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LATVIA TOOK OVER THE EU 
COUNCIL’S PRESIDENCY

Latvia took over the Presidency 
of the Council of the EU 

from Italy for six months as of 1 
January 2015. Latvia holds the 
Presidency for the first time and it 
coincides with the 10th anniversary 
of its membership to the EU. 
The Latvian Presidency takes 
part in the common 18-month 
Trio Program under which three 
Member States, namely Italy, Latvia 
and Luxemburg have determined 
the priorities of the EU Council.

Latvia’s EU Presidency will 
focus on the following three 
guiding principles: “A competitive 
Europe” to create jobs and boost 
economic growth; “a digital 
Europe” to ensure a digital Single 
Market and “an engaged Europe” 
to strengthen the EU’s role in 
global issues. The Presidency 
wishes to contribute to the 
implementation of the European 
Council’s 5-year Strategic Agenda 
in the area of protection of 
citizens, climate change, energy 
union, freedom, security and 

justice as well as Juncker’s 
Investment Plan announced in 
November 2014. On the other 
hand, the Eastern Partnership 
Summit that will take place in 
21-22 May 2015 in Riga is of great 
importance for Latvian Presidency.   
EU sanctions against Russia will be 
reviewed based on the state of the 
disagreements over the Ukrainian 
crisis. Lastly, as mentioned by 
the President of Latvia Laimdota 
Straujuma, TTIP negotiations 
between the EU and the US will 
continue with result-oriented 
efforts.  

With regards to the accession 
negotiations with Turkey, 
Latvia supports Turkey’s EU 
membership. During high-level 
meetings with Latvia, the Latvian 
leaders confirmed the positive 
impacts of Turkey’s integration 
to the EU. The 18-month Trio 
Program approved on 17 June 
2014 underlines that the Union’s 
enlargement policy remains of 
a strategic importance and a 

fundamental tool to promote 
peace, democracy and security 
in Europe. As the Trio Program 
indicates, the three Presidencies 
will seek to continue the ongoing 
accession negotiations with 
Turkey. The Council will also seek 
to ensure that the EU remains 
the anchor for reforms in Turkey, 
especially in the areas of the rule 
of law, fundamental rights and 
freedoms. The Latvian Presidency 
will encourage Turkey to advance 
in the fulfilment of negotiation 
benchmarks and meet the 
requirements of the Negotiating 
Framework. The Cyprus issue 
will remain to be a key factor in 
Turkey’s accession negotiation 
process. It is also mentioned in 
the Trio Program that the EU will 
continue encouraging Turkey 
to support the negotiations for 
a comprehensive settlement of 
the Cyprus issue, in accordance 
with the UN Security Council 
resolutions. 

Turkey is also hopeful for 

this new momentum brought 
by the Latvian Presidency 
of the Council of the EU. As 
it was mentioned by the 
Commissioner for European 
Neighbourhood Policy and 
Enlargement Negotiations 
Johannes Hahn during his 
official visit to Turkey in 
December 2014, the possibility 
to open the Economic and 
Monetary Policy Chapter to 
negotiations is high during the 
Latvian Presidency. 

Accession negotiations with Turkey remain of strategic 
importance for the Latvian Presidency. 

PRIME MINISTER 
DAVUTOĞLU 
PARTICIPATED 
IN THE MARCH 
AGAINST 
TERROR IN PARIS

Prime Minister Prof. 
Davutoğlu aimed 
to express his 
solidarity with the 
French people and 
his support for the 
value of freedom 
as the leader of a 
potential member 
state of the EU.  

The World was taken by 
surprise upon news of 

a deadly attack against the 
satirical magazine, Charlie 
Hebdo’s office in Paris on 7 
January 2015. The attack was 
followed by the taking of 
hostages in a kosher super 
market which led to the death 
of four people.  

All in all, 17 people were 
killed as a result of these terrorist 
attacks, perpetrated by three 
French citizens (two Algerian, 
one Malian origin). 
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“50 YEARS OF TURKEY’S EU EXPERT”
Dear reader;

We all have welcomed 
2015 with good wishes. 

As we wish you a happy new 
year with IKV Monthly which 
we started publishing in 2014, 
we also want to underline the 
importance of 2015 for us.

2015 which corresponds 
to the 10th year of Turkey-
EU accession negotiations, 
embodies a special meaning for 
IKV: IKV will be celebrating its 
50th anniversary this year, having 
been founded in 1965 as the 
main representative of Turkish 
business community regarding 
EU affairs.  

The 50th anniversary of IKV 
is not only a celebration for us 

but also a golden opportunity to 
increase the awareness in Turkey 
regarding the EU and Turkey’s 
recognition in Europe. 

Established only two years 
after the signing of the Ankara 
Agreement in 1963 that founded 
the relations between Turkey 
and the European Economic 
Community of the time, IKV as 
“Turkey’s EU Expert” became 
the symbol of the long-term 
perspective of Turkish business 
community. 

IKV has been contributing to 
the integration of our country to 
the modern world, based on its 
vision of a truly globalized Turkey.  

Since its establishment, 
IKV brought European vision to 

Turkey and explained Turkey’s 
potential to Europe with the 
support of its founders, trustees 
and supporters without deviating 
from its mission and objectives 
and without losing its faith in 
Turkey’s potential to be a part of 
European integration. 

In its 50th anniversary, IKV 
continues to maintain its vision 
and faith with the support of 
stakeholders. 

In this regard, IKV aims to 
mark its 50th year as a milestone 
in Turkey-EU relations through 
sharing its knowledge with 
projects reaching all segments of 
the society. 

In the first days of IKV’s 
50th year, we owe a debt of 

gratitude to Istanbul Chamber 
of Industry and Istanbul 
Chamber of Commerce as IKV’s 
founders; to especially Union 
of Chambers and Commodity 
Exchanges of Turkey, as well 
as Banks Association of Turkey, 
Turkish Exporters Assembly, 
Turkish Confederation of 

Employers’ Association, 
Istanbul Commodity 
Exchange, Turkish Industry and 
Business Association, Union 
of Agricultural Chambers of 
Turkey, Istanbul Textile and 
Apparel Exporters’ Association 
as IKV’s trustees; and to IKV’s 
supporters. 
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PRIME MINISTER 
DAVUTOĞLU’S VISIT 
TO EU CAPITALS

After attending the march against 
terror in Paris following the 

deadly attacks, Prime Minister Prof. 
Ahmet Davutoğlu visited Germany 
and Belgium accompanied by a 
delegation including Minister for EU 
Affairs and Chief Negotiator Volkan 
Bozkır. In Germany, Prime Minister 
Davutoğlu and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel discussed Turkey’s 
role in the fight against ISIL. Prime 
Minister Davutoğlu underlined that 
Islamophobic far-right movement 
PEGIDA constitutes a threat for 
Germany. During his visit, Prime 
Minister Davutoğlu also delivered 
a speech on Turkey’s foreign policy 
priorities at the Körber Foundation 
and met representatives of the Turkish 
community and NGOs in Germany. 

Prime Minister Davutoğlu and 
Minister Bozkır visited Brussels on 
15 January 2015 and met with 
the President of the European 
Commission Jean-Claude Juncker, 
President of the European Council 
Donald Tusk, High Representative 
of the EU for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy Federica Mogherini 
and Commissioner for European 
Neighbourhood Policy and 
Enlargement Negotiations Johannes 
Hahn. During these meetings, the 
potential opening of new chapters 
in Turkey-EU negotiation process 
was discussed. Prime Minister 
Davutoğlu’s visit to Brussels was of a 
great importance for underlying the 
win-win situation regarding Turkey-EU 
relations. During these meetings, 
both parties agreed on the need for 
a comprehensive settlement to the 
Cyprus issue. 

PRIME MINISTER DAVUTOĞLU PARTICIPATED 
IN THE MARCH AGAINST TERROR IN PARIS

FROM THE FIRST PAGE
Allegedly, the two brothers, 

Cherif and Said Kouachi were 
offended by the Prophet 
Mohammed cartoons printed by 
the magazine which they viewed 
as an insult to the Prophet and 
Islam. While killing in the name 
of Islam is condemned by the 
leaders of almost all countries 
including Muslim nations, the 
limits of freedom of expression 
and satire were extensively 
discussed in the media and 
elsewhere. The tradition of satire 
going back to the renowned 
18th century philosopher Voltaire 
is an integral part of French 
intellectual life, freedom of 
expression and democracy. Thus 
an attack on cartoonists that 
had no other business besides 
drawing is perceived as an attack 
on the soul of France and a direct 
threat to freedom of expression 
and media. 

The French nation was 
unified around the core values 
of the French Revolution in 
the protest against the attacks. 
Leaders of nearly 50 nations 
attended the Unity against 
Terror March organized upon the 
initiative of President François 
Hollande on 11 January. Turkey’s 

President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
was among the first leaders 
who called President Hollande 
to express his sympathy and 
condolences for the losses. 
Turkey’s Prime Minister Prof. 
Ahmet Davutoğlu, was also 
present at the march along 
with many other world leaders. 
It was a sign of solidarity with 
the victims of the attacks and 
a proclamation that terror 
would not be able to achieve 
its aim of crushing the morale 
of people and pushing back 
freedom of expression. Prime 
Minister Davutoğlu, like the other 
one and a half million people 
attending the march, aimed to 
express his solidarity with the 
French people and his support 
for the value of freedom as the 
leader of a potential member 
state of the EU amid placards 
and exclamations of “je suis 
Charlie”. 

The attacks led to 
widespread debates and 
analyses on the increasing 
presence of Muslims in Europe, 
compatibility of Islam with 
European values as well as the 
growing spectre of Islamophobia 
in Europe. While many 
analysts noted that freedom 

of expression as a basic 
value should be safeguarded 
against such attacks, they 
also noted problems in the 
integration of Muslims in 
Europe, relative deprivation 
of Muslim communities and 
discrimination against them 
as the source of radicalism. 
President Hollande, Chancellor 
Merkel and Prime Minister 
Davutoğlu warned at different 
occasions against the danger 
of such attacks being used 
by ultra-right wing groups 
to incriminate immigrants 
and incite hatred against 
Muslims in Europe. The key 
to a more secure future for 
Europe lies most probably in 
devising policies to combat 
the deprivation and isolation 
of immigrant communities, 
preventing radicalization of 
Muslims by way of better 
integration policies, tackling 
xenophobia and Islamophobia 
by education and intercultural 
dialogue, cooperation among 
moderate political parties 
against the far right, and better 
coordination and cooperation 
against trans-border terror 
networks among European and 
related third countries. 

IKV’S 52ND GENERAL COUNCIL TOOK PLACE

IKV’s 52nd General 
Council, that 
took place on 26 
December 2014, 
was chaired by ITO 
Vice-President G. 
Murat Kalsın and   
ITHIB Chairman   
İsmail Gülle.

In his opening speech, IKV 
Chairman Ömer Cihad Vardan 

presented the activities carried 
out by IKV throughout 2014. IKV 
Chairman considers IKV’s 50th 

anniversary as an opportunity 
to further revitalise Turkey’s EU 
process. In this respect, IKV aims 
to give greater emphasis in 2015 
on the accession negotiations, 
the visa liberalisation dialogue 
and the Readmission Agreement 
as well as on the Customs Union, 
free trade agreements and the 
ongoing TTIP negotiations. IKV 

Chairman pointed out to the 
need to increase the support 
for Turkey’s goal of becoming a 
member of the EU and to achieve 
this objective within a reasonable 
time frame.  

In this regard, TOBB Vice-
President and ISTIB Chairman 
Ç. Ali Kopuz, Chairman of 
Istanbul Textile and Apparel 
Exporter Associations (ITHIB) 
İsmail Gülle and TIM Deputy 
Chairman Mustafa Çıkrıkçıoğlu 
stressed on the importance 
of the business community’s 

support to Turkey’s accession 
process. Within this framework, 
they emphasized the key role 
played by IKV as a primary source 
of information on EU affairs for 
the business community. It is 
essential to continue to inform 
the representatives of the private 
sectors on the developments 
related to the Customs Union and 
the potential effects upon Turkey 
of the EU’s free trade agreement 
with third countries as well as the 
ongoing TTIP process between 
the EU and the US. 

 
THE ATTACK 
ON CHARLIE  
HEBDO IS AN 
ATTACK AGAINST 
UNIVERSAL VALUES

We, as IKV, condemn 
the brutal attack against the 
satirical magazine Charlie 
Hebdo which led to the tragic 
death of 12 people in Paris, 
France. We extend our deepest 
condolences to the families and 
relatives of the victims and to 
the French public. Regardless 
of the reason, any terrorist 
activity targeting people’s lives 
and fundamental freedoms is 
considered as a crime against 
humanity. This attack, at the 
heart of European values, 
leads to an even stronger 
confirmation of respect for 
fundamental rights and 
freedoms as is evident with the 
protests following the attack 
across Europe. The attack sadly 
reveals the extreme points that 
are reached by provocative 
politics based on religious 
values together with the risk 
of triggering hostility against 
people of different faiths in 
Europe in the future.

MINISTRY FOR EU 
AFFAIRS’ SECOND 
OFFICE OPENED IN 
ANTALYA

Within the framework of the 
“New EU Communication 

Strategy”, the Ministry for EU 
Affairs opened in December 2014 
its second office after Istanbul 
in Antalya. It is aimed with the 
establishment of these offices to 
ensure the harmonisation with the 
EU acquis at local level and the 
effective implementation of the 
legislation. The office in Antalya will 
also help better prepare projects 
that reveal the historical, cultural 
and geographical wealth of the city 
within the EU accession perspective 
and to better benefit from the 
opportunities provided at local level. 
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The Action Plan for 
Strengthening the Capacity 

for EU-related Activities at the 
Local Level was announced 
by Minister for EU Affairs and 
Chief Negotiator Volkan Bozkır 
at a press conference on 23 
December 2014 in Ankara. 
The Action Plan is expected to 
provide a road map for a more 
effective performance in EU 
related activities carried out by 
the Ministry for EU Affairs and 
other relevant public institutions 
at local level. These local activities 
that are foreseen within the 
Action Plan are based on Turkey’s 
New EU Strategy and the new 
Communication Strategy.

3Issue 3  •  January 2015

www.ikv.org.tr

AN ACTION PLAN 
FOR EU-RELATED 
ACTIVITIES AT 
LOCAL LEVEL 
WAS PRESENTED
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The Turkish government 
wants to increase its annual 

contribution to the budget of 
the Council of Europe from 13 
million to 33 million euros. As 
a result, Turkey will become 
the sixth largest contributor to 
the Council of Europe’s budget 
after the UK, France, Germany, 
Italy and Russia. The Secretary 
General of the Council of Europe, 
Thorbjørn Jagland stated that 
this will enable Turkey to increase 
the number of its members 
within the Secretariat and in the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe.  

TURKEY WANTS 
TO INCREASE ITS 
CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE COUNCIL OF 
EUROPE’S BUDGET

EFTA PARLIAMENTARY  
COMMITTEE DELEGATION’S  
VISIT TO TOBB

The European Free Trade Association (EFTA) Parliamentary Committee 
Delegation visited TOBB President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu on 13 

January 2015 in Ankara. During the meeting, both parties tried to identify 
possible areas for further cooperation between Turkey and EFTA. Within 
this framework, the possibility of updating and extending the scope of 
the EFTA Agreement to the service sector was discussed. TOBB President 
Hisarcıklıoğlu ensured that this could present great opportunities especially 
for the healthcare sector. TOBB President, who is currently chairing B-20, 
also explained that the G-20 could present a platform to further enhance 
cooperation between international companies of Turkey and EFTA.  

IKV AND ISO BOARD OF DIRECTORS ASSESSED 
TURKEY-EU RELATIONS

Members of IKV Board of Directors and one of 
its founders Istanbul Chamber of Industry 

(ISO) gathered on 14 January 2015 to assess Turkey’s 
EU membership perspective and to exchange 
information on the expectations of the Turkish 
business community regarding this process. Within 
this framework, ISO Chairman Erdal Bahçıvan 

drew attention to the ongoing TTIP negotiations, 
the revision of the Custom Union and the visa 
liberalisation dialogue to which the business 
community gives great importance currently. 

During the meeting, IKV Chairman Ömer 
Cihad Vardan ensured that as a civil society 
organisation that represents the interests of the 

business community, IKV would pursue its efforts to 
contribute to Turkey’s EU membership process and 
to present their interests at the European platform. 
At the occasion of its 50th anniversary, IKV foresees 
to organise a broad range of activities both in 
Turkey and the EU under the theme of “50 years, 50 
projects”. 

The opening speech of the 7th Ambassadors 
Conference was given by the Minister 

of Foreign Affairs Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu with an 
emphasis on the complementary nature of 
the continuity and change in foreign policy. 
Minister Çavuşoğlu also stressed the ongoing 
efforts by the government to revitalise the 
willingness among Turkish public towards the 
EU membership process. In this respect, Minister 
Çavuşoğlu reminded the efforts with regard to 
visa liberalisation dialogue in cooperation with the 
Ministry for EU Affairs. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan gave 

a speech during the lunch organized in honour of 
the Ambassadors at the Presidential Palace where 
he underlined the continuing efforts to increase 
Turkey’s prestige across the world. The Minister for 
EU Affairs and Chief Negotiator Volkan Bozkır met 
with Turkish Ambassadors on the third day of the 
Conference. Reminding that the EU membership 
process is in fact a modernization process for 
Turkey, Minister Bozkır underlined that completing 
EU accession process is a strategic objective for 
Turkey. 

As it is well-known, the Ambassadors’ 
Conferences which are held on a regular 

basis since 2008, provide a forum for Turkish 
ambassadors, ministers, cabinet members, and 
representatives from state institutions to discuss 
and assess Turkish foreign policy. As in the previous 
years, representatives from different countries and 
international organizations were also invited to the 
Conference to strengthen its international profile. 
In this respect, Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the 
Netherlands, Argentina and Nigeria, Secretary-
General of the Council of Europe, Director-General 
of UNESCO and UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees also attended the 7th Ambassadors’ 
Conference. 

The 7th Ambassadors’ Conference organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was held 
under the theme of “New Turkey: Continuity and Change in Foreign Policy” on 5-9 
January 2015 in Ankara. During the conference, Turkey’s foreign policy and Turkey-EU 
relations were broadly discussed  by Turkish ambassadors, ministers, cabinet members 
and representatives from state institutions.

THE 7TH AMBASSADORS’  CONFERENCE HELD IN ANKARA
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PRIME MINISTER 
DAVUTOĞLU 
ANNOUNCED 
AN INCENTIVE 
PACKAGE FOR 
MOTHERS
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Prime Minister Prof. Ahmet 
Davutoğlu announced the 

“Program for the Protection of 
Family and Dynamic Population 
Structure” which aims not only to 
improve working mothers’ rights 
and their working conditions 
but also to help women in 
establishing a balance between 
family and working life. Within 
this framework, this incentive 
package foresees new part-time 
working opportunities for women 
and an extension of benefits 
during their maternity leave. 
The Turkish government will 
also mobilize against domestic 
violence directed to women 
and children through various 
campaigns. Financial incentives 
are also foreseen for family to 
encourage working women to 
have more children.

TURKEY’S 
TRANSPARENCY 
REFORM 
PACKAGE WAS 
ANNOUNCED

Prime Minister Prof. Ahmet 
Davutoğlu presented a new 

plan to improve transparency 
within state institutions and 
accountability in funding for 
political parties and election 
campaigns at a press conference 
on 14 January 2015. The plan, also 
referred as to the “Transparency 
Package in Public Administration”, 
includes measures related to asset 
declaration and political party 
financing. 

With the new transparency 
package, asset declaration will 
become compulsory for deputy 
parliamentary group chairs, 
executives at the headquarters 
of political parties, provincial 
and district-level political party 
executives as well as for the 
executives of radio and television 
channels which broadcast at  
national, regional or local level. 
Furthermore, the president and 
the members of supreme courts 
as well as heads of chambers 
of these courts will also have to 
declare their assets. In addition 
to these measures, the renewal 
period for asset declaration will 
be reduced from 5 to 2 years. 
The package also foresees that 
financial aid and donations 
for parliamentary and mayoral 
candidates will be deposited in 
private bank accounts that can be 
monitored online. 

By  Markus Bernath,  
05 January 2015   

“Replacing the EU with 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation might be considered 
a tempting idea by the supporters 
of Turkey’s firebrand President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. But Ankara 
is becoming increasingly annoyed 
with the customs union between 
the EU and Turkey, and the issue is 
bound to keep officials in Brussels 
busy this year. “It is an asymmetric 
relationship, where the EU is 
the rule-maker and Turkey the 
rule-taker,” Melih Özsöz, research 
director at Istanbul’s Foundation 
for Economic Development (IKV), 
a pro-European think tank, argues. 
“The Turkish business community 
is aware of the benefits of the 
customs union. However, it is of 
the opinion that the union has 
become outdated and needs an 
upgrade,” Özsöz told Europolitics.

Turkey’s main problem is the 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP), which is 
currently being negotiated. Once 
the customs barriers between the 
US and the EU are removed, the 
agreement would also be binding 
on Turkey, but it would offer no 
benefits: US products would 
appear on the Turkish market free 
of tariffs, while the levies charged 
by the US on Turkish products 
would remain in place. Turkey 
would lose twice: its customs 
revenues would disappear and 
simultaneously it would have to 
face increased competition from 
cheaper goods on its internal 
market. Additionally, Ankara will 
be left out of the new dynamic 
investment agreements the US and 
the EU are supposed to conclude.

In November 2014, Turkey’s 
EU Minister Volkan Bozkir, a 
level-headed member of the 
Conservative-Islamist government, 
went as far as threatening Brussels 

with the suspension of Turkey’s 
membership of the customs union 
– a step that would be fraught 
with serious consequences: trade 
between Turkey and the 28 EU 
member states is worth €130 
billion annually. On 25 December 
2014, Bozkir announced the launch 
of a “revision” of the customs union, 
to be conducted jointly with 
Turkey’s top business association 
TÜSİAD. Government and business 
representatives agreed to meet 
from January on to work out 
proposals for broadening trade 
relations with the EU in the fields 
of agriculture, trade in services and 
public procurement. These three 
areas were identified as offering 
potentially beneficial but as yet 
untapped resources for Turkey and 
the EU in a report published by 
the World Bank on Turkey and the 
customs union in spring 2014.

The Turkish government 
was extremely disappointed by 

the remarks made by the US 
Secretary of Commerce, Penny 
Pritzker, during her visit to Ankara 
in October 2014. “Turkey and the 
US are great allies and nothing is 
going to change that,” Pritzker was 
quoted as saying, “but engaging 
further with the TTIP at this time 
before the necessary economic 
reforms are taken doesn’t make 
sense either for Turkey or the US”. 
There are still “obstacles“ foreign 
investors in Turkey have to face, 
Pritzker stated.

Since Washington has refused 
to bargain, the Turkish government 
decided to turn to Brussels. The 
European Commission, which has 
just imposed punitive tariffs of 
between 7% and 9.7% on Turkish 
trout exports to the EU, citing 
state subsidies to the aquaculture 
sector, will now have to consider 
Turkey’s demand for a revision of 
the 20-year-old customs union.” 
(Europolitics)

IKV IN EUROPOLITICS: TURKEY PUSHES FOR  
REVISION OF CUSTOMS UNION 

The conference started with opening remarks of the President of the 
Management Department at Yeditepe University Prof. Atilla Dicle who 

emphasized the importance of company law, company mergers and takeovers 
and briefly presented Prof. Marco Ventoruzzo. 

Prof. Marco Ventoruzzo, who is a leading expert in comparative company 
law and a lecturer at the Pennsylvania State University and Milan Bocconi 
University, explained that company law is developing rapidly and that it is 
an area where many different legal systems are merged. Furthermore, Prof. 
Ventoruzzo stressed that in many EU countries, there is a trend of further 

harmonisation through directives although diverse rules and applications at 
national level continue to persist. As an example, Prof. Ventoruzzo alluded to 
the governance rules in Italy. Indeed, he pointed out that there is a rule which 
gives an opportunity for minority shareholders to be represented in the board 
of directors and that such rule did not currently exist in other EU countries. 
Lastly, Prof. Ventoruzzo gave detailed information regarding “insider trading” 
and related criminal and administrative sanctions. Along with academicians, 
officials from the Ministry for EU Affairs, lawyers, members of the media and 
experts participated to the conference.

PROF. MARCO VENTORUZZO’S CONFERENCE  
ON EU COMPANY LAW AT IKV

IKV organised a conference on EU Company Law with the cooperation of Yeditepe 
University on 22 January 2015 in Istanbul. 

TURKEY-EU TRADE RELATIONS  
WERE DISCUSSED IN BRUSSELS
Minister of Economy Nihat Zeybekci met with the 

Commissioners for European Neighbourhood 
Policy and Enlargement Negotiations Johannes 
Hahn and for Trade Cecilia Malmström during his visit 
to Brussels in January. Bilateral trade relations, the 
Customs Union and latest developments regarding 
Turkey-EU relations were the main topics discussed 
during the meeting. 

Minister Zeybekci shared Turkey’s concerns 
regarding free trade agreements negotiated by the 
EU with third countries including the ongoing TTIP 
negotiations with the US. In this regard, Minister 
Zeybekci drew the attention to the fact that some 
of these countries were showing reluctance to sign 
separately a similar agreement with Turkey and thus 
causing a situation of trade diversion to the detriment 

of Turkey. Minister Zeybekci explained that Turkey had 
so far borne these costs but he doubted this will be 
the case with TTIP. Commissioners ensured that the 
concerns raised by Turkey were well understood and 
taken into consideration by European authorities.

During this meeting, both parties exchanged 
views on the revision and the extension of the scope 
of the Customs Union. They have also discussed 
thoroughly Turkey’s inclusion to the decision making 
process of the Customs Union. Besides this, Minister 
Zeybekci also informed about Turkey’s interest to 
contribute to the EU Investment Plan, especially 
within energy projects. Areas of further cooperation 
such as the establishment of a high level platform 
among the business communities were also assessed 
by both parties.

Ankara is preparing proposals for further liberalisation in agriculture,  
services and public procurement.
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