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FINLAND’S EU PRESIDENCY: PRIORITIES AND 
POSSIBLE IMPLICATIONS FOR TURKEY 

Assuming EU’s rotating presidency for the third time, Finland has defined its priorities as common values 
and the rule of law, competitiveness and social inclusion, climate leadership and comprehensive security.

Finland took over the Presidency 
of the Council of the EU from 
Romania, on 1 July 2019. 

Finland’s six-month EU Presidency 
is part of Romania-Finland-Croatia 
trio presidency which focuses on 
common EU values, sustainable 
growth and security. Thematic areas 
of the Romania-Finland-Croatia trio 
presidency consist of a Union for 
jobs, growth and competitiveness; a 
Union that empowers and protects 
all its citizens; towards an Energy 
Union with a forward-looking climate 
policy; a Union of freedom, security 
and justice and the Union as a strong 
global actor. 

From theory to practice, the 
Romania-Finland-Croatia trio have 
defined their concrete priorities as 
bringing the Brexit process which 
is due on 31 October to an end, 
finalising the Union’s budget for 
2021-2027 and realising high-level 
assignments to key EU institutions. 
In addition to these, breaches to 
the rule of law namely in Poland 
and Hungary are expected to be 
at the top of Finland’s agenda for 
its EU Presidency. Concerning the 
rule of law, Finland is likely to adopt 
a more active approach than its 
predecessors, Romania and Austria. 

Finland’s Road Map: Common 
Values, Competition, Climate and 
Security 

The priorities of Finland’s EU 
Presidency, which has chosen 
its motto as “sustainable Europe- 
sustainable future”, include 
strengthening common values and 
the rule of law, making the EU more 
competitive and socially inclusive, 
strengthening the EU’s position as a 
global leader in climate action and 
protecting the security of citizens 
comprehensively. Moreover, it is 
expected that the EU Strategic 
Agenda for 2019-2024, which was 
endorsed on 20-21 June at the 

European Council, will be ratified 
during Finland’s EU Presidency. 
In this regard, Finland is the first 
country to integrate the priorities 
of the Strategic Agenda –namely; 
protecting citizens and freedoms, 
developing a strong and vibrant 
economic base, building climate-
neutral, green, fair and social Europe, 
promoting European interests and 
values on the global stage- into the 
Council’s work. 

Within the scope of Finland’s 
priorities, improving the processes 
regarding the rule of law and 
continuing the work for ensuring 
the receipt of EU funds conditional 
on respect for the rule of law are 
planned to be realised. In regard to 
enhancing the EU’s competitiveness, 
Finland is highly aware of the 
fact that it has to face a variety of 
challenges like increasing tension in 
international trade, Brexit and other 
political uncertainties in both the EU 
and the world. It is emphasised that 

the EU Single Market, which has a 
GDP of 15 trillion euros and embraces 
500 million consumers along 
with 21 million SMEs, should be 
equipped with the rules-based and 
latest standards. In today’s world of 
emerging technologies, digitalisation, 
different business models and 
prevailing value chains, eliminating 
the barriers to cross-border trade 
in services and promoting online 
trade in services are regarded as two 
significant tools for enhancing the 
EU’s competitiveness. 

In Finland’s EU Presidency 
Programme, where the shortage 
of skilled workers in the Union is 
underlined, education is given 
particular importance. In this 
context, Finland aims to focus more 
on the Erasmus programme and 
create a “super-university” model by 
strengthening European universities.  
Furthermore, pointing to the rising 
tensions and uncertainties in global 
trade, Finland’s EU Presidency 

indicated that the EU has to defend 
multilateral and rules-based trading 
system in a way especially satisfying 
the need for the modernisation of 
the WTO and its dispute settlement 
mechanism. During Finland’s 
Presidency, the Union’s trade 
negotiations are set to continue. In 
line with this, the EU’s determination 
to proceed with the negotiations, 
which started following the joint 
statement issued by Commission 
President Jean-Claude Juncker and 
US President Donald Trump on 25 
July 2018, is reiterated. 

As to Finland’s priority regarding 
climate, the Union’s commitment 
to the Paris Agreement is restated. 
Other themes under this priority 
are the integration of climate 
policy into all sectors, the role 
of circular economy in reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, waste 
management and the decrease of 
plastic consumption. Concerning 
security, Finland’s EU Presidency is 

committed to protecting European 
citizens against the rising threats 
inside and outside the EU through 
diplomacy, crisis management, 
trade policy and development aid. 
Last but not least, in order to raise 
awareness and endurance against 
hybrid and cyber threats including 
cyber attacks, election interferences 
and disinformation campaigns, 
organisation of scenario-based 
political discussions at various levels 
is planned. 

What Does Finland’s EU 
Presidency Mean for Turkey?

Finland’s first Presidency of 
the Council of the EU, which lasted 
from 1 July to 31 December 1999, 
witnessed a milestone event for 
Turkey-EU relations. At the historic 
Helsinki Summit on 10-11 December 
1999, Turkey was officially declared a 
candidate state. 

On the 20th anniversary of the 
historic Helsinki Summit, Finland 
holds the Presidency of the Council 
of the EU again. This has increased 
the hopes for the revitalisation of 
Turkey-EU relations and holding 
of a Turkey-EU Summit similar 
to the one in Varna held on 26 
March 2018 under the Bulgarian 
EU Presidency. On the other hand, 
the beginning of the Finland’s EU 
Presidency coincided with rising 
tensions in Turkey-EU relations due 
to Turkish drilling activities in the 
East Mediterranean. The EU Foreign 
Affairs Council’s decision to impose 
sanctions on Turkey on 15 July is 
likely to shatter hopes for the revival 
of the Helsinki spirit. Lastly, whereas 
EU’s enlargement perspective for 
the Western Balkans is stated to be 
maintained, Turkey finds a place for 
itself as a candidate country having 
strategic importance for the EU 
in a number of areas at Finland’s 
Presidency Programme. 
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TOBB PRESIDENT HİSARCIKLIOĞLU WAS ELECTED 
THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE TURKIC CCI  

The 1st General Assembly of the Turkic 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCI) 

/ Turkic Union of Chambers, established to 
support the development of bilateral trade and 
investment relations between Turkey, Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan, was held in Istanbul on 31 July 2019 
hosted by TOBB, in association with the Turkic 
Council. TOBB President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu 
was elected as the first president of the Turkish 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

At the opening of the General Assembly, 
Turkish Minister of Commerce Ruhsar Pekcan, TOBB 
President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu, Secretary General of 
the Turkic Council Baghdad Amreyev, President of 
Azerbaijan Confederation of Employers Mammad 
Musayev, Kazakhstan Chamber of National 
Entrepreneurs President Ablay Myrzahhmetov 
and President of the Kyrgyz Republic Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry delivered speeches.

In his speech, TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu 
informed the participants about the establishment 

process of the Turkic CCI and reminded that they 
signed the founding charter of the Turkic CCI in 
May within the Turkic Council. Indicating that in 
the first phase, the Turkic CCI will be comprised of 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, 
Turkey and Turkmenistan, TOBB President 
Hisarcıklıoğlu said that this implied an economic size 
of 1.1 trillion dollars and a population of 160 million.

TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu emphasised 
that they will establish cooperation on a more 
solid foundation and make it more institutional. 
Highlighting the importance of a strong chamber 
system for a strong private sector which would 
contribute to development and prosperity, 
Hisarcıklıoğlu expressed their readiness to share 
experience in this direction. Pointing out that 
having natural resources is no longer sufficient 
for development, TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu 
underscored the importance of strengthening 
entrepreneurship by turning to industry and trade. 
He also mentioned that following the realisation of 
the Customs Union, Turkey has become one of the 
most important suppliers in Europe in many sectors 
ranging from automotive to home appliances. 
Pointing out that trade is the greatest source of 
peace and prosperity, Hisarcıklıoğlu indicated that 
they should write an EU-like success story and 
expressed his view that the Turkic Business Council 
and the Turkic CCI were strategic steps towards this 
goal. 
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TOBB HOSTED A WORKING DINNER 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 11TH 

AMBASSADORS CONFERENCE  

TOBB organised a working dinner 
within the scope of the 11th 

Ambassadors Conference. Deputy 
Foreign Minister and Director for EU 
Affairs Ambassador Faruk Kaymakcı, IKV 
Chairman and TOBB Vice President Ayhan 
Zeytinoğlu and TOBB Board Member 
Ömer Zeydan attended the working 
dinner alongside the ambassadors.

In his address to the ambassadors, 
IKV Chairman and TOBB Vice President 
Zeytinoğlu stated that TOBB, through 
the networks it has established around 
the world, has been able to support 
strongly Turkish entrepreneurs in 
opening up to the world and ensuring 
their active engagement in exports 
and global investments. Indicating 
that TOBB has been working to ensure 
that the Turkish business community 

benefits from the EU process in the 
best way possible, Zeytinoğlu said that 
they have implemented projects to 
enable companies to integrate with 
the EU. Drawing attention to the fact 
that Turkey has become Europe’s main 
supplier of goods in many sectors 
including automotive, home appliances 
and apparel, Zeytinoğlu stated that the 
realisation of the Turkey-EU Customs 
Union has had a positive impact on this. 
Zeytinoğlu said that the world was on 
the verge of a new era and emphasised 
that the period of easy growth triggered 
by low interest rates, based on the 
high credit flows was over and that 
developing countries like Turkey should 
focus on a new and different growth 
process based on increased productivity 
and innovation.

IKV EU INFORMATION CENTRE HOSTED A 
PANEL ON TURKEY-EU RELATIONS  

On 6 August 2019, 
IKV Istanbul EU 

Information Center 
organised a panel on 
“Turkey-EU Relations, 
Customs Union and 
Financial Cooperation”. 

IKV Secretary General 
Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem 
Nas, who also delivered 
the opening speech 
at the panel, made a 
presentation entitled 
“What Is Happening in 

Turkey-EU Relations: Recent 
Developments and Future 
Prospects”. IKV Strategy 
and Business Development 
Director M. Gökhan Kilit 
gave a presentation on 
the modernisation of the 
Turkey-EU Customs Union 
while IKV Research Director 
Çisel İleri informed the 
participants about EU 
funding opportunities 
available to the business 
community. 

IKV VICE CHAIRMAN 
PROF. KABAALİOĞLU 
COMMENTED ON TRNC’S 
HYDROCARBONS 
PROPOSAL

IKV Vice Chairman Prof. Halûk Kabaalioğlu 
assessed  the hydrocarbons proposal 

submitted by the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) and the 
EU’s position vis-à-vis Turkey against 
the developments in the Eastern 
Mediterranean to Anadolu Agency.

He said that although the proposal 
TRNC has made through the UN calling for 
the establishment of a joint committee on 
hydrocarbons was a constructive step, it 
was unlikely to be accepted by the Greek 
Cypriot Administration. Commenting on 
the EU Foreign Affairs Council conclusions 
on Turkey’s hydrocarbon exploration 
activities, IKV Vice Chairman stated that the 
measures that have been adopted were of 
symbolic nature.

The Populist Radical 
Right in Germany: 

Ideology & Policies 
of Alternative für 
Deutschland (AfD)

The new IKV report 
written by IKV Researcher 
Emre Ataç provides a 
detailed look into the AfD’s 
origins, evolution, and 
political ideology.

Current Developments 
in Agricultural Sector in 
Turkey and the EU (in 
Turkish)

The publication prepared 
by IKV Junior Researcher 

Selvi Eren examines the 
main challenges in EU’s 
Common Agricultural Policy 
and the Turkish agricultural 
policies. 

EU and Turkey-EU 
Relations Almanacs for 
2015-2017 (in Turkish)

The almanacs prepared 
by IKV Researchers; Mehmet 
Poyrazlı, Emre Sakızlı, Merve 
Özcan, Melis Bostanoğlu, 
Emre Ataç and Selvi Eren 
provide an overview of the 
major developments in EU 
and Turkey-EU relations in 
2015, 2016 and 2017. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS BY IKV  
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“EU FOREIGN AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
CONCLUSIONS UNDERMINE SECURITY 
AND STABILITY IN THE REGION” 

IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu made a statement on EU 
Foreign Affairs Council conclusions imposing sanctions 

on Turkey. Indicating that these conclusions were a 
continuation of the EU’s earlier mistakes on the Cyprus 
issue, IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu stressed that the only 
solution was to accept the rights and legitimate actions of 
Turkey and the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). 
Chairman Zeytinoğlu continued as follows: 

“The EU Council has made a decision that will strain 
the relations with Turkey. It is an indisputable fact that not 
only Greek Cypriots, but also Turkish Cypriots have rights 
over the island’s natural resources. In addition, Turkey’s 
sovereign rights arising from its territorial waters and 
continental shelf in the Eastern Mediterranean must be 
recognised by the EU. Without taking these two issues into 
consideration, it is not possible for the EU to play a positive 
role on the Cyprus hydrocarbon exploration issue. ”

Chairman Zeytinoğlu emphasised the negative impact 
the EU’s narrow-minded and one-sided approach has 
on regional stability: “The EU has committed the gravest 
mistake by admitting the Greek Cypriot Administration of 
Southern Cyprus as the sole representative of the Island 
despite its rejection of the Annan Plan. Moreover, the EU 
has failed to deliver on its promises to end the isolation 
of the TRNC. The Cyprus issue continues to constitute 
a problem in numerous areas namely; Turkey’s EU 
accession negotiations, the modernisation of the Customs 
Union and visa liberalisation. In essence, the decision to 
impose sanctions on Turkey is a continuation of these 
mistakes. Resolving the Cyprus issue and the hydrocarbon 
exploration issue through dialogue can only be possible if 
the EU acknowledges this mistake and recognises Turkey’s 
position as a guarantor state as well as the rights of the 
TRNC.”

Lastly, IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu said that the EU 
would actually damage its own interests by imposing 

sanctions on Turkey and concluded his remarks as follows: 
“The Council has decided not to hold further high-level 
dialogue and Association Council meetings, to reduce 
2020 pre-accession funding earmarked for Turkey, to 
review the EIB loans to Turkey and to suspend negotiations 
on the Comprehensive Air Transport Agreement. These 
conclusions, which would further diminish the already 
strained opportunities, would harm the EU more than 
Turkey. The EU is not only compromising its principles and 
values with these sanctions, but it is also damaging the 
cooperation and investment opportunities in the region in 
the long term. The European Commission has emphasised 
on its website that Turkey is a very important aviation 
partner for the EU and that Istanbul has become a hub 
especially in terms of passenger traffic. In this sense, the 
suspension of the negotiations for the Comprehensive Air 
Transport Agreement will adversely affect the EU.”
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TIMELINE

 

 

Finland took over the EU Presidency.
EU leaders agreed on appointments for 

EU’s top jobs.
Italian social democrat David-Maria 

Sassoli was elected EP President.

Turkish President Erdoğan visited 
Bosnia to attend the  SEECP Summit.

EU Council adopted conclusions on 
Turkey’s East Med drilling activities.

 Council’s nominee Ursula von der 
Leyen was confirmed as the next 

President of the European Commission 
by the EP.

Boris Johnson officially took over as 
the UK’s new Prime Minister.

IKV organised a panel entitled “Turkey-
EU Relations in the Wake of Elections” 
in Ankara.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu issued a 
statement on the EU Foreign Affairs 
Council conclusions.

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu assessed the 
incoming EU leadership’s potential 
approach vis-à-vis Turkey.  

IKV published a report titled “The 
Populist Radical Right in Germany: 
Ideology & Policies of Alternative für 
Deutschland (AfD)”.

IKV published a report on current 
developments in the agriculture sector 
in Turkey and the EU (in Turkish).

TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu was 
elected the first President of the Turkic 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 
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IKV Chairman 
Ayhan Zeytinoğlu 

proposed that as an 
alternative to the F-
35 program, Turkey 
could participate 
in the new 
generation fighter 
jet project jointly 
initiated by France, 
Germany and 
Spain. IKV Chairman 
Zeytinoğlu stated 
the following:  
“Defence ministers 
of France, Germany 
and Spain signed 
a cooperation 
agreement at the Paris Air Show on 17 June 2019. 
Alternatives could be explored by Turkey whose removal 
from the F-35 programme is possible due to the arrival 
of Russian S-400. Turkey’s possible participation in the 
joint fighter jet project should be considered.”

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu also criticised the EU’s 
decision to adopt measures against Turkey and referred 

to Turkey’s 
increasing 
significance 
for EU’s plans 
of forming 
a defence 
union:“Closer 
defence 
cooperation with 
an important 
NATO ally and a 
regional power 
like Turkey could 
contribute to 
EU’s efforts 
in realising 
its common 
defence 

vision. The Council has spelled out the possibility for 
third country participation in projects carried out 
under PESCO. It is highly likely that the Greek Cypriot 
Administration will try to block Turkey’s participation. 
However, Turkey’s potentially significant contribution to 
EU’s defence initiatives could lead to the EU’s approach 
to the Cyprus question to be questionized.”

“TURKEY COULD PARTICIPATE IN EU’S 
NEW GENERATION FIGHTER JET PROJECT” 
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EU and Turkey-EU Relations Almanacs 
for 2015-2017 were published by IKV 
(in Turkish).

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu attended 
TOBB’s working dinner held within the 
scope of the Ambassadors Conference.

IKV EU Information Centre held a 
panel on Turkey-EU relations, Customs 
Union and financial cooperation. 

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu delivered a 
speech at the opening ceremony of 
“Customs Union for SMEs” project. 

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu issued 
a statement on problems in 
transportation of goods to the EU.

IKV Secretary General Nas attended 
the SME Workshop held under the 
Turkey-EU Business Dialogue Project 
in Kayseri.

Ukrainian President Zelensky paid an 
official visit to Turkey.

Turkish and Greek Cypriot leaders came 
together at an informal meeting.

 G7 Summit was held in Biarritz, 
France.

Turkish President Erdoğan visited 
Russia.

Turkish Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu 
visited Estonia.
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On 17 July 2019, IKV Chairman Ayhan 
Zeytinoğlu made a press statement on 

the occasion of the EP’s approval of German 
Defence Minister Ursula von der Leyen as 
the next European Commission President. 
IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu made the following 
remarks: 

“As part of the EU top jobs package agreed 
by EU leaders, von der Leyen’s appointment 
to the helm of the EU’s executive arm is an 
important indication of the determination 
to ensure gender equality in key posts at 
EU’s top management level. The fact that an 
Atlanticist, with solid experience in security and 
defence matters will preside over the European 
Commission can also be interpreted as a 
positive development for Turkey which plays 
a critical role in the EU’s security landscape. 
For Turkey, obviously von der Leyen is a more 
positive choice than Manfred Weber who 
had made ending Turkey’s EU accession 
negotiations a priority in his campaign. In 
2016, in an interview von der Leyen had voiced 
support for Turkey’s EU bid by saying that 
it would be right for the negotiations to be 
advanced.”

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu stated that how 
the enlargement policy will be taken up by the 
new Commission was equally important: “We 
hope that the incoming Commission President 
will send a positive message on enlargement 
which is the EU’s most successful foreign 

policy instrument and that the enlargement 
dossier will be assigned to a Commissioner 
from a Turkey-friendly Member State with a 
constructive approach to reforms.”

On the he appointment of Spanish Foreign 
Minister Josep Borrell Fontelles as the next 

EU foreign policy chief, he said: “The Spanish 
social democrat, who previously served as 
the President of the EP, is a well-known figure 
among EU circles. Concerning Turkey, the EP 
resolution recommending the launch of EU 
accession talks was adopted during Borrell’s 
term in office. At that time, during an official 
visit to Turkey, he met with representatives of 
the business community and civil society at 
a meeting jointly organised by TOBB and IKV.  
Borrell also opposed controversial attempts to 
question Turkey’s status as a candidate state. 
And lastly, at the EU Foreign Affairs Council 
meeting on 15 July 2019 he openly argued  
against sanctions regarding Turkey’s drilling 
activities in the Eastern Mediterranean. It is very 
positive to have a name close to Turkey on the 
side representing the EU in the Turkey-EU High 
Level Political Dialogue process.”

On Belgian Prime Minister Charles Michel’s 
election as the new President of the European 
Council, recalling that Michel had made some 
controversial statements on Turkey’s EU bid, IKV 
Chairman Zeytinoğlu expressed his hope that 
he would not resort to such non-constructive 
discourse.

IKV CHAIRMAN ZEYTİNOĞLU ASSESSED THE INCOMING EU 
LEADERSHIP’S POTENTIAL APPROACH TO TURKEY

“RESTRICTIONS IN TRANSPORT OF 
GOODS DISRUPT THE CUSTOMS 
UNION” 

IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu, in a press 
release on 27 August 2019, indicated that 

restrictions on transit permits issued by 
Slovenia and Hungary, the two EU countries 
on the route to Turkey’s biggest export 
market, Germany; disrupt trade. Chairman 
Zeytinoğlu stated the following:

“The difficulties raised by countries 
violate the principle of free movement of 
goods. The fact that the number of transit 
permits issued by countries on the way to 
Germany are way less than the 170 thousand 
transportation quotas issued by Germany 
impairs exports. As hauliers exhaust all their 
annual quotas in the first six months of the 
year, transit becomes impossible. On the 
other hand, the alternative routes through 
Romania and Ukraine to Poland are long and 
inconvenient. The problems encountered 
in transport of goods increase the cost of 

freight and have a negative impact on our 
competitiveness in the EU market.”

IKV Chairman Zeytinoğlu also indicated 
that the restrictions were against the 
Customs Union: “The principle of free 
movement of goods, which is the basis of 
the Customs Union, is violated by barriers in 
transportation. The quotas applied to trucks 
carrying goods affect trade in a negative 
way. We invite the European Commission to 
take action on this issue since the obstacles 
concerning transit quotas are against the 
Customs Union. A study commissioned by 
the European Commission shows that the 
liberalisation of road transportation between 
Turkey and the EU would result in 2.3 billion 
euro additional output.  We demand the 
abolition of quotas and the other restrictions 
in a way that will benefit both the Turkish 
and the EU economy.”

The panel entitled “EU and Turkey in 
the Wake of Elections: Challenges and 

Opportunities”, which was organised by IKV 
in association with Istanbul Policy Center 
(IPC) and the Economic Policy Research 
Foundation of Turkey (TEPAV), was held on 4 
July 2019 in Ankara.

The opening speeches of the panel, 
which was attended by diplomacy, academia, 
public sector and civil society circles, were 
delivered by Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Director for EU Affairs Ambassador Faruk 
Kaymakcı, IKV Chairman Ayhan Zeytinoğlu, 
IPC Director Prof. Fuat Keyman and TEPAV 
Managing Director Prof. Güven Sak. 

In the first session, moderated by IPC 
Mercator Senior Fellow Atila Eralp; IKV 
Secretary General Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Nas, 
Director of TEPAV Center for EU Studies Nilgün 

Arısan Eralp, Director of TEPAV G20 Studies 
Center Assoc. Prof. M. Sait Akman and Prof. 
Sanem Baykal from Ankara University tackled 
both Turkish local elections and the EP 
elections. 

Throughout the second session, regional 
and security-related issues were raised from 
a broader perspective. The session was 
moderated by IKV Secretary General Assoc. 
Prof. Çiğdem Nas. IPC Senior Fellow Atila Eralp, 
Asst. Prof. K. Onur Unutulmaz from Social 
Science University of Ankara, IPC Director 
Prof. Fuat Keyman and IPC Senior Scholar and 
Research and Academic Affairs Coordinator 
Senem Aydın-Düzgit discussed the latest 
developments in the Eastern Mediterranean, 
evaluated transatlantic relations and current 
issues such as the Syrian crisis in the context 
of Turkey-EU relations. 

IKV PANEL ON TURKEY-EU RELATIONS 
IN THE WAKE OF ELECTIONS WAS HELD 
IN ANKARA 
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TURKEY-EU WATCH

EU Foreign Affairs Council conclusions foreseeing the suspension of Turkey-EU high-level dialogue meetings 
were condemned by the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

EU FOREIGN AFFAIRS COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS ON 
TURKEY SPARKED CRITICISM 

On 15 July 2019, the EU 
Foreign Affairs Council 

adopted conclusions on 
Turkey’s hydrocarbon drilling 
activities in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. In this 
context, EU Foreign Ministers 
agreed not to hold further 
meetings of the Association 
Council and the Turkey-
EU high-level dialogue 
processes. They also decided 
to suspend negotiations 
on the Comprehensive Air 
Transport Agreement between 
Turkey and the EU. Moreover, 
the Council endorsed the 
Commission’s proposal to 
cut pre-accession funding to 
Turkey for the coming year 
and called on the European 
Investment Bank to review its 

lending activities in Turkey with 
special emphasis on sovereign-
backed lending. 

The Turkish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, in a written 
statement, emphasised that 
the Foreign Affairs Conclusions 
would not affect Turkey’s 
determination to continue 
hydrocarbon exploration 
activities in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. The conclusions 
were seen as a reflection 
of the EU’s prejudiced and 
biased position regarding 
the Cyprus question for the 
failure to mention the Turkish 
Cypriots who have equal 
rights on natural resources as 
the co-owners of the island.  
Moreover, the conclusions 
were interpreted as the latest 

example of Greece and Greek 
Cypriot Administration abusing 
their position inside the EU 
to advance their maximalist 
positions and other EU Member 
States being instrumental to 
this end. 

Commenting on the  
conclusions, Turkish Foreign 
Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu 
indicated that the decision 
was taken to satisfy the Greek 
Cypriot Administration and 
there was no need to take the 
decision seriously as it could 
not be implemented. Foreign 
Minister Çavuşoğlu expressed 
Turkey’s determination to 
increase its activities in the 
region and announced that a 
fourth drilling ship would be 
dispatched to the region.
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ANKARA UNVEILED THE 11TH DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

The 209-page long plan covers the period 
2019-2023 and aims to incorporate 

Turkey’s development vision for the next 
period in accordance with the motto “a 
stronger and prosperous Turkey that creates 
more value and shares more fairly.”  The 
document is the first development plan 
prepared under the executive presidential 
regime to which Turkey transitioned 
following a Constitutional referendum in 
2016. Foreseeing a comprehensive change 
and transformation, 11th Development Plan 
aims to situate Turkey within the group of 
highest-income countries with the highest 
human development index scores. 

The plan was prepared after a process 
of intensive consultations with ministries, 
public bodies, civil society and professional 
organisations. A “citizens’ survey” has been 
conducted online, reaching to more than 19 
thousand respondents in order to receive 
the public’s contributions regarding the 
priorities to be included in the plan. Targets 
set for 2023, which were foreseen in the 
previous plan dating back to 2014, have 
been nearly halved. The 11th Development 
Plan forecasts the GDP to reach 1.80 billion 
dollars, GDP per capita to 12,484 dollars, and 
exports to 226.6 billion dollars by 2023. Rate 
of unemployment is estimated to stabilize 
around 9.9 percent. 

The 11th Development Plan bases 
Turkey’s development potential upon three 
important pillars: rule of law, strong democracy 
and ever-improving fundamental rights and 
freedoms. Education and national technology 
initiative are given pride of place as the 

primary determinants of competitiveness and 
productivity. Price stability is also another aim 
incorporated into the plan with the target of 
gradually reducing inflation rate to 5 percent. 
The plan also forecasts public borrowing 
requirement to be at the level of 1.7 percent, 

and government’s budget deficit 1.8 percent. 
The plan stresses the importance of foreign 
direct investments putting special emphasis 
on the industrial sector and underlines the 
need for financial discipline, inclusive and high 
quality growth, as well as effective, efficient 

The 11th Development Plan prepared by the Department of Strategy and Budget of the Turkish Presidency was 
published on the Official Gazette dated 23 July after its approval by the Grand National Assembly of Turkey. 
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TURKEY-EU WATCH

THE F-35 DEBATE INTENSIFIED 
AS TURKEY RECEIVED 
COMPONENTS OF S-400 

The tension has escalated further on the “F-35 
jet program” front between Turkey and the 

US following the arrival of the 12th plane from 
Russia carrying hardware components of the S-400 
long-range air defence systems on 16 July 2019. 
As expressed by Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan, it is expected that all S-400 defence 
missiles would be deployed by April 2020.

After the S-400 acquisition, Turkey has been 

removed from the consortium that was formed to 
produce F-35 fighter jets. Turkey so far manufactured 
nearly 900 components for the project and declared 
that deployment of the S-400 would not pose any 
threat to its allies. Yet Turkey’s removal from the 
program has created some controversy among NATO 
allies. In that sense, Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt 
Çavuşoğlu discussed the issue with his US counterpart 
Mike Pompeo on 20 July 2019. 
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TURKISH CYPRIOT AND GREEK CYPRIOT 
LEADERS MET AFTER A FIVE-MONTH HIATUS 

President of the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus 

(TRNC) Mustafa Akıncı and Greek 
Cypriot leader Nicos Anastasiades 
came together at an informal 
meeting in the island’s buffer 
zone after a five-month hiatus 
on 9 August 2019. The meeting, 
which took place against the 
backdrop of rising tension over 
the hydrocarbon resources 
around the island, was hosted 
by the UN Secretary General’s 
Special Representative on Cyprus 
Elizabeth Spehar.

According to the statement 
by the UN Spokesperson in 
Cyprus Aleem Siddique, the 
leaders had a sincere and 

constructive exchange of views 
during their three and a half 
hour meeting and decided 
to continue in engaging the 
efforts undertaken by UN special 
envoy Jane Holl Lute “with the 
determination to finalise the 
Terms of Reference that would 
enable structured and results-
oriented negotiations leading 
to a settlement with a sense 
of urgency.” Moreover, the 
two leaders announced their 
readiness to hold a three-partite 
meeting with UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres after 
the UN General Assembly set 
to take place in New York in 
September to plan the steps 

ahead. The leaders also welcomed 
the implementation of the 
confidence-building measures 
(CBMs) such as electricity 
interconnectivity and mobile 
phone interoperability. As part of 
the CBMs agreed by the leaders 
in May 2015, mobile phone 
interoperability between the 
two sides of the island was finally 
realised on 12 July 2019.

Speaking to the reporters 
following the meeting, TRNC 
President Akıncı underscored the 
importance they attach to the 
upcoming three-partite meeting 
with the UN Secretary General 
as it could pave the way for a 
possible five-party meeting. 

Turkish Interior Ministry dismissed 
mayors of three south eastern 

provinces of Turkey namely; Diyarbakır, 
Mardin and Van on 19 August 2019. 
Through an official statement, the 
Ministry accused the mayors of already 
having active cases against them 
and stated as follows: “The Ministry 
suspended mayors, who were identified 
and proven to be engaged and 
affiliated with terrorist organisations 
and to support them, from their duties.” 
After the suspension, state-appointed 
governors of Diyarbakır, Mardin and Van 
took over the mayorship.

Pursuant to the suspensions, 
Spokesperson for EU High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy Mogherini and 
Council of Europe’s (CoE) Congress 
of Local and Regional Authorities 
released statements. The EU statement 
underlined that the dismissals and 
detentions of local politicians and 
appointment of trustees deprived 
voters of political representation at local 
level. At the same time, President of the 
CoE’s Congress of Local and Regional 
Authorities Anders Knape expressed his 
concern about the decision.

EU AND COE RELEASED 
STATEMENTS ON DISMISSAL OF 
THREE TURKISH MAYORS
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COMMISSIONER 
AVRAMOPOULOS ATTENDED 
THE 11TH AMBASSADORS 
CONFERENCE

On 8 August 2019, European 
Commissioner for Migration, 

Home Affairs, and Citizenship Dimitris 
Avramopoulos addressed the 11th 

Ambassadors Conference, which was 
held in Ankara and Samsun on 3-6 
August 2019 under the theme “Robust 
Diplomacy: Active on the Ground and 
at the Table. Since 2008, every year 
Ambassadors Conference convenes 
Turkish ambassadors serving at home 
and abroad. On this occasion, Foreign 
Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu met with 
Commissioner Avramopoulos and 
discussed the current developments 
in Turkey-EU relations with a special 
emphasis on migration and visa 
liberalisation. 

Commissioner Avramopoulos, in 
his address to the ambassadors, drew 
attention to common global challenges 
and underlined cooperation as the 
one and only solution to overcome 
these. Moreover, he described Turkey 
as an indispensable partner of the 
EU as a candidate country and a 

strategically important neighbour. 
Similarly, Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu 
praised Commissioner Avramopoulos’ 
efforts aimed at improving Turkey-EU 
relations despite compelling challenges 
and emphasised Turkey’s motivation in 
deepening cooperation and integration 
with the EU.
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on 16 April 2018. In 
the context of the 
visit, Stoltenberg 
came together with 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Mevlüt 
Çavuşoğlu and Minister 
of National Defence 
Nurettin Canikli.

During the visit, 
NATO Secretary 
General Stoltenberg 

NATO allies’ solidarity 
in the fight against all 
kinds of terrorism was 
emphasised.

Following the 
meeting with President 
Erdoğan, Stoltenberg 
came together with 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Mevlüt 
Çavuşoğlu. Minister 
Çavuşoğlu and Secretary 
General Stoltenberg 

YPG, FETÖ and ISIL and 
expressed that decisions 
regarding enlargement 
policy should be taken.

Lastly, Stoltenberg 
met with Minister 
of National Defence 
Nurettin Canikli. During 
the meeting, Minister 
Canikli and NATO 
Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg discussed 
the cooperation in the 

HIGH-LEVEL EXCHANGES

On  27 August 
2019, Turkish 

President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan 
paid a one-day 
visit to Russia and 
came together 
with Russian 
President Vladimir 
Putin. The leaders 
spoke at a joint 
press conference 
following their 
meeting at 
the Zhukovsky 
International 
Airport in the 
capital Moscow.  

The hottest 
topic of the press conference was the latest 
developments in Syria. President Erdoğan 
stated that the relative peace in Idlib had 
been achieved as a result of the Sochi 
memorandum reached last September; 
however the tranquillity established in 
Idlib has been disrupted since May due 
to Esad regime’s attacks targeting civilians 
and civilian infrastructure. Since 3.5 million 
Syrians are experiencing a humanitarian 
tragedy, President Erdoğan underscored 
that most of these people were headed to 

the Turkish borders 
to seek shelter. The 
two leaders also 
reiterated their 
commitment to Syria’s 
territorial integrity 
and declared that 
work aimed at setting 
up a Constitutional 
Committee was now 
in the final phase 
thanks to the efforts 
of Iran, Russia and the 
UN.  It was pointed 
out that the trilateral 
summit was scheduled 
for mid-September in 
Turkey. 

President 
Erdoğan and Russian President Putin also 
attended the inauguration ceremony of 
the International Aviation and Space Salon 
MAKS-2019. The two leaders watched 
the Su-57 fighter jet at the air show and 
examined Su-35 fighter jets, the Ka-52 
military helicopter and Mi-38 transport 
helicopter. They discussed cooperation on 
Russia’s Su-35 jet and possible joint work on 
its new Su-57. For his part, Putin said that 
Russia and Turkey could unite their efforts in 
the aircraft construction industry. 

PRESIDENT ERDOĞAN VISITED 
RUSSIA 

 G7 LEADERS’ SUMMIT WAS 
HELD IN FRANCE 

Leaders of Canada, France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom 

and the United States as well as the 
President of the European Council, 
Donald Tusk representing the EU 
gathered in the French town of 
Biarritz on 24-26 August 2019 for the 
G7 Summit. The summit, which was 
hosted by the French G7 Presidency, 
was organised under the main 
theme “fight against inequalities”. 
The French Presidency renewed the 
format of the G7, opening some of the 
discussions to non-G7 partners and 
involved international partners and 
representatives of civil society. 

During the summit, the leaders of 
the world’s seven largest economies 
discussed numerous global issues 
ranging from trade tensions to climate 
change. The leaders’ discussion on 
foreign policy and security issues 
focused on relations with Iran in the 
aftermath of rising tension following 
the US’ withdrawal from the nuclear 
deal and Iran’s non-compliance with 
some aspects of the deal. Iranian 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif made a surprise appearance in 
Biarritz where he held meetings with 
French President Emmanuel Macron as 
well as European and French officials. 
G7 leaders discussed a French initiative 
to reach out to the Iranian authorities 
to de-escalate the situation, sharing 
the objectives of preventing Iran 
from acquiring nuclear weapons and 
fostering peace and stability in the 
region. 

Other foreign policy issues on the 
agenda of the leaders were Ukraine, 
Russia, the situation in Syria and the 
Middle East, Libya, the Korean Peninsula 
and Hong Kong. On Ukraine, leaders 
agreed to organise a Normandy format 
summit under the leadership of France 
and Germany to achieve tangible 
results. The G7 leaders also reaffirmed 
the existence and importance of the 
Sino-British Joint Declaration of 1984 on 
Hong Kong and called for violence to be 
avoided. On the situation in Libya, they 
called for a well-prepared international 
conference to bring together all the 
stakeholders and regional actors 
relevant to the conflict. G7 leaders also 
agreed to disburse 20 million euros to 
finance aeroplanes to fight the fires in 
the Amazon rainforest recognising the 
global nature of the environmental 
catastrophe.

Concerning trade, leaders discussed 
the global economic outlook and issues 
related to trade tensions. They also 
evaluated international taxation with a 
specific focus on a coordinated approach 
to the issue of taxation in the digital 
sector. Leaders exchanged views on how 
to safeguard the rules-based trading 
system and how to minimise current 
trade tensions. They also tasked the G7 
finance ministers to closely monitor the 
state of the global economy. The reform 
of the WTO was also on the agenda. The 
G7 committed to reaching in 2020 an 
agreement to simplify regulatory barriers 
and modernise international taxation 
within the framework of the OECD.
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTER ÇAVUŞOĞLU 
VISITED ESTONIA 

Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs and Chief 
Negotiator Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu paid an 

official visit to Estonia on 28 August 2019. In 
the context of the visit, Turkish Foreign Minister 
Çavuşoğlu held meetings with Estonian Prime 
Minister Jüri Ratas and Foreign Minister Urmas 
Reinsalu. During the meetings all aspects 
of Turkish-Estonian relations and further 
cooperation opportunities between the two 
countries were discussed. 

Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu and his 
Estonian counterpart Reinsalu exchanged 
views on cooperation within NATO, Turkey’s 
EU membership process and regional and 
international issues. It was announced that a 
Joint Economic and Trade Committee would be 
established soon to increase the bilateral trade 
volume and mutual investments.

PRESIDENT ERDOĞAN 
ATTENDED SEECP SUMMIT 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
attended the South East European 

Cooperation Process Summit (SEECP) held 
on 8-9 July 2019 in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
The meeting focused on the steps to improve 
cooperation in the Balkans, particularly in the 
areas of economy, trade, transport, infrastructure 
and investment. Regional development and 
unity were among the other agenda items.

Speaking at the SEECP Summit, President 
Erdoğan underscored the importance of 
boosting economic cooperation and reinforcing 
the digital infrastructure networks among 
the Balkan countries in order to increase their 
competitive strength in a globalised world. 
Emphasising the SEECP’s success for the 
Balkan region and Europe’s peace, stability 
and prosperity, President Erdoğan highlighted 
SEECP’s critical contribution to the integration 
of the Balkan countries to the Euro-Atlantic 

institutions.
President Erdoğan also pointed out to the 

rising discriminatory trends across Europe which 
have the potential to endanger Europe’s peace 
and future. As President Erdoğan indicated, 
Turkey hosts over 4 million refugees and has 
already spent more than 37 billion dollars for 
Syrian refugees. President Erdoğan underlined 
that Turkey took all the burden of irregular 
migration among the countries bordering Syria 
as well as transit regions like the Balkans. In this 
regard, President Erdoğan complained that 
pledges made to Turkey about the financial 
aid for Syrian refugees had not been delivered, 
with the EU having released only 2.5 billion 
euros of its 6 billion euro promise so far. During 
the summit, President Erdoğan held bilateral 
meetings with members of the Bosnia and 
Herzegovina’s tripartite presidency as well as 
other international leaders in attendance.
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BORIS JOHNSON AT THE UK’S HELM: WHAT TO 
EXPECT IN BREXIT? 

Theresa May’s enduring 
demise set the stage for the 
rise of Boris Johnson, one of 

the most vocal advocates of a “hard 
Brexit”. Boris Johnson is a leading 
conservative politician. He served 
as Mayor of London for two terms 
2008-2016, overseeing the 2012 
London Olympics. He resigned as 
mayor to run as an MP for the House 
of Commons in 2015. In July 2016, 
Johnson became Secretary of State 
for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs however he resigned from 
this position in July 2018. Johnson 
was commonly touted as a future 
leader of the Conservative Party. 
Following UK’s vote to leave the EU 
on 23 June 2016, he announced 
that he would not run for the 
Conservative Party leadership 
and for Prime Minister’s office. His 
decision gave Home Secretary 
Theresa May a free run. A little 
over three years later, upon May’s 
resignation, he was elected leader 
by the party, replacing May and 
becoming Prime Minister.

For the outside world, perhaps 
the most intriguing aspect 
regarding Johnson’s premiership 
is how he will resolve the Brexit 
crisis. As it is known, Johnson is an 
outspoken Eurosceptic who led 
the campaign for Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland to leave the EU 
in the 23 June 2016 referendum- 
becoming one of the key figures 
of the Brexit. He promises to take 
UK out of the EU on 31 October 
2019, with or without a deal.  He 
describes May’s deal as obsolete 
but wants to retain certain parts of 
it while renegotiating or ditching 
others. He says the Irish backstop is 
the main problem with the deal and 
believes the EU can be persuaded 
to renegotiate if Britain shows it is 
prepared for a no-deal exit.

Two months before the Brexit 
deadline, the new Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson has also dramatically 

escalated the political tension by 
calling to suspend the Parliament. 
Although Johnson defends this 
move as routine, critics accuse him 
of limiting time for legislators to 
prevent the UK from crashing out of 
the EU on 31 October with no deal. 
Boris Johnson’s plans to prorogue 
Parliament were confirmed on 28 
August when Johnson obtained 
Queen Elizabeth II’s approval.
The House of Commons will be 
suspended on a date between 9 
September and 12 September, 
and then be opened again on 14 
October.

During prorogation, Parliament 
will not meet to debate or vote on 
any legislation. Normally speaking, 
the body would not meet in any 
case between 12 September and 9 
October, which might be considered 
that lawmakers would only lose five 
days. But with prorogation, the new 
parliamentary session would begin 
with the Queen’s Speech which 
traditionally lays out a legislative 
agenda for the coming year. That 

speech is followed by three days of 
general debate, which means Brexit 
opponents could not introduce 
laws to stop it until 17 October. 17 
October just happens to be the first 
day of a two-day European Council 
where Johnson has promised to 
negotiate a new Brexit deal that 
Parliament will approve.

What’s Next for Brexit?
To prorogue Parliament is 

considered a mere formality in 
modern times, and as usual, the 
Queen gave her consent. However 
many MPs and ordinary citizens are 
calling it a coup. Back in April, MPs 
managed to pass a law to force the 
then Prime Minister, Theresa May, to 
ask for an extension to the UK’s EU 
membership and they are seeking to 
do the same again now. Leader of the 
Labour Party Jeremy Corbyn has met 
other opposition leaders to find a way 
to force the Prime Minister to ask the 
EU for a further Brexit delay. Corbyn 
said that opposition MPs will use 
Parliament’s short return beginning 

of September to pass a law blocking 
a no-deal Brexit. It is understood that 
MPs plan to apply for an emergency 
debate as soon as 3 September, 
allowing them to take control of the 
parliamentary timetable.

At the emergency debate, 
MPs opposed to quitting the EU 
without a deal will try to pass 
legislation to force the Prime 
Minister to ask for a three-month 
extension to negotiations if a deal 
is not agreed between the EU and 
the UK by October’s European 
Council. Time will be tight to get 
the bill approved, as Johnson has 
moved to prorogue Parliament as 
of 9 September. If everything goes 
according to the plan, all stages of 
the legislation would be completed 
by 6 September. That would give 
the House of Commons enough 
time to debate any amendments 
made by the upper house and send 
the legislation — if it passes again 
— to Queen Elizabeth II who could 
put the law into effect by as soon as 
9 September. The bill would force 

Johnson to delay UK’s EU exit until 
31 January 2020, unless Parliament 
approves a new deal or votes to 
support a no-deal Brexit by 19 
October — which are both unlikely 
scenarios.

If lawmakers should succeed in 
quickly passing legislation outlawing 
a no-deal Brexit before Parliament 
is suspended, Johnson could try 
to outplay them again by calling a 
general election. But there could 
be a significant obstacle. To call an 
election, Boris Johnson would need 
the support of two thirds of the 
House of Commons, so he would 
need opposition votes. 

Last but not least, it is also 
important to underline that the 
legislation that will be brought by 
the MPs will only delay the issue 
until January 2020. Any extension 
would also need the unanimous 
approval of the leaders of the 
remaining 27 EU Member States 
— and the British government 
would have to provide a valid reason 
for doing so. The question then is  
whether there would be widespread 
support among EU leaders to grant 
a third extension. Although EU 
leaders are growing frustrated with 
the stalled process and preparing 
for a no-deal scenario, they are also 
looking to avoid the likely economic 
catastrophe that would come with 
the UK leaving without a deal.

The UK’s economic significance 
is also matched by its political and 
cultural clout. Being the fifth largest 
economy among the G20 countries, 
the second largest economy in 
the EU and the third largest net 
contributor to the EU budget, the 
UK is also one of two UN Security 
Council members in the Union. Its 
withdrawal from membership will 
definitely be a significant loss for 
the EU in economic, political and 
security terms. On the other hand, 
aptly called as the “awkward partner” 
by Stephen George, the UK opted 
out of several policy areas of the EU 
including the Schengen area and 
the Eurozone. The absence of the 
UK may actually speed up deeper 
integration in the EU.  

Boris Johnson won the Conservative leadership race and became the UK’s new Prime Minister. But what 
does this mean for the future of the UK with the Brexit deadline impending once again? 
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