decision-makers on the issue. In
order to suspend negotiations with Turkey,
the Member States would need to decide by
a qualified majority, which is a highly unlikely
scenario in the current context. However,
Turkey should stick to its accession bid and
strengthen political reforms, as the populists
and the extreme right are expected to obtain
more seats at the incoming EP. Furthermore, the
European Commission which has had a relatively
moderate stance regarding relations with Turkey
will be renewed; we will have a new President of
the European Commission and a new College of
Commissioners. One of the strongest candidates
for the European Commission presidency is
European People’s Party’s candidate Manfred
Weber who has already promised a halt to
Turkey’s EU accession process; meaning that
things could get more difficult after the EP
elections. Against this background, Turkey
should avoid playing into the hands of antiTurkey circles and continue its policies aimed
at EU membership and steadily implement the
reforms which are also beneficial for Turkey.”
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IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU DELIVERED A
MESSAGE ON THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF
THE TURKEY-EU STATEMENT

TIMELINE
MARCH 2019
1
2
3

I

KV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu, in a statement assessing the
18 March Turkey-EU Statement in its third year, underlined
that the refugee deal, which aims to end irregular crossings
of Syrians from Turkey to Greece, also contains provisions
focusing almost on all other aspects of Turkey-EU relations. In
that respect, IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu indicated no progress
was achieved in other areas and the cooperation on refugees
was in a chequered state.
In addition to that, IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu referred
to the EU Facility for Syrians in Turkey (FRIT) amounting to
3+3 billion euros for the terms of 2016-2017 and 2018-2019.
Chairman Zeytinoğlu pointed out that although some
significant projects had been funded by the FRIT, there
remained delays in the disbursement process.
Lastly, IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu assessed the
implementation of the Turkey-EU Statement concerning
different aspects of the Turkey-EU relationship and said:
“Since June 2016, no new negotiation chapters
have been opened; nor has any progress been achieved
concerning the modernisation of the Customs Union. Today,
despite all the efforts since December 2016, visa liberalisation

4
5
6
8 March International
Women’s Day was celebrated
across Turkey and EU.
for Turkish citizens is yet to be realised. Turkey lifted the state
of emergency yet still there is no new momentum in the
relations. In this sense, Turkey needs to take the necessary
steps outlined in the Reform Action Group meetings held
last year. In return, the EU should be acting with a sense
of responsibility towards Turkey and follow an open-door
approach. Unfortunately, the EP’s latest Turkey Report and
vetoes by some Member States’ damage the relations.”

8 MARCH INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
MESSAGE

O

n the occasion of 8 March International Women’s Day,
IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu made the following
statement:
“We are determined to progress towards a world that
violence and discrimination against women is eliminated,
fundamental needs and rights of women including
education, healthcare and social security are guaranteed,
gender equality is ensured.

Turkey’s EU bid is of utmost importance concerning
gender equality and prevention of discrimination against
women. Multiple indicators point to a significant gap
between Turkey and the EU especially concerning
women’s participation in the workforce. For example,
while the average employment rate of women is 62.4
percent in the EU; in Turkey the figure is 32.2 percent.
There is a similar situation when it comes to the
political scene. Women’s representation in national
parliaments has reached around 30.2 percent in the EU.
While even the situation in the EU is not considered
satisfactory, women’s lower representation draws
attention in the Turkish political scene: Only 104 out of 595
members of the Parliament are women.
Lastly, it is critical to emphasise that there is a direct
link between employment rate and education level. While
the employment rate of illiterate women (aged 15 and
above) has been recorded as 15.4 percent, 59.3 percent of
women with higher education degrees are employed.
We would like to put the emphasis on women’s
access to education, and hope to achieve a future in
which women in Turkey and the whole world reach the
opportunities they deserve.”

8
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Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu
came together with his Turkish
Cypriot counterpart in Antalya.
EU hosted the third Brussels
conference on “Supporting the
Future of Syria and the Region”.
The 2018 Report on Turkey
was adopted at the EP
plenary.
54th meeting of the Turkey-EU
Association Council convened
Brussels.
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Prof. Carlo Degli Abbati gave
conference to IKV experts.
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IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu
assessed the Brexit vote and the
2018 EP Report on Turkey.
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In the spring European
Council meeting, EU leaders
discussed Brexit, EU-China
relations and the economy.

IKV Istanbul EU Information
Centre organised a panel entitled
“Women in Diplomacy”.
IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu
assessed the 54th meeting of
the Association Council.
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Greek Foreign Minister
Katrougalos visited Turkey.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu
issued a statement on
the occasion of 8 March
International Women’s Day.
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16
Vice President Oktay and
Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu
visited New Zealand after the
Christchurch terrorist attack.

A delegation from the British
Embassy in Ankara visited
IKV.

7

20

IKV Istanbul EU Information
Centre organised a panel
on Turkey-EU relations at
the Istanbul Chamber of
Commerce.
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IKV Istanbul EU Information
Centre hosted a panel on
“Trade and Investment
Relations: EU, Turkey and
Wider Europe”.

24

TURKEY-EU RELATIONS WERE DISCUSSED AT IKV
PANEL IN SAKARYA

25

T

27

he IKV panel entitled “Turkey-EU Relations:
Customs Union and Beyond” was held
on 28 March 2019 in Sakarya. During the
panel hosted by the Sakarya Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, IKV Secretary
General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas gave a
presentation on Turkey’s EU perspective
while IKV Strategy and Business Development
Director M. Gökhan Kilit gave a presentation
on the modernisation of the Customs Union
and IKV Research Director Çisel İleri talked
about the funding opportunities available to
the business community.

A delegation led by the EU
Delegation’s Head of Trade
Department Przywara visited
IKV.
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IKV discussed Turkey-EU
relations in Sakarya.
Issue 25 • December 2016

IKV organised a workshop on
the impact of EU grants on
civil society.
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TRADE AND INVESTMENT
RELATIONS WERE DISCUSSED AT IKV
EU INFORMATION CENTRE PANEL

O

n 22 March 2019, IKV Istanbul EU Information
Centre organised a panel entitled “Trade and
Investment Relations: Turkey, the EU and Wider
Europe”. IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu, in his
opening speech underscored that in the face of the
tectonic changes taking place in the global system,
the good relations between Turkey and the EU would
create positive effects not only for Turkey and the EU
but also for wider Europe.
During the panel session, which was moderated
by IKV Secretary General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas, First
Deputy Secretary General of the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation (BSEC) Ambassador Selim Yenel, Head
of the Unit for Russia, CIS, Ukraine, Western Balkans,
EFTA, EEA and Turkey at the European Commission’s
Directorate-General for Trade, Petros Sourmelis,

Secretary General of the International Investors
Association (YASED) Özlem Özyiğit, Prof. Oktay
Tanrısever from the Middle East Technical University
and Assoc. Prof. Emirhan Göral from Marmara
University held an in depth discussion on trade and
investment relations in the region. Ambassador Yenel
introduced BSEC while Sourmelis gave an overview
of EU’s trade relations with different sub-regions and
pointing to the unique character of the Turkey-EU
Customs Union, he talked about the modernisation of
the Customs Union and the obstacles in this process.
Prof. Tanrısever looked at the emerging trends in
Central Asia and the Caucasus and explored the
possible opportunities for Turkey and EU, whereas
Assoc. Prof Göral talked about the EU’s engagement
with Eastern Partnership countries.

IKV EU INFORMATION CENTRE
ORGANISED A PANEL AT THE
ISTANBUL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

I

KV Istanbul EU Information Centre
organised a panel entitled “Turkey-EU
Relations: Customs Union and Financial
Cooperation” on 20 March 2019. The
opening speeches of the panel, which
was hosted by the Istanbul Chamber of
Commerce (ICOC), were delivered by
Head of the EU Delegation to Turkey
Ambassador Christian Berger and ICOC
President Şekip Avdagiç.
During the panel, which was
moderated by IKV Vice-Chairman
Prof. Halûk Kabaalioğlu, IKV Secretary

General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas
informed the participants about the
state of play in Turkey-EU relations
in light of global developments. IKV
Strategy and Business Development
Director M. Gökhan Kilit made a
presentation on the modernisation
of the Customs Union and possible
implications for the Turkish business
community while IKV Research Director
Çisel İleri talked about EU funding
opportunities available to the business
community.

PROFESSOR CARLO DEGLI ABBATI GAVE A
CONFERENCE TO IKV EXPERTS

EU DELEGATION OFFICIALS AND
BRITISH EMBASSY DELEGATION
VISITED IKV

G

enova University faculty member Carlo Degli
Abbati visited IKV on 12 March 2019 and gave
a conference to IKV experts. During the interactive
meeting, which was also attended by IKV Vice
Chairman Prof. Halûk Kabaalioğlu and IKV Secretary
General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas, Prof. Carlo Degli
Abbati shared his assessment on the current situation
in the EU and answered the questions of experts on
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a variety of issues namely; EP elections, migration,
Brexit, rise of China and transatlantic relations. Prof.
Abbati highlighted the disruption of social justice as
the principal cause of the problems the EU is currently
faced with. Concerning the upcoming EP elections in
which the populists are expected to make big gains,
Prof. Abbati stated that the Greens could play a critical
role in balancing the anti-EU forces.

A

delegation led by Head of the Trade
Department at the EU Delegation
to Turkey, Counsellor Bartosz Michal
Przywara visited IKV on 1 March 2019.
During the visit, the Turkey-EU High-Level
Economic Dialogue meeting and current
developments were discussed.
On 6 March 2019, a delegation
consisting of the Head of the Brexit Unit at
the British Embassy in Ankara Paul Creary,

Brexit Division Officer Richard Cox and
Brexit Policy and Programme Coordinator
Seyfi Özmay visited IKV. During the meeting,
which was attended by IKV Secretary
General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas, Research
Director Çisel İleri and Strategy and Business
Development Director M. Gökhan Kilit, the
political, economic and trade-related aspects
of Brexit and its possible implications for the
future of EU and Turkey were discussed.
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TURKEY-EU WATCH

EP REPORT ON TURKEY RECOMMENDS SUSPENSION
OF ACCESSION TALKS
On 13 March 2019, the European Parliament adopted a resolution on the 2018 Commission Report on Turkey
by 370 votes in favour, 209 votes against and 143 abstentions.

T

he 2018 Turkey Report, which was prepared
by Dutch MEP Kati Piri, recommended to
the Commission and the Council of the EU
the formal suspension of Turkey’s accession
negotiations due to serious backsliding in rule
of law and human rights. The report welcomed
the lifting of the state of emergency in Turkey
on 19 July 2018, but noted that most of the
practises under the state of emergency are
still continuing such as the largescale powers
granted to the executive and security forces.
The report argues that serious backsliding in the
areas of freedom of expression, media freedom
and independence, freedom of assembly,
freedom of association and procedural and
property rights have occurred in Turkey. Rule of
law, independence and impartiality of judiciary,
detention conditions, right to a fair trial,
shrinking space for civil society, discrimination
against religious minorities, human rights
of LGBTI people, human rights abuses in
the south-east of the country are also other
problematic issues noted in the report. The
report also calls on the Reform Action Group to
review the judicial reform strategy and bring it
up to EU and Council of Europe standards. The
report supports the opening of Customs Union
modernisation negotiations which are currently
blocked by the Council of the EU due to political
concerns. It also calls on Turkey to fulfil the
remaining six criteria for visa liberalisation and
notes the importance of visa-free travel for
Turkish citizens.
Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued
a press release on the EP resolution calling
it meaningless, biased and unfair. The press
release noted the following: “We find it
concerning for the EU’s future and our common
values that the extreme right and left wings

starting to dominate the European Parliament
have turned this report into an exclusionary,
discriminatory and populist text which does
not reflect the reality. Instead of encouraging
the elimination of political obstacles to the
negotiation process, this and similar initiatives
prepared in cooperation with those opposed
to the European integration and our common
values, contradict the values represented by
an EU institution. The membership to the EU

is a strategic objective for Turkey. The call to
suspend the accession negotiations, which
are the core axis of Turkey-EU relations, clearly
demonstrates that the European Parliament
lacks a visionary perspective and fails to respect
the principle of ‘pacta sunt servanda’”.
According to the negotiating framework,
which sets the guidelines for Turkey’s EU
accession negotiations, talks can be formally
suspended in the case of “a serious and

persistent breach in Turkey of the principles of
liberty, democracy, respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms and the rule of law
on which the Union is founded”. In such a case,
it is up to the Commission on its own initiative
or on the request of one third of the Member
States to recommend the suspension of
negotiations. The final decision on suspension
can only be made by the Council voting by
qualified majority.

TURKISH ECONOMY GREW BY 2.6 PERCENT IN 2018
Turkish economy grew by 2.6 percent in 2018 pointing to a recovery trend.

T

urkish economy recorded a 2.6 percent
increase in terms of real gross domestic
product (GDP) in 2018 compared with the
previous year according to the latest figures
released by the Turkish Statistical Institute
(TurkStat).
When the sectoral composition of Turkey’s
GDP in 2018 is analysed, the value added
increased by 1.3 percent in the agricultural
sector, 1.1 percent in the industry and
decreased by 1.9 percent in the construction
sector. The total value added of the services
sector (wholesale and retail trade, transport,
storage, accommodation and food service
activities) surged by 5.6 percent in 2018 yearon-year, according to TurkStat. Official figures
revealed that in 2018 the share of household
consumption expenditures in GDP was 57.6
percent while the share of government final

consumption expenditures in GDP was 14.4
percent and fixed capital formation held a share
of 29.7 percent. According to the previous year’s
chain-linked volume index, final consumption
expenditure by the government increased by
3.6 percent and gross fixed capital formation
decreased by 1.7 percent.
According to the data released on 11 March
2019, in the last quarter of 2018, GDP decreased
by 3 percent compared with the fourth quarter
of the previous year while the GDP growth rate
was 1.8 percent in the July-September period.
Treasury and Finance Minister Berat
Albayrak evaluated the growth figures
highlighting that the narrowing in the economy
in the last quarter of 2018 was a temporary
situation and the worst has been left behind as
a rapid recovery trend has begun. He said: “We
believe that Turkey will continue to grow in 2019

as expected under the new economic program,
due to positive developments in the financial
markets, the downward trend in inflation, the

improvements in leading indicators, as well
as steps taken in access to finance and the
mobilisation of employment.
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY WAS CELEBRATED ACROSS
TURKEY THROUGH NUMEROUS EVENTS
8

March International Women’s Day was
celebrated across Turkey through a
number of messages and events. The message
published by Minister of Foreign Affairs
Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu touched upon the UN
Sustainable Development Goals to eliminate
all forms of discrimination and violence
against women by 2030. Foreign Minister
Çavuşoğlu also highlighted Turkey’s objective
to empower women in economic and social
domains, to eradicate all forms of violence and
discrimination against women and girls and
to provide equal opportunities for men and
women. In this context, it was underlined that
intense efforts were being made to put the
legislation into practice.
In addition, Minister of Foreign Affairs
drew attention to Turkey’s efforts in the
international arena regarding women’s rights
by exemplifying Turkey’s contributions to
GREVIO which is the independent expert body
in charge of monitoring the implementation
of the Council of Europe Convention on
Preventing and Combating Violence against
Women and Domestic Violence, also
known as the Istanbul Convention. Besides,
Turkey’s financial assistance of more than
7 million dollars to UN Women of which
Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia
is located in Istanbul was given special
emphasis in Minister Çavuşoğlu’s statements
acknowledging Turkey’s international role
regarding women’s rights. Minister Çavuşoğlu
concluded his message taking pride in the fact
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that 63 women Ambassadors and 14 women
Consul Generals were representing Turkey and
Ministry for Foreign Affairs abroad in the best
possible manner.
International Women’s Day was also
celebrated by the EU Delegation to Turkey
across the country through events featuring
leading women to narrate their encouraging
stories in order to ensure the empowerment
of fellow women in their corresponding
regions. Within this scope, 20 events were
held in 20 different Turkish provinces from 28
February to 14 March by the EU Information
Centres Network jointly with NGOs, business
communities, local authorities and academia.
The events taking place in various cities
ranging from Şanlıurfa to Erzurum in the east
and from İzmir to Bursa and Kocaeli in the
west, were composed of talks, exhibitions,
concerts, workshops and film screenings to
show the achievements of women in Turkey.
IKV EU Information Centre’s “Women in
Diplomacy” Panel
The last event within the scope of the
EU Information Centres Network on the
occasion of the International Women’s Day
was organised by IKV Istanbul EU Information
Centre in cooperation with Women in Foreign
Policy Initiative on 14 March 2019 as a panel
entitled “Women in Diplomacy”. At the panel,
Ambassador Naciye Gökçen Kaya, Consul
General of Romania in Istanbul Adriana
Ciambra, Consul General of Sweden in Istanbul

Therese Hyden, Deputy Consul General of the
United Kingdom in Istanbul Lorraine Fussey
and Gender and Humanitarian Specialist at the
UN Women Iris Bjorg Kristjansdottir portrayed

their journeys in diplomacy including their
challenges and gave especially young women
very valuable recommendations to pursue
their dreams.

FORMER MINISTER FOR EU AFFAIRS
PROF. BERİL DEDEOĞLU PASSED AWAY

F

ormer Minister for EU Affairs Prof.
Beril Dedeoğlu passed away on
13 March 2019. Born in 1961, Prof.
Dedeoğlu had an undergraduate
degree from Istanbul University’s
Department of International Relations
in the Faculty of Economics. Following
her M.A. and PhD degrees at Istanbul
University International Relations
Department, she continued her
academic career at Galatasaray
University. She was a prominent
figure in international relations
studies in Turkey, with works in the
fields of the EU, international policy
and international security. Prof.
Beril Dedeoğlu was appointed as
the Minister for EU Affairs in 2015,
and had been a member of Turkey’s
Presidential Security and Foreign
Policy Committee since October 2018.
As IKV, we are deeply saddened

by the passing of our former Minister
for EU Affairs Prof. Beril Dedeoğlu, and
we offer our condolences to her family
and loved ones.
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HIGH-LEVEL EXCHANGES

THIRD BRUSSELS CONFERENCE
ON SYRIA BROUGHT SOLIDARITY
ON THE AGENDA

T

he Third Brussels Conference on
Supporting the Future of Syria and the
Region took place between 12-14 March
2019 bringing more than 1,000 participants
together to discuss key themes affecting
the Syrian people and the crisis. Mobilising
financial aid to Syrians both within Syria
and neighbouring countries was the
other primary goal of the Conference. In
that sense, the third Brussels Conference
managed to pledge 6.2 billion euros for 2019
and close to 2.1 billion euros for 2020 and
beyond.
Throughout the Conference, which
consisted of various parallel sessions, it was

underlined that the future of Syria belongs
to Syrians and relevant UN resolutions as
well as the Geneva Communique must be
paid regard to. Moreover, there has been a
call on all actors that are present in the Syria
to de-escalate the situation in the country.
Lastly, important work that has been
carried out by five neighbours of Syria
including Turkey was openly praised by the
delegations. In this regard, Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu during the
Conference stated that helping Syrians is a
shared responsibility and the only way to
bring peace, stability and security in Syria is
through a UN-mediated political process.

TURKISH AUTHORITIES
CONDEMNED CHRISTCHURCH AND
UTRECHT ATTACKS

TURKISH AND GREEK FOREIGN MINISTERS
CAME TOGETHER IN ANTALYA

G
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FOREIGN MINISTER ÇAVUŞOĞLU MET WITH
TURKISH CYPRIOT COUNTERPART ÖZERSAY

F

ifty people were killed and almost fifty
were wounded in shootings at two
mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand
during Friday prayers on 15 March 2019,
which is recorded as the deadliest attack
in the country’s history. Prime Minister of
New Zealand Jacinda Ardern stated that it
was perpetrated by suspects with extremist
views and described the shooting day as one
of New Zealand’s darkest days.
Later on, New Zealand has broadcast the
Islamic call to prayer and observed a twominute silence in ceremonies to mark the
Christchurch attacks; thousands of people
mourned near the Al-Noor mosque in which
one of the treacherous attacks took place.
On 17-18 March 2019, Turkey’s Vice
President Fuat Oktay and Foreign Minister
Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu visited New Zealand to

convey condolences and show solidarity.
During the visit, Vice President Oktay and
Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu met with New
Zeland’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs Winston Peters. Speaking to
the reporters Vice President Oktay said: “We
have to start using a different language. The
whole world has to stop promoting some
type of provocative language.”
Another attack has come out as
breaking news on 18 March 2019 this time
in Utrecht, the Netherlands. Four victims
have died in a shooting which took place on
a tram. Then the Dutch officials raised the
terror alarm to the highest possible level in
the country.
After the Utrecht attack, Turkish Ministry
of Foreign Affairs released a press statement
strongly condemning the attack.

O

n 11 March 2019, Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu came together with
Turkish Cypriot Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Kudret Özersay who was on
a visit in Antalya to inaugurate the Consulate
General of the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus. Recent developments concerning the
Cyprus question and bilateral relations were the
main agenda items of the meeting. According
to reports, the two foreign ministers discussed
the recent defence and military actions of
the Greek Cypriot side which could have

negative implications for stability in the Eastern
Mediterranean as well as the issue of offshore
hydrocarbons.
On the same day, Foreign Minister
Çavuşoğlu also came together with UN
Secretary General’s envoy to Cyprus Jane Holl
Lute. According to the statement by the Turkish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Minister
Çavuşoğlu emphasised that all options are on
the table for a permanent solution in Cyprus and
underscored that the political equality of the
Turkish Cypriots is a must.
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EXPERT VIEW

MACRON’S SCENARIO FOR THE FUTURE OF EUROPE:
TIME FOR A “EUROPEAN RENAISSANCE”
French President Macron addressed Europeans in an op-ed published simultaneously in 28 Member States;
making him the first head of state launching his EP election campaign directly at the European level.
Selvi EREN
IKV Junior Researcher

O

n 4 March 2019, French
President Emmanuel
Macron added a new
item to his initiatives for the
future of Europe by publishing
a simultaneous open letter in all
Member States, including the UK,
which will unlikely be a part of the
upcoming EP elections, appealing
to all Europeans as “Citizens of
Europe”. Macron’s appeal entitled “For
European Renewal” in 22 languages
has created wide-ranging reactions
from analysts praising his innovative
approach to the EP elections to
critics pointing out at his failure to
present a concrete roadmap for the
future of the Union.
Since his inauguration at the
Elysée Palace on 14 May 2017, the
French President has repeatedly
proven his enthusiasm for finding
solutions to the vicious circles in
which the EU has been deadlocked
in numerous policy areas. Especially
with the two hour-long speech he
delivered at Sorbonne University on
26 September 2017, following the
footsteps of François Mitterrand,
Macron had explicitly declared his
candidacy to be the next de facto
leader of European integration. While
sticking to his quest for renewing
the EU, Emmanuel Macron considers
himself, and thus France, as “the
mind” leading the EU and clearly
seems dedicated to making France
regain its initial position as the
motherland of EU’s founding father.
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Macron’s Appeal as a Potion
against a Future without Project
Since the very beginning of
his article emphasising that the
future of the EU is not in the hands
of its leaders but in the hands of its
citizens, Macron has argued that
Brexit is a symbol of the European
crisis. Describing nationalist and
populist leaders’ rhetoric as a
“rejection without an alternative”
he indicates that challenges facing
the Union are consequences of
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politicians who form their stance
around lies and irresponsibility.
In order to fight the lies and
irresponsibility, Emmanuel Macron
says that the EU should renew itself,
declaring the time of a “European
Renaissance” has come. According
to him, this Renaissance should be
built on three pillars, namely; liberty,
protection, and progress.
The first pillar refers to the
democratic freedom on which the
European model is based and the
French President proposes creating a
“European Agency for the Protection
of Democracies” with the aim of
protecting elections against any sort
of manipulation or cyber-attacks.
Moreover, mentioning online hate
and violence incitements, Macron
underlines the importance to fight
these at the European level in the
name of respect for fundamental
rights.
Speaking of protection, Macron

.
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clearly underlines that the second
pillar means preservation of both
European borders and core values.
Moreover, he suggests the EU to
rethink the Schengen area as well as
have a uniform asylum policy across
all Member States. Furthermore, he
calls for an increase in the budget
allocated to military spending,
emphasising the importance of
ratification of a treaty on security
and defence by moving to the next
stage of the established permanent
structured cooperation (PESCO).
Referring also to the provision
of fair competition conditions in
each member state, the French
President argues that it would be a
strategic step to punish those who
do not comply with the EU norms
on environmental standards, data
protection and fair taxes.
Last but not least, reminding
the EU’s norm-defining character,
Macron stresses that in order

Istanbul Office
Esentepe Mahallesi Harman Sokak
TOBB Plaza No: 10 Kat: 7-8
34394 Levent Istanbul/Türkiye
Tel: +90 212 270 93 00
Faks: +90 212 270 30 22
E-posta: ikv@ikv.org.tr

to preserve its power to define
standards of progress; any
future scenario should focus
on convergence rather than
competition. Similar to his previous
speeches, Macron reiterates his ideas
concerning social security standards
such as introducing a social shield for
all workers, the same pay in the same
workplace, as well as a European
minimum wage appropriate to each
country. Moreover, the President has
added an ecological cause to the
third pillar calling on leaders to adapt
their policies according to the zero
carbon emissions by 2050 target and
having their pesticide levels halved
by 2025.
40th Anniversary of the EP
Elections
This year’s European elections
set to be held on 23-26 May 2019
would mark the 40th anniversary
of the first direct EP election which
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took place in 1979 and resulted
in the election of 410 MEPs to
represent the nine Member States
back then. Even though European
citizenship has been introduced by
the Maastricht Treaty as a concept,
allowing all citizens to directly elect
parliamentarians who would be
representing them at a supranational
level was without a doubt an
important step towards the creation
of this concept. However, from that
moment on, national challenges
and expectations have been at the
forefront during European elections
which in turn has led to the concept
of European citizenship to remain
merely on paper.
Running campaigns for EP
elections solely at the national level
might be the biggest common
denominator between pro-EU and
Eurosceptic politicians. But French
President Emmanuel Macron has
chosen to address all European
citizens instead of addressing solely
French citizens, while giving the first
hints of his election strategy. A move
proving that the pro-European
politician had discovered the bug
of European elections has therefore
allowed him to have a unique
strategy not only for the upcoming
elections, but also future discussions
of the EU. Emmanuel Macron,
who reminded the supranational
character of the EP, might have
answered those who criticized him
for following the steps of Charles de
Gaulle and François Mitterrand and
not having his own stance. Calling
on citizens to take action for the
future of Europe, Macron implicitly
gives the message that it would not
be Alexander the Great who would
cut off the EU’s Gordian knot, but the
saviour of the Union would be the
citizens themselves.
Yet, his wake up call to the
European citizen would not be
enough to address the issues he has
been facing at both the national and
European levels since citizens are
not interested in words, but action.
So it remains for Macron to turn his
words into reality for “Citizens of
Europe”.
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